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December 18, 2013

VIA EFILING AND US MAIL

Bill Storm, Environmental Review Manager
Minnesota Department of Commerce

85 7" Place Ease, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: In the matter of the Application of Minnesota Power for a Route Permit for the
Canisteo Project and Associated Facilities in Itasca County. Docket No. E015/TL-13-
805.

Dear Mr. Storm,

Minnesota Power (MP) submits these comments for your consideration during the
Environmental Assessment scoping comment period for the Canisteo Transmission Project in
Itasca County (Project).

Route Segment Alternative

The Project is needed to provide power to a Magnetation mining project located north of the
Cities of Coleraine and Bovey, Minnesota. Prior to filing the Route Permit Application in
October 2013, MP met with Magnetation to discuss the proposed route and associated facilities
to include in the Route Permit Application. At the time, the proposed substation location was
to be in the NE % - SW % - Section 25-TWN 56N-RNG 25S. Since the submission of the Route
Permit Application, Magnetation’s plant location has changed and, to facilitate Magnetation’s
construction and operation of its facility, MP’s proposed substation location needs to be
changed as well. The new proposed substation location would be located in the NE % - SE % -
Section 25-TWN 56 N-RNG 25S. The substation location identified in the Route Permit
Application and the new substation location requested for review in this letter are both located
on property leased by Magnetation.

The new proposed substation location is a half mile to the east, entirely within the originally-
proposed route width. As a result, this location shortens the proposed route by about 2,600
feet, as depicted in the enclosed Figure 1.

The change in environmental/land use impacts is outlined in Attachment A. In each category,
the new proposed substation location results in either the same or reduced anticipated
environmental and human settlement impacts. In addition, the originally-proposed location
was zoned Public and the new proposed location is zoned Industrial by Itasca County.

The new proposed substation location requires some modifications to the proposed substation
layout. The revised layout for the new substation location has been included in Attachment B.
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MP requests that the Department of Commerce include this new proposed substation location
and shorter route in the Environmental Assessment Scoping Decision and subsequent
Environmental Assessment. Please contact me at 218.355.3515 or by email at
dmccourtney@allete.com is you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Daniel McCourtney

Minnesota Power
Siting and Permitting

Enclosures
cc: Landowner List (Attached)
Service List
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Figure 1

Proposed Route Alternative Segment- Map
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Attachment A

Proposed Route Alternative Segment- Environmental/Land Use Quantities




Original Substation

"New" Substation

Acres Acres
Wetland Type ROW Route ROW Route
Conifer swamp 0.48049| 2.226836 Unchanged |Unchanged
Excavated - Shrub carr 0.285947| 0.909074 Unchanged |Unchanged
Excavated pond 2.47275( 7.698857 Unchanged |Unchanged
Hardwood swamp 6.917013( 14.16969 Unchanged |Unchanged
Shallow open water 2.289607| 10.64689 Unchanged |Unchanged
Shrub carr 3.878954( 10.48054 Unchanged |Unchanged
Wet meadow 1.952279| 3.16206 Unchanged |Unchanged
Acres Acres

Landcover Type ROW Route ROW Route
Aquatic 1.636725| 7.965467 1.637116 7.965467
Aspen/White Birch 65.98303( 184.3339 58.05324( 163.350874
Black Ash 5.768692| 6.547233 5.769873 6.547233
Cropland NA 2.121954 NA 2.121954
Developed 10.71114| 52.06147 9.999331| 51.052083
Grassland 3.940723| 12.44922 3.870267 8.223717
Lowland Shrub 3.166311| 4.720335 3.167112 4.720335
Maple/Basswood 51.91069| 171.7437 51.92464( 171.743687
Marsh 0.522381| 1.779159 0.522493 1.779159
Oak NA 0.462512 NA 0.462512
Spruce/Fir 1.642866| 3.335923 1.643201 3.335923
Upland Shrub 68.48369| 216.1099 56.616267( 182.143525
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Attachment B

Proposed Route Alternative Segment- Substation Layout
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Minnesota Association of Townships Document Number: GF2000
Information Library Revised: January 6, 2004
Sample by: Troy Gilchrist

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

STATE OF MINNESOTA )

COUNTY OF St Louis )

Beth Gucinski , being duly sworn on oath, deposes and states that on the
17th day of _ December , 2013 , s’he served the attached
Change in Substation Location Letter upon

Great Northern Iron Ore Properties, Larry R. Lindholm, Elizabeth Allen, Holdng Company, Glacier Park
Company, Roxanne Blom, and Trish Klein

by depositing a true and correct copy thereof in the United States mailbox / post office located at

332 W Superior St, Suite 600, Duluth, MN 55802 with postage prepaid

thereon.

Signed:_%gtﬂ’\ j‘ﬂz@% B

Subscribed and swom to before me this
_Ilp dayof \Dec £ b\? /ﬁ 2013
Tl lhodds b’

Notary Public

P .

i el i

> TARA LYNN VANDENHEUVEL

NOTARY PUBLIC
MINNESCTA

< My Commissian Expires Jan. 31, 2018

o g

o e g
g
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December 17, 2013

XXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXX

RE:  Change in Substation Location for Minnesota Power’s Canisteo Project in Itasca
County. PUC Docket No. E015/TL-13-805.

Dear XXXXXXXX,

Minnesota Power (MP) submitted the attached comments to the Minnesota Department of
Commerce for consideration during the Environmental Assessment scoping comment period
for the Canisteo Transmission Project in Itasca County.

Since the submission of the Route Permit Application to the Public Utilities Commission,
Magnetation’s plant location has changed and, to facilitate Magnetation’s construction and
facility, MP’s proposed substation location needed to be changed as well.

The attached documentation outlines the location of the new proposed substation that was
submitted to the Minnesota Department of Commerce.

If you have any questions about the change, or the project in general, please contact me at
218.355.3515 or by email at dmccourtney@allete.com.

Sincerely,

Daniel McCourtney

Minnesota Power
Siting and Permitting

Enclosures



Landowner Contact List
Minnesota Power - Canisteo HVTL Project
12/3/2012

Last Name First Name Company Address City State Zip

1ST NATIONAL BANK BLDG GREAT NORTHERN IRON ORE PROP 332 MINNESOTA STREET,SUITE W-1290 ST. PAUL MN 55101
LINDHOLM LARRY R. RGGS LAND & MINERALS, LTD., L.P. PO BOX 1266 VIRGINIA MN 55792
ALLEN ELIZABETH 2925 SPOTTED OWL DR KELLER X 76244
C/O US BANK NA HOLDNG COMPANY PO BOX 64142 ST. PAUL MN 55164
C/O CONOCOPHILLIPS CO GLACIER PARK COMPANY PO BOX 2197 HOUSTON > 77252
BLOM ROXANNE 24049 US HWY 2 GRAND RAPIDS MN 55744
KLEIN TRISH ITASCA COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 123 NE 4TH ST GRAND RAPIDS MN 55744




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ROUTE PERMIT MPUC DockeT NUMBER: E015/TL-13-805
APPLICATION UNDER THE  ALTERNATIVE

PERMITTING PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED

MINNESOTA POWER CANISTEO PROJECT — ITASCA

COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Jill N. Yeaman certifies that on the 17th day of December, 2013, she filed a true and
correct copy of Minnesota Power's Comments by posting the same on
www.edockets.state.mn.us. Said document is also served via U.S. Mail or email as designated
on the attached Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-
referenced docket.

/s/ Jill N. Yeaman
Jill N. Yeaman



http://www.edockets.state.mn.us/

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name
Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m | Office of the Attorney 1800 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
n.us General-DOC 445 Minnesota St 805
St. Paul,
MN
551012134
Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn | Department of Commerce |85 7th Place E Ste 500 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
.us 805
Saint Paul,
MN
551012198
Burl W. Haar burl.haar@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission | Suite 350 Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
121 7th Place East 805
St. Paul,
MN
551012147
Julianne Hanson julianne.hanson@barr.com |Barr Engineering 332 W Superior St Ste 600 |Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
805
Duluth,
MN
55802
John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us | Office of the Attorney 1400 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
General-RUD 445 Minnesota St 805
St. Paul,
MN
551012130
Dan McCourtney dmccourtney@allete.com [ Minnesota Power 30 West Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-
805
Duluth,
MN
55802
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-805_TL-13-

Duluth,
MN
558022093

805
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