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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION & DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

 
PHONE 651-296-7124  TOLL FREE 800-657-3782  FAX 651-297-7073  CONSUMER.PUC@STATE.MN.US  

 121 7TH
 PLACE EAST  SUITE 350  SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2147 

WWW.PUC.STATE.MN.US 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT SCOPING MEETING 
Issued:  November 26, 2013 

 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power for a Route Permit for a High Voltage 

Transmission Line for the Canisteo Project in Itasca County, Minnesota 

 

Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Docket Number:  E-015/TL-13-805 

 

Date:  December 18, 2013  

 

Time:  6:30pm 

 

Location: Bovey City Hall 

  402 2nd Street 

  Bovey MN 

Meeting Information:   

 Citizens will have the opportunity to offer oral and/or written comments into the record.   

 Staff from the Public Utilities Commission, Department of Commerce, and Minnesota 

Power will be available to answer questions about the project and the process. 

 Citizens who do not wish to speak may submit questions or comments in writing. 

 The meeting will last until everyone at the meeting has the opportunity to speak. 

 Comments received at the meeting and during the comment period will be used to develop 

the environmental assessment for this project. 

Topics Open for Comment: 

 What human and environmental impacts of the proposed transmission line should be studied 

in the environmental assessment prepared for this project? 

 Are there any specific methods to address these impacts that should be studied in the 

environmental assessment? 

 Are there any alternative routes or route segments that should be considered to address these 

impacts? 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Comment Period: The comment period continues after the public meeting, through 

January 3, 2014 at 4:30pm. 

 

Submit Public Comments: Bill Storm, Environmental Review Manager 

    Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) 

Minnesota Department of Commerce 

    85 7
th

 Place East, Suite 500 

    St. Paul MN  55101 

    Email:  bill.storm@state.mn.us 

    Fax:  651-297-7891 

    Online:  http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/#comment 

  

 Please include the PUC Docket Number (above) in all communications.  

Project Description 

Minnesota Power proposes to: 

 Build two five-mile 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission lines 

 Build a substation 

The proposed project is located near Coleraine, Minnesota.     

Process Information 

Before the project can be built, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) must approve a route 

permit.   Minnesota Power’s route permit application was accepted in November 2013.  The 

Commission’s decision-making process takes about nine months. 

 

The Department of Commerce will prepare an environmental assessment for this project. The 

environmental assessment will review the potential human and environmental impacts of the 

proposed project and alternatives, and ways to address impacts.  

 

After the environmental assessment is issued, there will be a public hearing.  Citizens will have the 

opportunity to speak at the hearing, ask questions, and submit comments.   

 

An Administrative Law Judge will use information gathered at the public hearing and during the 

comment period to write a report for the Commission.  The report will include findings, 

conclusions, and recommendations about this project.  After receiving the Judge’s report, the PUC 

will make a final decision on this project at a separate meeting, expected by July 2014.  

 

Eminent Domain:  If issued a route permit by the Commission, Minnesota Power may exercise the 

power of eminent domain to acquire land for this project. 

 

How to Learn More 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/#comment
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Department of Commerce Project Website:  

http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?Id=33603 

 

Full Case Record:  All documents filed in this docket are available on the Commission’s website at 

www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Search eDockets,” enter the year (13) and the docket number (805), 

select “Search.” 

 

Subscribe to the Docket:  Receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket 

at www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Subscribe to a Docket,” and follow the prompts. 

Project Mailing List:  Sign up to receive notices about this project.  Contact the Public Advisor 

(see below) to sign up for the project mailing list.   

 

Public Libraries:  The route permit application is available at the following public libraries: 

 Bovey Public Library, 402 2
nd

 Street, Bovey MN  

 Coleraine Public Library, Independent Building, 203 Cole Avenue, Coleraine MN 

 

Project Contacts 

Public Utilities Commission Public Advisor 

Tracy Smetana at consumer.puc@state.mn.us, 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 

Public Utilities Commission Staff Analyst  

Michael Kaluzniak at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651-201-2257 

Department of Commerce Environmental Review Manager   
Bill Storm at bill.storm@state.mn.us, 651-539-1844 or 1-800-657-3794 

Minnesota Power Project Contact  

Daniel McCourtney at dmccourtney@allete.com or 218-355-3515 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling 

651-296-0406 (voice). Persons with hearing or speech disabilities may call us through their 

preferred Telecommunications Relay Service. 

 

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these public 

meetings (e.g. sign language, foreign language interpreter, large print materials), please contact the 

Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 

 
 

mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/Docket.html?Id=33603
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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JOEL D SULLIVAN

702 SW4TH AVENUE

GRAND RAPIDS, MN 55744

JOSHUA S UGRICH

31875 SCENIC HWY

BOVEY, MN 55709

1ST NATIONAL BANK BLDG

GREAT NORTHERN IRON ORE PROP

332 MINNESOTA STREET,SUITE W-13

ST. PAUL, MN 55101

TEAM 40 HUNTING CLUB & TREE FARM

1112 NW 3RD AVE

GRAND RAPIDS, MN 55744

Gerald G & Diane Gross

PO Box 194

Bovey, MN 55709

Larry R. Lindholm

RGGS Land & Minerals, Ltd., L.P,

PO Box 1266

Virginia, MN 55792

Cheryl Adams

Blandin Paper

115 Southwest 1st St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

C/O SUPERIOR MINERAL RES LLC

MCCLINTOCK MINING CO LLC,

1910 8TH AVE E

HIBBING, MN 55746

BOUNDARY COMPANY

RAJALA COMPANIES

PO BOX 23

BIG FORK, MN 56628

RHUDE & FRYBERGER INC

605 W 37TH STREET

HIBBING, MN 55746

ROBERT T & DONNA M TRUSTEES KELLY

1015 NE 1ST AVE

GRAND RAPIDS, MN 55744

BRIAN ETALWEST,

335 CHERRY HILL TRAIL

MEDINA, MN 55340

CAROL RODGERS HODSON, CAROL

RODGERS

5118 104TH AVE CTNW

GIG HARBOR , WA 0

DAVID KLEFFMAN,

C/O GARY KLEFFMAN

2801 2ND AVE W

HIBBING, MN 55746

EELIZABETH ALLEN

2925 SPOTTED OWL DR

KELLER, TX 76244

ATTN: DAN

BURLINGTON NORTHERN & SANTA FE

PO BOX 961089

FORT WORTH, TX 76161

C/O US BANK NA

HOLDNG COMPANY

PO BOX 64142

ST. PAUL, MN 55164

VG JOHNSON LLC

4600 EAST LAKE BOULEVARD

BIRMINGHAM, AL 35217

DOROTHY BACHNIK

C/O LARRY & PEGGY BACHNIK

6835 12TH AVE N

ST. PETERSBERG, FL 33710

C/O CONOCOPHILLIPS CO

GLACIER PARK COMPANY

PO BOX 2197

HOUSTON, TX 77252

ROXANNE BLOM

24049 US HWY 2

GRAND RAPIDS, MN 55744

Michael Twite

Magentation

102 NE 3rd Street, Suite 102

Grand Rapids, MN 55744



Tara DeGuiseppi

City of Bovey

402 2nd St.

Bovey, MN 55709

Mike Antonovich

City of Coleraine

302 Roosevelt Ave P.O. Box 670

Coleraine, MN 55722

Sandy Bluntach

City of Coleraine

302 Roosevelt Ave P.O. Box 670

Coleraine, MN 55722

CityofTaconite

PO Box 137

Taconite, MN 55786

Mark Hoyne

Grand Rapids - Itasca County Airport

1500 Southeast 7th Avenue

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Trish Klein

Itasca County Administration

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Oavin Tinquist

Itasca Co Board of Commissioners

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Don Dewy

Itasca C Environmental Services

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Mary Jo Davis

Itasca County Environmental Service

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Dan Swenson

Itasca County Environmental Services

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Leona Litchke

Itasca County Historical Society

10 Northwest 5th. Street

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Roger Clark

Itasca Co Land Department Park Sys

1177 LaPrairie Ave.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Chuck Isaacs

Itasca Soil and Water Cons District

1889 E. Hwy 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Marge Sella

Itasca County Soil and Water

Conservation District

1889 E. Hwy 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Lisa Joyal

Minnesota DNR

500 Lafayette Road, Box 25

Saint Paul, MN 55155

Matt Johnson

Itasca Co Soil and Water Conservation

District

1889 E. Hwy 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Garrett Ous

Itasca Co Land Dept, MN Dept of Ag

123 NE 4th St.

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Beth Petrowske

MnDOT- District 1

1123 Mesaba Ave

Duluth, MN 55811

Jim Gustafson

Itasca Co Soil and Water Cons Dist

1889 E. Hwy 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Pat Collins

Minnesota DNR - Northeast Region

1201 E Highway 2

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Duane Hill

MnDOT - District 1

1123 Mesaba Ave

Duluth, MN 55811

Suzanne Hanson

MPCA Northeast Region Office

525 Lake Avenue South, Suite 400

Duluth, MN 55802

Dr. Burl Haar

Minnesota PUC

127 7th Place E, Suite 350

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Mary Ann Heidemann-or current

Minnesota State Historical Pres

345 Kellogg Blvd. W.

St. Paul, MN 55102

Bill Sande

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

180 5th St. East, Ste. 700

St. Paul, MN 55101

Tony Sullins

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Twin Cities

4101 American Boulevard E

Bloomington, MN 55425


