
 
APPENDIX E 

 
OPEN HOUSE NOTICE LETTER, CONTACT LIST, AND 

ATTENDEES 
 



Agency Contact List

Minnesota Power ‐ Deer River HVTL Project

Agency Contact Name Title  City State

City of Deer River John O'Brien Mayor Deer River MN

Deer River Municipal Airport Kenneth Reichert Airport Manager Deer River MN

Itasca County Administration Trish Klein Itasca County Administrator Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Board of Commissioners Davin Tinqust District 1 Commissioner Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Environmental Services Don Dewy Environmental Services Administrator Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Environmental Services Mary Jo Davis Assistant Solid Waste Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Environmental Services Dan Swenson Assistant Planning, Zoning, Sanitiation Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Historical Society Leona Litchke President of the Board of Directors Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Land Department Park System Roger Clark  County Park System Manager Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation  Chuck Isaacs SWCD Supervisors Chairman, District 1 Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation 

District Matt Johnson

SWCD Wetland Specialist, Itasca Co. WCA 

Contact Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation 

District Jim Gustafson

SWCD District Manager, Itasca Co. WCA 

Contact, Local Water Planning Contact for 

Itasca County Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Soil and Water Conservation  Marge Sella  NRCS District Conservationist Grand Rapids MN

Itasca County Land Department, Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture Garrett Ous

Itasca County Land Commissioner, 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture 

Itasca County Inspector Grand Rapids MN

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Ecological and Water Resources ‐ Northeast  Pat Collins Regional Manager Grand Rapids MN

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Lisa Joyal Natural Heritage Review Coordinator Saint Paul MN

Minnesota Department of Transportation ‐ 

District 1 Beth Petrowske Public Affairs Coordinator Duluth MN

Minnesota Department of Transportation ‐ 

District 1 Duane Hill District Engineer Duluth MN

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Northeast 

Region Office Suzanne Hanson  Duluth Region Manager Duluth MN

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Dr. Burl Haar Executive Secretary Saint Paul  MN

Minnesota State Historical Preservation Office Mary Ann Heidemann

Manager of Government Programs and 

Compliance St. Paul MN

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ‐ St. Paul District, 

Northeast Section Bill Sande Chief St. Paul MN
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ‐ Twin Cities Tony Sullins Field Supervisor Bloomington MN



Landowner Contact List

Minnesota Power ‐ Deer River HVTL Project

Owner City State

Richard & Kristi Armstrong Deer River MN

Gerald Balling Bovey MN

Peter Berbee Deer River MN

Susan Best Cohasset MN

Richard and Lori Brink Deer River MN

Thelma Brink Grand Rapids MN

DS Enterprises of Cohasset Cohasset MN

Enbridge Energy Houston TX

Enbridge Energy, LP

C/O Duff & Phelps Plano TX

Anita Erickson Deer River MN

David & Tammy Evans Deer River MN

Eileen Feltus Deer River MN

Ronald & Denise Feltus Deer River MN

Great River Energy Maple Grove MN

Clifford & Michelle Kuck Deer River MN

David Leen Deer River MN

Mark & Dawn Leen Burnsville MN

Wolfgang Jack Littlewolf Minneapolis MN

Christine Mann Deer River MN

Calvin & Linda Mickle Deer River MN

Minn Power & Light Co. Duluth MN

Linnea Novicki Deer River MN

David Ortloff Jr Deer River MN

Lawrence Otto Bemidji MN

David & Kristina Schmidt Taconite MN

Richard & Laurie Shadley Deer River MN

Sirjord's Back 40, LLC

C/O Jeffery Sirjord Hibbing MN

Gene Smith Hutchinson KS

Minnesota Department of Transportation Saint Paul MN

The Wisconsin Power Inc Sys Sun Prairie WI

Joseph Villeneuve Deer River MN

Mark & Susan Wohlrabe Deer River MN



 
 

 

December 7, 2012 
 
 
Recipient Address 
 
 
 
Re:  Notice of Proposed High-Voltage Transmission Line Project and Public Meeting: 
Minnesota Power Deer River HVTL Project 
 
Dear ___: 
 
Minnesota Power is proposing to build 0.7 mile 115 kV high voltage transmission line (HVTL), a 
double circuit 0.2 mile 230 kV HVTL, and a substation near Deer River, MN in order to serve 
growing industrial load in the Deer River area. This project will complete a circuit in the project 
area, improve electrical service and allow for the removal of approximately seven miles of 
existing 115 kV line east of the project site between Deer River and Cohasset. Figure 1 and 
Figure 2 (enclosed) provide an overview of the proposed project area.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you notice of Minnesota Power’s intent to apply for a 
Route Permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for the proposed 
project and to invite you to attend an open house for the project that will be held in the project 
area on Monday January 7, 2013.  We would like to gain your input and keep you informed as we 
evaluate routing information and work through Minnesota’s transmission line route permitting 
process. After hearing from you and other affected parties, we intend to apply for a Route Permit 
from the Commission by late February, 2013.  
 
THE PROJECT 
 
The proposed project consists of the following:  

 
 115 kV HVTL: This 0.7-mile long 115 kV HVTL would extend from an existing 

substation north of US Hwy 2 to an existing industrial facility substation south of US 
Hwy 2;  

 
 230 kV HVTL: This 0.2 mile long HVTL would tap an existing 230 kV HVTL south of 

US Hwy 2 and extend to the proposed substation site north of Hwy 2;  
 
 Substation: A new 230 kV substation will be constructed at the north end of the proposed 

230 kV HVTL on an existing 115 kV substation site; 
 

 115 kV HVTL removal:  Seven miles of existing 115 kV HVTL will be taken out of 
service and removed.  

 
 
The proposed project is located just east of the City of Deer River, MN near existing industrial 
land use, commercial development and some residential land. The proposed routes will cross US 
Hwy 2, and depending on the final route selected, the 115 kV portion of line may cross wetland 
areas.  



 
 

 

 
PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
The proposed project qualifies as a HVTL under Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850.1000, subp 9 and 
will require a Route Permit from the Commission. Due to the project’s length and voltage, 
however, it will be exempt from requiring a State of Minnesota Certificate of Need and will 
qualify for the Alternative Review process for the Route Permit (Minnesota Statutes 216E.04). 
Through the Route Permit process the Commission will consider environmental and human 
impacts and draw on input from stakeholders including the applicant (Minnesota Power), state 
and federal agencies, local government officials, landowners, and other interested parties to 
determine the final location of the proposed facilities. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULED 
 
Minnesota Power will be holding a public open house at the White Oak Inn and Suites 
located at 201 4th Ave NW, Deer River, MN 56636 on Monday January 7, 2013 from 
6:00PM to 7:30PM to provide project information and gain stakeholder input. At the open 
house, we will have maps and information on preliminary routes, structure types, right-of-way, 
the permitting process and other issues of interest. Please join us so you can provide your input 
and ask questions. You are welcome at any time during the hours of the open house. If you cannot 
attend but would like to share your input or obtain more information, please contact me at the 
number shown below and we will send you information or have a Minnesota Power 
representative arrange to speak with you. You are welcome at any time during the hours of the 
open house.  
 
MINNESOTA POWER ROUTE PERMIT CONTACT 
 
Daniel McCourtney 
ALLETE/Minnesota Power, Siting & Permitting Department 
30 West Superior St. 
Duluth, MN 55802 
(218) 355-3515 
dmccourtney@allete.com  
  
I appreciate your assistance with this process.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Daniel McCourtney 
Minnesota Power 
Siting and Permitting 
 
Enclosures: Figure 1 & Figure 2   
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Figure 1 - PROJECT OVERVIEW
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Image Source: 2010 Farm Service Agency
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Figure 2 - PROJECT DETAILED MAP
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Minnesota Power Hosting Public Open House for Proposed Deer River Transmission Line Project 
Monday, January 7, 2013, 6:00PM ‐ 7:30PM White Oak Inn and Suites, 201 4th Ave NW, Deer River, MN 56636 

 
Project Description 
Minnesota Power is hosting a public information open house on a proposed transmission line project in 
Itasca County near the City of Deer River.  To accommodate projected industrial load growth, Minnesota 
plans to construct an approximate 0.7 mile 115 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL), an 
approximate 0.2 mile 230 kV HVTL and substation.  This project will improve electrical service and allow for 
the removal of approximately 7 miles of existing 115 kV HVTL east of the project site between Deer River 
and Cohasset. 
 
The community’s views about the project are important to Minnesota Power.  Project maps and information 
on the proposed construction location, structure types, right‐of‐way and the permitting process will be 
available at the open house.  Project staff will also be available to answer questions and provide information 
on how to participate in the state route permitting process.  You are welcome to attend anytime during the 
hours of the open house.  If you cannot attend but have input on the proposed project, please contact 
Daniel McCourtney, Environmental Siting and Permitting, at (218) 355‐3515 for project information. 
 
Minnesota Power Contact: 
Daniel McCourtney 
Environmental Siting and Permitting 
ALLETE/Minnesota Power 
30 West Superior Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
(218) 355‐3515 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Proposed 115 kV, 230 kV
HVTL and Substation
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