












































From: Jonathan Schafer
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: ITC Powerline project Dockets ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2013 10:16:13 PM

Dear Sir ,
You have other communications from me, testimony at a recent meeting and a signed

petition with attachments.  I am speaking in this e-mail for a coalition of the Sherburn Assembly of
God Regional Worship Center Board, Pastors, Members affiliates and friends and for Swanson Drive
property owners. 
 

At this time this is a loose affiliation which is considering retaining an attorney to seek an
injunction regarding this matter.  We have two primary complaints. Both have been partially stated
in various formats.

The first complaint is that we did not have adequate time to prepare our response because
of the deceptive or misleading maps which were sent with the early public meeting notices.  The
early maps had an outlined “Notice Area Boundary”.  This black boundary line totally obliterated the
dogleg jog across I-90 and across our church property. The map does show, on very close,
retrospective inspection, the “Route A” orange line North of I-90 until Sherburn, then South of I-90
after Sherburn for about 3 miles, then crossing to the north again.  The location of the North to
South crossing at Sherburn is not visible, or not visible until a couple of weeks ago when we were all
shocked to see the detailed maps with the incredible dogleg jog into Sherburn.  I could have polled
the town two weeks ago and probably not found anyone who knew that information including city
government people.  Everyone I know who has seen the detailed map is incredulous.  

The second complaint, which has been broadly commented, but needs more specific
attention is that the Assembly of God Church has several specific plans in mind which involve the
portion of our property which is proposed as “easement” for the line. We have not yet decided
which project will be first, but we will decide soon.   We are not inclined to wait 14 months or more
for the PUC decision, and there is growing demand by the congregation that we go ahead with a
project now.  I expect that a building project plan will be finalized and permit sought soon.  For this
reason, expect pertinent information to come to you after the August 2, 2013 deadline which will
clarify our chosen action.  For now, proceed with your analysis with the assumption that a structure
of some design will be in that area soon.

 
Jonathan Schafer
for Sherburn Assembly Of God Church and other affected area residents.

mailto:jschafer@frontiernet.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
































Martin County West Public Schools
Central Office District Number 2448
105E. 5th St. Allison Schmidt, Superintendent (507) 764-2330
Sherburn, MN 56171 FAX (507) 764-2335

allison_schmidt@martin.k12.mn.us

August 2,2013

TO: Energy Facility Permitting
85 7th Place E; Ste 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Department of Commerce, EFP
Attn: Ray Kirsch
85 7th Place E; Ste 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

Lori Swanson, Attorney General
102 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155

MN Public Utilities Commission
Attn: Scott Ek
121 7th Place E; Ste 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Superintendent of Schools for the Martin County West School District I am concerned about the impact of
the proposed route change for the MN to IA 345kV transmission line project. I respectfully request that you
reconsider the proposed route change due to the health and financial related impact on the School District, as well
as the community of Sherburn.

The original route was planned to be north of Interstate 90. A proposal has been made to move the line south of
Interstate 90. This change will result in the 345kV line running through or in close proximity to a residential
neighborhood, local businesses and two Martin County West Schools (Sherburn Elementary and MCW
Junior/Senior High School).

The proposed voltage of 345kV, in addition to the current 161kV line, results when ~06kV of electricity flowing
too close for comfort for the health and safety of my students and staff. Two-thirds of the students in the Martin
County West District attend classes at these sites. With several scientific studies showing an increase in childhood
leukemia rates due to proximity to high voltage power lines, I would hope that you realize the necessity of keeping
the proposed 345kV line away from our students and schools.

I am not only concerned about the health impact the proposed line would have on the School District, but also
anticipate a negative financial impact on Martin County West Schools. One local business has already stated that
they will not expand their business into Sherburn if the proposed 345kV line is run south of the interstate. When
businesses choose not to develop in Sherburn this has an undesirable effect on the tax base, which affects the
property tax base upon which the School District's revenue is calculated. Martin County West Schools is proud of
the opportunities we provide our students because of the support of our taxpayers. The proposed line change will
negatively impact the revenue we are able to generate to allow us to continue our strong programs for students.

Your consideration of the significant adverse effects the proposed 345kV line will have on the Martin County West
School District is appreciated.

Allison Schmidt, Superintendent
Martin County West Schools

~------------------ -----------------.---





































From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Schweiss Mon Jul 29 14:33:01 2013 ET6675/TL-12-1337
Date: Monday, July 29, 2013 2:36:01 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at:
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: ITC Midwest Minnesota to Iowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project

Docket number: ET6675/TL-12-1337

User Name: Harold & Mary  Schweiss

County: Martin County

City: Sherburn

Email: schweiss@frontiernet.net

Phone: 507-764-4336

Impact:  Although many studies have been made regarding the impact of electrical line etc. on human
environment and body, we still feel that some of the studies have been made my those profiting from
the info.  There are studies also that point to the harm such lines do have on humans and animals. 
Why take a chance?  The further this line is from our city the better. 

Mitigation: There is an alternative route which does not come so close to our town and schools.  I
believe this route should be the chosen route.  Thank you.

Submission date: Mon Jul 29 14:33:01 2013

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us

mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
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Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: FW: power line

From: Mary Schweiss [mailto:schweiss@frontiernet.net]  
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 9:18 PM 
To: ; 
Subject: power line 
  

I am supporting the option B for the power line so it will not be close to Sherburn and it's population and 
schools.  Although there are studies stating there is no correclation between power line transmissons affecting human 
nature there are also studies to the contrary.  Why take a chance and affect our students and our townspeople?.  
  
Thank you for listening. 
  
Mary & Harold Schweiss  
958 70th Av  
Sherburn MN 56171 
507-764-4336 
schweiss@frontiernet.net 
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