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From: Jonathan Schafer

To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: ITC Powerline project Dockets ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2013 10:16:13 PM

Dear Sir,

You have other communications from me, testimony at a recent meeting and a signed
petition with attachments. | am speaking in this e-mail for a coalition of the Sherburn Assembly of
God Regional Worship Center Board, Pastors, Members affiliates and friends and for Swanson Drive
property owners.

At this time this is a loose affiliation which is considering retaining an attorney to seek an
injunction regarding this matter. We have two primary complaints. Both have been partially stated
in various formats.

The first complaint is that we did not have adequate time to prepare our response because
of the deceptive or misleading maps which were sent with the early public meeting notices. The
early maps had an outlined “Notice Area Boundary”. This black boundary line totally obliterated the
dogleg jog across 1-90 and across our church property. The map does show, on very close,
retrospective inspection, the “Route A” orange line North of 1-90 until Sherburn, then South of [-90
after Sherburn for about 3 miles, then crossing to the north again. The location of the North to
South crossing at Sherburn is not visible, or not visible until a couple of weeks ago when we were all
shocked to see the detailed maps with the incredible dogleg jog into Sherburn. | could have polled
the town two weeks ago and probably not found anyone who knew that information including city
government people. Everyone | know who has seen the detailed map is incredulous.

The second complaint, which has been broadly commented, but needs more specific
attention is that the Assembly of God Church has several specific plans in mind which involve the
portion of our property which is proposed as “easement” for the line. We have not yet decided
which project will be first, but we will decide soon. We are not inclined to wait 14 months or more
for the PUC decision, and there is growing demand by the congregation that we go ahead with a
project now. | expect that a building project plan will be finalized and permit sought soon. For this
reason, expect pertinent information to come to you after the August 2, 2013 deadline which will
clarify our chosen action. For now, proceed with your analysis with the assumption that a structure
of some design will be in that area soon.

Jonathan Schafer
for Sherburn Assembly Of God Church and other affected area residents.


mailto:jschafer@frontiernet.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us








































We, the undersigned WOrshippers and friends of Sherburn Assembly of God Regional Worship Center,
#2 Crossroads Drive, Sherburn, MN 56171, beg your careful consideration of our request regarding :

P U C Docket ET-6675/CN-12-1053 and P U C Docket ET-6675/TL-12-1337

The original notices regarding the “proposed route” were at best unclear, and were possibly deceptive. The
detailed maps used at the public hearings showed an abrupt “jog” south across Interstate 90 near the MN Hiway 4
intersection. The proposed easement, which then crosses our church lawn came as a complete surprise. For the
following reasons, please require ITC Midwest LLC to use a different route.

1) Future planned church expansion to the north becomes impaossible.

2) The route planners did not have our facility marked as a Church on their maps, possibly causing them to
erroneously plan this route.

3) The 345KVA line would be located 100 feet from our building, 120 feet from our PA system, almost
certainly causing significant interference and static. ‘

4) We use the area deslgnated as “easement” for our children’s and youth programs outdoor activities.

5} This route would effectively take from us at least a third of our property.

6) There are many researchers who have clearly shown a strong connection between ilinesses, including
cancers, and a person’s proximity to high voltage powerlines. Even the E P A cautions citizens that “There
Is reason for concern” and advises “prudent avoidance” of high voltage power iines. {from
http://safespaceprotection.com/electrostress-from-powerlines.aspx }

7) Whether you believe these warnings (in #6) or not, they have a huge impact on much of the public with
significant consequence:
a ) property located under a power line frequently loses up to ¥% of its market value
b } we are not a “traditional” Church depending on people coming out of religious habit, we are an
“evangelistic”, outreach church, depending on people to join us because they want to. A high voltage line
near our building would be a deterrent to cur ministry

8} Woe are a very active congregation. People who attend here are often at the facility 3 or more times each
week for worship, music, Christian education, children’s ministries, Bible studies, personal ministry, etc,
This is not a “one hour a week” church. Such extended exposure to a High Voltage Power field would be
dangerous

9) Our entire building Is steel, even the stud wails, The entire structure is “bonded” as required by
code. This means (1) the entire steel frame, {2} all of the studs in the interior walls with {2a) steel drywall
screws just a fraction of an inch below the surface of the plaster, (3) the entire steel exterlor of the
building, and {4) the common wire and the ground wire in every switch, outlet, conduit and breaker
box/fuse box are all connected. This is all grounded to a copper ground rod. This means our building is a
very good target for electric current flow, The ground rod is probably not nearly large enough to actually
handie the potentlal build-up, which would leave every stee! door frame, every drywall screw head, every
door knob which is latched to the steel frames, the entire exterior of the building, and probably every part
of the plumbing system as “hot” electrified, just waiting for someone to touch it.

Please rule justly for us!

July 28, 2013
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. Energy Facility Permitting
MINNESOTA 85 7th Place East, Suite 500

' /DEPARTMENT OF FV‘?AEL&( {“‘@M St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

COMMERCE ph 651.539.1885 | fax 651.539.1549

http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities

PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Docket Nos. ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053

Name: ‘//:%rz%m(‘ /7?(.1‘0/?%%/) Email:,
Street Address: /&4, / /%M&wﬂ.kﬂv %Q/y\ﬂ,

City: i(/v\é!h’”m\ﬂ: G State: s, 2P o7 (

Please share your comments on the environmental impact statement (EIS) that will be prepared
for the Minnesota to lowa 345 kV transmission line project. What issues / impacts need to be
evaluated for the project? What alternatives routes should be considered to mitigate these
impacts? What alternatives to the project should be studied?

Comments must be received by Friday, August 2, 2013,

(U (eTong e s.0elloom 17 faitbord Ty, Pl 20nlly, pro..
s sepnllna (Dot Jemafn wedel) ) Race wmetd Rlllod ot plon Lshlare
o dloy, Conn conlin, Ty Dins foetan plintiant pogdlie Heall s ysosa,
i))’ MWWL Unézagﬂwgd&m\ WZ%W%W W
/e wa«ﬂﬂmw@*k%oﬁwﬁweﬁ%w
C. rwenlley WZ' MWW%MM«MJ&QWM%WM&
d, A uc%}ﬁm.w WMMW{M& WWMJ“
L, %MMMWW,@LWMW&&CM
Q&,&‘L’ Jw@mﬂémwﬂ/wmx%&w
W&W%—/ ?0 snlenedaie -

Signature: %4%‘#\ V7. W Date: 7*, 2/ /Z

Please subm|t this form at today s rﬁﬁé%t to the address provided on the back. You may use
additional sheets, as necessary. Comments can also be e-mailed to the Department of Commerce
Environmental Review Manager, Ray Kirsch, at: raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us or submitted online at:
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities.




From: apache@web.Imic.state.mn.us

To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Schweiss Mon Jul 29 14:33:01 2013 ET6675/TL-12-1337
Date: Monday, July 29, 2013 2:36:01 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at:
mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.

Project Name: ITC Midwest Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project

Docket number: ET6675/TL-12-1337

User Name: Harold & Mary Schweiss

County: Martin County

City: Sherburn

Email: schweiss@frontiernet.net

Phone: 507-764-4336

Impact: Although many studies have been made regarding the impact of electrical line etc. on human
environment and body, we still feel that some of the studies have been made my those profiting from
the info. There are studies also that point to the harm such lines do have on humans and animals.

Why take a chance? The further this line is from our city the better.

Mitigation: There is an alternative route which does not come so close to our town and schools. |
believe this route should be the chosen route. Thank you.

Submission date: Mon Jul 29 14:33:01 2013

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us


mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us

Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: FW: power line

From: Mary Schweiss [mailto:schweiss@frontiernet.net]
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 9:18 PM

To:;

Subject: power line

| am supporting the option B for the power line so it will not be close to Sherburn and it's population and
schools. Although there are studies stating there is no correclation between power line transmissons affecting human
nature there are also studies to the contrary. Why take a chance and affect our students and our townspeople?.

Thank you for listening.

Mary & Harold Schweiss
958 70th Av

Sherburn MN 56171
507-764-4336
schweiss@frontiernet.net
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