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August 2, 2013 
 
Ray and members of commission, 
 
My name is Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman,  I am the fifth generation to farm our family 
farm.  I spoke at the public meeting in Fairmont about the health issues involved with the 
high voltage transmission line project.  I also stated my concerns with these lines going 
so close to our current home, as we have three small children who are 4 ½ and younger. 
 
Here are a list of the things I would like you to research and consider: 
 
Health Concerns 
Electromagnetic radiation given off by such high voltage power lines is not healthy for 
anyone, much of the research shows its worse in rapidly growing cells like young 
children and even babies in the womb.  It is also harmful to animals. 
 My concern and question is why would we let anyone put something like this up 

so close to our homes with potential to do so much harm and damage to our 
health? 

 I would like my children protected and not exposed to this radiation or used as an 
experiment. 

 I also would like to have another child in the future and do not want to risk their 
health as I would be forced to farm under and near these poles/lines. 

Comment: Both proposed lines go on our land in Fox Lake Township, Martin County. A 
goes very close to our home (address above) with in 100 yards I believe. B goes even 
closer to the farm site we are planning on building a home on this year: 1476 130th Ave. 
Welcome, MN 56181 Martin County – along Co Rd 27 (tar road north of Welcome, 
MN).  Either way young families with young children will live near these lines. 
 
Economic and Environmental concers 
Visual pollution – you don’t live in the country to see huge poles/lines 
 
Compaction of soil 
 It will take many years to gain back yield potential if at all possible! 

- we have taken good care of our land and take pride in the stewardship of 
our land – why do others get to mess that up? 
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- Less yield = less $ and less food (a growing concern if you read any of the 
projections of future need of food) 

Food a growing concern 
 Poles go through our farm land which will take away from the land we can 

produce food on – this is premium land not just land we’ve tried to turn into 
farmable land. 

 
Maintenance- How will they fix the lines/poles if there is a problem if it is in the middle 
of a field or even along a fence line? Or winter with snow? 
 Again concern of loss of production when they need to drive through our field 

creating more compaction and loss of crops if during growing season, with less 
food produced and less $. 

 
Field Work Obstatcles 
 More time consuming to farm around every time we are in the field- we can not 

just move around them with the modern day practices and equipment we use 
today. 

- digging 
- spraying- can’t air spray – most companies will not attempt to spray a 

field with lines going through 
-it is not safe – too dangerous! 
-potential loss of yield without spraying for aphids and other pests 
-potential loss of yield due to unnecessary additional compaction 
on the ground instead of air application 

 - planting 
- much more time and energy – will need to go out with 4-wheeler and 
single row planter to fill in gaps due to these large poles going through our 
land (especially in the middle of the field). 

 - cultivating 
 -harvesting 
 -interference with GPS – a tool we will more and more become reliant on, as well  

as interference with computer system 
So at least 6 x around each pole each year! – more fuel, more time, more headaches! 
 
Suggestion 
 follow I-90 corridor and head south at Blue Earth, MN 

- easier access year round 
- less jig saw puzzles of farmable land that bring food and money into our 

economy 
 follow existing lines  
 follow 140th St. moving around houses through Fox Lake township and east to 

Fairmont – there are only a few houses on this road…it is a wide road. 
 
Ray you said we know future plans: my husband and I plan to have a chiropractic 
business at 1476 130th Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 Fox Lake Township – Martin County 
as well as live there.  When my parents Mary and Maynard Jagodzinske, are ready to 



retire we plan on living at the family farm, 1506 120th Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 Fox 
Lake Township- Martin County.  Regardless of where we live there will be young 
children on these farms daily.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my comments and concerns.  I really believe by 
putting these poles up on either of the proposed routes is a poor economic and 
environmental decision.  The health of my family is the priority for me – please help 
protect our young children and future generations, as I am the fifth generation to farm our 
land and hope that legacy will continue. 
 
Sincerely 
Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman 
 
Fox Lake Township – Martin County 
Current address: 1126 150th St Welcome, MN 56181 
Family farm: Mary and Maynard Jagodzinske – 1506 120th Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 
Future home and business: 1476 130th Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 
 
 
 
 













































































From: Terry & Jody Johnson
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: MN to Iowa 345kV Transmission Line Project - Public Comment Form
Date: Monday, July 29, 2013 1:12:53 PM

July 29, 2013

Dear Mr. Kirsch,

We are writing this letter to share our concerns with the proposed power
line. The present line is on our property, and was installed previous to our
owning the land.

We have looked at our Abstract for Title. The power line has an access of
100 feet, which is 50 feet on our land. On this land we have trees that
help protect ourselves and horses from winter winds and helps save on
our heating bills. It also protects our orchard and garden from the
adjoining farm lands of over spray from chemicals. The orchard contains
apple, cherry, plum & peach trees and grape vines, also we have a large
garden that we count on for food. The line follows the edge of our
pasture, and the further footage they are now requesting would bite
extensively into this pasture and would remove our grove. We have
invested money and time in the proper seed required for the proper
nutrients of horses and upkeep of this ground and fencing.

We have checked online for other power projects. The right of way has
been 150 feet and less on other projects of the same size. So why do they
want 200 feet?

Further more, there is the health issue of electromagnetic currents in the
line. Our area has quite a few people suffering from different health and
cancer issues already. What is the cause? What is the proof that these
lines don't transmit cancer causing health problems? Our house is already
less than 400 feet from the existing power line.

When we attended the Blue Earth power line meeting, we talked with a
gentleman that has to do with leasing and another from the power
company. They were both were very adamant about not caring about
private property. I (Terry) asked “Why do they need 100 cleared feet on
both sides of the line?” They both basically said that they don't care about
our thoughts. So, I reminded them that 'WE' own the land and pay taxes
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on it.

Lastly, we are not against supply and demand. We are not against working
with others, but, they need to be able to work with us also. For us having
the poles located elsewhere would be better. To the west of us there is a
wind farm that was added in the last two years. We have had the tall
power line poles to the east of us for years, and have not had a major
issue with them. Now they want to improve those poles with even larger,
uglier ones. *The poles could be positioned on the closed road to the
south of us, and to the north of us. Projects I have looked at, the poles
are 800 to 1,000 feet apart. (*Marked on the map.) We are sending by
mail a copy of this letter and the map.

Terry and Jody Johnson

35439 100th St.

Blue Earth, MN 56013

Phone: 507-526-3517































From: Rod Kittleson
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: itc mn-ia 345 kv line
Date: Thursday, August 01, 2013 9:27:32 AM

Mr Kirsch,
 
  As a landowner and active farmer in Martin co.MN I am offering comment on the proposed
345 kv line. If needed at all, I believe the route A following an existing 161 line preferable to
route B. Zig zagging as it would through Elm Creek township would, in my opinion , have a
negative impact on some sensitive areas including crep land, wetlands  and wildlife
management areas. It would be visually unappealing as well as place  obstructions along our
land in section 36 of Elm Creek. Also in this area of 140th st. is a historical home and active
bed and breakfast, Four Columns Inn, on the old Winnebago- Jackson stage route as well as
remnants of the old road itself. 
 
  Thank you for your consideration,
                                                           Rod Kittleson
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