Public Comment
Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Docket No. ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053

Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman and Brooks Rohman
1126 150" St.

Welcome, MN 56181

Fox Lake Township — Martin County
sjago@hotmail.com

507 848 6092

August 2, 2013
Ray and members of commission,

My name is Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman, | am the fifth generation to farm our family
farm. 1 spoke at the public meeting in Fairmont about the health issues involved with the
high voltage transmission line project. | also stated my concerns with these lines going
so close to our current home, as we have three small children who are 4 % and younger.

Here are a list of the things | would like you to research and consider:

Health Concerns
Electromagnetic radiation given off by such high voltage power lines is not healthy for
anyone, much of the research shows its worse in rapidly growing cells like young
children and even babies in the womb. It is also harmful to animals.
= My concern and question is why would we let anyone put something like this up
so close to our homes with potential to do so much harm and damage to our
health?
= | would like my children protected and not exposed to this radiation or used as an
experiment.
= | also would like to have another child in the future and do not want to risk their
health as | would be forced to farm under and near these poles/lines.
Comment: Both proposed lines go on our land in Fox Lake Township, Martin County. A
goes very close to our home (address above) with in 100 yards | believe. B goes even
closer to the farm site we are planning on building a home on this year: 1476 130" Ave.
Welcome, MN 56181 Martin County — along Co Rd 27 (tar road north of Welcome,
MN). Either way young families with young children will live near these lines.

Economic and Environmental concers
Visual pollution — you don’t live in the country to see huge poles/lines

Compaction of soil
= |t will take many years to gain back yield potential if at all possible!
- we have taken good care of our land and take pride in the stewardship of
our land — why do others get to mess that up?


mailto:sjago@hotmail.com

- Lessyield = less $ and less food (a growing concern if you read any of the
projections of future need of food)
Food a growing concern
= Poles go through our farm land which will take away from the land we can
produce food on — this is premium land not just land we’ve tried to turn into
farmable land.

Maintenance- How will they fix the lines/poles if there is a problem if it is in the middle
of a field or even along a fence line? Or winter with snow?
= Again concern of loss of production when they need to drive through our field
creating more compaction and loss of crops if during growing season, with less
food produced and less $.

Field Work Obstatcles
= More time consuming to farm around every time we are in the field- we can not
just move around them with the modern day practices and equipment we use
today.
- digging
- spraying- can’t air spray — most companies will not attempt to spray a
field with lines going through
-it is not safe — too dangerous!
-potential loss of yield without spraying for aphids and other pests
-potential loss of yield due to unnecessary additional compaction
on the ground instead of air application
- planting
- much more time and energy — will need to go out with 4-wheeler and
single row planter to fill in gaps due to these large poles going through our
land (especially in the middle of the field).
- cultivating
-harvesting
-interference with GPS — a tool we will more and more become reliant on, as well
as interference with computer system
So at least 6 x around each pole each year! — more fuel, more time, more headaches!

Suggestion

= follow 1-90 corridor and head south at Blue Earth, MN
- easier access year round
- less jig saw puzzles of farmable land that bring food and money into our

economy
= follow existing lines
= follow 140™ St. moving around houses through Fox Lake township and east to
Fairmont — there are only a few houses on this road...it is a wide road.

Ray you said we know future plans: my husband and I plan to have a chiropractic
business at 1476 130™ Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 Fox Lake Township — Martin County
as well as live there. When my parents Mary and Maynard Jagodzinske, are ready to



retire we plan on living at the family farm, 1506 120" Ave. Welcome, MN 56181 Fox
Lake Township- Martin County. Regardless of where we live there will be young
children on these farms daily.

Thank you for taking the time to read my comments and concerns. | really believe by
putting these poles up on either of the proposed routes is a poor economic and
environmental decision. The health of my family is the priority for me — please help
protect our young children and future generations, as | am the fifth generation to farm our
land and hope that legacy will continue.

Sincerely
Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman

Fox Lake Township — Martin County

Current address: 1126 150™ St Welcome, MN 56181

Family farm: Mary and Maynard Jagodzinske — 1506 120" Ave. Welcome, MN 56181
Future home and business: 1476 130" Ave. Welcome, MN 56181
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85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

ph 651.539.1885 | fax 651.539.1549
—h tp ://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities

MINNESOTA.
'DEPARTMENT OF
- COMMERGCE

PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Docket Nos. ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053

Email:

Street Address:  ($ o o 20 (P rce /,ZOZ; X3,56 vIs /@//r—’ J/Ty/«,
ctyy: Mol state: Y/ aip: 5 s

Please share your comments on the environmental impact statement (EIS) that will be prepared
for the Minnesota to lowa 345 kV transmission line project. What issues / impacts need to be
evaluated for the project? What alternatives routes should be considered to mitigate these
impacts? What alternatives to the project should be studied?

Comments must be received by Friday, August 2, 2013.
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Please submit this form at today’s meeting or mail it to the address provided on the back. You may use
additional sheets, as necessary. Comments can also be e-mailed to the Department of Commerce
Environmental Review Manager, Ray Kirsch, at: raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us or submitted online at:
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A, J, Jomes, Extension Soil Erosion Control/Conservation Tillage Specialist
E. C. Dickey, Extension Agricultural Engineer—Conservation
D. D. Eisemhauer, Extension Irrigation Specialist
R. A. Wiese, Extension Soils Specialist

This NebGuide will help you identify soil com-
paction and determine if compaction is limiting
yield.

Soil compaction is primarily caused by working or
driving on wet fields. Compaction can develop at or
below the soil surface (Fig. 1) and can lead to inefficient
fertilizer and water use and reduced yields. Observation
of crop growth and soil surface conditions can give clues
as to the extent of soil compaction.

On fields where you suspect compaction is extensive
enough to limit yields, evaluate root growth before
deciding on a deep tillage operation.

Figure 1. Tillage pans developed below the soil surface as-a result of
disking or plowing to a constant depth, (Photo courtesy of
National Soil Dynamic Laboratory, USDA, Auburn, AL.)

Soll Observations

Dark soil streaks. You may see changes in soil mois-
ture from soil compaction at the soil surface. Dark sur-
face soil can appear early in the spring where wheel
tracks were made by previous tractor or combine opera-
tions. The dark streaks are caused by moisture which re-
mains for a longer time above the compacted zone com-
pared to a noncompacted zone. Color differences are
easiest to see in fields with little or no surface crop resi-
due.

Figure 2. Ponded water on compacted nearly Ievel ground due to
poor drainage.

Water ponding and runoff. Water on the soil surface
is another sign of compaction (Fig. 2), and will be most
evident on nearly level ground and in low areas. On
sloping land, water will not pond but will tend to run
off. Runoff increases because less water can penetrate
the compacted zone. As runoff increases, soil erosion
usually increases. This will be especially true if crops are
planted up and down the hill and water is channeled into
furrows where wheel traffic has compacted the soil.
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Increased power requirement. It may also be possible
to detect compaction in the titlage zone. This is because
a compacted soil has more strength than a noncompact-
ed soil and will require more power for tillage. An in-
creased load on the engine or the need to gear down in
portions of the field to maintain speed can indicate com-
pacted areas.

Excess soil moisture. Monitoring soil moisture can
also help identify compaction. The expected rooting
depth for various crop development stages on deep irri-
gated soils is shown in Table 1. If moisture monitoring,
using the feel-and-appearance method (Nebguide
(G83-690), moisture blocks, or tensiometers, does not re-
veal moisture extraction at the expected rooting depths,
then (1) you are applying too much water too frequent-
ly, or (2) compaction is obstructing root development.

Table 1. Rooting depth for grain crops and soybeans.

Stage of growth Rooting depth Stage of growth Rooting depth

-------- Corn-»-er=-- ft -----Sorghum----- ft
Vegetative 1.0-1.5 Vegetative 1.0-1.5
12 leaf 2.0 Flag leaf 2.5
Early tassel 2.5 Boot 3.0
Silking 3.0 Bloom 3.5
Blister 3.5 Dough 4.0
Beginning dent 4.0

--Winter Wheat-- - Soybean-----

Fall growth 2.0 Vegetative 1.0-1.5
Spring growth 3.0 Early bloom 2.5
Joint 4,0 Full bloom 3.0
Boot 5.0 Pod elongation 3.5
Dough 6.0 Full seed fill 4,0

Figure 3. Uneven plant stands (foreground) and reduced plant height
(background) due to compaction.

Plant Observations

Crop emergence and growth. Crop growth often re-
flects the root system and soil environment, Early signs

of compaction and crusting in the upper one inch of soil
can be seen as plants germinate and emerge. The plant
must push up through the compacted surface soil or
grow laterally until it finds a crack. If the seedling does
not reach sunlight it will die. Also, if food reserves in
the seed are used up before the plant establishes a good
root system the seedling may not emerge or it may
emerge and then die. This will result in an uneven stand
(Fig. 3).

Compaction also influences plant height (Fig. 3).
Corn is most sensitive because it is one of the taller
crops. By the end of the growing season corn may be 6
inches to 4 feet shorter on compacted soil than on non-
-compacted soil. Other row crops and small grains will

be affected to a lesser extent, but patterns of tall and
short plants will be visible (Fig. 4).

Figure 4. Patterns of tall and short winter wheat plants reflect wheel
tracks from harvest operations the previous fall.

Figure 5. Yellowing of plants may be due to compaction-induced ni-
trogen and water deficiencies,

Crop color. Corn growing in compacted soils may
look purple in early growth stages. All crops growing in
compacted soils may show some yellowing during the
growing season (Fig. 5). The yellowing may be due to



Figure 6. Root development is restricted to the surface soil zone if severe compaction exists.

compaction-induced nitrogen or water deficiencies.
Soybeans may show signs of yellowing associated with
waterlogged soils. These symptoms will develop imme-
diately after a heavy rain or irrigation. When soils are
wet, nitrogen fixation by soybeans can be reduced and
will create yellowing in the leaves. As the soil dries,
about 6 to 10 days after rain, soybeans will green up
again as nitrogen fixation is resumed.

Root development. Compaction can prevent normal
root development, especially if the compacted zone is
within 6 to 8 inches of the soil surface (Fig 6). A sure
sign of compaction problems is roots growing horizon-
tally along the top of a compacted layer. Look for root
growth patterns by digging up plants with the root sys-
tem intact. Wash the roots and soil in a bucket of water.
If most roots are growing horizontally compaction is a
problem,

Wilting of plants. Another visible sign of compaction
is unexpected or early wilting of plants due to lack of
water. This can result from a shallow root system. Com-
paction can keep plant roots from deeper soil zones and
thus prevent the plant from extracting moisture from
these zones.

Reduced yields. The last major plant symptom of soil
compaction is reduced yield. When fertility, pests, and
other cultural practices have been eliminated as possible
causes of yield reductions, consider compaction a likely
cause. Compaction can cause yield reduction of 0 to
60%.

Soil Investigations

The observations mentioned indicate compaction. In
some cases, symptoms may also be associated with

disease, fertility, or other problems. To guarantee that
these observations are associated with compaction, soil
investigations are necessary. ,

Probe the soil in areas thought to be compacted and
noncompacted. Push a soil probe, penetrometer, or
small diameter soil sampling tube about two feet into
the soil (Fig. 7). Note the degree of resistance to pene-
tration. Also note how deep the probe is at those points
of greatest resistance. Probe several locations in each
area to get an idea of the ‘‘average’’ resistance to pene-
tration at each depth. The relative difference in resis-
tance at a depth between the two areas will help you de-
cide how ‘““‘compact’’ the compacted area is. Differences
in probe resistance can usually be found between a field
edge next to a fence and in the high traffic area such as
near a field entrance or where heavy harvest equipment
traveled.

Figure 7. A soil probe, penetrometer, or small diameter sampling
tube may be used to detect compacted soil zones.



You may choose to probe the soil with a penetrometer
having a numerical readout. Keep in mind that penetro-
meter readings, as well as the degree of difficulty of push-
ing a probe into the soil, are subjective measures and

have not been calibrated to yield performance. A dry .

soil is more difficult to probe than a wet soil, Soil
probes and penetrometers only indicate that a compact
layer may exist but give no indication of how extensively
the plarit roots penetrated the soil layer. Digging a hole
to examine the roots is necessary.

Dig holes in both compacted and noncompacted areas
about two feet in diameter and two feet deep. Make sure
you leave no shovel marks along one side. Along this
side, insert a knife, screwdriver, or other sharp tool
horizontally into the soil. Note the resistance to penetra-
tion. Repeat this procedure every 1/2 to 1 inch up and
down the side of the hole. If you find a zone of soil that

has greater resistance to penetration than the zone

above or below it, you probably identified a compacted
layer. Compare the resistance to. penetration of this

ssued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the /¢ /
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Leo E. Lucas, Director of Cooperative Extension Service, University of Nebraska, +
Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

layer with the resistance to penetration in the nonaffect-
ed area.

The next step is to look for restricted root growth.
Determine if roots have penetrated below the compact-
ed zone. If they are present, the compacted layer is
probably not yield-limiting. When no actively growing
roots are found below the compacted zone, production
will certainly be reduced. In this situation most of the
roots above the compacted layer may look stunted, en-
larged in diameter, and may be growing horizontally.
The roots may be growing through all portions of the
soil or they may follow along cracks or old root
channels. In excavated holes where roots are only grow-
ing through openings formed by tillage implements,
compaction could be yield-limiting.

It is also a good idea to check root penetration and
density in noncompacted areas to make a comparison
judgment. As a final step in identifying soil compaction,
have an extension specialist, trained soil scientist, or
other resource personnel verify your observations.

File Under: SOIL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
D-10, Fertility
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' Energy Facility Permitting
INNESOTA 85 7th Place East, Suite 500

DEPARTMENT OF St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198
COMMERCE ph 651.539.1885 | fax 651.539.1549

http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities

PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Docket Nos. ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053

Name: L/\ [ / Ju hingon Email: /(f(’WIJJ ro 6% ¢ e py Cown
Street Address: o/ /¢ Asep T4 [k o s
City: Shorhvrn State: pm A4/ ZIP: 4447}

Please share your comments on the environmental impact statement (EIS} that will be prepared
for the Minnesota to lowa 345 kV transmission line project. What issues / impacts need to be
evaluated for the project?. What alternatives routes should be considered to mitigate these
impacts? What alternatives to the project should be studied?

Comments must be received by Friday, August 2, 2013.
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Please submit this form at today’s meeting or mail it to the address provided on the back. You may use
additional sheets, as necessary. Comments can also be e-mailed to the Department of Commerce
Environmental Review Manager, Ray Kirsch, at: raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us or submitted online at:
http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities.




We, the undersigned worshippers and friends of Sherburn Assembly of God Regional Worship Center,
#2 Crossroads Drive, Sherburn, MN 56171, beg your careful consideration of our request regarding :

P U C Docket ET-6675/CN-12-1053 and P U C Docket ET-6675/TL-12-1337

The original notices regarding the “proposed route” were at best unciear, and were possibly deceptive, The
detaiied maps used at the public hearings showed an abrupt “Jog” south across Interstate 90 near the MN Hiway 4
intersection. The proposed easement, which then crosses our church fawn came as a complete surprise. For the
following reasons, please require ITC Midwest LLC to use a different route.

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)
6)

9)

Future pfanned church expansion to the north becomes impossibfe.

The route planners did hot have our facility marked as a Church on their maps, possibly causing them to
erroneously plan this route. _

The 345KVA line would be located 100 feet from our building, 120 feet from our PA system, almost
certainly causing significant interference and static. '

We use the area designated as “easement” for our children’s and youth programs outdoor activities.

This route would effectively take from us at least a third of our property.

There are many researchers who have clearly shown a strong connection between illnesses, including
cancers, and a person’s proximity to high voltage powerlines. Even the E P A cautions citizens that “There
is reason for concern” and advises “prudent avoidance” of high voltage power lines. {from
http:/fsafespaceprotection.com/electrostress-from-powerlines.aspx )

Whether you believe these warnings (in #6) or not, they have a huge impact on much of the public with
significant consequence:

a ) property located under a power line frequently loses up to % of its market value

b ) we are not a “traditional” Church depending on people coming out of religious habit, we are an
“evangelistic”, outreach church, depending on people to join us because they want to. A high voltage line
near our building would be a deterrent to our ministry

We are a very active congregation. People who attend here are often at the facility 3 or more times each
week for worship, music, Christian education, children’s ministries, Bible studies, personal ministry, etc.
This is not a “one hour a week” church. Such extended exposure to a High Voltage Power field would be
dangerous

Our éntire building Is steel, even the stud walls, The entire structure is “bonded” as required by

code. This means (1} the entire steel frame, (2} all of the studs in the interior walls with {2a) steel drywall
screws just a fraction of an inch below the surface of the plaster, (3) the entire steel exterior of the
building, and (4) the common wire and the ground wire in every switch, outlet, conduit and breaker
box/fuse box are all connected. This is all grounded to a copper ground rod. This means our building is a
very good target for electric current flow. The ground rod is probably not nearly large enough to actually
handle the potential build-up, which would leave every steel door frame, every drywall screw head, every
door knob which is latched to the steel frames, the entire exterior of the building, and probably every part
of the plumbing system as “hot” electrified, just waiting for someone to touch it.

Please rule justly for us!

A p
) r

july 28, 2013
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From: Terry & Jody Johnson

To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: MN to lowa 345kV Transmission Line Project - Public Comment Form
Date: Monday, July 29, 2013 1:12:53 PM

July 29, 2013

Dear Mr. Kirsch,

We are writing this letter to share our concerns with the proposed power
line. The present line is on our property, and was installed previous to our
owning the land.

We have looked at our Abstract for Title. The power line has an access of
100 feet, which is 50 feet on our land. On this land we have trees that
help protect ourselves and horses from winter winds and helps save on
our heating bills. It also protects our orchard and garden from the
adjoining farm lands of over spray from chemicals. The orchard contains
apple, cherry, plum & peach trees and grape vines, also we have a large
garden that we count on for food. The line follows the edge of our
pasture, and the further footage they are now requesting would bite
extensively into this pasture and would remove our grove. We have
invested money and time in the proper seed required for the proper
nutrients of horses and upkeep of this ground and fencing.

We have checked online for other power projects. The right of way has
been 150 feet and less on other projects of the same size. So why do they
want 200 feet?

Further more, there is the health issue of electromagnetic currents in the
line. Our area has quite a few people suffering from different health and
cancer issues already. What is the cause? What is the proof that these
lines don't transmit cancer causing health problems? Our house is already
less than 400 feet from the existing power line.

When we attended the Blue Earth power line meeting, we talked with a
gentleman that has to do with leasing and another from the power
company. They were both were very adamant about not caring about
private property. | (Terry) asked “Why do they need 100 cleared feet on
both sides of the line?” They both basically said that they don't care about
our thoughts. So, | reminded them that '"WE' own the land and pay taxes


mailto:tj100johnson@bevcomm.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us

on it.

Lastly, we are not against supply and demand. We are not against working
with others, but, they need to be able to work with us also. For us having
the poles located elsewhere would be better. To the west of us there is a
wind farm that was added in the last two years. We have had the tall
power line poles to the east of us for years, and have not had a major
iIssue with them. Now they want to improve those poles with even larger,
uglier ones. *The poles could be positioned on the closed road to the
south of us, and to the north of us. Projects | have looked at, the poles
are 800 to 1,000 feet apart. (*Marked on the map.) We are sending by
mail a copy of this letter and the map.

Terry and Jody Johnson
35439 100" st.

Blue Earth, MN 56013
Phone: 507-526-3517
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INNESOTA AUG 012013 85 7th Place East, Suite 500
DEPARTMENT OF " St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

ph 651.539.1885 | fax 651.539.1548
-4 http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities

PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Minnesota to lowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Docket Nos. ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053

Name: ;!a/&j:m‘—; T\MDC—VL@L/ Email:

sweetaddress” 409 P lalle Aafo_

City: g//%m,éw; state: 7% 22 7/
Please share your comments on the environmental impact statement {EIS) that will be prepared
for the Minnesota to lowa 345 kV transmission line project. What issues / impacts need to be
evaluated for the project? What alternatives routes should be considered to mitigate these

impacts? What alternatives to the project should be studied?
Comments must be received by Friday, August 2, 2013.
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Please submit this é)r’m at today’s meeting or mail it to the address provided on the back. You may use
additional sheets, as necessary. Comments can also be e-mailed to the Department of Commerce
Environmental Review Manager, Ray Kirsch, at: raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us or submitted online at:

http://mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities.







From: Rod Kittleson

To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)

Subject: itc mn-ia 345 kv line

Date: Thursday, August 01, 2013 9:27:32 AM
Mr Kirsch,

As a landowner and active farmer in Martin co.MN | am offering comment on the proposed
345 kv line. If needed at all, | believe the route A following an existing 161 line preferable to
route B. Zig zagging as it would through Elm Creek township would, in my opinion , have a
negative impact on some sensitive areas including crep land, wetlands and wildlife
management areas. It would be visually unappealing as well as place obstructions along our
land in section 36 of EIm Creek. Also in this area of 140th st. is a historical home and active
bed and breakfast, Four Columns Inn, on the old Winnebago- Jackson stage route as well as
remnants of the old road itself.

Thank you for your consideration,
Rod Kittleson
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