














































From: Cindy Ford
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Sherburn, Minnesota concern regarding 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 6:40:04 AM

Dear Mr. Kirsch,

I have been a citizen in Sherburn for 33 years, My husband and I have raised two daughters. I
 have been on our EDA Board of Directors, our Sherburn Area Task Force as well as Vice-
President of our Sherburn Chamber of Commerce.  We own a home in Sherburn as well as a
 business in Sherburn for 33 years.

Our small town of 1,050 residents has been a safe community as well as an excellent school
 system for our children. Upon hearing about ITC considering running a high voltage
 transmission line  in our community, I as well as many other citizens, are VERY concerned
 about the health and well-being of our children.  The line proposed would run next to the
 Sherburn Elementary School and Sherburn Junior-Senior High School.  It also would run
 through the Regional Worship Center and close to our Sherburn Fire Department and
 Emergency building.,  

When does the health and welfare of our children, grandchildren, parents, teachers and staff be
 considered?  How about our property values in our community as well as our local
 businesses?  Does anyone want to move into or live in a city that has a hazardous electric
 transmission line in it  that causes many health issues including cancer. 

We ask you to route the transmission line away from Sherburn for the health and economic
 welfare of our citizens.

Sincerely,

Cindy Ford
217  Fairmont Avenue
Sherburn, MN   56171

mailto:cindyford@gmail.com
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us


























From: tomtammy
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Minnesota to Iowa 345 kV transmission line project
Date: Monday, April 28, 2014 3:52:41 PM

Dr. Mr. Kirsch:  I am writing regarding the draft environmental impact statement that has been
 prepared for the Minnesota to Iowa 345 kV transmission line project.  (Docket Nos. ET6675/Tl-12-
1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053).
 
The proposed route has this line going directly through Sherburn, MN.  This proposed route would
 be directly over the FFA garden.  Our local children have worked in this garden for many summers. 
 This proposed route is also very close to our public schools, a church, resident homes and other
 buildings.  We, as citizens of Sherburn, deserve to be protected from this proposed route.  The
 rights of tax paying citizens deserve to be protected over “big business.”  Many of us have lost loved
 ones to cancer, it is unjust that a business would be allowed to put us at greater risk of developing
 cancer due to exposure of this power line.    
 
For the safety of our children and our community, please keep this proposed route out of Sherburn,
 MN. 
 
Thank you,
 
Tom and Tammy Gregory
Citizens of Sherburn, MN
Parents of 4 school-aged children

mailto:tomtammy@frontiernet.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us




















From: Doug Hartke
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Minnesota to Iowa 345kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Friday, May 09, 2014 9:37:38 AM

As a long term resident of the city of Sherburn and a 27 year member of the Sherburn Fire
 Department, I strongly oppose Route A and ask that Modified Route A be considered.
Route A is too close to our community especially the Assembly of God Church, The Fire Department
 and the 2 Martin County West Schools!
 
Sincerely

Doug Hartke
 
Doug Hartke
PO Box 455
Sherburn, MN 56171
507 236 1700 Cell
507 764 4060 Office
507 764 4065 Fax
dhartke@frontiernet.net
 

mailto:dhartke@frontiernet.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us


From: Doug
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Minnesota to Iowa 345kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Friday, May 09, 2014 9:39:38 AM

As a long term resident of the city of Sherburn I strongly oppose Route A and ask that Modified
 Route A be considered!
 
Thanks
 
Lisa Hartke
 
 
 
Lisa Hartke

303 East 5th Street
Sherburn, MN 56171
507 764 2785
duhartke@frontiernet.net
 
 

mailto:duhartke@frontiernet.net
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From: Sonia Hoewisch
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: MN-IA 345 kV Transmission Project
Date: Thursday, May 08, 2014 11:37:17 AM

Dear Mr. Kirsch,
I have studied the map sent by ITC Midwest showing the possible routes for the new 345 kV
 line.  I think that Route B would be better than Route A.  Route A is so near to the existing
 Rutland substation on 3 sides; that cannot be good for the health of people or livestock who
 are living within that area.  

I do not know of any alternatives to adding more kV lines, but I hope there are people
 dedicated to finding a solution to this problem.  We cannot keep adding more and more lines
 to cover the increasing our increasing use of electricity; it's only a temporary solution.  What
 will it be like in 50 years?  

Your truly,
Sonia Hoewisch

mailto:sonia_hoewisch@hotmail.com
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us














From: Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM); Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman
Subject: CN-12-1053 TL-12-1337
Date: Thursday, May 08, 2014 1:30:12 PM

Hi Ray- I am the girl that spoke at the Fairmont meeting about my concerns mainly on the
 health of my three small children and being the fifth generation to farm wanting that to be a
 profitable and healthy choice for my children.  I'm not sure if all my concerns should be sent
 to you or saved for the judge but here they are.  I am a science person so I prefer bullet points
 forgive me if it seem too informal.

A quick background again, My name is Sarah Jagodzinske Rohman, my husband and our three
 children currently live at 1126 150th St. Welcome, MN 56181 which is located in Fox Lake
 Township Section 23.  The current route A would cut very close to our home (not within the
 1000ft) but not much further than that from my understanding and through our field.  I
 appreciate the modified route A as it removed this piece of the line from going through the
 middle of our field, causing a lot of headache in terms of farming around and compaction of
 our land and moved it away from our home.  However, a new young family with a baby is
 moving in to our home and we are moving to 1476 130th Ave Welcome, MN 56181 (I
 mentioned this in a previous letter during comment periods) in section 30 of Frazier
 township.  This is where my problems begin, both route B and modified A go directly over our
 new driveway.

My concerns are the same as I have expressed previously however with now two of the routes
 going across our driveway it seems more important and pressing that this is considered.
We have three children
- our children are 5, 3, and 1 year old...We are having another baby in December 2014 so I will
 have small children for a long time!  I am very concerned for my children's health and feel
 that while our house is just outside the 1000 ft mark it is still very close and has potential to
 make my kids very ill and cause life threatening diseases.
- my kids will be standing and waiting for the bus directly under these lines five
 days/week...that is a lot of direct exposure.
- I have sent the research I have had before to various people but if you need it I can get it. My
 main source, while there are more than one, comes from pubmed.

Healthcare clinic will be opening at this location in July 2014 (1476 130th Ave. Welcome,
 MN 56181)
- it is an all metal building, again outside the 1000ft mark but very close
- concerns for the patients & business 
- there will be a sign placed on our property on 130th Ave in July for the business it is made of

mailto:sjago@hotmail.com
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
mailto:sjago@hotmail.com


 all metal.  Will this create an electric fence effect?  safety concerns

Test plot
- we have a test plot for NuWay that we plant.  It would be very difficult to plant with poles in
 the way.  If not able to plant the test plot because of the poles this would be a great
 inconvenience for NuWay as well as us as NuWay provides the seed to plant so not doing it
 would add to our expenses every year.
- the sign post for the test plot to identify each seed variety are made of metal.  Again, will this
 create an electric fence effect? - someone at the meeting in Fairmont quoted some codes
 that the poles could not be over metal? This could be a problem.

My suggestion: 
- follow I-90 and do not cut north on hwy 263/130th Ave.
- follow the existing poles across fox lake and follow the existing lines - seems to make sense
 as they already exist
- Do the cost control process recommended by Mr. Johnson and agreed by Mr. Rakow. 
 Please protect the residents in Minnesota from our rates going up so high because of this
 private company and all the other projects linked to this, that we will supposedly benefit from
 even though in some testimony that is not agreed that we will benefit as much as they say. 
 ITC commented on the cost control an said their reputation depends on not making our rates
 go too high, but why do they care about their reputation if they didn't even need to bid to get
 this job.  The job was given to them and they are guaranteed 10-12% return on their
 investment.  There are not many jobs where there is no risk but this sure seems like one of
 them.  

Now for questions I'm not sure if matter for you or the judge:
Is this project really the best way/needed?  (I know that is the whole point of what you are
 doing.)
pg. 5 Rakow Rebuttal (paraphrased)
- not clear to comply with MN RES
- do not need to add significant amounts of wind for RES compliance in the near future
- smaller transmission project, such as 161kV rebuild alternative would be better match for
 MN RES compliance plans in the near term

pg. 8 Rakow Rebuttal
- significant wind resources, beyond resources already committed to are not needed to meet
 MN RES in near future

pg. 9 Rakow Rebuttal
- little benefit to MN utilities from a lower REC price, at least in the near term



My question - why would we pay for and put up such a big project if not needed in the near
 term and going further we can not predict the future so even if the argument is we may need
 it in the future what if we don't?  Then we have spent a lot of money, took up land that is now
 farmed in our case unrestricted of such obstacles and put residents at harm with health
 problems.

Can a decision be made if information relavent to the Commission decision criteria is not
 provided?
pg. 7 Rakow Rebuttal 
- issue is the cost of the proposed project compared to that of reasonable alternatives. 
My question- have reasonable alternatives been given enough thought study...from my
 understanding ITC did not give as much information on this topic.

   



To whom it may concern, 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns for the future project 
of CN-12-1053 and TL-12-1337. 
I’ve wondered from the very beginning if this is to benefit consumers in 
Kossuth County and eastward why the line isn’t going into Iowa right south 
of Lakefield. This would seem to be the most economical route. Why go 
through Minnesota farmland? 
 
Another option would be to follow the existing line that goes across Fox 
Lake. A farmer who owns land in Fraser Township told me he would not 
mind having their line upgraded to a one-pole system instead of the two-pole 
system that he now farms around. 
Farmland is precious and we want to preserve our land. This is more than a 
job – it is a way of life! 
 
But most importantly - Grandchildren are our future and the love of my life. 
Please help us protect their health and quality of life! The fewer households 
the line can go by the better for the health of more people. 
 
Thank you for your time!  
 
Sincerely, Mary Jagodzinske, Farmer and Grandmother of future farmers 



















From: Earl and Sharon Johnson
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Commenting on the power line
Date: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 8:54:53 PM

Dear Mr. Kirsch,
 
I don’t know if you realize how close to  Sherburn, MN  these power line drawings come- right
 into neighborhoods, a Kum and  Go, and even our church.  Our church is a steel building, only
 14 years old.  The powerful transportation of electricity would render the church useless to
 anyone with a pace maker, insulin pump, or some other surgical implants, not to mention
 what it would do to our sound system.  Then there is the matter of the health of people who
 spend a lot of time in this area, which is a very important thing.  The modified version is
 somewhat better for Sherburn.  Please keep this power line away from Sherburn.
 
Thank you, Sharon Johnson

mailto:se2689@frontier.com
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us




































From: Regional Worship Center
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Cc: Sue Koons-home
Subject: Comments for MN to Iowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 5:47:38 PM

Greetings Mr. Kirsch:
 
I am writing concerning the Minn. To Iowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project (Docket Nos.
 ET6675/TL-12-1337 and ET6675/CN-12-1053) that is planned to run along the north edge of of the
 town of Sherburn, and the church property owned by the Assembly of God Regional Worship
 Center.
 
I am a member of the church and also work in the church building.  I am very concerned about
 working in the metal building with this transmission line crossing the church property and so close
 to the church building.  An ITC 69 kV line crosses our property north of Sherburn and years ago I
 researched the biological effects of such electromagnetic fields on living cells.  It is long established
 that the electromagnetic fields cause cellular changes and the potential for cancer.  I’m concerned
 about the health effects of such a line so close to where people live and work; not to mention the
 potential safety hazards of this electric line so close to our metal church building, or the
 interference with wireless services within the church could potentially be so disruptive as to render
 the church unusable as a church.
 
If this powerline is indeed beneficial to the “rate payers” in our area, and the projected judged to be
 necessary and therefore moves forward to construction, then I urge the redirection of the line
 around Sherburn to north of Interstate 90 and away from the church, businesses and homes
 situationed just south of the interstate.
 
Any route of this line should first take into consideration the health and safety of all the citizens
 along its course.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Koons
1473 State Hwy 4
Sherburn, MN  56171
 
 

mailto:sagrwc@frontiernet.net
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
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From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: Krieger Sat Apr 26 22:23:19 2014 ET6675/TL-12-1337
Date: Saturday, April 26, 2014 10:23:24 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: ITC Midwest Minnesota to Iowa 345 kV Transmission Line Project

Docket number: ET6675/TL-12-1337

User Name: Kevin  Krieger

County: Faribault County

City: Blue Earth

Email: mkmbkrieger@bevcomm.net

Phone: 5075252207

Impact:  12875 370th Avenue.  I was never notified of recent meetings which may affect me.  Why not?  There is
 active mining in this area.  Will this affect the proposed line or permit for one?

Mitigation: Locate the line west of my home, not right by it.

Submission date: Sat Apr 26 22:23:19 2014

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us

mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
mailto:raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us
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