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7-50.

Map 3-8 has been revised to indicate the use of triple-circuit structures for a portion of route alternatives 
I90–1 and I90-2. 
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7-51.

As discussed in Section 5.2.1 and in Section 6.1 of the EIS, the project must be constructed in accordance with 
the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) accommodation policy for utilities. This policy requires, 
among other things, that transmission line structures along I-90, including davit arms, must be outside of the 
MnDOT ROW. Route alternative I90-2 anticipates following an existing 69 kV line for a portion of its length 
west of Fox Lake. If placing the new 345 kV structures on the alignment of the existing 69 kV line causes, in 
places, the line to be in nonconformance with MnDOT’s accommodation policy, the line would need to be 
moved back from I-90 in these locations to come into conformance.    
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7-52.

Section 7.1.1 discusses using route alternatives I90-1 and I90-2 to remove the existing 161 kV line from Fox 
Lake and Lake Charlotte. This discussion notes that potential impacts to avian species could be reduced by 
removing the 161 kV line from the lakes and double-circuiting along I90-1 or I90-2. 

The figures in Section 7, including Figure 7-2, do not include stoplight motifs for routing scenarios that 
remove the existing 161 kV line from Fox Lake and/or Lake Charlotte. These scenarios are discussed only in 
text. To add these scenarios to the figures would, in EERA staff’s opinion, be more confusing for the reader 
than helpful.
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7-53.

As discussed in Section 7.1.2, the primary indicator used to estimate potential impacts to agricultural lands 
is the utilization of existing ROW where transmission lines cross agricultural land. Using existing ROW, e.g., 
existing roads and transmission lines, minimizes impacts to agricultural operations.  

Though route variation JA-2 crosses through several fields north of 820th St., it also utilizes the existing 161 
kV line for the greatest extent. Because of this utilization of existing transmission line ROW, EERA staff believes 
that JA-2 is appropriately categorized in Figure 7-3. EERA staff appreciates that there is judgment involved in 
estimating relative merits and that the figures in Section 7 are limited to three categories of relative merits. 

7-54.

See response to comment 7-53. JA-2 is categorized as consistent with the routing factor “Use or Paralleling of 
Existing ROWs” for its use of transmission line ROW and field lines (see Figure 6-12).

As discussed in the introduction to Section 7, the routing factors H and J in Minnesota Rule 7850.4100 address 
similar issues, and for purposes of the relative merits figures in Section 7 they are considered as one, with 
textual comment on the use of field lines and boundaries as appropriate. 

7-55.

Figure 7-3 has been modified to address this comment. 
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7-56.

Figure 7-4 has been modified to address this comment.
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