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XcelEnergy
NORTHERN STATES POWER

PROPOSED CHASICA HIGHWAY 212 CORRIDOR 115kV TRANSMISSION L1NE
CONVERSION PROJECT

NEAR CHASKA, MINNESOTA

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Why is this project needed?

This project is an upga’ade of existing lines from 69 kV to 115 kV, along with construction of a
new segment of 115 kV transmission line. The project is required to provide reliable
transmission service to the new load at the Chaska- West Creek Cm~orate Center. It is also
needed to meet the long term load growth needs at Chaska, City of Carver, Victoria, and
Augusta.

What permits are needed?

A Route PmTnit is required for the project raider Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(MPUC) rules. The project will be filed under the alternative pmanitting process identified in
Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850.2900 to 7850.3900. Xce! Energy will file the route permit in
summer 2011.

When is construction anticipated?

The permitting process is expected to take six to eight months. After the route is approved, Xcel
Energy will begin detailed snrvey and design. We expect construction to begin in the spring of
2012. The project is anticipated to be in service in 2013.

What can landowners expect in the form of compensation if the route is on their land?

The project will occupy existing transmission line con’idors. Some new easements may be
necessary, however. Should easement modifications be required, Xcel Energy will provide fair
compensation in the form of easement payments to property owners where new easements are
necessary. We will work directly with property owners to address their concerns. Property
owners may continue to use the land around transmission strnctures as long as it doesn’t interfere
with the safe operation of the electric line facilities. We have additional handouts providing
more detailed right-of-way information and a description of how the landowner contact process
works.



What about EMF?

Electric and magnetic fields, called EMF for short, are created by anything that conducts
electricity, including transmission lines, household appliances and business equipment. These
fields are strongest closest to their source, so the farther you are away from the source, the lower
the strength of the field. Decades of scientific and medical research, reviewed by national and
international expert panels and government agencies, have found no convincing evidence of
adverse impacts to human health from EMF. We would be happy to provide more detailed
background information concerning the question of health effects associated with magnetic fields
if you wish. We will also wovide infomaation on this issue in our" permit applications.

What will the line look like?

The route for the project is not expected to move from the cun’ent right-of-way. Poles for the
transmission line will most likely include single pole structures made of either galvanized or
weathering steel. The pictures below are shnilar to how the transmission line structures (poles)
will appear in those areas that won’t be sharing local distribution hnes.

115 kV Structures

Galvanized Pole Structure

Will the Project include new Substations?

Weathering Steel Structure

The City of Chaska will be building a new West Creek substation immediately west of the new
corporate center located on CSAH 10, just west of Highway 212.
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Map Document: (P:/20101297/gis/publicMeeting/20101297pub01D_Index.mxd)
5/3/2011 3:13:13 PM

Data Source(s):  MN LMIC Imagery (2008), Aerial Express (2006); MN LMIC GNIS (1998),  MN DNR NHIS (2011) - NHIS data are not based on an exhaustive inventory of the
state.  The lack of data for any geographic area shall not be construed to mean that no significant features are present., MN SHPO (2009), MN OSA (2009), NHR (2009), MNDNR
CBS (2009),  MNDOT (2004),  MNDNR (various  years  and  multiple  datasets  on  fee  lands),  FSA CRP (2007),  USGS NHD (2008),  USFWS NWI (1997),  BWSR (2009),  Ventyx
Velocity Suite (2010), ESRI Transportation (2009), Metropolitan Council (2006), Minnesota DNR, Division of Waters (2008); Aerial Express (2006); LMIC WMS (2010); Xcel
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Data Source(s): ALL DATA ARE APPROXIMATE. MN LMIC Imagery (2008), Aerial Express (2006); MN LMIC GNIS (1998),  Copyright 2010-MN DNR
Ecological and Waters Division, NHIS (2010) - NHIS data are not based on an exhaustive inventory of the state.  The lack of data for any geographic area shall
not be construed to mean that no significant features are present., MN SHPO (2009), MN OSA (2009), NHR (2009), MNDNR CBS (2009), MNDOT (2004),
MNDNR (various years & multiple datasets on fee lands), FSA CRP (2007), USGS NHD (2008), USFWS NWI (1997), BWSR (2009), Ventyx Velocity Suite
(2010), ESRI Transportation (2009), Metropolitan Council (2006), MN DNR, Division of Waters (2008); Aerial Express (2006); LMIC WMS (2010); WPS (2010);
Xcel (2010).
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Velocity Suite (2010), ESRI Transportation (2009), Metropolitan Council (2006), Minnesota DNR, Division of Waters (2008); Aerial Express (2006); LMIC WMS (2010); Xcel
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