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From: Gus Karpas
To: Birkholz, David (COMM); Eknes, Bret (PUC); Kaluzniak, Mike (PUC); timothy.g.rogers@xcelenergy.com
Cc: "Debra Kind"; Tom Fletcher
Subject: Passed Resolution
Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 12:14:56 PM
Attachments: Resolution 14-12 Xcel Routing Concerns - Signed.pdf


Resolution 12-12 Response to Xcel Certificate of Need - Signed.pdf


Attached are the following Resolutions passed by the Greenwood City Council for your
consideration:
 
Resolution 12-12  A RESOLUTION RESPONDING TO XCEL ENERGY’S CERTIFICATE OF NEED
APPLICATION SCOTT COUNTY TO WESTGAT 115kV UPGRADES DOCKET NO. 11-332
 
Resolution 14-12  A RESOLUTION REQUESTING CONSIDERATION OF GREENWOOD’S CONCERNS
REGARDING THE PROPOSED ROUTING OF THE XCEL ENERGY SCOTT COUNTY TO WESTGATE 115kV
UPGRADES DOCKET NO. 11-948.
 
Thank you for your consideration and please contact me if you have any questions.
 
Gus Karpas
City Clerks



mailto:guskarpas@mchsi.com

mailto:david.birkholz@state.mn.us

mailto:bret.eknes@state.mn.us

mailto:mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us

mailto:timothy.g.rogers@xcelenergy.com

mailto:dkind100@gmail.com

mailto:tfletcher@aexcom.com


































CITY OF EXCELSIOR 


 


 


 
 
July 31, 2012 
 


Mr. David Birkholz 
State Permit Manager 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 


85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198 


 
Re:  Excelsior Substation Upgrades, PUC Docket Nos. 11-948 and 11-332 


 
Dear Mr. Birkholz: 
 


Xcel Energy is proposing an upgrade of the Excelsior substation as part of the 
construction of a new 115kV transmission line.  It is anticipated based on materials 


presented by Xcel Energy to date that there will be potential impacts to the City 
and its residents.  The Excelsior City Council requests that all available options and 
alternatives for reducing or eliminating such impacts be considered and evaluated 


through the Environmental Assessment Process.   
 


The City of Excelsior has the following comments and questions regarding the 
upgrade of the Excelsior substation: 


 Identify and assess the visual impacts of the substation and identify all 
practicable methods to limit or reduce the height of the new facility. 


 
 Identify and assess all practicable methods to screen, disguise, camouflage 


or otherwise remove the substation from general view. 


 


 Identify and assess any noise impacts.  Will the substation generate or emit 
a hum or other sounds that may have an impact on the surrounding area? 


We look forward to your assessment of the environmental impacts of this project 
and will assist you in any way possible.  If you have any questions, please feel free 


to contact me at 952-653-3672. 


Sincerely, 


 
Kristi Luger 
City Manager  


339 THIRD STREET 
EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA 55331 


TEL: 952-474-5233 
FAX: 952-474-6300 


www.ci.excelsior.mn.us 
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August 1, 2012 


 


David Birkholz, State Permit Manager 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota, 55101-2198 
david.birkholz@state.mn.us 


 


Dear Mr. Birkholz: 


In Greenwood’s resolution 14-12 dated June 6, 2012 regarding Xcel Energy’s Westgate 115kV 
transmission line route permit application on Docket 11-948, we requested that the Public Utilities 
Commission require Xcel Energy to provide cost and reliability information for burying the 115kV 
transmission line along the LRT trail in Greenwood. At the scoping meeting on July 18 you indicated 
that Xcel would probably not be asked to provide the cost for a buried line option because there had not 
been a request for burying the line at a specific location. 


I would accordingly like to reaffirm the city of Greenwood’s request that Xcel be required to provide the 
cost of burying the proposed transmission line starting at Linwood Circle at the east end of Greenwood 
and continuing to just short of the St Alban’s Bay bridge at the west end of Greenwood. It would seem 
that the LRT trail would be a relatively cost-effective place to install buried cable because it is a linear 
crushed rock trail with limited grade crossings and potentially lower than normal underground utility 
conflicts. Without site-specific cost information it is not possible to properly evaluate the buried cable 
option along this local and regional resource. 


The city of Greenwood appreciates your efforts on this project as you try to balance multiple interests. 


 
Sincerely, 


 
Debra J. Kind 
Mayor, City of Greenwood 
 
 

















M innesota Department of Transportation 


Office of Land Management 
395 John Ireland Boulevard 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 


Mailstop 678 


October 22, 2012 


David Birkholz, State Permit Manager 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 


Phone: 651-366-4635 
Fax: 651-366-3450 
stacy.kotch@state.mn.us 


RE: In the Matter of the SWTC Scott County-Bluff Creek-Westgate 69 kV to 115 kV 
Transmission Line Upgrade - Seeping Comment Addendum 
PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-948 


Dear Mr. Birkholz, 


In the development of the Environmental Assessment for the above-mentioned project, 
MnDOT representatives and Xcel Energy representatives met with you on October 91


h, 2012, 
to discuss MnDOT's interests surrounding existing and new seeping alternatives along Trunk 
Highways (TH} 5, 7, and 41 , as noted in our seeping comments of August 1, 2012. More 
specifically, the intention of the meeting was to discuss the feasibility of placing this HVTL 
along TH 7 in these areas as well as the suggested areas of TH 41 and TH 5 with regard to 
MnDOT's Utility Accommodation Policy (http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/files/pdf/appendix
QJ2.Qfl and issuance of a MnDOT Utility Permit on Trunk Highway Right of Way. 


MnDOT appreciates the opportunity to meet and discuss our interests. MnDOT notes 
that several of the seeping alternatives impact the state transportation system with a large 
portion of the project area directly abutting a state trunk highway. 


MnDOT has broken down our concerns/constraints by department in the following 
manner: 


TRAFFIC 
Attached is a sketch of the Traffic Control Signal System (in Enclosure 2) to be avoided 


at the intersection of TH 41 and TH 5 while maintaining a perpendicular crossing of both trunk 
highways. 


PLANNING 
MnDOT projects planned on TH 7 from Minnetonka Blvd to County Road 101 include 


sign replacement along the corridor in 2016 and signal replacement at Vine Hill Rd. in 2017. 
No capacity improvements are planned . 
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RIGHT OF WAY MAPPING 
Attached are the MnDOT right of way maps for the Scoping Alternatives in question 


along TH 41, TH7 and TH5. Both sides of the trunk highway right of way (area to avoid 
physical encroachment) are highlighted for your convenience. 


Stacy Kotch 


Utility Transmission Route Coordinator 


Office of Land Management 


Minnesot a Department of Transportation 


Enclosures 1.MNDOT ROW MAPS -TH 7 ALTERNATIVE (flash drive) 
2.MNDOT ROW MAPS- TH 41 & TH 5 ALTERNATIVE (flash drive) 


cc: Tim Rogers - Xcel Energy 
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