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HOUSES
ABOUT TRANSMiSSiON UNE UPGRADE

Xcel Energy is hosting public open houses to
provide information on an electric transmission
line°upgrade in the southwest Twin Cities, The
company is proposing to rebuild a segment of
existing 69 kilovolt (kV) transmission line with
a i15 kV line and is seeking public feedback
prior to filing a Route Permit application with
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission later
this winter.

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Monday, January ’tO
4to 7 p.m.
Eden Praide Community Center
16700 Valley View Rood
Eden Praide, MN 55346
Thursday, January 13
4to 7 p.m.
Bayview Even~ Center
687 -Excelsior Boulevard
Excelsior, MN 55331

Maps and information on the proposed con-
struction location, structure types, right-of-way
and the permitting process will be available at
the open house. Project staff will be available to
talk about the proposed schedule and project
and to answer any questions you may have.
Information on how to participate in the state
route permitting process will also be available.

You are welcome at anytime dudng the hours
of the open house. If you cannot a~tend, please
contact Tim Rogers or Chris Rogers from Xcel
Energy atthe numbers below, and they will
send you information or have an Xcel Energy
representative arrange to speak with you at
another time.

LAND ACQUISITION CONTACTS
Chris Rogers,
senior siting and land rights agent
Xcel Energy
(612) 330-6078
christophenc.rogers@xcelenergy.com
Tim Rogers,
supervisor, sitieg and permittiog
Xcel Energy
(612) 330-1955
tim othy.s.roge rs@xcelee ergy.com

ABOUT THE PROJECT
The project ex~ends from the Bluff Creek Substation in Chanhassen norbh/northeast to ff
Excelsior Substation, then nor[beast to the Deephaven Substation, then easVsoutheast
to the end point at West Gate Substation in Eden Prairie.This project is needed to ensun
reliable and stable electric service in the southwestTwin Cities, including Chanhassen.
Deephaven, Eden Prairie, Excelsior, Greenwood, Minnetonka and Shorewood.
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Minnesota Newspaper Association

12 South Sixth Street Suite 1120

Minneapolis, MN 55402

612-332-8844

Affidavit of Publication

The Minnesota Newspaper Association verifies that the

Public Open House

ran as follows

Chanhassen Villager Dec. 30, 2010
Eden Prairie News Dec. 30, 2010
Eden Prairie Sun Dec. 30, 2010
Excelsior Shorewood Chanhassen Sun Dec. 30, 2010

Sun Dec. 30, 2010

By:

Date:

Managing Director

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

My Commission Expires JanuhOj 31,2015

day of January 2011.
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APPENDIX E.3 

ATTENDANCE FORM FOR JANUARY 10 AND JANUARY 13, 2011 XCEL 

ENERGY PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
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PROJECT INFORMATION LITERATURE PROVIDED AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 



 

 

 
This page is intentionally blank. 

 

 

 



 
 

PROPOSED BLUFF CREEK TO WESTGATE TRANSMISSION LINE REBUILD PROJECT  

NEAR CHANHASSEN, SHOREWOOD, EXCELSIOR, GREENWOOD, DEEPHAVEN 

MINNETONKA AND EDEN PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 

Why is this project needed? 

 

This project is an upgrade of existing lines from 69 kV to 115 kV and is needed to ensure 

reliable and stable electric service in the area near the cities of Chanhassen, Shorewood, 

Excelsior, Greenwood, Deephaven, Minnetonka, and Eden Prairie.  The project will help to 

eliminate low voltage issues and equipment overloads during transmission outages.  

 

What permits are needed? 

 

A Certificate of Need (CON) is required for the project because it is classified as a large energy 

facility under Minn. Stat. §§ 216B.243 and 216B.2421, subd. 2(3) and is a high voltage 

transmission line with a capacity greater than 100 kV more than ten miles of transmission line 

within Minnesota.  Xcel Energy will apply for a CON for the project in early 2011. 

 

A Route Permit is required for the project under Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

(MPUC) rules. The project will be filed under the alternative permitting process identified in 

Minnesota Rules Chapter 7850.2900 to 7850.3900.  Xcel Energy will file the route permit in 

conjunction with the CON in early 2011.   

 

When is construction anticipated? 

 

The permitting process is expected to take six to eight months.  After the route is approved, Xcel 

Energy will begin detailed survey and design.  We expect construction to begin in the fall of 

2012.  The project is anticipated to be in service in 2013.   

 

What can landowners expect in the form of compensation if the route is on their land? 

 

The project will occupy existing transmission line corridors.  Some new easements may be 

necessary, however.  Should easement modifications be required, Xcel Energy will provide fair 

compensation in the form of easement payments to property owners where new easements are 

necessary.  We will work directly with property owners to address their concerns. Property 

owners may continue to use the land around transmission structures as long as it doesn’t interfere 

with the safe operation of the electric line facilities.  We have additional handouts providing 

more detailed right-of-way information and a description of how the landowner contact process 

works. 
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What about EMF? 

 

Electric and magnetic fields, called EMF for short, are created by anything that conducts 

electricity, including transmission lines, household appliances and business equipment. These 

fields are strongest closest to their source, so the farther you are away from the source, the lower 

the strength of the field. Decades of scientific and medical research, reviewed by national and 

international expert panels and government agencies, have found no convincing evidence of 

adverse impacts to human health from EMF.  We would be happy to provide more detailed 

background information concerning the question of health effects associated with magnetic fields 

if you wish.  We will also provide information on this issue in our permit applications. 

 

What will the line look like? 

 

The route for the project is not expected to move from the current right-of-way.  Poles for the 

transmission line will include single pole structures made of either galvanized or weathering 

steel.  The pictures below are similar to how the transmission line structures (poles) will appear 

in those areas that won’t be sharing local distribution or cable TV lines.   

 
Single Circuit 115 kV Structures 

   
       Galvanized Pole Structure            Weathering Steel Structure 

 

Will the Project include new Substations?   

 

Electrical equipment upgrades will be part of the project.  This new equipment can be installed 

within the current fenced area at the existing Westgate and Excelsior substations.  The 

Deephaven substation will require some expansion of the fenced equipment area, but this 

expansion will be contained within the property currently owned by Xcel.  No additional land 

acquisition will be necessary for equipment upgrades at the substation locations.   

 




