
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Facilities Permitting 

Public Information and Scoping Meeting 
 

Parkers Prairie 115 kV 
Transmission Line Project 

 
December 13, 2011 



Agenda 

1) Introductions / Materials 
2) Proposed Project 
3) State Permitting Process 
4) Public Participation & Comments 



Proposed Project 

o Replace an existing 41.6 kV 
line along County Road 6 with 
a new 115 kV line 

 

o Expand the existing Parkers 
Prairie substation 

 

o Connect the substation and 
new line to an existing 115 kV 
line through a switch 
structure.  





 
 
 



State Permitting Process 

o Route Permit Required from the     
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

  (Minn. Statute 216E) 
 

o Permitting Process to Develop Route Permit 
(Minn. Rules 7850) 

 

o Commission Gets Assistance from State 
Agencies 

MINNESOTA 

OAH 
OFFICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 



State Permitting Process - Flowcharts 
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State Permitting Process - Schedule 
 
 
 

Permitting Process Step Anticipated Date Actual Date 

Application Filing  October 24, 2011 

Application Acceptance  December 7, 2011 

Public Information & Scoping Meeting  December 13, 2011 

Scoping Decision January 2012  

Environmental Assessment Completed March 2012  

Public Hearing April 2012  

Administrative Law Judge’s Report May 2012  

Commission Meeting / Permit Issued June 2012  

 



Public Participation - Information 

o Energy Facility Permitting Website 
 www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us  
 Click on “Transmission Lines” and scroll down to 

“Parkers Prairie” 
 www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=32307 
 
 

o eDockets Website  
www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp 

 Search on Year “11” and Number “867” 
 



Public Participation - Mailing List 

o Sign Up for Project Mailing List 
• Sign Up Sheet 
• www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us  

 

o Subscribe to eDockets 
• https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 Click on “Subscribe to Dockets” 
 

o Contact Us – Mailing List, Questions 
 

Ray Kirsch, State Permit Manager 
651-296-7588 
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us 

David Birkholz, Public Advisor 
651-296-2878 
david.birkholz@state.mn.us 
 

mailto:david.birkholz@state.mn.us�


Public Participation - Comments  

Scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
 

o Issues to Examine 
o Mitigation Strategies to Analyze 
o Route Alternatives to Consider 

  
 



Public Participation - Comments  

o Verbal Comments at Tonight’s Meeting 
o Complete and Submit a Comment Sheet 
o Comment On-Line 

www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us 

o Mail, Fax, or Email a Comment 
 Ray Kirsch 
 Minnesota Department of Commerce 
 85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
 St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
 fax: 651-297-7891 
 raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us  

o Comments Period Ends:  December 30, 2011 
  

 



Public Participation - Commenting  

o One Speaker at a Time 
o Please Limit Comments to a Few Minutes 
o Please State and Spell Your Name for the 

Court Reporter 
o Maintain Respect for Others 
o Direct Your Comments / Questions to the 

Scope of the EA 
  

  
 



Public Participation - Comments  

Scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
 

o Issues to Examine 
o Mitigation Strategies to Analyze 
o Route Alternatives to Consider 
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