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STATE OF MINNESOTA

Department of Commerce

In the Matter of the Route Permit Application for the 
Parkers Prairie 115 kV Transmission Line Project in 
Otter Tail County, Minnesota

PUC Docket No:  ET2/TL-11-867

Prairie Event Center
201 West Main Street

Parkers Prairie, Minnesota
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MR. KIRSCH:  I'm going to open it up for 

folks to ask more questions or make a comment.  I'm 

going to ask you to direct your comments, if you 

can, to the scope of the environmental assessment, 

which is my work upcoming.  Which is, what do we 

need to know about this project to do it well?  What 

issues does the Commission need to know about?  What 

mitigation strategy should we analyze or look at?  

And is there a route alternative to consider?  This 

is a pretty relatively short and direct project, but 

is there some other route alternative that the State 

of Minnesota should consider?  

You can make your comments in a couple 

ways.  You'll have a chance to make verbal comments 

at tonight's meeting.  You can complete the comment 

sheet, which I discussed earlier, and submit that.  

You can make a comment online, or you can mail, fax, 

or e-mail me your comments through December 30th.  

So it has to reach me by December 30th, 2011.  So a 

lot of ways to get me a comment.  

If you have questions or something comes 

to mind, you can submit multiple comments.  It 

doesn't matter the mode of commenting, they're all 

equal.  You can send me a fax, that's just as good 

as sending me something by mail, it's just as good 
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as doing it online, it's just as good as doing it 

tonight.  So they're all equal.  

I'm going to ask that we go one person at 

a time and limit your comments so that everyone has 

a chance to speak.  We have a court reporter with us 

tonight so that I don't have to try and remember 

your comment or write it down or transcribe it and 

get it wrong.  

Please maintain respect for others when 

you make your comments.  And you can certainly ask 

questions about the project or any aspect of the 

project, especially if you need to ask a question to 

understand something about the project or the 

state's permitting process that would help you 

formulate a comment on the environmental assessment.  

So I'll put these back up.  Issues that 

you'd like the state to look at, mitigation 

strategies, and route alternatives, if there are any 

to consider.  

So I'll stop there, I think I used up my 

15 or 20 minutes, and open it up to folks if you 

have any questions or you want to make a comment.  

I'll just walk down here and hand you a microphone 

if you want to.  

Sir, if you would state and spell your 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5

name, please.  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  Roger Froemming, 

Otter Tail County Commissioner.  

COURT REPORTER:  Can you spell your last 

name, please?

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  F-R-O-E-M-M-I-N-G.  

I just got a letter today from the 

highway department, and they said that the poles 

should be at least 60 feet away from the center, not 

50.  Because if we have to build a new road.  We 

just had to do that on Highway 83 out there by 

Battle Lake, and it costs a lot just to move the 

poles.  So that was their concern.  I got a letter 

here from the county, I'll put it in the record.  

MR. KIRSCH:  Thank you for your comment.  

That's good to know.  

Does anybody else have a comment or a 

question?  

MR. RON PETERSON:  I'm Ron Peterson, 

P-E-T-E-R-S-O-N.  It's probably kind of a silly, 

crazy idea that is not even feasible, but instead of 

building a big high line out there, is there any 

possibility to move the substation over Highway 29?  

Like I said, it's probably crazy.  

MR. KIRSCH:  I don't know.  So you would 
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just not build the line, get rid of the substation 

and move the substation over -- 

MR. RON PETERSON:  Move it over 29.  I'm 

sure it's way more complicated than that.  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  It is. 

MR. KIRSCH:  Do you want to comment on 

that?  I would consider that, I mean, maybe there's 

a scenario where there's an option, I'm not sure.  

MR. LAWLER:  We look at the least cost 

planning method, and so when we look at the whole 

project, you know, we look at, okay, rebuilding the 

transmission line versus other alternatives.  And I 

can't speak for Lake Region, but I'm sure it comes 

at a considerable cost to move a substation, and you 

would still have the distribution lines that you'd 

have to contend with to go back to where the 

original substation was in some cases with the 

feeders.  So when we look at the overall cost, you 

know, that is a factor.  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  Of course, where 

does Otter Tail Power have their substation?  

MR. LAWLER:  Otter Tail Power?  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  Yeah.  We got a lot 

of people here who belong to Otter Tail Power.

MR. LAWLER:  Yes, they have the Parkers 
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Prairie distribution center just right inside of 

town.

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  Is it right in 

town?  

UNIDENTIFIED:   On the east side of town.  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  There you go.  

MR. LAWLER:  Yep.  

MR. KIRSCH:  Does anybody else have a 

question or a comment?  Anything that we should 

study in the environmental assessment?  Any concerns 

that you have?  

I want to respect everybody's time.  If 

everybody wants to finish early, that's great, but I 

will stay as long as anyone has a comment or wants 

to ask a question.  

If you have a suggestion on which side of 

County Road 6 this line should go on, Great River 

Energy has requested a route width that covers both 

sides, it could go on either side.  And if there's 

something to study there or something that we should 

know about.  

I saw some center irrigation pivots when 

I was out there today, that may be a concern of 

folks.  Since I noticed it, I'm certainly going to 

make sure that it's in the environmental assessment, 
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but if you have a comment about it I'll add that to 

the record too.  

All right.  One more time here.  Anybody 

else have a comment or question?  

MR. ROGER FROEMMING:  I think I made 

enough. 

MR. KIRSCH:  Okay.  Well, I want to thank 

you all for coming out tonight.  You have until 

December 30th to get me a comment.  Certainly give 

me a call or David a call if you have any questions.  

All right.  Then we're adjourned.  Thank 

you all.  

(Meeting concluded.)


