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August 5, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Steve Colvin- Twin Cities Field Office E.S. 
Environmental Review Unit 
500 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN  55155-4025 
 
Re: Community Wind South LWECS 
 WSB Project No. 2033-000 
 
 
Dear Mr. Colvin: 
 
On behalf of Community Wind South, LLC, we are completing the necessary environmental 
review for the proposed Community Wind South Large Wind Energy Conversion System.  The 
Project is located in central Nobles County, approximately two miles south of Wilmont, 
Minnesota (see attached map).  As part of the planning phase of the Project, we are collecting 
information that may be available from the Department of Natural Resources regarding wildlife, 
habitat, wetlands, or flooding for this project.  The proposed Project involves the construction of 
15 REPower 2.0 MW wind turbines with rotor diameters of 92.5 meters and a hub height of 
either 80 or 100 meters and with a nameplate capacity of 30 megawatts.  Attached are a project 
location map (Figure 1) and preliminary turbine layout (Figure 2).  Please advise us if there is 
any information, requirements, or site issues that we should be aware of.  
 
Please mail, email, or call me with any information or questions you may have at 763-231-4847 
or aharwood@wsbeng.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Alison Harwood 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Kevin Mixon, Department of Natural Resources 
 Tom Kresko, Department of Natural Resources 
 Mark Willers, Minwind, LLC 
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August 5, 2011 
 
 
 
Ms. Amy Dykema 
USDA, Farm Service Agency 
Nobles County FSA Office 
1567 North McMillan, Suite 1 
Worthington, MN  56187 
 
Re: Community Wind South LWECS 
 WSB Project No. 2033-000 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dykema: 
 
On behalf of Community Wind South, LLC, we are completing the necessary environmental review for 
the proposed Community Wind South Large Wind Energy Conversion System.  The Project is located in 
central Nobles County, approximately two miles south of Wilmont, Minnesota (Figure 1).  As part of 
the planning phase of the project, we are collecting information that may be available from the 
Department of Agriculture regarding prime farmland for this project. 
 
The proposed Project involves the construction of 15 REPower 2.0 MW wind turbines with rotor 
diameters of 92.5 meters and a hub height of either 80 or 100 meters and with a nameplate capacity of 
30 megawatts.  Attached are a project location map (Figure 1) and preliminary turbine layout (Figure 
2).  Please advise us if there is any information, requirements, or site issues that we should be aware of. 
 
Please mail, email, or call me with any information or questions you may have at 763-231-4847 or 
aharwood@wsbeng.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Alison Harwood 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Mark Willers, Minwind, LLC 
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 Memorandum 
 
To:  2033-000 File 
 
From: Alison Harwood, WSB & Associates, Inc 
 
Date: August 16, 2011 
 
Re: Community Wind South: Nobles County Permitting Requirements 
 
 
Per a phone conversation with Mr. Joe Christoph of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
the Project will not need to conform to the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) if it is not 
Federally-funded.  Information available on the NRCS's Web Soil Survey website will be 
sufficient for evaluating the presence of prime farmland soils. 
 
Mr. Christoph can be reached at (507) 537-0541 x105. 
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August 5, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Wayne Smith 
Nobles County Planning and Zoning 
P.O. Box 187 
Worthington, MN 56187 
 
Re: Community Wind South LWECS 
 WSB Project No. 2033-000 
 
 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
 
On behalf of Community Wind South, LLC, we are completing the necessary environmental review for 
the proposed Community Wind South Large Wind Energy Conversion System.  The Project is located in 
central Nobles County, approximately two miles south of Wilmont, Minnesota (Figure 1).  As part of 
the planning phase of the Project, we are collecting information that may be available from the County 
regarding planning or zoning issues for this project.  We have obtained the Zoning Ordinance: Wind 
Energy Conversion System Regulations from the Nobles County website, but also wanted to contact you 
to see if there is any additional information, requirements, or site issues that we should be aware of. 
 
The proposed Project involves the construction of 15 REPower 2.0 MW wind turbines with rotor 
diameters of 92.5 meters and a hub height of either 80 or 100 meters and with a nameplate capacity of 
30 megawatts.  Attached are a project location map (Figure 1) and preliminary turbine layout (Figure 
2).   
 
Please mail, email, or call me with any information or questions you may have at 763-231-4847 or 
aharwood@wsbeng.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Alison Harwood 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments 
cc: Mark Willers, Minwind, LLC 
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 Memorandum 
 
To:  2033-000 File 
 
From: Alison Harwood, WSB & Associates, Inc 
 
Date: August 22, 2011 
 
Re: Community Wind South: Nobles County Permitting Requirements 
 
 
Per a phone conversation with Mr. Wayne Smith of Nobles County Planning and Zoning, the 
County will require conditional use permits for any Project facilities other than the turbines 
themselves (e.g., turbine laydown areas, production facilities, etc).  In general, the Permitee must 
show that facilities are in a safe area.  The timeframe for permitting such areas is approximately 
60 days.  
 
Mr. Smith can be reached at (507) 295-5322. 
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August 5, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Ed Lenz 
Nobles County Soil and Water Conservation District 
1567 McMillan Street, Suite 3 
Worthington, MN  56187 
 
Re: Community Wind South LWECS 
 WSB Project No. 2033-000 
 
 
Dear Mr. Lenz: 
 
On behalf of Community Wind South, LLC, we are completing the necessary environmental review for 
the proposed Community Wind South Large Wind Energy Conversion System.  The Project is located in 
central Nobles County, approximately two miles south of Wilmont, Minnesota (Figure 1).  As part of 
the planning phase of the project, we are collecting information that may be available from the Nobles 
County SWCD regarding soils, wetlands, prime farmland, or other environmental issues for this project. 
 
The proposed Project involves the construction of 15 REPower 2.0 MW wind turbines with rotor 
diameters of 92.5 meters and a hub height of either 80 or 100 meters and with a nameplate capacity of 
30 megawatts.  Attached are a project location map (Figure 1) and preliminary turbine layout (Figure 
2).  Please advise us if there is any information, requirements, or site issues that we should be aware of. 
 
Please mail, email, or call me with any information or questions you may have at 763-231-4847 or 
aharwood@wsbeng.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Alison Harwood 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Mark Willers, Minwind, LLC 
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September 23, 2011          Correspondence # ERDB 20120036  
 
Ms. Alison Harwood 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 300  
Minneapolis, MN  55416 
 
RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Community Wind South; 
T103N R41W Sections 17-20 & 30 and T103N R42W Sections 13, 23, & 24; Nobles County 
  
Dear Ms. Harwood, 
 

As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if 
any rare species or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile 
radius of the proposed project.  Based on this query, rare features have been documented within the search 
area (for details, see the enclosed database reports; please visit the Rare Species Guide at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html for more information on the biology, habitat use, and conservation 
measures of these rare species).  Please note that the following rare features may be adversely affected by 
the proposed project: 
 

 The creeks within the project boundary flow into waters that are federally designated as critical 
habitat for the Topeka shiner (Notropis topeka), a federally-listed endangered and state-listed 
special concern fish species.  Topeka shiners are adversely impacted by actions that alter stream 
hydrology or decrease water quality.  To minimize potential impacts, please see the enclosed 
recommendations for working in Topeka shiner habitat.  Given the federal status of this species, I 
also recommend that you coordinate with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Twin Cities Field 
Office (612-725-3548) regarding this project.  

 
The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information 

about Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources, 
Department of Natural Resources.  The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, 
and is the most complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant 
communities, and other natural features.  However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not 
represent all of the occurrences of rare features within the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features 
for which we have no records may exist within the project area.   

The enclosed results include an Index Report and a Detailed Report of records in the Rare Features 
Database, the main database of the NHIS.  To control the release of specific location information, which 
might result in the destruction of a rare feature, both reports are copyrighted.   

The Index Report provides rare feature locations only to the nearest section, and may be reprinted, 
unaltered, in an environmental review document (e.g., EAW or EIS), municipal natural resource plan, or 
report compiled by your company for the project listed above.  If you wish to reproduce the index report for 
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission.  The Detailed Report is for your 
personal use only as it may include specific location information that is considered nonpublic data 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Box 25 

500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155-4025 

Phone: (651) 259-5109      E-mail: lisa.joyal@state.mn.us 



 

under Minnesota Statutes, section 84.0872, subd. 2.  If you wish to reprint or publish the Detailed 
Report for any purpose, please contact me to request written permission. 

For environmental review purposes, the Natural Heritage letter and database reports are valid for one 
year; they are only valid for the project location (noted above) and the project description provided on the 
NHIS Data Request Form.  Please contact me if project details change or if an updated review is needed.   

Please note that locations of the gray wolf (Canis lupus), federally-listed as threatened and state-listed 
as special concern, and the Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis), federally-listed as threatened, are not currently 
tracked in the NHIS.  As such, the Natural Heritage Review does not address these species.   

Furthermore, the Natural Heritage Review does not constitute review or approval by the Department 
of Natural Resources as a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and 
potential effects to these rare features. Additional rare features for which we have no data may be present in 
the project area, or there may be other natural resource concerns associated with the proposed project.  For 
these concerns, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist (contact information 
available at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html).  Please be aware that 
additional site assessments or review may be required.  

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare 
natural resources.  An invoice will be mailed to you under separate cover.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 

 
          Lisa Joyal 

      Natural Heritage Review Coordinator 
 
 
enc.  Rare Features Database: Index Report 
  Rare Features Database: Detailed Report 
  Rare Features Database Reports: An Explanation of Fields  
  Topeka Shiner Guidelines 
   
cc:   Kevin Mixon 
  Lisa Gelvin-Innvaer 
 



Page 1 of 1Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System
Index Report of records within 1 mile radius of:

ERDB #20120036 - Community Wind South
Multiple TRS

Nobles County

Printed August 2011 
Data valid for one year

Rare Features Database:
EO ID #

Last Observed
 Date

Global
Rank

State
Rank

MN
Status

Federal
StatusElement Name and Occurrence Number

Vertebrate Animal

S3 G3 1999-09-01LENotropis topeka  (Topeka Shiner)  #93 SPC
T103N R42W S35, T102N R42W S1, T102N R42W S2; Nobles County

25652

S3 G3 2006-05-25LENotropis topeka  (Topeka Shiner)  #128 SPC
T102N R41W S5, T103N R41W S32; Nobles County

32037

Records Printed = 2 Minnesota's endangered species law (Minnesota Statutes, section 84.0895) and associated rules (Minnesota Rules, part 
6212.1800 to 6212.2300 and 6134) prohibit the taking of threatened or endangered species without a permit.  For plants, 
taking includes digging or destroying.  For animals, taking includes pursuing, capturing, or killing.    

Copyright 2011, Division of Ecological and Water Resources, State of Minnesota DNR



From: Richard_Davis@fws.gov
To: Alison Harwood
Subject: RE: Community Wind South- Threatened/Endangered species review
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2011 11:20:06 AM

Hi Alison,

I was able to get out there, and from what I could tell I don't believe
there are any areas where direct take of Topeka shiners will be an issue if
stream crossings are planned out appropriately.  Some simple activities,
such as timing of crossings after August 15th or when stream beds are dry,
minimizing vegetative clearing, utilizing granular fill materials free of
fines, silts, and muds, minimizing downstream transport of sediment, and
keeping crossing locations out of off channel low flow areas are some
recommendations I have.

I'm in the process of writing you a letter regarding this project, and I
hope to get it out tomorrow.

Thank you for your patience,

Rich

Richard Davis
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Twin Cities Field Office
4101 American Blvd. E.
Bloomington, MN 55425
(612)725-3548 ext. 2214

                                                                          
             Alison Harwood                                               
             <aharwood@wsbeng.                                            
             com>                                                       To
                                       "Richard_Davis@fws.gov"            
             09/13/2011 10:20          <Richard_Davis@fws.gov>            
             AM                                                         cc
                                                                          
                                                                   Subject
                                       RE: Community Wind South-          
                                       Threatened/Endangered species      
                                       review                             
                                                                          
                                                                          
                                                                          
                                                                          
                                                                          
                                                                          

Good morning Rich,

I just wanted to follow up with you regarding the Community Wind site.
Were you able to visit the site on the 2nd?  Please let me know if you have

mailto:Richard_Davis@fws.gov
mailto:aharwood@wsbeng.com


any questions or concerns regarding the site.

Thank you,

Alison Harwood
Environmental Planning & Natural Resources Scientist
Email:aharwood@wsbeng.com

701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 300
Minneapolis
MN 55416
Tel:    763-231-4847
Fax:    763.541.1700
Mobile: 612-360-1320
Web:    http://www.wsbeng.com
-----Original Message-----
From: Richard_Davis@fws.gov [mailto:Richard_Davis@fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2011 8:57 AM
To: Alison Harwood
Subject: Re: Community Wind South- Threatened/Endangered species review

Hi Alison,

I was completing a desktop review of your project yesterday and noted that
there is no designated Critical Habitat for Topeka shiner within the
proposed project boundary.  However, the streams in that area do have some
common occurrences of Topeka shiners outside the designated Critical
Habitat stream segments.  I will be down in Nobles and Rock Counties
tomorrow to complete a few site visits, and I have your project on the list
to take a look at while I'm down there.  I plan to get a letter with the
Services comments/recommendations out to you next week.

Thank you for including me in your project review process,

Rich

Richard Davis
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Twin Cities Field Office
4101 American Blvd. E.
Bloomington, MN 55425
(612)725-3548 ext. 2214

             Alison Harwood
             <aharwood@wsbeng
             .com>                                                      To
                                      "Richard_Davis@fws.gov"
             08/31/2011 03:24         <Richard_Davis@fws.gov>
             PM                                                         cc

                                                                   Subject
                                      Community Wind South-
                                      Threatened/Endangered species review

http://www.wsbeng.com/
mailto:Richard_Davis@fws.gov


Good afternoon Rich,

I just wanted to touch base with you regarding the threatened/endangered
species review that I requested for the Community Wind South project in
Nobles County.  We are hoping to submit the final site permit application
to the PUC within the next couple of weeks and are hoping to include
correspondence from the FWS.  In addition to threatened/endangered species,
I understand that there are some streams within Nobles county that have
been federally-designated as critical habitat for Topeka shiner and am
wondering if any of those streams are within the Project Area?

If you have any questions regarding this project, or need additional
information, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you,

 Alison Harwood
 Environmental Planning & Natural Resources Scientist
 d: 763-231-4847 | c: 612-360-1320
 WSB & Associates, Inc. | 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 300 |  Minneapolis,
MN 55416

 (Embedded image moved to file: pic12382.jpg)

 This email, and any files transmitted with it, is confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the addressee. If
 you are not the addressee, please delete this email from your system. Any
use of this email by unintended recipients
 is strictly prohibited. WSB & Associates, Inc. does not accept liability
for any errors or omissions which arise as a
 result of electronic transmission. If verification is required, please
request a hard copy.



From: Alison Harwood
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2011 8:44 AM
To: 'Richard_Davis@fws.gov'
Subject: Threatened/Endangered species review

Good morning again,

We are also looking for information pertaining to the Topeka shiner
federally-designated critical habitat and whether any of those stream
segments are present within the project area.

Thank you, and have a great weekend.

From: Alison Harwood
Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2011 9:41 AM
To: 'Richard_Davis@fws.gov'
Cc: Jed Chesnut
Subject: Threatened/Endangered species review

Good morning Rich,

I am following up on a message Jed Chesnut left for you regarding the
proposed 15-turbine wind farm in Nobles county.  The site is approximately
2 miles south of Wilmont, MN (see attached project location map).  I am
emailing to request any threatened/endangered species information for the
project area.  I used the IPac tool on the FWS website and have attached
the results.  My understanding is that those are county-wide results and so
I also wanted to request the official species list for the project area.



Please feel free to give me a call if you have any questions.

Thanks,

 (See attached file: FWS_T&E.pdf)(See attached file: Project
Location_reduced.pdf)
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651-259-3453 
 
From: Alison Harwood [mailto:aharwood@wsbeng.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 03, 2011 11:53 AM 
To: Cinadr, Thomas 
Subject: Community Wind South resources request 
 

Tom, 
 
I would like to request any historical, cultural, archaeological, and architectural resources that may be present 
in the project area shown on the attached map.  The project is located in Nobles County, approximately 2 
miles south of Wilmont, in all or parts of the following TRS: 
 

Township  Range  Section 

103N  41W  17 

103N  41W  18 

103N  41W  19 

103N  41W  20 

103N  41W  30 

103N  42W  13 

103N  42W  23 

103N  42W  24 

 
let me know if you need any additional information. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Alison Harwood 
Environmental Planning & Natural Resources Scientist 
d: 763-231-4847 | c: 612-360-1320 
WSB & Associates, Inc. | 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 300 |  Minneapolis, MN 55416 
 

 
 
This email, and any files transmitted with it, is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the addressee. If you are 
not the addressee, please delete this email from your system. Any use of this email by unintended recipients is strictly 
prohibited. WSB & Associates, Inc. does not accept liability for any errors or omissions which arise as a result of 
electronic transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. 
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Alison Harwood

From: Cinadr, Thomas [Thomas.Cinadr@MNHS.ORG]
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2011 7:57 AM
To: Alison Harwood
Subject: RE: Community Wind South resources request
Attachments: Archaeology.rtf

THIS EMAIL IS NOT A PROJECT CLEARANCE. 
  

This message simply reports the results of the cultural resources 
database search you requested. The database search produced 
results for only previously known archaeological sites and historic 
properties. Please read the note below carefully. 
 
No historic structures were identified in a search of the Minnesota Archaeological Inventory and Historic Structures Inventory for the 
search area requested. A report containing the archaeological sites identified is attached. 
 
The result of this database search provides a listing of recorded archaeological sites and historic architectural properties that are 
included in the current SHPO databases. Because the majority of archaeological sites in the state and many historic architectural 
properties have not been recorded, important sites or structures may exist within the search area and may be affected by development 
projects within that area. Additional research, including field survey, may be necessary to adequately assess the area’s potential to 
contain historic properties.  
 
If you require a comprehensive assessment of a project’s potential to impact archaeological sites or historic architectural properties, 
you may need to hire a qualified archaeologist and/or historian. If you need assistance with a project review, please contact Kelly 
Gragg-Johnson in Review and Compliance @ 651-259-3455 or by email at kelly.graggjohnson@mnhs.org.  
 
The Minnesota SHPO Survey Manuals and Database Metadata and Contractor Lists can be found at 
http://www.mnhs.org/shpo/survey/inventories.htm 
 
SHPO research hours are 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM Tuesday-Friday.  
The Office is closed on Mondays. 

 
  
  

  
 
 
 
Tom Cinadr 
Survey and Information Management Coordinator 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
Minnesota Historical Society 
345 Kellogg Blvd. West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 



 Archaeological Site Locations 
 Site Number Site Name Twp. Range Sec. Quarter Sections Acres Phase Site Description Tradition Context Reports NR CEF DOE 

County: Nobles 
 21NO0028 Indian Hill II (associated with 21NO29) 103 41 18 NW-SW-NE 5 1 LS 
 21NO0029 Indian Hill (associated with 21NO28) 103 41 18 SE-SW-NE,SW-SE- 3 1 LS 
 NE,NE-NW-SE 
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