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Delivering electricity you can rely on

wetw.capx2020.com

July 26, 2011

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Notification of Intent by Xcel Energy to File a Route Permit Application
Under the Alternative Permitting Process for the Proposed North
Rochester - Chester 161 kV Transmission Line Project

Dear Dr. Haar:

In accordance with Minnesota Rule 7850.2800, Subpart 2, this letter serves as notice to
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) that Northern States Power
Company, a Minnesota corporation (Applicant), intends to file a Route Permit
Application (RPA) for the Proposed North Rochester - Chester 161 kV Transmission
Line Project (Project) in Goodhue, Wabasha, and Olmsted Counties, Minnesota,
pursuant to the alternative permitting procedures in Minnesota Rules 7850.2800 to

7850.3900.

The Applicant is making this Application on behalf of itself and other anticipated co-
owners of the Project, including Dairyland Power Cooperative (Dairyland), Rochester
Public Utilittes (RPU), Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (SMMPA), and
WPPI Energy. These co-owners are referred to as “the Ultilities”.

The application will request to construct approximately 28 to 30 miles of new 161
kilovolt (kV) transmission line between the proposed North Rochester Substation
located between Zumbrota and Pine lIsland, Minnesota and the existing Chester
Substation located west of Rochester, Minnesota and associated modifications at the
North Rochester Substation and the Chester Substation.

The. Project is part of the Hampton — Rochester — La Crosse 345 kV Transmission
Project (Hampton — Rochester — La Crosse 345 kV Project). The Commission granted
a Certificate of Need in May 2009 approving construction of the Project.

Enclosed with this letter is an invitation to a public meeting scheduled for August 2,
2011. The invitation includes a map and a description of the project.

Central Mitnesola Municipal Power Agency * Dairyland Power Cooperative « Great River Energy
Minpesota Power « Minnkota Power Cooperative » Missonri River Energy Services « Otler Tail Power Companry * Rachester Public Utilities
Sontbern Minnesala Municival Poreer Agency « WPPI Energy + Xcel Energy



The Applicant plans to file the Application in August 2011 and will work with
Commission and Department of Commerce staff to address any questions and/or
comments in order to expedite application acceptance and completion of the
environmental assessment.

If there are any questions, please contact Grant Stevenson (612) 330-6330 or me at
(612) 330-6538.

Sincerely,
Tom Hillstrom

M

CapX2020 Permitting Lead

Cc:  Matt Langan — Department of Commerce
Deborah Pile — Department of Commerce
Bob Cupit — Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

Enclosure

Central Minnesota Municipal Potoer Agency  Dairyland Potver Cooperative » Great River Energy
Mimnesota Power » Minnkota Poioer Cooperative » Missonri River Encrgy Services « Otter Tail Pewer Company * Rochester Public Utilities
Sonthernt Minnesota Municipal Power Agency » WPPI Enairgy » Xeel Energy



AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

1, Ltin Klegstad, hereby certify that on June 8, 2011, I deposited in the U.S. mail at
Minneapolis, a copy of the following mailing notice (copy attached) addressed to all
petsons on the attached service lists.

NOTICE OF XCEL ENERGY UPCOMING FILING OF ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION
wITH THE PUC & NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH THE PROJECT
TEAM TO ADDRESS ANY CONCERNS OR ANSWER QUESTIONS (PUC DOCKET No.
E002/T1.-09-1448)

Dated this 8th day of June, 2011.

o L&W

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 8th day of June, 2011.

JEAN M. BORGEN
Notary Publie
Minnesota

mln!un Expiros January 31, 2014
%,% -8 = :

Notary Public ©




Delivering electricity you can rely on

wwy.capx2020.com

June 7, 2011

David Johnson

Wabasha County administrator
625 Jefferson Avenue

Red Wing, MN 55981

Subject: North Rochester-Chester 161 kV Transmission Line Route
Permit Notification and Invitation to Meet Project Staff

Dear Mr. Jchnson,

The purpose of this fetter is to inform you that the CapX2020 utilities plan to submit a
Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) for a
161 kV line from the proposed North Rochester Substation (to be located between Pine
Island and Zumbrota) to the existing Chester Substation west of Rochester. The
application is expected to be submitted this summer.

This line is part of the CapX2020 Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse project, which also
includes a 345 kV transmission line between Rochester and La Crosse and a 161 kV
transmission line between North Rochester Substation and the Northern Hills Substation
(see map on back). The overall project was authorized under the MN PUC Certificate of
Need granted in May 2009 under Docket No. E002/CN-06-1115. '

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation {Xcel Energy), is the lead
utility for the project. Anticipated owners of the project include Xcel Energy; Dairyland
Power Cooperative; WPPI Energy; Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency; and
Rochester Public Utilities. Xcel Energy applied for a Route Permit for the 345 kV line and
the 161 kV transmission line between North Rochester and Northern Hills substations in
January 2010, Docket No. E002/TL-09-1448.

The Route Permit process for the North Rochester-Chester 161 kV line will be a separate
process from the larger CapX2020 permitting process currently underway. Before the
project can be built, the CapX2020 utilities must obtain approval from state and federal
agencies. There are multiple opportunities for public participation during these
processes. The CapX2020 utilities encourage all stakeholders to be involved.

As the Route Permit application is developed, we appreciate the opportunity to meet
with you to discuss the project and address any of your questions or concerns. To
schedule a meeting with the project team, or if you have any questions or concerns,

Cemtral Minnesota Municifial Power Ageney ¢ Dairyland Power Cooperative ® Great River Energy
Minnesota Power « Minnkata Porwer Cooperative ® Missowri River Encrgy Sersices # Giter Tail Power Company » Rouchester Pubiie Utildies
Southeru Minnesole Municipal Power Agoncy « WPPL Energy « Xcal Energy



please contact me at thomas.g.hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-6538. We look
forward to your participation in the process.

Thank you,

Tom Hillstrom
Xcel Energy
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting

h - [zimbrota FFoposed

“North,
Rochester:
Substation

0

v
I WABASHA €O
i

South \157&0{‘

R JpETETE SR

"L
T
: §
R i OIONOBO e ’
- Noke !
o % I
- ] :
7 | | }
A
%
as ‘
)
Y
i T OLMSUEU.TCH
I Rt |
B B
A ¢
' hl
L3 S
E ! =3
y ¢
? Byron - o
:. . o ) : ‘,{
Y S,ﬁ e e M T Chester
T — T ____J e “ ~
; e = i'L_) ‘?hesm[,) - Substation
i| Legend G - __.,,,..‘-:;;_._,_ﬁgw i
1 Potential CapX Routes |/ N ‘ 4.
- currently under S
constderation o Tl
i I T i .
End Point Substation 7 s 0 1 2 0
o M;_;L__H__ Wmfmlu




NIA Jaisaynoy
NIA B10Jquing

NIA uig)g
NN uoJig
NIN B10A7
NIN Jaisayaoy
NI o20U0I0D

NN puesiaulg
NN siled oquing
NI Bloqunz
NN Bl0oJquIng
NN puejs| auld

NIA uocliAg
NIA Malaule|d
NIA plolguiny
NIN PUE[S| 3Uld Q00T X08 '0°d “IS UIBN S QST

NIA Ja1saypoy

99055 NI
18655 NN
50655 NI

W30S Y/ S TSOPE
Auncd 65641

3N 82T PY 00 FESTT
££8 %04 Od

AN ANUAAY YIOL TTET
MN Hned Ao TTY

MN SNUBAY U39¢ SEECT

AN 192035 YI00T 0569
193415 Y1809 9970t

AN BNUBAY YISHT 00VEY

pAIg ¥ AWUNOD 08ZET

IN 3N0D UIBA U0JAG 089

Aerapeoug 159M THZ

BNUIAY IS S/ T ‘JleH A

35 199435 Uiy TOC

BuIm poy

BUSBGEM
Ja1sayooy

19815 0TS 96TTC

diysumoy odquinz
diysumo] 20250y
diysumo] uoi8uiwied
diysumo] Jewiey
diysumo] [[Iyleney
diysumo] speased
diysumof 030UcIQ
diysumo | usAeH man
diysumo] eddazein
diysumo ], ejosuunm
diysumo] eloiquing
diysumo] puesy auid

ucJAg o A
malauLR|d JO AND
eloiquinz jo Ay

pue|s| auld jo AnD
J19158y20y Jo AL

192415 YI5 M 60S
SNUDAY LOSIBLIRI 529

1892035 Ui IS TST

38D
34810
2D
3310
2D
Jaansesl] M)
A48
342D
I8
3300
2D
313

JojeaIsiunpY A

$910 AID
Jojeaisiuwpy Ay
Jojensiuiwpy A
JOIRNISIUIWLPY

Awuno) snypoon
Auno eyseqesn
Auno) paisw|o

Joo3sor
RE |
BJUBMLDIS
suaJyag
JDMET
UBLIOJIA
punjsey
uewses
JB[YOIN
18|918d
UURLBUIBOH
1pury

Ua0H-IIeg
neJsin
uasuaf
pedly
ploAuaAy

B fio1ensiulupyY Aluno)
3B JIoIRISILIWPY AIUNOD
JOTRIISIUIUPY AJUNOD)

uimp3
UBADIS
pireq
SoUBNIDY
awiosar
ydasor
Apnr
Her

esi
BSSIIDIN
auney
piaeq

Aey
EEPEN]

SN

‘D WRYRIqQY
ueals

uosauly
uosuyor
unasg

BUSRUEM
aNYpooon
paisuwio
pRIswio
pRRISWIO
PRISWIO
PRIsWIO
@3pog
BYSBIRAA
anypoos
anypoon
anypoos

PRSWIO
BUSBORM
anypoon
snypoon
pajsw|o

1005
piaeq
paeytY




BUNUIYLIES @00150(18 ZSHT-ES2-L0S 90655
7805-TS6-L0S 26655
7LTT-9L8-L0S TE6SS

NP ORBW DEUSIUBHE 0096-G8Z-L0G 02655
£59€-782-£0S  PE6SS

WO TEWO @ EERGIEGSE] 0££T-887-£05  TO6SS
i85 OP@qUoGUIa Y] 3@ 19TSEWaaM S APRIUGISEY /8/p-/9€-L0S 09655
PU NI OIISUMOIYU 9E86-85E-£0S  9E655

WO AIHIsIUI @ S[UOW(P T9VS-EV8-205 16655

PO TSUP@UGOWSUST 1/S.-ZEL-L0S  T66SS

WO USW @sSallBUaAll 909E-98E-TG9 26699

98£8-95E-L0S  £965S

SHOWTUSIAT B ESoUUW 8TH#E-544-205 02659
WO UWMSIANBId@HI9PAE 6222-7ES-L05 9655
shuw-elolqunz'p@uesuelu gTe/-2€/-£0S  266SS

juend@end T657-956-L0S  £9655

AOD ULIRISBUD0IDIUOBQUI|INWUI] 0067-82E-L05 F06SS

SR BSeqem 0 @ uosUyolp -G8E-159
SMUW EUOUTAM 00 @1ialtiall -5695-T59

SN UL Poisl|0 02 @ qoMUIlIpE -§7€ /05









