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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Konstantin Sinelnikov [kostyas1962@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 9:53 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

Dear�Mr.�Ek�
�
I�am�a�homeowner�in�Holly�Creek�Village�association.�I�am�very�concerned�about�the�proposed�route�of�the�Hollydale�
Project.�The�current�69kV�line�comes�within�30�feet�of�townhomes�in�our�association.���Large�metal�utility�poles�do�not�
belong�between�homes�in�Plymouth�when�there�are�alternatives.���All�of�our�neighborhood’s�utilities�are�buried�except�
for�the�existing�de�energized�69kV�line�which�should�have�originally�been�routed�along�major�roads.��Please�advise�Xcel�
to�use�a�route�along�major�roads,�such�as�Hwy�55�to�494�North,�Alternative�E.�
�
I�request�that�the�state�approve�Alternative�E�as�it�would�affect�the�least�number�of�homes.���Thank�you�for�your�
assistance.�
�
Sincerely,�
Konstantin�Sinelnikov,�Viktorya�Sinelnikov,�Ilan�Sinelnikov,�Valeria�Sinelnikov�
16832�39th�Ave�N,�Plymouth,�MN,�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Vasant Eswarachari [vasgeetha@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 9:01 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek, 

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152. 

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I understand 
this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will benefit all of Plymouth. 
To that end, the line should be relocated so that between the Hollydale Substation and the new Plymouth 
Substation the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas along highways 55 and 494 instead of through 
wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was used. 
However today we have a clear commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 where 90 foot 
steel towers are more appropriate. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease the amount 
of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an abundance of wildlife 
that use these wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to reduce further impacts like we have 
now.

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should NOT be shifted to the railroad tracks. Most 
of the homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed in 1971, so the impacts 
on property values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased their home. Our homes near the 
railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the railroad tracks, we should not add to it a 
new burden which was never envisioned when these homes were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes everyone happy, but the vast 
majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the Hollydale 
Transmission Line relocated to highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 55/494 route the 
significant attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to improve the quality of life 
for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

Thank you for your time. 
Vasant
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Hansen, Karen [HR] [karen.m.hansen@medtronic.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 8:54 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek:

We have been homeowners in Plymouth for 20 years at 15110 44th Ave. N. We have been notified of the proposed 
installation of high voltage power lines to replace the existing power lines. The proposed 90 foot steel poles will carry 115 kV
of power which should not be located in a densely populated residential neighborhood. In the materials and map we 
received from Excel Energy in July, it is apparent that there are alternative routes for the high voltage power lines that do 
not go directly through a residential area, wetlands and Turtle Lake Park. These alternative routes are along the 494 
freeway, County Rd. 9, Hwy 55 and Schmitt Lake Rd. These alternative routes require additional construction and thus 
result in higher costs to Excel Energy and Great River Energy.

We are concerned about the possible health hazards of the proposed installation of high power lines in our neighborhood 
and the adjacent Turtle Lake Park and wetlands. We are also concerned about the potential negative impact on property 
values if the proposed installation of these 90 foot steel poles with 115kV of power occurs in our densely populated 
neighborhood.  The additional costs of routing the line along alternative routes like 494/55 could be made up painlessly by 
increasing rates of every customer rather than the few customers, living in our neighborhood and the adjacent 
neighborhoods along the line, bearing the cost by reduced property values. In addition our understanding is that the power 
routed through these lines serve mostly the residents in Medina.

Regards,
Karen Hansen 
15110 44th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-553-2811

[CONFIDENTIALITY AND PRIVACY NOTICE] Information transmitted by this email is proprietary to 
Medtronic and is intended for use only by the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain 
information that is private, privileged, confidential or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are 
not the intended recipient or it appears that this mail has been forwarded to you without proper authority, you 
are notified that any use or dissemination of this information in any manner is strictly prohibited. In such cases, 
please delete this mail from your records. To view this notice in other languages you can either select the 
following link or manually copy and paste the link into the address bar of a web browser: 
http://emaildisclaimer.medtronic.com
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lana Larson [kacilarson=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Lana Larson 
[kacilarson@yahoo.com]

Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 8:51 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Lana Larson 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Joe Klein [JoeK@hillcrestdevelopment.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 8:22 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

Scott:�
�
I�wanted�to�formally�add�my�name�to�the�list�of�residents�opposed�to�the�proposed�115kV�power�line�route�(Hollydale�
Project).�
I�feel�that�I�494�and�Hwy�55�would�be�a�much�more�appropriate�route.�
Thank�you!�
�
Joe Klein | Leasing & Development Manager
Hillcrest Development, LLLP
o.612.623.2470 | c.612.799.4145
joeklein@hillcrestdevelopment.com
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Nelsen, Sharon [Sharon.Nelsen@tennantco.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 8:11 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Comment RE: Power Transmission Line 

Good Morning Scott 

I own a property in Conor Meadows, the subdivision along Schmidt Lake Road and wanted to send you this email since I 
was unable to attend the meeting (due to short notice) regarding the proposal to install a power transmission line.  

I do not believe that this proposal is in the best interest of the people that live in the area. As I am sure you are aware we 
already have the challenge of the railroad line that butts up against our properties. This is not only an issue with noise but 
is also a negative for all when it comes time to put our properties up so sale. 

Now that many of the mature flat leaf trees have been taken down due to the new construction across the street from 
Jewel Lane and the increased traffic it has become an extremely noisy area. With this construction we have now lost the 
Nature Trail feeling that which was the reason I purchased my property four years ago. At that time if felt it was healthy 
area to live and retire. 

Now we have this Power Line Transmission Line proposal which I feel is a health concern for all that live in this area. I 
urge you to seek an alternate proposal that has the best interest of the inhabitants of the area, and will ensure the heath 
and welfare of the community as a whole.  

Thank you for your time. 

Sharon Nelsen 
17195 49th Ave N. Unit G 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Anita Sperry [asperry@kidsquest.com]
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 8:09 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

  Mr. Scott Ek
State Permit Manager 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East Suite 500 
St Paul, MN 55101-2198 

Dear Mr. Ek:

We are writing to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152. We live in Conor 
Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. We understand that growth in Plymouth
demands this upgrade, but we would like to see it happen in such a way that it will benefit all of Plymouth. When this 
line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was used. Today we have a clear 
commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 where 90 foot steel towers are more appropriate. We 
believe the new Hollydale Substation and the new Plymouth Substation line should be relocated so it runs along 
highways 55 and 494 instead of through wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, we believe the line should not be shifted to the railroad tracks. Most of the 
homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed in 1971, so the impact on property 
values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased their home. We built our home in 1998, aware that our 
proximity to the railroad line would have a negative impact on property values. We are currently experiencing the 
negative impact of a new neighborhood that was approved by the City directly across from us on Schmitt Lake Road. 
Our same builder is putting in a neighborhood with home values just slightly above ours. With the current housing 
market and the new neighborhood, we already do not know when we will be able to sell our homes for a reasonable 
price. We hope not have to incur the negative impact of a new burden which was never envisioned when our homes were
built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease the amount of 
wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an abundance of wildlife that use these
wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to reduce further impacts like we have now.

In these types of situations there are rarely solutions that make everyone happy. However, most people we communicate
with - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the Hollydale Transmission Line relocated to 
highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 55/494 route the significant attention it deserves and that you 
will recommend this route in order to improve the quality of life for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

Thank you for your time. 
�

Sincerely,�
��
Chris�and�Anita�Sperry�
Conor�Meadows�
17735�48th�Place�N�
Plymouth,�MN��55446�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Satyamohan Chelluri [satyamohan=saimail.com@change.org] on behalf of Satyamohan 
Chelluri [satyamohan@saimail.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Satyamohan Chelluri 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Murali Rangarajan [rmurali_=hotmail.com@change.org] on behalf of Murali Rangarajan 
[rmurali_@hotmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Murali Rangarajan 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:00 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Ruperd Sun Nov  6 22:00:12 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�John�Ruperd�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��Please�Place�the�proposed�115V�power�line�in�the�Hollydale�project�at�494�and�55.��The�areas�of�concern�are�
Health�Implications,�Property�Value�of�Homes,�Proximity�to�homes,�Cultural�and�Aestheic�Values,�Wetland�Impact,�and�
Right�of�Way�Impacts.�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�22:00:12�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Laura Lawrence [lll1423@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:00 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Scott, 
I have additional concerns to express after attending the 10/26/11 Public Meeting. 

I purchased my town home with a de-energized line in hopes that my son would have a small yard to play in.  
There is no park within walking distance, and I am a working single mother who needs a yard available for my 
very active 5-year-old son. We already have no front yard to speak of since I don't want my son playing close 
to the access case for the buried utilities or the street.  

I am very concerned about my son's health if this new 115 kV line is going to be put in our backyard.  Not only 
would my son be playing outdoors underneath this new line, but we have a second level bedroom that would 
also back right up to it.  I already have a family history of cancer, which includes two sisters.  I have found 
information that indicates that an increased electromagnetic field can increase the risk of childhood leukemia.  
My home and yard would average out to more than 3 mG exposure, which increases the health risks for my 
son.  In addition to the childhood leukemia, an increased electromagnetic field could result in additional sleep 
issues.   

My home value is significantly less compared to when I purchased it, so selling at this time is not an option for 
me.  That is why I am writing this note to request your help and to please use the alternative path available 
along highways 55 and 494.  Please keep our neighborhood a place where we know our children aren't being 
exposed to unnecessary risks and can remain healthy and safe. 

Thank you, 
Laura Lawrence 
17028 39th Ct N 
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Dee Dee Deeken [ddeeken.shop=gmail.com@change.org] on behalf of Dee Dee Deeken 
[ddeeken.shop@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:41 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Dee Dee Deeken 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Dan Sundin [Dan@Sundin.org]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Concerns about Hollydale project

Scott,�I’m�a�Plymouth�resident�living�near�Rockford�Rd�&�Fernbrook.�I’d�like�to�voice�my�concern�about�the�Hollydale�
project.�We’d�like�to�ensure�that�the�new�lines�utilize�the�Hwy�494�&�Hwy�55�route�rather�than�Rockford�Rd�or�other�
routes�closer�to�homes.�
�
�
Thanks,�
�
�
Dan�Sundin�
Principal�Consultant�
Innovative�Technology�Partners�LLC�
The�Technology�Expert�
(763)�694�0000����Option�3�

�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Gorde Sun Nov  6 21:05:30 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Anne�Gorde�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�plymouth�
�
Email:�annemgorde@yahoo.com�
�
Phone:�612�581�3762�
�
Impact:��My�residence�is�three�houses�down�from�Niagara�Lane�where�the�high�voltage�power�line�would�be�in�use.�I�
have�three�children�who�actively�bike�and�play�on�and�around�Niagara�Lane.�Our�family�uses�Turtle�Park�daily�where�the�
power�line�would�run�through.�We�purchased�our�house�in�this�neighborhood�because�of�the�beauty�of�the�area�and�the�
large�amounts�of�woodlands�and�easy�access�to�green�spaces�and�park�trails.�The�route�proposed�in�the�permit�
negatively�impacts�our�neighborhood�in�these�ways:�Decreases�our�property�values.�Subjects�residents�to�greater�health�
risks.�Many�residents�will�lose�considerable�land�in�their�backyards�to�accommodate�the�large�poles.�Lastly,�it�infringes�
on�the�aesthetic�beauty�of�the�neighborhood.���
�
�
�
�
�
���
�
Mitigation:�I�believe�the�alternate�route�using�Hwy.�55�and�494�would�have�the�least�negative�impact�on�residents�and�
neighborhoods�in�the�City�of�Plymouth.��
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�21:05:30�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: LLOYD [lpeterson2811@q.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 8:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Mr. Ek: 

We have been homeowners in Plymouth for 20 years at 15110 44th Ave. 
N. We have been notified of the proposed installation of high voltage 
power lines to replace the existing power lines. The proposed 90 foot steel 
poles will carry 115 kV of power which should not be located in a densely 
populated residential neighborhood. In the materials and map we received 
from Excel Energy in July, it is apparent that there are alternative routes 
for the high voltage power lines that do not go directly through a 
residential area, wetlands and Turtle Lake Park. These alternative routes 
are along the 494 freeway, County Rd. 9, Hwy 55 and Schmitt Lake Rd. 
These alternative routes require additional construction and thus result in 
higher costs to Excel Energy and Great River Energy.

We are concerned about the possible health hazards of the proposed 
installation of high power lines in our neighborhood and the adjacent 
Turtle Lake Park and wetlands. We are also concerned about the potential 
negative impact on property values if the proposed installation of these 90 
foot steel poles with 115kV of power occurs in our densely populated 
neighborhood.  The additional costs of routing the line along alternative 
routes like 494/55 could be made up painlessly by increasing rates of 
every customer rather than the few customers, living in our neighborhood 
and the adjacent neighborhoods along the line, bearing the cost by reduced 
property values. In addition my understanding is that the power 
routed through these lines serve mostly the residents in Medina. 

It is truly a moral outrage! 



150

Best Regards, 

Lloyd Peterson
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 8:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Smiley Sun Nov  6 20:09:08 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mark�Smiley�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�marksmiley@gmail.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�115kV�power�line�that�could�potentially�be�built�in�my�neighborhood.�I�have�three�
issues�with�this�project:�
�
�
�
1)�This�is�going�to�be�built�in�the�wetlands�of�my�neightborhood.�I�strongly�oppose�this.�
�
�
�
2)�This�will�have�a�negative�effect�to�the�value�of�my�property.�It�has�been�rough�enough�with�home�values�declining�on�
their�own,�I�don't�need�help�from�an�ugly�power�line�going�through�my�neighborhood.�
�
�
�
3)�I�really�don't�want�to�look�at�the�power�lines.�When�we�moved�to�the�neighborhood,�we�specifically�chose�this�home�
over�our�second�choice�due�to�the�other�house�was�close�to�power�lines.�
�
Mitigation:�It�is�my�understanding�that�their�are�alternate�routes�in�this�proposal,�and�I�highly�recommend�using�the�494�
and�hwy�55�route�to�keep�the�power�lines�along�major�thoroughfares.�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�20:09:08�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Brenda Boese [bkb13@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 8:03 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

I am writing to pose my views on the Hollydale project that was slated to be literally in my back yard. 
I am very fearful and uncomfortable about having it so close to my home at 4605 Minnesota Ln N 
Plymouth, Mn. The 115kV line has not been run this close to homes in the past, the impact on health 
implications is very real especially when there are more unkowns to surely surface.  

I am concerned about the property value of my home/ the neighborhoods surrounding the line. There 
will be people that would not want to purchase a home with the line placed here for health, cultural 
and aesthetic reasons. I certainly would not have purchase my property with a 115kV line so close to 
my property. 

I attended the meetings  that we have had on the project. The speakers were eloquent, delivering our 
plight and facts.  I am proud of the passion and respectful manner in which my neighbors spoke of the 
negative impact it would have on running the line through our lovely neighborhood. Please, if you 
haven't been by our homes please take a walk on the path behind my home and look how the sight 
and humming of the line will have on my lifestyle. Not to mention the health concerns. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE 494/55 ROUTE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR THE ROUTE OF THE 
Hollydale Project. 

We still have some wetlands and wildlife in our neighborhood we want to conserve that and don't 
know the devastating impact it may have on them as well. 

I was told and researched that the right of way that was given for the present power lines was not for 
high powerlines, but only wood poles.

Thank you for your time. 
Please feel free to walk through the neighborhood to feel our plight. I don't feel we are being 
unreasonable with our request of having the 115kV line routed 494/55. 

Brenda K Boese 
4605 Minnesota Ln N 
Plymouth, Mn 55446 
763-553-0819
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Crocker Sun Nov  6 19:55:25 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Tracy�Crocker�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�T.a.crocker@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�553�1122�
�
Impact:��Health�issues,�poperty�values,�proximity�to�homes,�wetland�ramifications,�and�right�of�way�impacts�
�
Mitigation:��
�
I�believe�the�494�and�Hwy�55�route�should�be�used�as�it�has�less�impact�on�issues�listed�above!�This�would�take�it�further�
away�from�residential�homes�and�lessen�some�of�the�health�issues!�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�19:55:25�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Rosen Sun Nov  6 19:54:34 2011 

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Complaints.html�
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
User�Name:�Stuart�Rosen�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�pplusrosen@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�557�6584�
�
Complaint:��Regarding�The�Proposed�Hollydale�115KV�Project:�
�
�
�
Thank�you�for�requesting�community�input�regarding�the�Xcel�Energy�proposed�Hollydale�115�KV�power�line�and�
substation.�The�opportunity�to�express�my�views�on�behalf�of�our�Association�is�greatly�appreciated.�
�
I�am�President�of�the�Board�of�Directors�for�the�Westbranch�4th�Twinhomes�Association.�Our�twenty�two�households�
are�bounded�by�Dunkirk�and�Vicksburg�on�the�West�and�East�and�Rockford�Road�and�38th�Ave�N�on�the�North�and�South.�
The�proposed�route�for�the�115�KV�line�runs�along�the�wetlands�on�the�Northern�boundary�of�our�property�while�the�
Alternate�route�C�on�Rockford�Road�runs�along�the�Southern�boundary�of�our�Association's�property.�As�a�result,�we�find�
ourselves�wedged�between�and�very�close�to�two�proposed�routes�for�the�115�KV�power�line�and�its�associated�towers.�
�
Using�either�the�proposed�preferred�route�through�the�wetlands�or�Alternate�route�C�is�a�matter�of�great�concern�to�our�
Board�and�Association�members.�We�anticipate�several�significant�problems�for�our�Association�arising�from�either�the�
proposed�preferred�route�or�Alternate�route�C.��
�
1.�The�preferred�route�lies�within�a�relatively�short�distance�from�multiple�properties�in�our�Association.�Alternately,�
putting�the�line�along�Rockford�Road�(i.e.,�Alternate�C)�will�also�put�most�of�our�homeowners�within�a�short�distance�of�a�
high�voltage�line,�approximately�30�to�100�feet�depending�on�the�residence.�In�either�case,�the�line�and�its�associated�
supporting�steel�towers�will�be�highly�visible�from�and�closely�approach�many�of�our�townhomes.�We�have�been�assured�
by�multiple�real�estate�agents�that�these�close�proximity�towers�and�high�voltage�lines�will�significantly�reduce�property�
values�and�make�property�sales�much�more�difficult.�Since�the�majority�of�our�Association�members�are�senior�citizens,�
the�resulting�loss�in�property�values�will�adversely�impact�them�financially�during�a�period�in�their�lives�when�they�can�
least�afford�such�a�loss.�
�
2.�The�electro�magnetic�(i.e.,�EMF)�field�generated�by�these�lines�remains�a�concern�in�the�scientific�literature�and�is�
certainly�of�concern�to�our�Association�members.�There�are�significant�correlations�between�high�voltage�power�lines�in�
close�proximity�to�humans�or�animals�and�various�adverse�health�effects.�Many�of�our�homeowners�are�at�an�age�where�
pacemakers�and�other�health�related�devices��are�in�use�and�might�be�negatively�impacted�by�the�electro�magnetic�fields�
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generated�by�these�power�lines.�While�the�data�on�EMF�maybe�correlational�rather�than�"causal,"�this�is�the�same�
argument�made�for�decades�by�tobacco�companies�that�the�correlation�between�cancer�rates�and�smoking�were�simply�
based�on�statistical�correlations�rather�than�identifying�the�underlying�causal�mechanism�for�the�smoking�cancer�link.�I�
hope�that�the�potential�ill�effects�of�running�high�power�lines�so�close�to�occupied�residences�will�be�taken�seriously�in�
your�deliberations�and�decisions.�
�
�
�
In�closing,�as�Board�President�I�am�requesting�on�behalf�of�our�Association�that�you�give�serious�consideration�to�a�route�
for�the�115�KV�line�that�was�not�proposed�by�Xcel�Energy;�that�is,�running�the�line�down�Highway�55.�This�route�avoids�
the�neighborhoods�in�Plymouth,�including�our�Association,�it�makes�use�of�an�area�zoned�for�commercial�use,�and�would�
follow�a�route�that�already�contains�power�lines.�
�
Thank�you�again�for�requesting�my�input.�Please�feel�free�to�contact�me�at�763�557�6584�with�any�questions�or�
comments.�
�
Cordially,�
�
�
�
Stuart�D.�Rosen,�PHD�
�
President,�Board�of�Directors�
�
Westbranch�4th�Twinhomes�Association�
�
�
�
;�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�19:54:34�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Daniel Jasper [dljasper@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:53 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power line in plymouth

Mr. Ek: 

I am writing to strongly encourage you to re-route the proposed 115kV power line along the 494 + 55 route - as far away 
from homes as possible. It seems like the logical route - and the best possible solution for this new power line. I hope 
you that you take into account the view of the many citizens this will effect. 

Thank you. 

Dan Jasper 
15404 - 40th Avenue N 
Plymouth, MN   55446 
952-240-9306 (cell) 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:52 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Larson Sun Nov  6 19:52:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Marty��Larson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�Larsonm4230@msn.com�
�
Phone:�763�268�3149�
�
Impact:��Please�route�the�proposed�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�line�along�the�alternate�route�of�Interstate�494�and�
Highway�55.��Please�do�not�send�it�through�a�residential�neighborhood�such�as�Quail�Ridge,�when�the�alternate�route�
exists.��I�love�electricity�and�understand�that�power�lines�are�part�of�the�process.��However,�if�residential�areas�can�be�
avoided�by�following�a�freeway/highway�corridor,�the�494�and�highway�55�alternative�should�be�used.�
�
�
�
Thank�you�for�considering�my�opinion.�
�
Mitigation:�Please�route�the�proposed�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�line�along�the�alternate�route�of�Interstate�494�and�
Highway�55.��Please�do�not�send�it�through�a�residential�neighborhood�such�as�Quail�Ridge,�when�the�alternate�route�
exists.��I�love�electricity�and�understand�that�power�lines�are�part�of�the�process.��However,�if�residential�areas�can�be�
avoided�by�following�a�freeway/highway�corridor,�the�494�and�highway�55�alternative�should�be�used.�
�
�
�
Thank�you�for�considering�my�opinion.�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�19:52:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mark Jedele [Mjedele@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Transmission Line Project

Mr.�Ek,�
�
I�am�a�resident�of�Churchill�Farms�neighborhood�and�strongly�object�to�the�proposed�transmission�lines�project�through�
my�neighborhood.��I�understand�that�these�projects�always�must�affect�some�residents,�but�as�our�neighborhood�
association�letter�to�you�points�out�there�are�other�routes�with�significantly�less�impact�on�homes�and�citizens.�
�
Thank�you�for�your�thoughtful�consideration�of�this�decision,�
�
Mark�Jedele�
3300�Xanthus�Ln�N�
Plymouth,�MN�55447�
763�404�9748�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Ann Blien [ann_blien@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 6:46 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Proposed 115 kV power line in Plymouth, MN

Dear Mr. Ek, 
I am a resident of Plymouth and live near the intersection of county road 9 and Fernbrook Lane, at 14415 40th 
Place North. It has come to my attention that the proposed power line in Plymouth could be routed through 
neighborhoods or follow existing high power lines on the 494/hwy 55 corridor. I am writing to ask that all 
attempts be made to avoid placing power lines in existing neighborhoods. I understand the 494/55 route adds a 
mile, but this small add will benefit our communities for many years to come. 

Thank you for your taking my concern seriously. 
Sincerely,
Tim and Ann Blien 
14415 40th Place N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-557-1411
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 6:22 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Tiegen Sun Nov  6 18:21:40 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mary�Tiegen�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�marytiegen@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�577�0665�
�
Impact:��I�wanted�to�send�an�e�mail�stating�that�I�oppose�the�proposed�route�for�this�project.��Running�a�powerline�of�
this�magnitude���through�neighborhoods���where�people�have�built�their�homes�and�lives�for�years���is�not�a�good�idea.��
How�can�the�proposed�route�even�be�viable�when�Xcel�has�not�even�put�"feet"�to�the�ground�to�even�see�the�homes�
(and�people)�that�they�will�impact.���
�
Mitigation:�I�support�the�494/55�route�that�has�been�suggested�and�that�is�supported�by�the�Quail�Ridge�Homeowner's�
Association�as�well�as�the�City�of�Plymouth.�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�18:21:40�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Craig Borgmann [cborgturn=live.com@change.org] on behalf of craig borgmann 
[cborgturn@live.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 6:12 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

craig borgmann 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lynn Borgmann [anderborg=live.com@change.org] on behalf of Lynn Borgmann 
[anderborg@live.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 6:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,



166

Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

This power would be approximately 100 yards from my home. My home has already depreciated than I care to 
admit. If Xcel puts a power line of this magnitude so close to my home, any equity left in my property would 
evaporate. Financially and emotionally, I will never recover from this kind of a lose.  
The city of Plymouth has given no thought to existing homes before approving more housing. The fact that the 
city is even considering placing these lines so close to an association that already shoulder the burden of the 
railroad tracks and a gun club, clearly testifies that the city holds no value in our families, our homes, our 
neighborhood, our community.

Lynn Borgmann 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.



167

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 5:59 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Rustad Sun Nov  6 17:58:43 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mark�Rustad�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�rustad.mark@gmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�478�8662�
�
Impact:��The�fact�that�you're�even�addressing�the�term�"mitigate�impact"�tells�me�that�this�can't�be�something�good�if�it�
runs�through�my�backyard.���We've�lived�here�for�17�years,�raised�our�family�here,�and�buried�friends�of�ours�who�grew�
up�near�power�lines�and�later�died�of�cancer.���We've�seen�our�property�values�collapse�in�this�economy,�and�now�have�
to�fend�off�this�proposal�or�watch�our�values�fall�even�further.���Some�of�this�is�emotional�response,�yes,�but�much�of�it�is�
just�common�sense.��There�are�less�invasive�ways�to�deliver�the�energy�to�your�target�location.���
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�17:58:43�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mark Rustad [rustad.mark@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 5:52 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Power Line Proposal

Dear Scott 

One of many in the Bridlewood neighborhood that is slowly learning of your tentative plans to build expansive 
power lines through our back yards here in Plymouth. 

What must you be thinking.   I have no idea how the politics of something like this works in your jet stream.   It 
is my sincere hope that your plans shift into a direction that won't affect this neighborhood.   We've raised our 
family here.   We've buried friends who grew up living near power lines and later died of cancer.   We've seen 
our property values collapse because of the sub prime loans that ruined our economy, and now brace ourselves 
for an even greater collapse if you win.   Thanks for that. 

I realize you work for the state.    I realize there are gains to be made by delivering power and energy to the 
more distant growth areas.   But why do you have to run that through our backyards.    There are plenty of 
empty cornfields to the west of us that seem a more viable option. 

I don't know you, maybe you're a great guy.  Maybe you're excellent at your job.  But common sense seems to 
play to a vacant house when it comes to government, with this high wire proposal front and center.   It is a bad 
idea, but probably the most profitable on your end.   Otherwise why would you be pushing for approval.

Imagine in your own back yard, a bit metal pole dropped in and electrical wires replacing tree tops.   I would 
venture to guess that you'd fight it also. 

I mean no disrespect.  I will hope and pray that your goals are not met, and that alternative options are explored 
and approved. 

Mark Rustad 
18525 37th Avenue North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: DOUGHERTY, MIKE [mikedougherty@clearchannel.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 5:35 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Letter & Comments
Attachments: Letter to Scott Ek_20111109.docx; Bridlewood_Churchill Farms_Alternate Routes.pdf; 

Comments on scope of EA_20111109.docx

Dear�Mr.�Ek,�
My�wife�and�I�have�lived�in�Churchill�Farms�since�1992�.�This�neighborhood�has�been�well�kept�up�by�all�of�our�neighbors�
and�because�of�that�and�despite�high�Property�Taxes,�we�have�held�our�home�values.�With�what�is�being�proposed�by�
Xcel,�it�will�not�only�create�possible�Health�&�Safety�issues�–�but�it�will�also�lower�home�values.�
�
My�wife�&�I�wish�that�Xcel�would�consider�alternate�routes�attached.�
Thank�you.�
Sincerely,�
Mike�&�Mary�Dougherty�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kari Koznick [kkoznick@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 5:30 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: 115kV Power Line

Hi Scott, 

I would like to voice my concern on this high voltage power line proposed to be built very near my home. I am 
completely AGAINST this happening as it will lower my property value significantly!! I have lived here seven 
years already and plan to stay another few years and do not want the site or danger associated with this near my 
home. I am asking for it to be built on 494 and Hwy 55 as the route which is away from homes and parks. 
Thank You for taking the time to hear my concern. Have a good week! 

Kari Koznick
15240 40th Ave N
Plymouth, MN 55446
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: olegp@comcast.net
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 5:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Proposed Hollydale 115kV Transmission Line Project.

Dear Mr. Ek, 
Please use 494 and Hwy 55 as the route, as far from homes as possible. 
We have a big concern on health implications, property value of homes, proximity to homes, cultural 
and aesthetic values, wetland impacts. 
Regards,
Oleg and Sofia Pisarenko 
14840 39th Ave. N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: suzanne kinnear [skinnear@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:59 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power transmission line along railroad tracks

Dear�Scott�
�
I�live�in�a�Conor�Meadow�town�home�which�is�very�near�the�railroad�tracks.�I�was�notified�about�the�meeting�on�Oct�26�
regarding�the�transmission�lines.�However,�because�that�letter�arrived�the�day�of�the�meeting,�I�was�unable�to�attend.�I�
feel�very�strongly�that�those�of�us�who�live�near�the�R.R.�tracks�are�bearing�enough�burden�with�noise,�etc.�These�lines�
should�be�located�where�they�impact�few�homeowners.�Therefore,�alternate��segment�B�should�not�be�the�route.�I�will�
be�at�the�next�meeting�to�offer�my�opinion�in�person,�but�I�beg�you,�don't�make�us�the�losers�in�this�situation.�
�
Suzanne�Kinnear�
4905D�Jewel�Lane�No.�
Plymouth,�Mn�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Allison Ashmore [allisonashmore@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:47 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

I would like updates with the hollydale project. I plan on selling my home within the next two years and I am 
very concerned about property values going down.
Please mail me updates at: 
4058 Glacier LN N 
Plymouth MN 55446 

-Allison Deal- 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Caron klein [caron.klein@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:32 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: proposed 115kV power line

Dear Scott Ek: 

I am very concerned about the proposed power line, located literally in my back yard, in a purely residential 
area and along a walking path.

I realize that 494 & 55, a purely commercial area, and kept away from residential areas would be a much better 
choice for the entire community.  

Some of the negative impacts of not changing the location include: 

� Health implications  
� Property value of homes 
� Proximity to homes & on walking path 
� Cultural & aesthetic values 
� Wetland impacts 

I sincerely hope this other location is chosen as the very superior choice of the two. 

Thank you and please pass on this message.... 

Caron Klein
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Peter Thielen [pdthielen@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:14 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

I�recently�learned�of�a�problem�with�the�use�of�an�existing�easement�across�Plymouth.��This�easement�was�an�acceptable�
option�to�me�as�it�followed�an�existing�route�and�caused�minimal�disruption.��With�the�potential�for�this�route�falling�
through�I�understand�that�a�route�along�Rockford�road�is�under�consideration�as�well�as�routes�that�cross�existing�
neighborhoods.��The�city�of�Plymouth�has�proposed�that�if�the�route�that�was�generally�agreed�too,�that�followed�an�
existing�right�of�way�could�not�be�used,�then�the�best�route�would�be�one�that�follows�Highway�55�to�494.��I�agree�
completely�with�the�city.��I�live�near�Rockford�road.��Any�new�large�power�line�that�followed�Rockford�to�494�would�
destroy�my�neighborhood's�property�value,�as�well�as�the�neighborhood�across�Rockford.��Many�potential�buyers�will�not�
move�into�a�home�that�is�in�the�shadow�of�a�large�power�line,�making�a�house�near�a�line�worth�much�less�than�one�not�
in�the�lines�shadow.�This�seems�a�wasteful�and�needless�loss�when�another�route�is�available�that�would�not�affect�
values�in�the�least.���There�is�a�clear�need�for�additional�power,�compromises�are�of�course�necessary,�but�creating�
additional�damage�to�the�local�property�value�is�a�silly�needless�requirement�when�a�simple�compromise�moving�the�line�
parallel�to�highway�55�is�available,�and�this�route�would�not�affect�homes.���If�the�route�along�the�existing�right�of�way�
fails�to�be�workable�I�believe�the�next�best�solution�is�a�highway�55�route,�if�this�does�not�work�then�I�believe�that�the�
PUC�should�reopen�the�process�and�discuss�the�options�in�detail�with�us�that�would�be�affected�as�a�minimum.�
Thank�You�
Peter�D,�Thielen�
14515�40th�Place�North�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
H.�7635596034�
w.�7637642196�
E�mail:�pdthielen@gmail.com�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Xiaolou Wang [yingd1977=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Xiaolou Wang [yingd1977
@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Xiaolou Wang 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Ying Alvarez [dongmimi=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Ying Alvarez 
[dongmimi@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 4:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Ying Alvarez 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Debra Wolfe [dwolfe@apu.edu]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 3:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear Scott, 
I was at the Public Information and Scoping meeting at the Best Western on October 26th.  I would like to make 
my comments about the proposed Hollydale 115 KV Transmission Line Project, Docket No. E002/TL-11-152. 

I have been unimpressed with Xcel's plans to implement the 115 KV lines along any of the proposed routes that 
they have suggested.  They seem to NOT take into consideration the following: 

� potential health risks 
� devaluing of the homes in Plymouth
� depreciation of the neighborhoods and district
� the noise during construction that these lines will be generating 
� loss of aesthetics in many of the neighborhoods (including my own back yard)

I strongly appeal to the decision makers to place the transmission lines along I-494 and Highway 55.  The question posed about 
why this route was not considered was not answered at the meeting.

I hope that the concerns of the citizens of Plymouth who will be temporarily and permanently impacted for the 
benefit of Medina neighbors will be seriously considered.  Thank you for your time. 
--
Debra K. Wolfe 
16235 38th Place North 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
(763) 519-1241 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 3:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Pohl Sun Nov  6 15:11:00 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Michael�Pohl�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��My�wife�and�I�and�our�neighbors�have�many�concerns�about�the�proposal�of�a�high�voltage�line�being�
constucted�through�our�neighborhood.�The�health�implications,�Effect�on�home�values,�Proximity�to�homes,�Cultural�&�
Aesthetic�values,�Wetland�impacts,�Right�of�way�impacts,�just�to�name�a�few.�We�would�like�to�side�with�the�City�of�
Plymouth�and�have�your�high�power�line�follow�the�Hwy�55�&�494�right�of�way�instead�of�the�proposed�route�or�the�
proposed�alt.�routes.�Please�try�and�work�out�a�route�that�is�least�intrusive�to�homes�and�public.��
�
�
�
Thanks�Michael�&�Nancy�Pohl�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�15:11:00�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 3:08 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: McCoy Sun Nov  6 15:08:23 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Carol��McCoy�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�mccoy_carol57@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�557�8619�
�
Impact:��I,�along�with�the�residents�in�the�areas�impacted�by�the��proposed�115kVpower�line,�propose�Interstate�
494/highway�55�be�used�as�the�route�for�the�transmission�power�line�upgrade�and�expansion.�
�
�
�
When�first�notified�of�the�proposal�several�months�ago,�I�communicated�with�Excel�and�voiced�my�concerns,�specifically�
to�my�location:�
�
1.��I�would�have�never�purchased�a�townhouse�with�power�lines�in�the�back�yard�
�
2.��Health�and�Safety�issues�of�power�emission�
�
3.��Potential�damage�to�adjoining�wetlands�
�
�
�
I�wish�to�reinforce�my�above�concerns�with�the�state.�
�
�
�
I�can�not�speak�for�every�inhabitant�of�the�affected�areas�but�those�that�attended�the�meeting�on�October�26th�were�
100%�in�support�of�a�494/hsy�55�route�for�the�power�lines�
�
Thank�you�for�consideration�of�the�above�request�
�
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Mitigation:�See�above�comments:��494/hwy�55�route�would�not�present�the�negative�impact�that�will�occur�if�placed�in�
the�areas�proposed�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�15:08:23�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: doolin3@comcast.net
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 2:57 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Proposed 115KV Power lines

We are residents of Quail Ridge and the existing power line runs along the border of our property.
We are extremely  concerned that this proposal will greatly decrease the value of our home and could 
possibly have future health issues.  We knew building the house with the existing lines might create 
some issues, but they have not been used for years.  The new ones are certainly more of a concern 
and we don't understand why they have to be installed in an existing neighborhood rather than along 
Hwy 55 and 494?  Yes we experience power failures from time to time, but we understand these lines 
are to benefit Maple Grove more than they would Plymouth.   We have been established for over 20 
years.   Why disturb an existing development for future ones in another city?  At least there is an 
option and one that would work for everyone.  Some of us are the original homeowners and are ready 
to down size or getting ready for retirement.   Our homes have already lost considerable value due to 
the poor economy.   Erecting these monstrosities would be financially devastating! 

Please keep us posted.  We appreciate your taking the time to hear our side. 

Thank you, 

Dick and Sue Ness 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: James M Nordlund [jamesmnordlund=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of james m 
nordlund [jamesmnordlund@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 12:41 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,



190

Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

james m nordlund 
Fargo, North Dakota

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: KEN NANCY THEISEN [theisen5@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 12:13 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Mr. Ek - 

I would like to tell you that I don't want power lines running through my neighborhood where I play with my friends.  I 
am a ten-year old girl, and one of my best friends lives in a house where you would be putting the new lines.  I think it 
would be better to put the lines away from houses, so people won't get sick or hurt. 

My mom said that there are places on the highways that are not by houses, where you could put these lines.  I think that 
is a better idea. 

Thank you. 
Kallie Theisen 
16650 39th Place North 
Plymouth, MN 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: KEN NANCY THEISEN [theisen5@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 12:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Scott -

I would like to add my comments regarding the proposed Xcel Energy update.  I live in Westbranch Estates, which is a 
neighborhood where the new power lines would run right through our backyards.  I am VERY opposed to the proposed 
plan, because I do not want active power lines running through my neighborhood.  I do not want to start pitting 
neighbors against neighbors, either.  I feel that the best option would be if the Highway 55/Highway 494 option would be 
considered.  I know that this option may be more costly for Xcel Energy, but I feel any of the other options would be 
more costly for the residents of Plymouth.  The health issues (whether or not they have been proven at this time), the 
property value decrease, as well as the affect on wildlife, are just a few of the concerns that were brought up at the 
public forum which has caused concern for the other proposals.   

Again, I feel that the 55/494 options is the only option that is reasonable for this project. 

Thank you. 
Nancy Theisen 
16650 39th Place North 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 11:57 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Crocker Sun Nov  6 11:57:14 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Joyce��Crocker�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�Jb14115@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�553�1122�
�
Impact:���
�
Mitigation:�I�believe�the�494�and�Hwy�55�route�should�be�used�as�this�is�as�far�away�from�homes�as�possible.�The�health�
implications�and�property�value�of�homes�along�with�the�cultural�and�aesthetic�values�are�great�areas�of�concern�and�the�
494�and�55�route�would�eliminate�these�concerns�because�it�would�be�the�route�that�is�furthest�from�homes.�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�11:57:14�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Linn Kesler [locatewithlinn@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 11:48 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

 Dear Dept Of Commerce: 

RE:  The power line Xcel Energy is considering for the area near 39th Avenue in Plymouth. 

I believe allowing Xcel to install this high voltage power line is an egregious affront to the residents of that 
neighborhood.  With property values already having tumulted, this will cause many families in that area to 
experience terrible financial difficulties. As a realtor I know how difficult it is to sell a house on a high voltage 
power line, and the destruction it does to the property values.  Piling this negative valuation on top of what the 
real estate market has done already, is just incomprehensible.  I implore you to urge Xcel, a high profit 
company, to do the proper thing in this situation and use rights of way that are already in use, even if it means 
an added cost to them.   

Thank you, 

Linn Kesler       
www.LocateWithLinn.com
REALTOR,  CDPE
RE/MAX Results MINNEAPOLIS / ST. PAUL
facebook: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Linn-Kesler-Professional-Realtor/210519761226
763-221-1809 Cell   763-323-1052 Fax 
Short Sale / Foreclosure Specialist  
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 11:01 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Cropp Sun Nov  6 11:00:42 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Jeff�Cropp�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�jeffcropp@earthlink.net�
�
Phone:�651�343�2540�
�
Impact:��Re:�Hollydale�115kV.�No�residnet�wants�the�power�lines�near�their�their�house�in�any�neighborhood.�That�is�why�
I�feel�the�the�lines�should�follow�the�highways�(494�and�Hwy�55)�even�if�there�ias�an�additional�cost�to�residents.�I�
undersatnd�it�is�an�additional�$2M.�If�you�spread�that�over�the�residents�effected,�the�dollars�per�household�is�not�
significant.�Myself�and�many�others�would�agree�to�pay�more�"fees�/�tax"�to�keep�the�powerlines�out�of�the�
neighborhoods.�
�
�
�
Feel�free�to�call�me�to�discuss.�
�
Mitigation:�Re:�Hollydale�115kV.�No�residnet�wants�the�power�lines�near�their�their�house�in�any�neighborhood.�That�is�
why�I�feel�the�the�lines�should�follow�the�highways�(494�and�Hwy�55)�even�if�there�ias�an�additional�cost�to�residents.�I�
undersatnd�it�is�an�additional�$2M.�If�you�spread�that�over�the�residents�effected,�the�dollars�per�household�is�not�
significant.�Myself�and�many�others�would�agree�to�pay�more�"fees�/�tax"�to�keep�the�powerlines�out�of�the�
neighborhoods.�
�
�
�
Feel�free�to�call�me�to�discuss.�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�11:00:42�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Alison Alowonle [hans0274=umn.edu@change.org] on behalf of Alison Alowonle [hans0274
@umn.edu]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:36 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Alison Alowonle 
plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Elizaveta Gelfgat [axrennikova=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Elizaveta Gelfgat 
[axrennikova@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:10 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Elizaveta Gelfgat 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: D V Rodriguez [sotil001=umn.edu@change.org] on behalf of D V Rodriguez [sotil001
@umn.edu]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 10:02 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

D V Rodriguez
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Aleksandr Salnikov [alexs=midlandglass.com@change.org] on behalf of aleksandr salnikov 
[alexs@midlandglass.com]

Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:36 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

aleksandr salnikov 
plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Timfordmn@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:29 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I understand this upgrade 
needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will benefit all of Plymouth. To that end, the line 
should be relocated so that between the Hollydale Substation and the new Plymouth Substation the line runs through 
Plymouth's commercial areas along highways 55 and 494 instead of through wetlands and residential areas as it does 
now. 

Thank you  

Marilisa Commerford 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: David Biggar [davidbiggar47@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 8:39 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Mr. Ek, 

I reside at 5043 Archer Lane N., Plymouth, MN.  I'm submitting these comments with regard to a proposed 
Xcel Energy HIGH voltage pipeline, that Xcel proposes to run through residential neighborhoods in the City of 
Plymouth.  I reside in the northwest corner of the Fields of Nanterre development.  Proposed alternate route B 
runs right behind my backyard.   

I oppose Alternate Route B because it would affect my enjoyment of the property.  Unsightly metal towers 
emitting electric and magnetic fields were not a part of the deal when I purchased my home in April, 2009.  
There are no power lines on Alternate Route B now.  I don't believe anyone, even Xcel, denies that my property 
value would sink if the line were built along Alternate Route B.  Thus, money I spent for this property, with its 
wetlands and beautiful woodlands, would simply disappear.  Why should the property owners along Alternate 
Route B have to suffer this injustice, particularly since I understand that the power needs to be met by the 
the HIGH voltage power line are not in Plymouth, but in growing cities to the west.  The woods I now enjoy 
would probably have to be cleared, the birds on the wetlands that our property abuts would have to alter their 
flight patterns, and would possibly disappear. We would be subject to potential danger from electric and 
magnetic fields.  I have grandchildren who might want to play in the woods adjacent to my property in the 
future. Other homeowners along this route have children that play back there now.  The wonderful home and 
lifestyle we have now would be permanently damaged, not because of any choice I made, but because a utility 
company apparently is trying to find the cheapest way to deliver more electricity.   

I also believe that it may be possible that once these towers are built - where ever they are built - there may be a 
future time when the electricity needs of growing cities to our west become even greater.  Xcel would simply 
say they had to increase the amount of electricity being sent over the existing lines even more.  It would be 
logical to use the existing lines for that purpose.  Thus, whatever decision is made now could have potential 
serious, but unknown ramifications in the future.   

It would be easy to argue that the PUC should approve Xcel's proposed route, since a power line exists there 
now.  The people who live along that route all bought their homes knowing that the line existed there.  The 
price they paid for their property factored in the existence of a power line.  However, they don't want a HIGH 
voltage power line in their backyard either.  It will alter their lifestyles as well.  If the main purpose in 
determining where the HIGH voltage line should be located is to reduce residential impact, the PUC should 
require that this HIGH voltage power line be built along Interstate 494 and State Highway 55.  This is already 
public use property.  The right of way either exists or could be easily obtained.  It would not affect very many 
residential owners.  It may be the most costly route, but the costs will be spread out among hundreds of 
thousands of customers over a long period of time.  People would rather have their utility company increase 
its rates a small amount than have it build big steel towers that present a danger to humans, prevent people from 
enjoying their homes, and reduce the property value of selected homeowners just so a power line can be built at 
a reduced cost.  

If residential settlements and environmental concerns are to be priorities that are considered by the Department 
of Commerce in deciding whether to approve Xcel's permit application, there is no logical choice but to require 
that the transmission line follow the Interstate 494 and State Highway 55 corridor.  Since the public corridor 
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already exists, the impact on residential homes and the environment would be minimal.  Because of the long 
term impact of this project, that is the only real alternative. 

David Biggar 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Marie Kelly [marie@bfkelly.net]
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 7:17 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: mrsbkelly@qwest.net
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear�Representative,��
�
I�speaking�on�behalf�of�our�household�in�stating�that�we�oppose�the�proposal�to�replace�lines�on�wooden�poles�to�that�of�
tall�metal�poles.�Our�home�value�which�has�already��continued�to�decline�over�the�years�due�to�the�economic�stress�and�
the�look�and�feel�of�the�area�that�we�live�in�is�very�important�to�us.�We�strongly�believe�that�the�requested�change�is�not�
only�not�necessary�in�that�there�is�no�life�and�death�consequences�in�not�doing�so,�but�that�it�will�adversely�affect�our�
property�values�even�more,�especially�because�it’s�essentially�happening�in�our�back�yard.

Below is other information that we’ve learn that is alarming to us: 
Potential home buyers are much more likely to object to transmission lines on tall metal poles more than 
they would object to lines on common wooden poles.  The presence of tall metal poles easy visible in 
the middle of a neighborhood above homes is more likely to harm property values of homes close to the 
line, thereby affecting the value of homes of similar construction further from the line. 

Higher voltage power lines cause concerns among parents who have reviewed studies linking higher 
rates of childhood leukemia with living close to high voltage lines.  Conscientious parents with limited 
incomes have deliberately chosen to buy in our association because of the excellent school district 
reputation.  Several have expressed dismay at the proximity of the proposed upgrade to Route C to their 
homes.   They have said they would strongly consider moving if the line was installed, because they 
would be afraid to have their children play near or live in their homes which are close to Route C.

When such sales take too long, owners attempt to rent their homes; however the association has 
restrictions on the number of rental units to protect all homeowners.   The association faces financial 
hardship if owners who are ‘under water’ on their loans allow their homes to be foreclosed by banks and 
end up defaulting on association dues.  A brief survey of values and sale prices of the addresses below 
on the Hennepin County Property Information site shows this is a very real issue. 

�
Please�do�not�allow�our�families�and�neighborhood�to�end�up�being�a�casualty�of�this�proposal�when�it�is�not�necessary.�
�
Sincerely,��
�
Homeowners,�Marie�and�Brendan�Kelly�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, November 06, 2011 12:36 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Johnson Sun Nov  6 00:36:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mark�and�Cynthia�Johnson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�cynthia4735@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�205�5756�
�
Impact:��We�are�submitting�these�comments�in�regard�to�the�route�permit�application�for�the�Hollydale�115kV�
Transmission�Line�Project,�PUC�Docket�No.�E002/TL�11�152.�
�
�
�
Our�home�sits�in�the�path�of�your�proposed�route,�along�with�many�other�homes�in�a�strictly�residential�area.��In�fact,�our�
neighborhood�is�likely�one�of�the�most�densely�populated�areas�within�your�proposed�route.��We�strongly�oppose�your�
plans�to�build�a�high�voltage�power�line�within�this�or�any�other,�similar�densely�populated�residential�area.���
�
�
�
In�the�8�years�in�which�we�have�lived�in�our�home,�we�have�seen�our�property�value�drop�drop,�as�have�other�
homeowners,�symptomatic�of�the�ongoing�recession.��While�we�hope�to�live�in�our�home�for�many�years�to�come,�we�
are�quite�concerned�that�should�this�project�move�forward,�we�will�experience�additional�property�value�decreases.��In�
fact,�should�a�power�line�pole�be�placed�within�our�property,�it�could�very�well�render�our�home�unsellable.��We�
personally�know�of�a�family�in�a�southern�suburb,�in�an�area�of�$400,000+�homes,�who�has�a�power�line�pole�on�their�
property�and�who�have�had�their�home�on�and�off�the�market�for�extended�periods�of�time�and�they�have�not�been�able�
to�sell.��We�understand�that�one�of�their�neighbors,�without�a�similar�pole�in�his�yard,�was�able�to�sell�his�home�earlier�
this�year�within�2�weeks�after�listing�it,�and�in�this�housing�market,�for�around�$400,000.��We�have�been�told�that�these�
homes�are�nearly�identical,�the�only�major�difference�being�the�utility�pole�on�the�one�property.���
�
�
�
We�are�also�very�concerned�about�the�potential�health�impacts�of�this�type�of�high�voltage�transmission�lines�in�such�
close�proximity�to�our�homes.��We�are�fearful�that�we�would�become�prisoners�within�our�homes�in�attempts�to�avoid�
the�electromagnetic�energy�surrounding�the�lines�and�being�subjected�to�the�annoying�buzzing�noise�that�emanates�
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from�such�structures.��We�have�heard�both�that�there�are�and�there�are�no�adverse�health�impacts�as�a�result�of�living�
near�such�high�voltage�transmission�lines.��As�we�are�sure�you�would�agree,�our�health�is�too�important�to�us�to�be�on�
the�wrong�side�of�this�issue.���
�
�
�
Our�neighborhood�is�comprised�of�many�homes�located�a�few�feet�to�a�few�yards�apart.��Your�application�states�that�in�
the�rebuild�section�of�your�plan,�you�will�require�a�200�foot�wide�route�width,�that�includes�a�75�foot�right�of�way.��We�
are�fairly�certain�that�there�are�not�200�feet�between�our�home�and�that�of�our�neighbors�to�the�west.��In�addition,�while�
we�haven't�measured�this,�it�is�likely�a�stretch�to�say�there�is�even�75�feet�between�our�homes.��A�200�foot�wide�route�
puts�you�likely�in�our�front�yard�or�directly�over�our�home.��While�we�don't�want��any�active�power�lines�over�any�portion�
of�our�property,�low�voltage�lines�across�the�walking�trail�is�one�thing,�but�high�voltage�power�lines�in�our�neighborhood�
and�particularly�over�our�home�is�simply�not�acceptable.�
�
�
�
While�we�appreciate�your�need�to�build�cost�effective�infrastructure�to�provide�for�the�needs�of�utility�customers�now�
and�in�the�future,�the�decision�makers�in�this�project�must�also�certainly�take�into�account�the�impact�to�those�of�us�that�
have�investment,�monetary�and�otherwise,�in�our�properties�and�our�neighborhoods.��Sometimes�it�isn't�just�about�the�
money,�it's�about�doing�the�right�thing.���
�
�
�
Lastly,�there�are�most�certainly�the�aesthetics�to�consider.��We�see�the�existing�low�voltage�transmission�lines�and�
accompanying�poles�as�somewhat�unobtrusive.��They�are�there,�like�it�or�not.��And�honestly,�when�it�is�your�
understanding�that�they�are�inactive,�you�tend�not�to�worry�so�much�about�them.��The�pictures�that�we�received�that�
were�said�to�be�similar�to�the�high�voltage�transmission�lines�and�poles�in�this�plan�cannot�be�described�as�unobtrusive,�
rather�they�would�be�conspicuous�and�not�in�a�good�way.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�It�is�our�belief�that�this�type�of�project�should�be�considered�only�along�highway,�freeway,�commercial�zoned�
or�rural,�sparsely�populated�areas�and�is�not�the�type�of�project�that�should�be�undertaken�within�any�residential�
neighborhood.�
�
�
�
We�appeal�to�the�decision�makers�in�this�matter�to�consider�an�alternative�plan�that�does�not�involve�our�residential�
neighborhoods.�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Sun�Nov��6�00:36:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 11:45 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focht Sat Nov  5 23:45:02 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�John�P�Focht�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�johnpfocht@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�478�8942�
�
Impact:��I�am�a�homeowner�in�Bridlewood�Farms�and�President�of�the�Bridlewood�Farms�Homeowners�Association.��A�
protion�of�this�project�will�go�along�the�east�edge�and�south�edge�of�our�neighborhood�and�significantly�and�negatively�
effect�about�thirthy�of�our�homeowners.��The�increased�size�of�the�lines�may�have�a�significantly�environmental�impact�
on�their�homes.��I�say�"may�have"�because�I�am�not�an�engineer�or�a�scientist�nor�have�I�read�any�studies�that�confirm�
the�negative�impact�of�a�power�line�of�that�size.��I�do�not�doubt�the�need�for�the�creation�of�this�power�line,�but�I�think�a�
slightly�different�route�to�Medina�would�impact�fewer�homes�and�in�fact�may�not�impact�any�homes.���
�
Mitigation:�Instead�of�following�the�existing�lines,�which�boarder�the�Bridlewood�Farms�neighborhood,�and�impact�about�
thirty�homes,�I�believe�a�new�line�could�continue�along�Medina�Road�going�over�some�green�howses�and�a�farm�field�to�
just�west�of�the�Bridlewood�neighborhood�and�then�turn�south�crossing�Median�Road�and�going�through�a�farm�land,�a�
wet�land,�and�another�farmland�and�then�hooking�up�with�the�existing�lines�to�the�proposed�new�Pomerleau�Lake�
Substation.��This�would�put�the�lime�behind�my�house,�but�if�properly�positioned�would�not�have�a�negative�
environmenal�impact�(I�doubt�it�will�cause�me�to�glow�in�the�dark)�or�decrease�the�value�of�my�home.��I�do�not�think�this�
will�significantly�increase�the�cost�of�the�project�and�my�actually�cost�less�because�the�route�will�impact�maybe�only�one�
home,�not�thirty.��Bottom�line,�I�would�rather�the�line�go�behind�my�house�and�have�no�environmental�impact�on�me�
than�go�over�thirty�homes�with�children�and�perhaps�have�a�negative�effect�on�them.���
�
�
�
Thank�you�for�taking�the�time�to�read�my�comments�
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�23:45:02�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 9:32 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Bhatia Sat Nov  5 21:32:28 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Rachana�Bhatia�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�rachana_bhatia@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�7635514922�
�
Impact:��I�strongly�oppose�the�running�of�power�lines�thru�Quail�Ridge�of�Plymouth�Neighborhood.�The�proposed�power�
line�will�have�significant,�negative�impact�on�our�property�values.It�is�very�critical�to�protect�our�investment�in�our�home.
�
Mitigation:�My�recommendation�is�alternate�route�for�these�high�powerlines�should�be�along�494�and�55�which�could�be�
the�alternate�route�and�will�not�have�any�significant�impact�on�the�community.��
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�21:32:28�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Gurdeep Singh [gurdeep18=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of gurdeep singh [gurdeep18
@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 11:16 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

gurdeep singh 
plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Abkieffer [abkieffer@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 8:58 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Letter regarding XCel energy project
Attachments: Holy_Creek_Common_Letter.doc

Thank you for your time in this matter. 
Seth and Abbey Baker 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 6:46 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Callahan Sat Nov  5 18:46:16 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Daniel�Callahan�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�dan.callahan@live.com�
�
Phone:�763�550�1180�
�
Impact:��This�is�not�simply�replacing�a�powerline�on�an�existing�route.�Great�River�Energy�studied�increasing�this�once�
69kv�line�to�115kv�approximately�8�years�ago.�Due�to�factors�I�will�outline�below,�GRE�chose�not�to.�Instead�GRE�decided�
to�reroute�their�new�115kv�line�along�I�494�and�deactivate�(east�portion)the�old�69kv�line.��
�
�
�
The�proposal�now�is�to�take�a�former�smaller�69kv�rural�transmission�line�route�that�is�no�longer�used��(east�portion),�sell�
the�right�of�way�to�Xcel�so�that�Xcel�can�apply�to�replace�it�with�a�high�voltage�(by�state�definition)�115kv�transmission�
line.�This�cannot�be�arged�to�be�existing�but�should�be�considered�on�its�merits�as�a�new�proposal.�
�
�
�
The�Xcel�proposed�route�(portion�E�of�Hwy�55)�impacts:�
�
Housing,�(due�to�very�close�proximity�of�many�homes)�����health�issues,�use�of�yards,�property�values,��
�
���possible�noise/hum,�landscapes�
�
Aesthetics���new�larger�steel�towers�with�longer�
�
���arms���in�front�yards�back�yards,�towering�above�
�
���homes,�above�trails,���
�
Wetlands��
�
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Parks�(Turtle�Lake�Park)�
�
City�trails��
�
A�school�and�athletic�fields�(Providence�Academy)��
�
for�nearly�its�entire�route.��
�
Mitigation:�Follow�south�side�of�Hwy�55�then�north�on�west�side�of�494�to�proposed�1st�choice�substation.�
�
�
�
Bury�above�ground�distribution�lines�currently�existing�on�south�side�of�55�which�will�improve�reliability�for�distribution�
lines�and�remove�conflicts�with�new�transmission�line.�Run�new�transmission�line�above�ground.��
�
�
�
If�insurmountable�conflicts�occur�on�494�portion,�combine�lines�or�bury�portions�along�494.�
�
�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�18:46:16�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Rakesh Neelimandhu [nrrakesh=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Rakesh Neelimandhu 
[nrrakesh@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 5:51 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Rakesh Neelimandhu 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Julie Williams [juliew1004=aol.com@change.org] on behalf of Julie Williams [juliew1004
@aol.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 5:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Julie Williams 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Amy Robins [robins-amy=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Amy Robins [robins-
amy@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

I didn't purchase a home so that a few years down the line I could lose more money because of high voltage 
power lines next door!! Please don't put power lines here! 

Amy Robins 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Ada Sosunova [pashechka7=gmail.com@change.org] on behalf of ada sosunova 
[pashechka7@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 3:46 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,

Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  
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ada sosunova 
plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Paul Mazo [paulm=dana-net.com@change.org] on behalf of paul mazo [paulm@dana-
net.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 3:46 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

paul mazo 
plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 2:37 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Mitchell Sat Nov  5 14:36:59 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Tom��Mitchell�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�mitchells4320@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�432�3627�
�
Impact:��Hello,��
�
�
�
I'm�writing�in�regards�to�the�proposed�route�for�the�Hollydale�transmission�line�upgrade.��Our�house�is�located�directly�in�
line�with�the�proposed�route.��Our�yard�shares�a�pole�of�the�current�Great�River�line.���
�
�
�
We�moved�into�this�house�January�2008.��At�the�time,�we�were�aware�of�the�Great�River�line�(for�obvious�reasons),�but�
unaware�that�it�was�being�evaluated�for�high�voltage�upgrade.��Had�we�known�this,�our�decision�to�purchase�the�home�
would�have�been�different.�
�
�
�
Unfortunately,�we�are�now�being�placed�in�the�situation�at�hand.��Primary�concern�and�frustration�is�that�we�have�no�
option�based�on�the�following�conditions:�
�
�
�
��Current�housing�market�(neighborhood�houses�have�taken�1+�years�to�sell)�
�
��Drop�in�desire�for�the�property�
�
��Drop�in�property�value�prohibiting�us�from�financially�selling�
�
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�
�
This�is�not�to�say�that�we�currently�want�to�move,�but�just�that�we�would�like�to�if�the�new�high�voltage�transmission�
lines�are�installed�as�proposed.��We�do�not�want�our�children�growing�up�that�close�to�a�constant�EMF�source.��Although�
human�effects�are�still�unknown,�we�honestly�don't�want�to�even�take�the�risk.���
�
�
�
Myself,�and�my�family,�oppose�the�current�proposed�route�for�the�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�
�
�
�
Tom�Mitchell�
�
Mitigation:�We�support�an�alternate�proposal�of�routing�the�line�on�Interstate�494�and�West�on�Highway�55�
�
�
�
If�the�current�proposed�route�cannot/will�not�deviate,�we�request�that�the�lines�be�designed�to�minimize�EMF.��In�
reading�the�published�White�Paper,�this�means�insulated�transmission�lines�on�the�same�vertical�plane,�physically�
located�as�far�away�from�our�house�as�possible.���
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�14:36:59�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kelly Rasmussen [rasmussen.kld=gmail.com@change.org] on behalf of Kelly Rasmussen 
[rasmussen.kld@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 1:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Kelly Rasmussen 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jill McCrary [fuzzies.2=juno.com@change.org] on behalf of Jill McCrary [fuzzies.2
@juno.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 12:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Please don't put power lines here! 

Jill McCrary 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Brad Veltkamp [bradveltkamp=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Brad Veltkamp 
[bradveltkamp@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 12:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Brad Veltkamp 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 12:15 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: wellik Sat Nov  5 12:15:16 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�amy�wellik�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�plymouth�
�
Email:�amyandanne@yahoo.com�
�
Phone:�763�553�0740�
�
Impact:��The�proposed�power�line�through�my�neighborhood�would�significantly�and�negatively�affect�the�value�of�my�
home,�homes�nearby�and�the�quality�of�life�in�the�area.��
�
As�a�homeowner�and�a�mother�of�three�young�children,�I�am�strongly�opposed�to�this�proposed�project.�The�effect�of�a�
115kV�power�line�so�close�to�homes�and�families�can�only�have�negative�consequences�for�health�and�quality�of�life.�
�
It�would�negatively�affect�the�entire�community�
�
as�it�would�lead�to�a�seriously�depressed�area�with�lower�property�values.�It�is�unimaginable�to�think�of�the�unsightly�
large�towers�and�power�lines�in�the�beautiful�Quail�Ridge�neighborhood�I�moved�into�seven�years�ago.�
�
I�urge�you�to�not�proceed�with�this�project�through�this�neighborhood�and�use�an�alternative�route.�
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�An�alternative�route�is�the�best�for�this�project.�A�route�that�would�impact�less�residential�homes�and�fewer�
residents.�
�
A�preferred�route�along�highways�55�and�494�would�affect�far�fewer�residents�and�neighborhoods.�
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�12:15:16�2011�
�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 12:12 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Swisher Sat Nov  5 12:12:18 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Victoria�Swisher�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�swisher.vicki@gmail.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�am�writing�to�express�deep�concern�about�the�course�of�events�that�has�been�unfolding�related�to�the�
proposed�Hollydale�high�voltage�transmission�line�project.�The�risks�of�proceeding�with�Xcel's�proposed�route�include�but�
are�not�limited�to:�
�
1.�Unprecedented�infringement�on�residential�property�for�the�City�of�Plymouth:�
�
According�to�a�September�2011�report�provided�by�Xcel�Energy�which�detailed�the�Land�Use�of�Residential�versus�Non�
Residential�(in�mileage)�of�115kV�lines�in�the�7�county�metro�area,�115kV�lines�through�residential�areas�account�for�just�
84.3�miles�as�compared�to�522.6�miles�for�Non�Residential�areas.�These�figures�constitute�a�6:1�ratio�of�Non�Residential�
to�Residential�115kV�transmission�lines�currently.��In�contrast,�the�Hollydale�Project�"Proposed�Route",�should�it�be�
adopted,�would�constitute�close�to�a�1:1�ratio�since�approximately�50%�of�the�transmission�lines�would�run�directly�
through�residential�neighborhoods.��
�
�
�
Notably,�in�the�structural�figure�examples�that�Xcel�provided�in�its�application�and�fact�sheet�for�residents�(which�show�
examples�of�the�steel�pole�structures),�NONE�of�the�photographs�show�the�poles�in�a�residential�neighborhood�but�
rather�the�poles�are�placed�on�roadways,�rural�roads,�or�highways.�This�reinforces�the�reality�that�the�vast�majority�of�
115kV�transmission�lines�are�erected�in�Non�Residential�areas.�
�
�
�
The�original�utility�easements�secured�in�the�late�1960s�were�acquired�years�before�residential�subdivisions�were�
conceived�and�when�Plymouth�was�more�of�a�rural�community.�Unlike�other�older�communities�in�Hennepin�County�that�
have�115kV�transmission�lines,�the�residences�impacted�by�the�"Proposed�Route"�are�newer�construction�(majority�build�
between�late�1980s�and�early�2000s).��
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�
�
�
2.�Significant�property�value�loss�of�$8�million*�for�directly�impacted�homes�(based�on�estimated�minimum�10%�home�
value�decrease):�
�
While�proceeding�with�the�"Proposed�Route"�is�certainly�the�most�expedient�(and�least�expensive)�for�Xcel,�the�collateral�
loss�to�impacted�residences�in�pure�market�value�of�their�homes�cannot�be�understated.�In�short,�real�estate�experts�
concur�that�minimum�decrease�in�home�value�when�Overhead�High�Voltage�power�lines�are�present�is�10%,�constituting�
an�aggregate�loss�of�value�of�close�to�$8�million**�for�the�400�homes�along�the�"Proposed�Route.��This�is�a�staggering�
devaluation�with�one�tangible�downstream�being�a�decrease�in�property�tax�revenue�to�the�City�of�Plymouth).�
�
�
�
This�estimate�includes�only�the�homes�within�200'�of�the�proposed�115kV�line.�However,�home�value�impact�could�affect�
a�much�higher�number�of�homeowners�who,�while�not�within�200'�of�the�proposed�115kV�line,�will�see�their�own�
property�values�diminished�by�the�negative�impact�to�aesthetics�and�"drag"�on�home�values�due�to�their�neighbors'�
decreases.�
�
�
�
*�Average�home�sales�price�for�Zip�Code�55446:�According�to�an�online�home�value�tracking�service,�Trulia,�the�average�
sales�price�of�homes�in�zip�code�55446�was�$217,595�in�the�period�July�Sept�2011�
�
http://www.trulia.com/real_estate/55446�Minneapolis/market�trends/�
�
�
�
**It�should�be�noted�that�the�above�estimate�is�for�average�home�price�in�zip�code�55446�while�the�residents'�impacted�
home�values�collectively�are�higher�in�existing�value�than�the�average�used�in�this�calculation.��
�
�
�
3.�Environmental,�Aesthetic,�and�Cultural�Value�degradation�to�directly�impacted�areas�and�immediate�surrounding�
areas,�all�in�very�close�proximity�to�Plymouth�City�Center:�
�
Xcel�Energy's�consistent�position�as�described�in�their�Route�Application�is�that�because�"proposed�transmission�line�will�
primarily�follow�an�existing�69�kV�transmission�line"�that�there�will�be�"minimal�impact"�to�many�elements�outlined�in�
their�application,�Aesthetics�and�Cultural�Value�to�name�two.�THIS�IS�SIMPLY�NOT�TRUE.�The�existing�line�(inert�since�
2004)�consists�of�single�pole�wood�structures,�60�75�feet�maximum�in�height.�The�proposed�structures�will�be�of�steel,�
will�be�upwards�of�20%�taller�than�the�existing�poles�(not�the�"slightly�taller"�claim�Xcel�makes�in�the�application,�Section�
6.2.6���Aesthetics).�Further,�GRE�who�operates�the�existing�69kV�line,�at�the�time�it�was�active�(prior�to�2004),�regularly�
trimmed�the�vegetation�around�the�lines.�However,�this�trimming�rarely�involved�complete�removal�of�mature�trees�and�
therefore�residents'�land�and�aesthetics�were�not�impacted�as�severely.�Xcel�has�clearly�indicated�that�any�vegetation�
within�the�power�line�right�of�way�can�be�no�taller�than�15'����essentially�cutting�a�barren�swath�across�mature,�
established�neighborhoods.��
�
�
�
Therefore,�Xcel's�assertions�in�section�6.5.3�Flora�and�6.5.4�Fauna�must�be�called�into�question.�Specifically,�Xcel�states:�
"Transmission�line�construction�impacts�to�trees�and�woodlands�will�be�minimized�because�a�majority�of�the�proposed�
transmission�line�Project�will�be�a�rebuild�of�an�existing�transmission�line�and�follow�existing�right�of�way."�(6.5.3)�and�



243

"The�majority�of�the�Project�is�located�along�an�existing�transmission�line�route.�Because�of�this,�significant�new�impacts�
to�wildlife�species�are�not�anticipated."�(6.5.4).�Given�the�current�substantial�vegetation�and�mature�trees�along�the�
existing�right�of�way,�the�impact�will�be�significant�and�extensive,�not�"minimal"�as�Xcel�asserts.�
�
�
�
Photographs�of�two�Hennepin�County�neighborhoods�(St.�Louis�Park�and�Champlin)�with�115kV�lines�running�through�
taken�in�July�and�October�2011�provide�visual�evidence�of�the�impact�aesthetically�and,�further,�negative�impact�to�
Cultural�Value�that�will�occur�if�the�"Proposed�Route"�is�approved.�In�short,�the�homes�are�dwarfed�by�the�power�lines,�
the�vegetation�has�been�extensively�cleared�to�the�point�of�barrenness,�and�the�neighborhood�aesthetics�overall�are�
diminished�as�a�result.�Sadly,�the�neighborhood�ambience�is�defined�by�the�high�voltage�lines.�
�
�
�
4.�Health�Risks�to�Plymouth�citizens�caused�by�prolonged�and�close�exposure�to�EMF:�
�
Finally�and�not�insignificantly,�impact�from�increased�exposure�to�electro�magnetic�fields�exists.���
�
*There�is�substantial�evidence�that�exposure�to�extra�low�frequency�magnetic�fields�of�an�average�intensity�greater�than�
2�milligauses�doubles�the�risk�of�a�child�contacting�leukemia.���
�
*There�is�a�clear�and�consistent�pattern�of�significant�risks�for�average�exposures�above�4�mG.���
�
*There�is�very�good�evidence�that�even�momentary�exposure�to�fields�greater�than�16�mG��increase�by�a�factor�of�5�that�
a�woman�will�have�a�spontaneous�abortion�within�the�first�10�weeks�of�pregnancy.���
�
�
�
While�groups�with�vested�interest�in�disproving�the�health�risks�certainly�will�detract�from�these�assertions,�there�is�
nevertheless�persistent�evidence�of�these�risks�that�cannot�be�ignored.���
�
�
�
In�summary�and�with�all�due�respect�to�Xcel,�they�are�operating�in�the�interest�of�expediency�and�cost�control.�Both�are�
short�term�perspectives.�Should�the�"Proposed�Route"�become�a�reality,�the�City�of�Plymouth�and�a�solid�percentage�of�
its�residents�will�suffer�from�long�term,�ongoing�negative�impact�in�service�to�this�short�term�perspective.�In�matters�
such�as�these,�expediency�and�cost�control�are�not�appropriate�barometers�for�making�the�best�choice.�The�human�and�
environmental�elements�cannot�be�marginalized.�
�
Mitigation:�My�strong�recommendation�and�position�on�this�matter�(and�one�that�is�shared�by�many�fellow�citizens�in�
Kingsview�Heights,�Westbranch,�Quail�Ridge,�Fields�of�Nanterre,�and�all�other�neighborhoods�impacted)�is�to�select�
Alternative�Route�E�which�runs�along�Highway�55�and�north�on�Interstate�494�as�the�route�for�this�obtrusive�and�
controversial�transmission�line.�This�recommendation�is�based�on�thoroughly�researching�the�community�and�revenue�
impact�should�Xcel's�proposed�route�be�allowed�to�move�forward.�
�
�
�
Further,�if�it�is�found�that�overhead�lines�along�Alternate�E�route�are�not�feasible,�then�the�lines�should�be�BURIED�along�
said�route.�
�
�
�
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Thank�you.�
�
Vicki�Swisher�
�
Submission�date:�Sat�Nov��5�12:12:18�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Karin Cotter [karlar13@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, November 05, 2011 11:09 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Re: Official measurement of our property?

Dear Scott Ek, 

Thank you for your response re: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152. 

I was nervous that if I did not ask during the comment period I would loose my opportunity.   I strongly believe 
measurements should be taken for the preparation of the EA because it goes to the Applicants' claims that its 
project will be designed so that no homes will be in the ROW after it's finished and that nobody will need to be 
displaced and that the project follows an existing easement: 

1) In the Application on page 79 the Applicants indicate that 13 residences are within 35 feet of the project (and 
that 50 homes are between 35 -50 feet).  However, the Applicants are seeking a 75-foot Easement, not a 70-foot 
Easement (35 x 2=70).  I do not understand why they did not count the number of homes within 37.5 feet of the 
route.  That would give everyone a more accurate picture of how many homes are within the projected ROW.  It 
could be more than 13.  I think you should consider the number of homes within 37.5 feet in addition to the 
number of homes within 35 feet. 

2) According to my unreliable measurements, the centerline of the existing easement is approximately 36 feet 
from our home.  If you count the overhang and the gutter, it could be closer to 35 feet.  So was my home 
counted as being within 35 feet in the application?  Or within 35-50 feet.? Probably it is counted as "35 - 50 
feet." If the applicants use the existing centerline of the easement, our home is within 37.5 feet and within the 
ROW unless the centerline is shifted.  If they move the centerline closer to the neighbor's house, I cannot be 
sure without measuring whether either of our homes will be within 37.5 feet. 

So when you are preparing the EA and other documents and considering the scope and the impact of this 
project, please consider the possibility that there may be more than 13 homes in the projected ROW.  Each one 
of these residences could require a departure from the existing easement.  Even if they can engineer a route in 
which no residences are in the ROW, this may require departures from the existing route. 

Thanks,

Karin Cotter 

From: "Ek, Scott (COMM)" <Scott.Ek@state.mn.us> 
To: Karin Cotter <karlar13@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 4, 2011 2:44 PM 
Subject: RE: Official measurement of our property? 

Dear Ms. Cotter:

It is very early in the review process for this docket.  The next step is to prepare and issue the scoping decision document 
for the environmental assessment.  The Department of Commerce will not begin evaluating and analyzing the specifics of 
the proposed project for another month or so.  It is too early at this time to provide an answer on how the Department is 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: davis51@comcast.net
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 7:33 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Trasmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek: 

First of all, I must say that you are very patient. I cannot imagine reading through all of these 
comments.

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-
152.

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I 
understand this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will 
benefit all of Plymouth. To that end, the line should be relocated so that between the Hollydale 
Substation and the new Plymouth Substation the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas 
along highways 55 and 494 instead of through wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was 
used. However today we have a clear commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 
where 90 foot steel towers are more appropriate. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease 
the amount of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an 
abundance of wildlife that use these wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to 
reduce further impacts like we have now. 

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should not be shifted to the railroad 
tracks. Most of the homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed 
in 1971, so the impacts on property values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased 
their home. Our homes near the railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the 
railroad tracks, we should not add to it a new burden which was never envisioned when these homes 
were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes everyone happy, but 
the vast majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the 
Hollydale Transmission Line relocated to highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 
55/494 route the significant attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to 
improve the quality of life for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely,
Matt and Heather Davis 
17500 49th Ave N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: blytim56@comcast.net
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 7:16 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Plymouth Power line Upgrade

Tim Bailey  
4055 Garland Lane North 
Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

Thanks for opportunity to comment on Excel’s plans for their Plymouth Overhead line and substation upgrades.     
My family lives in the Holly Creek subdivision of Plymouth. 

I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the record; 

1. I agree with the proposed option mentioned at the 10-26-11 public meeting--the Hwy 55 & Hwy 494 as the only option for Xcel to consider, pursue 
and implement based on the following: 

a. There are already power lines that could be modified to carry the larger voltage requirements 
b. Would have minimum impact on housing / developments 
c. The decreased home values of 10%-40% based on the findings of licensed real estate agents presenting at the public meeting 
d. Would not cause concerns or increased medical issues with occupants—especially smaller children and adults.  See all references of medical 

studies made by Elizabeth Lafrenz at public meeting. 
e. The level of EMF output and the above studies findings regarding medical concerns and proved increased cases of a variety of different medical 

conditions associated with power lines. 
f. Not pit one neighbor(hood) against another as it appears was being done by the options under consideration by Xcel  
g. Noise level from the voltage of the power line upgrade.  It is well known that it will be present.  Especially for how close several of the homes in 

our neighborhood are. 
h. Concerned with possible personal safety of my children/family and others known/unknown that may arise via down wires due to storms, fires, 

electrical hazards and other increased hazards.  
i. We did not know that a large upgrade in the existing power line was a possibility when we purchased our home. 

Thanks for taking my comments and giving them fair consideration in the next step of this important process. 

Tim Bailey 
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E: joseph.g.sedarski@xcelenergy.com

________________________________________________
XCELENERGY.COM
Please consider the environment before printing this email

From: Jennifer Corke [mailto:JenniferCorke=aol.com@change.org] On Behalf Of Jennifer Corke 
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 7:21 AM 
To: Sedarski, Joseph G 
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.
----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.
We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project!
Some key points for your consideration:
1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B.
2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it.
3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%.
Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------
Sincerely,
Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011 

Jennifer Corke 
Plymouth, Minnesota  
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: mvrao@comcast.net
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 6:12 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek: 

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-
152.

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I 
understand this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will 
benefit all of Plymouth. To that end, the line should be relocated so that between the Hollydale 
Substation and the new Plymouth Substation the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas 
along highways 55 and 494 instead of through wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was 
used. However today we have a clear commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 
where 90 foot steel towers are more appropriate. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease 
the amount of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an 
abundance of wildlife that use these wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to 
reduce further impacts like we have now. 

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should not be shifted to the railroad 
tracks. Most of the homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed 
in 1971, so the impacts on property values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased 
their home. Our homes near the railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the 
railroad tracks, we should not add to it a new burden which was never envisioned when these homes 
were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes everyone happy, but 
the vast majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the 
Hollydale Transmission Line relocated to highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 
55/494 route the significant attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to 
improve the quality of life for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

Thank you for your time. 
Maddula V Rao 
Pabolu Swarajya Lakshmi Tayaru 
17665 48th Place North 
Plymouth MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Carin Hockert [carin.michelle@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: New 115kv power lines

Hi Scott-- 

Just a quick note giving my feedback on the proposed power line addition to Pymouth.  It seems to make sense 
to me that the lines run on larger roads, ie Hwy 55, Hwy 4494, etc as opposed to through neighborhoods.  This 
brings down the value of the homes that are already struggling to keep their value in this tough market.  Last 
thing we need is an unnecessary eyesore in our backyards when there are more logical placement locations. 

I have been a resident of Plymouth for 12 years, raising my young children.  We would love to keep our city as 
pristine as possible. 

Thanks for the consideration 

Carin Hockert-Hedeen 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:05 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: FW: Proposed Xcel Hollydale Power Line Project
Attachments: Adams_11911.pdf

Scott, 

I’m forwarding along this Hollydale comment.   I have been putting comments that, as far as I could tell, went only to me 
on the I-drive in an EA or Scoping Comments folder.   But I don’t see that folder on the I-drive right now. 

Ray 

Ray Kirsch�
Minnesota Department of Commerce�
Energy Facility Permitting�
85 7th Place East, Suite 500�
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198�
651-296-7588�
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us�
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/�

From: Bob Adams [mailto:badams@selectcomm.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:00 PM 
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM) 
Subject: Proposed Xcel Hollydale Power Line Project 
�
Dear�Raymond,��
�
First�of�all,�I’d�like�to�let�you�know�that�it�is�very�comforting�knowing�that�we�the�people�do�have�a�voice�and�we�the�
people�can�change�the�direction�of�what�was�presented�as�the�only�option.��Xcel�has�made�us�feel�as�if�they�were�simply�
going�through�the�motions�with�no�intention�of�listening�or�changing�what�they�felt�was�in�their�best�interest.��An�
interest�that�would�make�them�the�most�money�with�the�least�amount�of�cost,�time�and�effort�to�complete.���
�
Also,�that�you�stated�that�we�can�make�a�difference�and�could�have�the�proposed�plan�changed,�gave�us�all�hope.�
�
So,�I�wish�to�thank�you�for�that!!�
�
With�that�being�said,�I’d�like�to�submit�the�following�for�consideration�and�for�the�record;�
�

1) I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�as�the�only�
option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�be�considered;�

a) There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�
capabilities�

b) Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments�
c) The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�real�estate�agents�presenting�at�

public�meeting�
d) Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�children�and�

adults.��See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lafrenz�at�public�meeting.�
e) The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�study’s�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�increased�

cases�of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.�
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f) Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�
consideration�by�Xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�human�
health�and�property�devaluation�under�consideration�

g) Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��Especially�
for�how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard�as�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�aware�of�this�
issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.�

h) Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�may�arise�
via�down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�are�unknown�to�
me�at�this�time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature�

i) I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�the�line�
was�a�non�functioning�line.�

j) I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�understanding�of�what�
it�will�look�like�vs.�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs.�
backing�up�to�homes�and�in�a�home�development.�

�
Let�me�know�if�there�is�anything�that�I/we�may/should�be�doing�with�what�we�submit�as�well.��Since�we�don’t�have�a�clue�
on�what�to�do�or�how�to�do�it,�we�are�at�the�mercy�of�the�process.��This�has�required�us�to�try�to�become�an�expert�in�a�
matter�that�we�cannot�and�must�rely�on�assistance.�
�
Thanks�once�again.�
�
�
Bob�Adams�
4090�Garland�Lane�
Plymouth,�MN.�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Donna Onken [onkens@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:00 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project--Bridlewood & Churchville Farms Comments & Proposed Alternatives

Dear Mr. Ek,

           As a homeowner in the Bridlewood neighborhood,   I strongly urge you to consider the 
proposed routes that have been presented to you regarding the Hollydale Project.

Donna Onken
18715  37th Ave N
Plymouth, MN 55446
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bob Adams [badams@selectcomm.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:58 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Proposed Xcel Hollydale Power Line Project

Dear�Scott,��
�
First�of�all,�I’d�like�to�let�you�know�that�it�is�very�comforting�knowing�that�we�the�people�do�have�a�voice�and�we�the�
people�can�change�the�direction�of�what�was�presented�as�the�only�option.��Xcel�has�made�us�feel�as�if�they�were�simply�
going�through�the�motions�with�no�intention�of�listening�or�changing�what�they�felt�was�in�their�best�interest.��An�
interest�that�would�make�them�the�most�money�with�the�least�amount�of�cost,�time�and�effort�to�complete.���
�
Also,�that�you�stated�that�we�can�make�a�difference�and�could�have�the�proposed�plan�changed,�gave�us�all�hope.�
�
So,�I�wish�to�thank�you�for�that!!�
�
With�that�being�said,�I’d�like�to�submit�the�following�for�consideration�and�for�the�record;�
�

1) I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�as�the�only�
option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�be�considered;�

a) There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�
capabilities�

b) Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments�
c) The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�real�estate�agents�presenting�at�

public�meeting�
d) Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�children�and�

adults.��See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lafrenz�at�public�meeting.�
e) The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�study’s�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�increased�

cases�of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.�
f) Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�

consideration�by�Xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�human�
health�and�property�devaluation�under�consideration�

g) Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��Especially�
for�how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard�as�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�aware�of�this�
issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.�

h) Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�may�arise�
via�down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�are�unknown�to�
me�at�this�time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature�

i) I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�the�line�
was�a�non�functioning�line.�

j) I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�understanding�of�what�
it�will�look�like�vs.�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs.�
backing�up�to�homes�and�in�a�home�development.�

�
Let�me�know�if�there�is�anything�that�I/we�may/should�be�doing�with�what�we�submit�as�well.��Since�we�don’t�have�a�clue�
on�what�to�do�or�how�to�do�it,�we�are�at�the�mercy�of�the�process.��This�has�required�us�to�try�to�become�an�expert�in�a�
matter�that�we�cannot�and�must�rely�on�assistance.�
�
Thanks�once�again.�
�
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�
Bob�Adams�
4090�Garland�Lane�
Plymouth,�MN.�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:56 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Schmidt Wed Nov  9 11:55:49 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Leslie�and�Dan�Schmidt�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�lrpschmidt@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763.383.1235�
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
��
�
1)�������First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
a.�������According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�
power�line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�
a�power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
b.�������The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�
$9�million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�
�
c.��������A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
d.�������Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
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�
e.�������The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
��
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.����
�
2)�������Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
3)��Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.��
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
��
�
1)�������I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).��
�
2)������I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.����
�
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3)�������I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�11:55:49�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lori [loolman@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:27 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Holly Creek power lines

Tim and Lori Oolman 

16915 41st. Ave N. 

Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

First of all, I’d like to let you know that it is very comforting knowing that we the people do have a voice and we the people 
can change the direction of what was presented as the only option.  Xcel has made us feel as if they were simply going 
through the motions with no intention of listening or changing what they felt was in their best interest.  An interest that 
would make them the most money with the least amount of cost, time and effort to complete.   

Also, that you stated that we can make a difference and could have the proposed plan changed, gave us all hope. 

So, I wish to thank you for that.!! 

With that being said, I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the recored; 

1. I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�as�the�only�
option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�be�considered;

1. There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�capabilities
2. Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments
3. The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�realestate�agents�presenting�at�public�

meeting
4. Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�children�and�adults.��

See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lafrenz�at�public�meeting.
5. The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�studies�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�increased�cases�

of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.
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6. Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�consideration�by�
xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�human�health�and�property�
devaluation�under�consideration

7. Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��Especially�for�
how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard��As�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�aware�of�this�
issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.

8. Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�may�arise�via�
down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�are�unknown�to�me�at�this�
time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature

9. I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�the�line�was�a�
non�functioning�line.

10. I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�understanding�of�what�it�will�
look�like�vs�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs�backing�up�to�
homes�and�in�a�home�development.

Let me know if there is anything that I/we may/should be doing with what we submit as well.  Since we don’t have a clue 
on what to do or how to do it, we are at the mercy of the process. This has required us to try to become an expert in a 
matter that we can not and must rely on assistance. 

Thanks once again. 

Tim and Lori Oolman 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Paul Ablack [Paul.Ablack@Onapproach.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:11 AM
To: Judy Johnson; Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Kelli Slavik; Bob Stein; Tim Bildsoe; Ginny Black; Jeffry Wosje; Jim Willis; Paul Ablack
Subject: RE: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and 

Churchill Farms Neighborhoods
Attachments: image002.jpg; image003.png

Hi�Judy,�
�
Thanks�for�getting�back�to�me.�Our�neighborhoods�spent�a�lot�of�time�developing�these�alternatives,�based�on�guidelines�
provided�to�us�in�a�meeting�with�Xcel�energy.�We�will�be�watching�this�process�closely�from�this�point�on�to�make�sure�
that�all�of�these�alternatives�are�thoroughly�explored.�
�
Thanks�for�your�on�going�support.�
�
Regards,�
�
�
�
Paul�Ablack�
OnApproach�
3455�Plymouth�Blvd.�Ste.�200�
Plymouth,�MN�55447�
�
Phone:�763�557�7284���
Fax:�763�231�4433�
www.onapproach.net�

�
A�Business�Intelligence�solutions�provider�that�specializes�in�helping�companies�obtain�essential�financial�and�operational�
information�out�of�their�accounting/ERP�systems�leading�to�better�decision�making�to�drive�revenue�and�increase�
profitability.�
�
From: Judy Johnson [mailto:jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:11 AM 
To: Paul Ablack; scott.ek@state.mn.us 
Cc: Kelli Slavik; Bob Stein; Tim Bildsoe; Ginny Black; Jeffry Wosje; Jim Willis 
Subject: RE: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and Churchill Farms 
Neighborhoods
�
Paul,

Thank you for your email.  I appreciate you sharing alternative routes with Scott Ek at the Dept. of Commerce for 
consideration.  I was a member of the Advisory Task Force representing the City of Plymouth.  At the Nov. 1 task force 
meeting, Deb Price and another woman attended the meeting from the Bridlewood neighborhood.  I told them about the 
meeting.  They spoke with Scott and Joe at the meeting about the concerns and I relayed them as a task force member.

The task force looked at the segment of the proposed route that impacts Churchill and Bridlewood.  The group tried to 
come up with several alternate routes to go around the neighborhoods.  One issue we had was that in all of our scenarios 



13

from the north and to the west, in an effort to minimize impacts to neighborhoods, we were told that the route had to 
connect to/through the Hollydale Substation on 101 just south of 55. 

I hope Scott Ek will get back to you quickly with his thoughts on your alternative routes and include them in the process. 
He stated at the public meeting on Oct. 26 at the Kelly Inn that citizen input had the same weight as the task force and 
that alternative more alternative routes would be considered.  I also hope he can advise if your proposed alternate routes 
are viable based on what they told us about having to go through the Hollydale substation. 

Thank you for sharing this information with the Dept. of Commerce in their public process.  It is very important to make 
sure your comments - all comments - are included by the end of today, Nov. 9, as this is the deadline for public 
comment.

Judy Johnson 
Ward 1 City Council 

From: Paul Ablack [Paul.Ablack@Onapproach.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:38 AM 
To: scott.ek@state.mn.us 
Cc: Kelli Slavik; Bob Stein; Judy Johnson; Tim Bildsoe; Ginny Black; Jeffry Wosje; Jim Willis 
Subject: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods

Dear Mr. Eck and the Mayor and City Council of Plymouth,�
�

I write concerning the high voltage transmission lines that are proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm neighborhoods.�
�

We live at 18725 37th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55446. First, I would like to emphasize we are very 
concerned with the fact that with two large neighborhood associations that are directly affected by the 
proposed route (Bridlewood and Churchhill Farms) were not represented in the Task Force. Talking 
with as many neighbors that we could, all of us are surprised that we were not represented, including 
the people we met from Xcel Energy. If we were represented we would have offered several 
alternatives that appear not to have been considered. Our voice and the impact to the value of our 
properties needs to be heard and integrated into the decision making process. After examining the 
proposed route and alternatives and meeting with Excel representatives and other neighbors we have 
outlined several alternatives that you will find listed at the bottom of this email. I have also attached a 
document that shows a map of each alternative route that is described below. I urge you to vigorously 
pursue these viable alternatives, they create the least impact to all home owners which I believe as 
everyone’s goal. �
�

I have also attached the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association comments on the 
proposed high voltage powerline. I fully agree with those comments and am extremely troubled by the 
proposed location of the new transmission lines.�
�
�

Paul Ablack�
18725 37th Ave. N.�
Plymouth, MN 55446�
763-478-8177 (h)�
612-325-8377 (o)�
�

��
The�following�is�our�collective�neighborhood�concerns�and�proposal�of�alternate�solutions.�
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1)                  The Neighborhoods of Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Have Not Previously Had a Voice 
in the Route-Selection Process.�

            It is fair to say that there is no greater property interest than that which one has in one’s home.  That
interest includes the right to be secure against infringement on the health and safety of the home’s occupants,
the right of quiet enjoyment, and the right against having the value of that property destroyed or damaged for
public use without just compensation.�
            It would appear that while the route-permitting process was designed to include, and give a voice to, 
those persons whose property interests would most be impacted by the project, it failed to achieve that goal with
respect to the residents of the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods, who had no
representation on the Advisory Task Force [“ATF”].  The role of the ATF was to identify impacts and issues
that should be considered in the environmental assessment for evaluation of proposed routes for the
transmission lines.   To carry out that charge, representatives of those who have an interest in the location of the
route were selected to serve on the ATF.  No one representing the interests of the Bridlewood Farms or
Churchill Farms neighborhoods served on the ATF and, as far as we can determine, no specific request was ever
made to anyone in these neighborhoods.�
            As such, although the process was set up to have the appearance of fairness, it proceeded without actual
fairness to these neighborhoods.   The end result is that decisions about routes and their alternatives were made
by those whose interests may very well be in conflict with, and adverse to, those in the Bridlewood Farms and
Churchill Farms neighborhoods.  In short, we were deprived of a voice and the opportunity to have a
meaningful impact on a project that jeopardizes our property rights.   As such, we urge serious and thoughtful 
consideration of our comments and proposals for alternative routes given that we were not part of the prior
route-selection process.�
�

2)                  The Proposed Route Will Have Serious and Irreparable Adverse Impacts on the Residents of the
Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods.�

The following are our collected comments that address the effects of “the construction and operation of
the high-voltage transmission line on human settlement, including, but not limited to, public health and safety,
displacement, noise, aesthetics, socioeconomic impacts, cultural values, recreation, and public services.” See,
Minn. R. 7850.1900 Subp. 3 B.�

A. Number of Homes Impacted�

�

�         The proposed route brings the line within 200 feet of at least 80 homes in the Bridlewood Farms
and Churchill Farms neighborhoods (and nearby vicinity), as well as an additional 40 homes
bordering the north side of Medina Road.�

�

�

� Many of the homes are substantially closer to the proposed transmission lines than 200 feet.  For 
example:�

                        3600 Zircon Ln. N. –    66'�
                        3605 Zircon Ln. N. –    59'�
                        3465 Zircon Ln. N. –   44'�
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   42'�
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   45'�
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                        3720 Urbandale  Ln. – 61'�
18705 37th Ave. N. – 125'�

      18715 37th Ave. N. – 105'   
      18725 37th Ave. N. –   75'    
      18735 37th Ave. N. –   70'  
      18805 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18815 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18825 37th Ave. N. –   67'�
�
� As such, the proposed power-line route will have a significant adverse impact on the quality of

life for a substantial number of residents, providing justification for consideration of our
proposed alternative routes that impact fewer homes.�
�

B. Impact on the Quiet Enjoyment of Homes Bordering the Proposed Line�

�

� Fire hazard near high-voltage lines is a well-known and substantiated danger.  Because of that
danger and the proximity of the homes near the line, the proposed route will limit the ability of
residents bordering the line to operate gas or charcoal grills or use fire pits.  This same danger
will require bordering residents to take extra precautions when filling lawn mowers and other
gas-powered tools. �

�

� Noise from the proposed power line could adversely impact the relative peace and quiet that the
residents are used to enjoying and impact the sleep of those who border the line.�

�

� The proposed lines will be attached to metal poles, rather than the wood poles that are now
used.   Unlike the wood poles that are easily camouflaged by the existing foliage (especially in
the neighboring wetland), the metal poles will be easily visible.  Moreover, the metal poles are 
expected to be at least ten-feet taller than the existing wood ones, making them more visible and
unsightly to the neighboring homeowners, even those not directly bordering the transmission
line.�

�

� Currently, many residents along the proposed route border a wetland that provides an
aesthetically pleasing environment and a home to egrets, herons, and other migratory birds.   We 
are concerned that the installation of the proposed power line and its expected clear zone will
destroy that wetland and the enjoyment and tranquility that it brings to the neighborhood.�

�

�         The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�
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�

C. Health and Safety Concerns�

�

� The health and safety concerns from high-voltage power lines have been well articulated by
others, and we do not intend on repeating them in detail here.  Nevertheless, we are mindful of
the fact that Xcel and other power companies like it have never conclusively established that
chronic exposure to high-voltage power lines does not have adverse health impacts.  Studies 
done by the World Health Organization and other similar organizations advise that the evidence
of adverse health effects from chronic exposure to high-voltage lines is sufficiently strong to 
remain a concern and to warrant further research. �
�

� Because obtaining conclusive causality between high-voltage power lines and an increase in 
cancer, such as child leukemia, is difficult at best, and because there are a significant number of
credible studies that suggest there may be a correlation between high-voltage power lines and 
serious adverse health effects,�we urge prudence given the number of homes in close proximity
to the power line on the proposed route.  At the very least, mitigating EMF-reducing measures 
should be considered.�

�

� In addition to the large number of homes in close proximity to the high-voltage power lines, we 
ask that notice be taken that the proposed route travels over, and directly next to, walking/bicycle
paths that the entire neighborhood – including pregnant women and children – use for pleasure 
and for walking to school.�
�

�         We have also learned that the Federal Housing Authority considers high-voltage lines to be a 
“hazard,” as indicated by their own cite requirements quoted below:�

“2-0         INTRODUCTION�
This Chapter addresses the site requirements for FHA-insured mortgages.  Before the valuation 
process can begin, subject properties must meet specific site requirements.  The appraisal process 
is the lender's tool for determining if a property meets the minimum requirements and eligibility
standards for a FHA-insured mortgage.  �
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�
2-2       SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD HAZARDS AND NUISANCES�
Physical conditions in some neighborhoods are hazardous to the personal health and safety of
residents and may endanger physical improvements. These conditions include unusual
topography, subsidence, flood zones, unstable soils, traffic hazards and various types of grossly
offensive nuisances. �

* * * �
J.         OVERHEAD HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES�
No dwelling or related property improvement may be located within the engineering
(designed) fall distance of any pole, tower or support structure of a high-voltage
transmission line, * * * .  For field analysis, the appraiser may use tower height as the fall
distance. �
For the purpose of this Handbook, a High-Voltage Electric Transmission Line is a power line
that carries high voltage between a generating plant and a substation. These lines are usually 60 
Kilovolts (kV) or greater and are considered hazardous.  Lines with capacity of 12-60 kV 
and above are considered high voltage for the purpose of this Handbook.  High voltage lines do 
not include local distribution and service lines.”�

� If an agency of the United States government considers high-voltage power lines to be a hazard, 
then so shouldn’t those who are making the decision that these same kinds of lines be placed
within 200 feet of at least 120 homes?�

�

� As stated in the FHA site-requirement guidelines, a significant number of homes along this
proposed route are within the fall lines of these proposed 90-foot metal poles, resulting in a
significant potential risk to the occupants.�

�

�         Mosquito control in the wetlands adjacent to many of the effected properties is currently being
done by helicopter.  We are concerned that the installation of the proposed lines could adversely
impact the ability to carry out effective mosquito-control measures, putting residents at a great
risk of exposure to mosquito-borne illnesses.   �

�

�         The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�

�

D. Property Values�

�

� Because of the above-cited negative impacts that will inevitably result from the proposed power
line, the homeowners adjacent to it will most certainly experience a substantial reduction in their
property values, creating a domino effect on numerous other homeowners.�

�
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� The inability to acquire FHA-insured mortgages reduces the number of potential buyers.�

� These concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�

�

�

3) Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms Proposed Alternative Routes�

            Because of the risks and concerns identified above, we, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms,
believe that the proposed route is unacceptable.   We have outlined four alternative routes:  Of the four alternate 
routes, three of them (“F1”, “F2” & “F3”) are based on the “Alternate F” that was originally proposed by the 
ATF. We, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms strongly recommend consideration of all four Alternate
Routes because they impact significantly fewer homes in comparison to the “Proposed Route”. �
��

�
The following is a description of each Alternative Route described in the table above:�
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�
�
Proposed Route F1 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road.�

� Follow Medina Road west to Holy Name Drive.�

� Follow Holy Name Drive (west side) south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

�
Proposed Route F2 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection.�

� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 
go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

�
Proposed Route F3 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection.�

� Follow Medina Road west to Hunter Drive.�

� Go south following the Dundee and others property lines and connect to the “Proposed Route”.�
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�
�
Proposed Route G – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west (south side) to north boundary of Park Nicollet property.�

� Follow the north property line west to Brockton Lane.�

o Propose new right of way through the Park Nicollet property line.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road.�

� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 
go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

END�
��
Paul�Ablack�
OnApproach�
3455�Plymouth�Blvd.�Ste.�200�
Plymouth,�MN�55447�
��
Phone:�763�557�7284���
Fax:�763�231�4433�
www.onapproach.net�

�
A�Business�Intelligence�solutions�provider�that�specializes�in�helping�companies�obtain�essential�financial�and�operational�
information�out�of�their�accounting/ERP�systems�leading�to�better�decision�making�to�drive�revenue�and�increase�
profitability.�
��
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Zeroni, Jenny [jzeroni@ev3.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:59 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Ilan Zeroni
Subject: Hollydale Project - Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternative
Attachments: image001.jpg; Bridlewood_Churchill Farms_Alternate Routes.pdf; Comments on scope of 

EA_20111109.docx

Importance: High

I write concerning the high voltage transmission line that is proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood Farm, Churchhill Farm, And Orchards Of Plymouth neighborhoods.�
��
I, my husband and our two 6-year old children live at 3630 Urbandale Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55446, and the 
proposed power line is planned to run through our back yard. In fact, simple analysis shows that in the 
segment extending west from the Hollydale Substation and through the Bridlewood Farm, Churchhill Farm, 
And Orchards Of Plymouth neighborhoods, it is planned to run within 100 feet of 55 homes, within 200 feet of 
98 homes, and within 300 feet of 134 homes! These are 134 households that will be negatively affected in a 
severe to devastating extent, with no way to mitigate or recoup the losses, specifically when considering that a 
family's house is typically its most significant investment, involving much of its financial assets over a period of 
decades. 

The Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association are proposing alternative routes, which I attach to 
this email. Running the power line along these routes will certainly cost Xcel Energy and GRE more due to 
expenditures associated with the longer line and obtaining easement. However, the Utilities have means of 
recouping some if not all of these costs, whereas the residents of the 134 affected households of the 
Bridlewood Farm, Churchhill Farm, And Orchards Of Plymouth neighborhoods do not. 

Specific to my property, FHA guidelines dictate that our property will be placed in a "hazardous" area. Yet, to 
my knowledge, not one member of our community was advised of these risks, let alone invited to be a member 
of the task force. The health risk, significant devaluation of our property, noise and aesthetic aspects are very 
troubling.�

The various alternative routes that our association proposes, which run along roads or highways, a set of 
industrial green houses and across open farmland seem far more suitable than running the new higher voltage 
lines right along virtually unbuffered backyards and houses and along a walking path, all within a densely 
populated residential area. It would very much appear that certain financial interests were considered far above 
those of the health, safety and welfare of the people living in the 134 affected homes. Of course, once the 
values of those properties drop, so will the values of adjoining properties, creating a domino effect that would 
be detrimental to the entire communities.�
��
Our proposed alternatives would impact far fewer houses, as shown in the materials. The Bridlewood / 
Churchhill Farm development looks to be the single most densely populated housing in the area, yet it appears 
that it was selected to have the lines run right next to the homes. This would seem to be the immediate result 
of this highly populated area having absolutely no representation on the advisory task force. The proposals of 
our association would have very little impact on the homes of other developments and would use the natural 
buffering effect of the roads and highways and industrial or open land to maximum effect.�
��
The currently proposed line seems to unnecessarily harm the maximum number of people and homes when 
one would certainly expect that the risk/reward assessment should have been looking to achieve exactly the 
opposite result. It will devastate 55 households, mine included, and will have a severe negative effect on an 
additional 79 households. No corporate financial consideration should take precedence over such an 
overwhelming negative effect on entire communities. The proposed route is also in direct conflict with the State 
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Of Minnesota Department Of Health conclusion ("A White Paper On Electric And Magnetic Field Policy And 
Mitigation Options, The Minnesota State Interagency Working Group On EMF Issues, September 2002), which 
states: "Based on these considerations, the Work Group considers it prudent public health policy to take a 
prudent avoidance approach to mitigating EMF exposures." The proposed route is in no way prudent when 
EMF exposures or financial ramifications to the many households affected are considered. 
��
Mr. Ek, I cannot state strongly enough how opposed I am to the proposed route. It is evident that corporate 
financial considerations took precedence over common sense and regard to the welfare of our communities 
when proposing this route. I urge you to be the voice of reason and decency when presenting this case, and to 
recommend that any of our proposed alternative routes be accepted instead of the Utilities'. This line should 
not run alongside our neighborhoods in this unbuffered manner, but should instead run along the roads and 
highways and industrial, open and farm land, where it will not threaten as much harm. 

Thank you, and I trust that you will present our case with the seriousness and compassion it requires. 
Jenny Zeroni, 3630 Urbandale Ln N, Plymouth MN 55446.�
�
�
Jenny Zeroni 

Principal Development Engineer, 
Peripheral Vascular

4600 Nathan Lane North  |  Plymouth, MN 55442  |  USA 

Main:  +1 763 398 7000
Fax:  +1 763 398 7200
Direct:  +1 763 591 3859
Mobile:  +1 763 276 8331
Email: jzeroni@ev3.net
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: mpanzer@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:54 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Bridlewood Farm Residents - Hollydale Project: Proposed High Voltage Transmission Lines

Mr Ek 

I am one of the residents of Bridlewood Farms that would be effected by the proposed for a new high 
voltage line going through our neighborhood.  

One of the main reasons that we chose to move into this neighborhood was the very wetlands that 
this proposal will violate. It is a very peaceful, tranquil sanctuary for wildlife and residents alike. This 
proposal creates an eyesore and potential noise issue for the community. It also creates a potential 
safely hazard for local children who would be playing near these towers. It will obviously adversely 
affect out property values. 

There are several alternate proposals that have been forwarded to you that I urge you to take into 
consideration that will have much less and impact on our community. These proposals utilize the 
adjacent farm land that would have much less of a direct impact on our neighborhood. 

Thanks you for your consideration in this matter 

Sincerely 

Mark Panzer 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:47 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Frost Wed Nov  9 10:46:54 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Kris�Frost�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:�763�551�8974�
�
Impact:��I�would�like�to�express�my�concerns�and�angst�in�regards�to�the�routing�of�high�voltage�lines�through�densely�
populated�neighborhoods.�(I�unfortunately�already�have�a�69V�outside�my�front�door).�
�
1.�Health�Implications�
�
2.�Proximity�to�Homes�(there�is�buzzing�with�69V�so�I�can�only�image�when�it�goes�to�115�V)�
�
3.�Property�value�of�homes�(we�are�already�at�a�low�in�this�economy,�the�poles�are�not�a�selling�point)�
�
4.�Aesthetic�Value�(ugh)�
�
5.Interference�with�electrical�devices�
�
I�would�ask�that�you�consider�alternate�routes�from�highly�populated�areas�to�the�alternative�Hwy�55�to�494�as�if�it�were�
your�health�and�home�being�impacted.�
�
Thank�You�for�your�time�considering�my�concerns,�
�
Kris�Frost�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�ask�that�you�consider�alternate�routes�from�highly�populated�areas�to�the�alternative�Hwy�55�to�494�
as�if�it�were�your�health�and�home�being�impacted.�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�10:46:54�2011�



26

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bill Moss [bill@hornigcompanies.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:43 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Scott��good�morning.��With�regards�to�the�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�my�wife�and�I�are�strongly�against�
ANY�consideration�of�Alternate�Route�B�and�advocate�it’s�removal�from�consideration.�
�
Please�note�a�couple�of�our�objections�to�the�proposed�Alternative�Route�B��
*We�(along�with�several�hundred?)�homeowners�purchased�our�homes/lots�without�any�power�lines�as�proposed�or�
without�any�proposals.��We�live�along�the�train,�however�we�were�obviously�well�aware�of�that.��Adding�power�lines�to�
the�train�will�only�send�our�property�values�further�down.��A�lot.�20%�loss�in�value.�
�
*I�can’t�imagine�it’s�practical/cost�effective�to�acquire�the�land�necessary�to�make�B�worthwhile.��The�cost�of�acquiring�
land�easements�and�then�negotiating�the�wetlands,�train�tracks,�woods�etc…�would�seem�to�make�B�seemingly�not�
feasible.�
�
*Moving�the�lines�through�a�new/different�neighborhood�(Plan�B)�would�be�like�the�rail�service�proposing�moving�the�
tracks,�it�is�impractical.��Your�easements�are�in�place�and�the�homeowners�are�well�aware�of�the�lines.�
�
We�favor��
*The�existing�route.��You�already�have�easements�and�lines�in�place...you’d�only�be�replacing�towers/lines.��The�folks�
along�this�route�are�well�aware�they�have�power�poles/lines�and�bought�the�property�knowing�so.��Updating�current�
lines/poles�makes�sense,�moving�them�entirely�does�not.��EX�the�train�behind�my�house�often�changes�tiles,�replaces�
rock,�repairs�track,�however�they�don’t�move�the�tracks.��We�know�it’s�there�and�don’t�expect�it�to�go�away.���
�
*The�HWY�55�route�would�seem�to�be�another�possible�alternative.��This�would�make�way�more�sense�one�would�think�
for�a�variety�of�reasons.��Minimal�affect�on�private�property�owners,�seemingly�logistically�easier�(less�trees,�wetlands,�
woods,�train�tracks�to�deal�with).��
�
I�could�go�on�and�on�but�will�not�take�up�more�of�your�time.��Thank�you�for�your�time��
Bill�Moss�
17600�48th�Avenue�N�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jeffrey Thompson [Jthompson@meagher.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:39 AM
To: Joseph.G.Sedarski@xcelenergy.com; Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Margaret Thompson
Subject: FW: Hollydale Project  alternate route map and summary table
Attachments: Bridalwood_Routes_with_All_Report_Data_LowRes.pdf; Bridalwood_Structure_Summary.xls

Dear�Messrs.�Ek�and�Sedarski,

We�live�at�3600�Alvarado�Lane�N.�in�Plymouth.��Our�house�is�one�of�the�yellow�dots�on�the�Bridalwood�Routes�
map,�attached�hereto.��(By�the�way,�I�think�it�should�be�"Bridlewood"�not�"Bridalwood.")��I�assume�that�the�
shading�and�yellow�dots�mean�that�the�necessary�easement�for�the�proposed�powerline�runs�through�our�
house.��I�wrote�to�Mr.�Ek�yesterday�and�received�information�that�Mr.�Sedarski�sent�to�Bruno�Silikowski.

I�could�not�understand�the�Bridalwood�Structure�Summary�or,�more�to�the�point,�match�its�property�
references�and�the�distance�to�our�house.��Please�advise�as�to�how�close�the�proposed�powerline�is�to�our�
property�line�and�to�our�house.��My�neighbor�measured�it�to�be�about�90�feet�to�our�house,�which�seems�
about�right�by�my�eye�balling�it.��Also,�please�advise�as�to�how�close�to�our�house�and�property�line�the�new�
pole�is�to�be����is�it�the�same�location�as�the�existing�pole,�more�or�less,�which�is�the�reference�point�I�have�
been�using?

I�looked�back�at�our�home�file.��The�Lot�Survey,�Plat,�Appraisals�and�Title�Insurance�reflect�at�most�a�
Transmission�Line�easement�of�only�5�feet�(6�feet�in�one�Survey)�on�our�southerly�lot�line,�ending�in�the�grove�
of�trees.��I�understand,�however,�that�the�necessary�easement�for�the�larger�lines�is�150�feet�or�200�feet�(I�
have�heard�these�different�numbers�from�different�sources),�which�means�that�the�existing�easement�is�not�
nearly�large�enough,�with�the�required�easement�seeming�to�run�into�the�middle�of�our�house.��We�did�not�
receive�anything�to�sign�relating�to�any�Transmission�Line�easement�back�when�we�bought�the�house.

Accordingly,�I�assume�that�this�means�that�the�existing�easement�does�not�cover�the�needed�easement�for�the�
new�proposed�line.��Please�confirm�that�that�is�the�case.

If�that�assumption�is�correct,�what�is�the�process�for�determining�the�payment�we�would�receive�for�the�
easement�or�for�our�home�(imminent�domain�and/or�under�the�"Buy�the�Farm"�law??)?��I�know�that�this�is�a�
little�premature,�but�we�need�to�start�planning�for�contingencies�in�case�the�line�does�go�through�as�planned,�
which�I�am�told�is�likely.��We�would�like�some�understanding�of�what�the�state�and/or�X�Cel�proposed�to�do�in�
this�situation�and/or�what�the�usual�process�is.

I�have�heard�that�anything�from�10%�to�40%�of�the�home�value�is�what�is�paid�for�the�easement,�while�"full�
market�value"�is�paid�for�the�home,�if�we�elect�that�option.��How�is�the�market�value�determined?��Is�it�the�
assessed�value?��Or�do�X�Cel�and�we�hire�appraisers�to�determine�the�value�without�the�easement�and�
powerline?

Has�XCel�made�any�preliminary�determinations�as�to�the�easement�payment�or�fair�market�value?��When�and�
how�will�it�go�about�that?

Thank�you�for�any�and�all�information�that�you�can�provide�on�this�process.��It�is�a�little�scary�for�us,�as�
homeowners,�reading�the�material�that�we�received�from�the�neighbor�group�and�then�considering�the�impact�
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on�our�lives.��We�have�lived�here�since�the�house�was�built�in�1995.��Three�of�our�five�kids�have�only�ever�lived�
in�this�house.��They�don't�want�to�move�and�leave�their�friends.��Nor�do�my�wife�and�I�want�to�move:�we�love�it�
here�and�our�neighbors.

But,�the�idea�that�we�won't�be�able�to�barbeque�or�mow�the�lawn�anymore�and/or�that�we�won't�be�able�to�
sleep�is�a�bit�alarming.��And�the�idea�that�the�FHA�would�not�extend�a�loan�to�anyone�wanting�to�buy�the�
house�due�to�the�"harzardous�condition"�of�the�powerline�and�pole�is�more�than�alarming.��What�is�X�Cel's�and�
the�state's�views�of�these�things?��Do�you�have�any�material�that�we�could�read�on�these�issues�in�order�to�
draw�our�own�conclusions?

Anyway,�thank�you�for�any�information�that�you�can�provide.

Jeff�Thompson
612�371�1306�(o)
763�478�8845�(h)

From: Bruno Silikowski [mailto:bsilikowski@automotorplex.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 4:19 PM 
To: Paul Ablack 
Subject: FW: Hollydale Project alternate route map and summary table

From: Sedarski, Joseph G [mailto:Joseph.G.Sedarski@xcelenergy.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 4:05 PM 
To: 'bsilikowski@automotorplex.com' 
Cc: Rogers, Christopher C; Kotz II, Eugene R 
Subject: Hollydale Project alternate route map and summary table

Hi Bruno – as a follow up to our meeting last week, and as promised, please find attached a map and summary 
information regarding route alternatives discussed.  I think we captured the correct route alternate segments, but if we 
missed one you should be able to still use the map to revise and come up with others.  

Let me know if you have any questions.

Best Regards,

Joe

Joe Sedarski
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Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature

Senior Permitting Analyst

414 Nicollet Mall, MP8, Minneapolis, MN  55401

P: 612.330.6435   C: 612.816.5073   F:  612.573-1834

E: joseph.g.sedarski@xcelenergy.com

________________________________________________

XCELENERGY.COM

Please consider the environment before printing this email

NOTICE: The foregoing message (including all attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act,18 
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521, is CONFIDENTIAL and may also be protected by ATTORNEY-CLIENT or other PRIVILEGE. 
If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are hereby notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution 
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply to the sender that you have received this message in 
error; then delete it. The U.S. Treasury Department requires us to advise you that this written advice is not intended or 
written by our firm to be used, and cannot be used by any taxpayer, for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may be 
imposed under the Internal Revenue Code. Written advice from our firm relating to Federal tax matters may not, without 
our express written consent, be used in promoting, marketing or recommending any entity, investment plan or 
arrangement to any taxpayer, other than the recipient of the written advice. Thank you. 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kathryn Johnson [kajoin1313@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:27 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Numbers of neighbors

Scott, 

     I wanted to give some insight as to the numbers of neighbors in the Kingsview and Quailridge neighborhood 
that are concerned about the proposed route A. 
Mid August I invited 20 neighbors to my home at 4205 Minnesota Lane for an informal meeting.  I handed out 
a half page flyer with no stated agenda other than what can we 
do to be heard.  Out of the 20 invites I had over 50 people come to my house.  Obviously the neighbors I invited 
also told others about the meeting.  At the meeting we all stated our concerns 
and agreed to meet again in 2 weeks.  Two weeks later I merely put up three signs within a block of my house 
inviting people to come to the next meeting.   Again I had the same response.  
We had to find a larger meeting place so we have decided to meet at Plymouth City Hall. There are so many 
people wanting to attend the meetings and voice their concerns with the power lines. 
We are all in unanimous support of the 494/55 route. 

    To date we continue to meet at Plymouth City Hall up to twice a month and our numbers are growing.  Our 
primary goal is to get the word out to the people that are being effected by these power lines. 
We learned at the Oct. 26 meeting at Kelly Inn that Xcel is not obliged to disclose their intent to people other 
than those within feet of the power lines.  To that 
realization we took it upon ourselves to hand out informational flyers to every house in the neighborhoods.  We 
are getting 100% support to have the lines routed down the 494/55 corridor.

    I was at the meeting on Oct. 26th and disappointed to see that there were not enough comment forms 
available.  I arrived 15 minutes late because the parking lot was so full, I could not find a place to park.  I am 
sure you heard that there was a line extending from the meeting room, through the reception room and spilling 
out into the lobby.   When I finally got into the meeting room. I was told that I did not need to sign in.  I am 
concerned that because of this advise to me and many others that we are not being counted. I heard from you 
that you need to hear from us.  We are trying desperately to all be heard.  I personally counted over 325 people 
that were there at one point.  I talked to people that gave up and left because the PA system that you were using 
was not effective and they simply could not hear what you were saying.

   We as neighbors whom will be directly effected by these KV115 lines know that you have heard all the 
arguments and concerns associated with this issue.  I want you to realize that 
there are numbers of us that are concerned and want the lines rerouted or buried.  We will continue getting the 
word out to those whom have not heard about the proposed routes. This November 9th deadline was very 
restrictive for us but we will encourage our neighbors to stay involved and each one tell someone.    

   The current power lines are 50 feet from the deck on my house and 64 feet from my bedroom.  I would like to 
invite you out to my property to investigate this "pinch point". 
I measured the distance with a tape measure so I am confident of the distance I am stating.  I live on the 
northwest corner of Minnesota lane and 42nd avenue. 

Thank you for your time.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
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Kathryn Johnson 

Jeff and Kathryn Johnson 
4205 Minnesota Lane North 
Plymouth, Minnesota 55446 
612-423-5014
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Judy Johnson [jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:11 AM
To: Paul Ablack; Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Kelli Slavik; Bob Stein; Tim Bildsoe; Ginny Black; Jeffry Wosje; Jim Willis
Subject: RE: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and 

Churchill Farms Neighborhoods
Attachments: image001.png; image002.jpg

Paul,

Thank you for your email.  I appreciate you sharing alternative routes with Scott Ek at the Dept. of Commerce for 
consideration.  I was a member of the Advisory Task Force representing the City of Plymouth.  At the Nov. 1 task force 
meeting, Deb Price and another woman attended the meeting from the Bridlewood neighborhood.  I told them about the 
meeting.  They spoke with Scott and Joe at the meeting about the concerns and I relayed them as a task force member.

The task force looked at the segment of the proposed route that impacts Churchill and Bridlewood.  The group tried to 
come up with several alternate routes to go around the neighborhoods.  One issue we had was that in all of our scenarios 
from the north and to the west, in an effort to minimize impacts to neighborhoods, we were told that the route had to 
connect to/through the Hollydale Substation on 101 just south of 55. 

I hope Scott Ek will get back to you quickly with his thoughts on your alternative routes and include them in the process. 
He stated at the public meeting on Oct. 26 at the Kelly Inn that citizen input had the same weight as the task force and 
that alternative more alternative routes would be considered.  I also hope he can advise if your proposed alternate routes 
are viable based on what they told us about having to go through the Hollydale substation. 

Thank you for sharing this information with the Dept. of Commerce in their public process.  It is very important to make 
sure your comments - all comments - are included by the end of today, Nov. 9, as this is the deadline for public 
comment.

Judy Johnson 
Ward 1 City Council 

From: Paul Ablack [Paul.Ablack@Onapproach.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:38 AM 
To: scott.ek@state.mn.us 
Cc: Kelli Slavik; Bob Stein; Judy Johnson; Tim Bildsoe; Ginny Black; Jeffry Wosje; Jim Willis 
Subject: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods

Dear Mr. Eck and the Mayor and City Council of Plymouth,�
�

I write concerning the high voltage transmission lines that are proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm neighborhoods.�
�

We live at 18725 37th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55446. First, I would like to emphasize we are very 
concerned with the fact that with two large neighborhood associations that are directly affected by the
proposed route (Bridlewood and Churchhill Farms) were not represented in the Task Force. Talking 
with as many neighbors that we could, all of us are surprised that we were not represented, including 
the people we met from Xcel Energy. If we were represented we would have offered several 
alternatives that appear not to have been considered. Our voice and the impact to the value of our 
properties needs to be heard and integrated into the decision making process. After examining the 
proposed route and alternatives and meeting with Excel representatives and other neighbors we have 
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outlined several alternatives that you will find listed at the bottom of this email. I have also attached a 
document that shows a map of each alternative route that is described below. I urge you to vigorously 
pursue these viable alternatives, they create the least impact to all home owners which I believe as 
everyone’s goal. �
�

I have also attached the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association comments on the 
proposed high voltage powerline. I fully agree with those comments and am extremely troubled by the 
proposed location of the new transmission lines.�
�
�

Paul Ablack�
18725 37th Ave. N.�
Plymouth, MN 55446�
763-478-8177 (h)�
612-325-8377 (o)�
�

��
The�following�is�our�collective�neighborhood�concerns�and�proposal�of�alternate�solutions.�
1)                  The Neighborhoods of Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Have Not Previously Had a Voice 

in the Route-Selection Process.�

            It is fair to say that there is no greater property interest than that which one has in one’s home.  That
interest includes the right to be secure against infringement on the health and safety of the home’s occupants,
the right of quiet enjoyment, and the right against having the value of that property destroyed or damaged for
public use without just compensation.�
            It would appear that while the route-permitting process was designed to include, and give a voice to,
those persons whose property interests would most be impacted by the project, it failed to achieve that goal with
respect to the residents of the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods, who had no
representation on the Advisory Task Force [“ATF”].  The role of the ATF was to identify impacts and issues 
that should be considered in the environmental assessment for evaluation of proposed routes for the
transmission lines.   To carry out that charge, representatives of those who have an interest in the location of the
route were selected to serve on the ATF.  No one representing the interests of the Bridlewood Farms or
Churchill Farms neighborhoods served on the ATF and, as far as we can determine, no specific request was ever
made to anyone in these neighborhoods.�
            As such, although the process was set up to have the appearance of fairness, it proceeded without actual
fairness to these neighborhoods.   The end result is that decisions about routes and their alternatives were made
by those whose interests may very well be in conflict with, and adverse to, those in the Bridlewood Farms and
Churchill Farms neighborhoods.  In short, we were deprived of a voice and the opportunity to have a
meaningful impact on a project that jeopardizes our property rights.   As such, we urge serious and thoughtful 
consideration of our comments and proposals for alternative routes given that we were not part of the prior
route-selection process.�
�

2)                  The Proposed Route Will Have Serious and Irreparable Adverse Impacts on the Residents of the 
Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods.�

The following are our collected comments that address the effects of “the construction and operation of
the high-voltage transmission line on human settlement, including, but not limited to, public health and safety,
displacement, noise, aesthetics, socioeconomic impacts, cultural values, recreation, and public services.” See,
Minn. R. 7850.1900 Subp. 3 B.�

A. Number of Homes Impacted�
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�

�         The proposed route brings the line within 200 feet of at least 80 homes in the Bridlewood Farms
and Churchill Farms neighborhoods (and nearby vicinity), as well as an additional 40 homes
bordering the north side of Medina Road.�

�

�

� Many of the homes are substantially closer to the proposed transmission lines than 200 feet.  For 
example:�

                        3600 Zircon Ln. N. –    66'�
                        3605 Zircon Ln. N. –    59'�
                        3465 Zircon Ln. N. –   44'�
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   42'�
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   45'�
                        3720 Urbandale  Ln. – 61'�

18705 37th Ave. N. – 125'�
      18715 37th Ave. N. – 105'   
      18725 37th Ave. N. –   75'    
      18735 37th Ave. N. –   70'  
      18805 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18815 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18825 37th Ave. N. –   67'�
�
� As such, the proposed power-line route will have a significant adverse impact on the quality of

life for a substantial number of residents, providing justification for consideration of our
proposed alternative routes that impact fewer homes.�
�

B. Impact on the Quiet Enjoyment of Homes Bordering the Proposed Line�

�

� Fire hazard near high-voltage lines is a well-known and substantiated danger.  Because of that
danger and the proximity of the homes near the line, the proposed route will limit the ability of
residents bordering the line to operate gas or charcoal grills or use fire pits.  This same danger
will require bordering residents to take extra precautions when filling lawn mowers and other
gas-powered tools. �

�

� Noise from the proposed power line could adversely impact the relative peace and quiet that the 
residents are used to enjoying and impact the sleep of those who border the line.�

�

� The proposed lines will be attached to metal poles, rather than the wood poles that are now
used.   Unlike the wood poles that are easily camouflaged by the existing foliage (especially in
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the neighboring wetland), the metal poles will be easily visible.  Moreover, the metal poles are 
expected to be at least ten-feet taller than the existing wood ones, making them more visible and
unsightly to the neighboring homeowners, even those not directly bordering the transmission
line.�

�

� Currently, many residents along the proposed route border a wetland that provides an
aesthetically pleasing environment and a home to egrets, herons, and other migratory birds.   We 
are concerned that the installation of the proposed power line and its expected clear zone will
destroy that wetland and the enjoyment and tranquility that it brings to the neighborhood.�

�

�         The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in 
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�

�

C. Health and Safety Concerns�

�

� The health and safety concerns from high-voltage power lines have been well articulated by
others, and we do not intend on repeating them in detail here.  Nevertheless, we are mindful of
the fact that Xcel and other power companies like it have never conclusively established that
chronic exposure to high-voltage power lines does not have adverse health impacts.  Studies 
done by the World Health Organization and other similar organizations advise that the evidence
of adverse health effects from chronic exposure to high-voltage lines is sufficiently strong to 
remain a concern and to warrant further research. �
�

� Because obtaining conclusive causality between high-voltage power lines and an increase in 
cancer, such as child leukemia, is difficult at best, and because there are a significant number of
credible studies that suggest there may be a correlation between high-voltage power lines and 
serious adverse health effects,�we urge prudence given the number of homes in close proximity
to the power line on the proposed route.  At the very least, mitigating EMF-reducing measures 
should be considered.�

�

� In addition to the large number of homes in close proximity to the high-voltage power lines, we 
ask that notice be taken that the proposed route travels over, and directly next to, walking/bicycle
paths that the entire neighborhood – including pregnant women and children – use for pleasure 
and for walking to school.�
�

�         We have also learned that the Federal Housing Authority considers high-voltage lines to be a 
“hazard,” as indicated by their own cite requirements quoted below:�

“2-0         INTRODUCTION�
This Chapter addresses the site requirements for FHA-insured mortgages.  Before the valuation 
process can begin, subject properties must meet specific site requirements.  The appraisal process 
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is the lender's tool for determining if a property meets the minimum requirements and eligibility 
standards for a FHA-insured mortgage.  �
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�
2-2       SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD HAZARDS AND NUISANCES�
Physical conditions in some neighborhoods are hazardous to the personal health and safety of
residents and may endanger physical improvements. These conditions include unusual
topography, subsidence, flood zones, unstable soils, traffic hazards and various types of grossly
offensive nuisances. �

* * * �
J.         OVERHEAD HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES�
No dwelling or related property improvement may be located within the engineering
(designed) fall distance of any pole, tower or support structure of a high-voltage
transmission line, * * * .  For field analysis, the appraiser may use tower height as the fall
distance. �
For the purpose of this Handbook, a High-Voltage Electric Transmission Line is a power line
that carries high voltage between a generating plant and a substation. These lines are usually 60
Kilovolts (kV) or greater and are considered hazardous.  Lines with capacity of 12-60 kV 
and above are considered high voltage for the purpose of this Handbook.  High voltage lines do 
not include local distribution and service lines.”�

� If an agency of the United States government considers high-voltage power lines to be a hazard, 
then so shouldn’t those who are making the decision that these same kinds of lines be placed
within 200 feet of at least 120 homes?�

�

� As stated in the FHA site-requirement guidelines, a significant number of homes along this
proposed route are within the fall lines of these proposed 90-foot metal poles, resulting in a
significant potential risk to the occupants.�

�

�         Mosquito control in the wetlands adjacent to many of the effected properties is currently being
done by helicopter.  We are concerned that the installation of the proposed lines could adversely
impact the ability to carry out effective mosquito-control measures, putting residents at a great
risk of exposure to mosquito-borne illnesses.   �

�

�         The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�

�

D. Property Values�

�

� Because of the above-cited negative impacts that will inevitably result from the proposed power
line, the homeowners adjacent to it will most certainly experience a substantial reduction in their
property values, creating a domino effect on numerous other homeowners.�

�
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� The inability to acquire FHA-insured mortgages reduces the number of potential buyers.�

� These concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route.�

�

�

3) Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms Proposed Alternative Routes�

            Because of the risks and concerns identified above, we, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms,
believe that the proposed route is unacceptable.   We have outlined four alternative routes:  Of the four alternate 
routes, three of them (“F1”, “F2” & “F3”) are based on the “Alternate F” that was originally proposed by the
ATF. We, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms strongly recommend consideration of all four Alternate 
Routes because they impact significantly fewer homes in comparison to the “Proposed Route”. �
��

�
The following is a description of each Alternative Route described in the table above:�
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�
�
Proposed Route F1 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road.�

� Follow Medina Road west to Holy Name Drive.�

� Follow Holy Name Drive (west side) south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

�
Proposed Route F2 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection.�

� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 
go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

�
Proposed Route F3 – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border.�

� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection.�

� Follow Medina Road west to Hunter Drive.�

� Go south following the Dundee and others property lines and connect to the “Proposed Route”.�
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�
�
Proposed Route G – Start at Hollydale Substation�

� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55.�

� Follow Hwy 55 west (south side) to north boundary of Park Nicollet property.�

� Follow the north property line west to Brockton Lane.�

o Propose new right of way through the Park Nicollet property line.�

� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road.�

� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 
go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”.�

END�
��
Paul�Ablack�
OnApproach�
3455�Plymouth�Blvd.�Ste.�200�
Plymouth,�MN�55447�
��
Phone:�763�557�7284���
Fax:�763�231�4433�
www.onapproach.net�

�
A�Business�Intelligence�solutions�provider�that�specializes�in�helping�companies�obtain�essential�financial�and�operational�
information�out�of�their�accounting/ERP�systems�leading�to�better�decision�making�to�drive�revenue�and�increase�
profitability.�
��
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:51 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Bjorklund Wed Nov  9 09:50:42 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Tyson��Bjorklund�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:�651�485�0268�
�
Impact:��As�a�resident�of�the�Quail�Ridge�neighborhood�I�am�very�concerned�about�the�current�proposed�route�for�the�
high�voltage�power�line.�With�the�park�and�wetlands�(not�to�mention�numerous�trees)�I�fear�that�the�environmental�
impact�to�the�surrounding�natural�areas�will�be�devastating.�
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�09:50:42�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jason Sawyer [jasons@cronincoinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:50 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Holly Creek power line issue

Jason�T.�Sawyer�
16945�40th�Avenue�North�
Plymouth,�MN.�55446�
�
Dear�Scott,��
�
First�of�all,�I’d�like�to�let�you�know�that�it�is�very�comforting�knowing�that�we�the�people�do�have�a�voice�and�we�the�
people�can�change�the�direction�of�what�was�presented�as�the�only�option.��Xcel�has�made�us�feel�as�if�they�were�simply�
going�through�the�motions�with�no�intention�of�listening�or�changing�what�they�felt�was�in�their�best�interest.��An�
interest�that�would�make�them�the�most�money�with�the�least�amount�of�cost,�time�and�effort�to�complete.���
�
Also,�that�you�stated�that�we�can�make�a�difference�and�could�have�the�proposed�plan�changed,�gave�us�all�hope.�
�
So,�I�wish�to�thank�you�for�that.!!�
�
With�that�being�said,�I’d�like�to�submit�the�following�for�consideration�and�for�the�recored;�
�

1) I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�as�the�only�
option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�be�considered;�

a) There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�
capabilities�

b) Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments�
c) The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�realestate�agents�presenting�at�

public�meeting�
d) Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�children�and�

adults.��See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lafrenz�at�public�meeting.�
e) The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�studies�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�increased�

cases�of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.�
f) Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�

consideration�by�xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�human�
health�and�property�devaluation�under�consideration�

g) Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��Especially�
for�how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard��As�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�aware�of�this�
issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.�

h) Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�may�arise�
via�down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�are�unknown�to�
me�at�this�time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature�

i) I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�the�line�
was�a�non�functioning�line.�

j) I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�understanding�of�what�
it�will�look�like�vs�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs�
backing�up�to�homes�and�in�a�home�development.�

�
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Let�me�know�if�there�is�anything�that�I/we�may/should�be�doing�with�what�we�submit�as�well.��Since�we�don’t�have�a�clue�
on�what�to�do�or�how�to�do�it,�we�are�at�the�mercy�of�the�process.��This�has�required�us�to�try�to�become�an�expert�in�a�
matter�that�we�can�not�and�must�rely�on�assistance.�
�
Thanks�once�again.�
�
�
Jason�T.�Sawyer�
Cronin�&�Co.,�Inc.�
800�Nicollet�Mall��Ste�2520�
Minneapolis,�MN��55402�
800.862.3991�
direct�612.337.5759�
mobile�763.360.1305�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Ilan Zeroni [ilan.zeroni@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:46 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project – Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternative
Attachments: Bridlewood_Churchill Farms_Alternate Routes.pdf; Comments on scope of EA_

20111109.docx

Dear Mr. Ek,

I write concerning the high voltage transmission line that is proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood Farm, Churchhill Farm, And Orchards Of Plymouth neighborhoods.

I, my wife and our two 6-year old children live at 3630 Urbandale Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55446, and the 
proposed power line is planned to run through our back yard. In fact, simple analysis shows that in 
the segment extending west from the Hollydale Substation and through the Bridlewood Farm, 
Churchhill Farm, And Orchards Of Plymouth neighborhoods, it is planned to run within 100 feet of 55 
homes, within 200 feet of 98 homes, and within 300 feet of 134 homes! These are 134 households 
that will be negatively affected in a severe to devastating extent, with no way to mitigate or recoup the 
losses, specifically when considering that a family's house is typically its most significant investment, 
involving much of its financial assets over a period of decades. 

The Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association are proposing alternative routes, which I 
attach to this email. Running the power line along these routes will certainly cost Xcel Energy and 
GRE more due to expenditures associated with the longer line and obtaining easement. However, the 
Utilities have means of recouping some if not all of these costs, whereas the residents of the 134 
affected households of the Bridlewood Farm, Churchhill Farm, And Orchards Of Plymouth 
neighborhoods do not. 

Specific to my property, FHA guidelines dictate that our property will be placed in a "hazardous" area. 
Yet, to my knowledge, not one member of our community was advised of these risks, let alone invited 
to be a member of the task force. The health risk, significant devaluation of our property, noise and 
aesthetic aspects are very troubling.

The various alternative routes that our association proposes, which run along roads or highways, a 
set of industrial green houses and across open farmland seem far more suitable than running the new 
higher voltage lines right along virtually unbuffered backyards and houses and along a walking path, 
all within a densely populated residential area. It would very much appear that certain 
financial interests were considered far above those of the health, safety and welfare of the people 
living in the 134 affected homes. Of course, once the values of those properties drop, so will the 
values of adjoining properties, creating a domino effect that would be detrimental to the entire 
communities.

Our proposed alternatives would impact far fewer houses, as shown in the materials. The Bridlewood 
/ Churchhill Farm development looks to be the single most densely populated housing in the area, 
yet it appears that it was selected to have the lines run right next to the homes. This would seem 
to be the immediate result of this highly populated area having absolutely no representation on the 
advisory task force. The proposals of our association would have very little impact on the homes of 
other developments and would use the natural buffering effect of the roads and highways and 
industrial or open land to maximum effect.
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The currently proposed line seems to unnecessarily harm the maximum number of people and homes 
when one would certainly expect that the risk/reward assessment should have been looking to 
achieve exactly the opposite result. It will devastate 55 households, mine included, and will have a 
severe negative effect on an additional 79 households. No corporate financial consideration should 
take precedence over such an overwhelming negative effect on entire communities. The proposed 
route is also in direct conflict with the State Of Minnesota Department Of Health conclusion ("A White 
Paper On Electric And Magnetic Field Policy And Mitigation Options, The Minnesota State 
Interagency Working Group On EMF Issues, September 2002), which states: "Based on these 
considerations, the Work Group considers it prudent public health policy to take a prudent avoidance 
approach to mitigating EMF exposures." The proposed route is in no way prudent when EMF 
exposures or financial ramifications to the many households affected are considered. 

Mr. Ek, I cannot state strongly enough how opposed I am to the proposed route. It is evident that 
corporate financial considerations took precedence over common sense and regard to the welfare of 
our communities when proposing this route. I urge you to be the voice of reason and decency when 
presenting this case, and to recommend that any of our proposed alternative routes be accepted 
instead of the Utilities'. This line should not run alongside our neighborhoods in this unbuffered 
manner, but should instead run along the roads and highways and industrial, open and farm 
land, where it will not threaten as much harm. 

Thank you, and I trust that you will present our case with the seriousness and compassion it requires.
Ilan Zeroni, 3630 Urbandale Ln N, Plymouth MN 55446.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Paul Ablack [Paul.Ablack@Onapproach.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:38 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: KSlavik@plymouthmn.gov; BStein@plymouthmn.gov; jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov; 

TBildsoe@plymouthmn.gov; GBlack@plymouthmn.gov; jwosje@plymouthmn.gov; 
jwillis@plymouthmn.gov

Subject: Hollydale 115kV Project - COMMENTS & ALTERNATE ROUTES - Bridlewood and Churchill 
Farms Neighborhoods

Attachments: image001.png; image002.jpg; Bridlewood_Churchill Farms_Alternate Routes.pdf; Comments 
on scope of EA_20111109.docx; Letter to Scott Ek_20111109.docx

Importance: High

Dear Mr. Eck and the Mayor and City Council of Plymouth, 

I write concerning the high voltage transmission lines that are proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm neighborhoods. 

We live at 18725 37th Ave N, Plymouth, MN 55446. First, I would like to emphasize we are very 
concerned with the fact that with two large neighborhood associations that are directly affected by the 
proposed route (Bridlewood and Churchhill Farms) were not represented in the Task Force. Talking 
with as many neighbors that we could, all of us are surprised that we were not represented, including 
the people we met from Xcel Energy. If we were represented we would have offered several 
alternatives that appear not to have been considered. Our voice and the impact to the value of our 
properties needs to be heard and integrated into the decision making process. After examining the 
proposed route and alternatives and meeting with Excel representatives and other neighbors we have 
outlined several alternatives that you will find listed at the bottom of this email. I have also attached a 
document that shows a map of each alternative route that is described below. I urge you to vigorously 
pursue these viable alternatives, they create the least impact to all home owners which I believe as 
everyone’s goal.

I have also attached the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association comments on the 
proposed high voltage powerline. I fully agree with those comments and am extremely troubled by the 
proposed location of the new transmission lines. 

Paul Ablack 
18725 37th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-8177 (h) 
612-325-8377 (o) 

�
The�following�is�our�collective�neighborhood�concerns�and�proposal�of�alternate�solutions.�
1) The Neighborhoods of Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Have Not Previously Had a Voice 

in the Route-Selection Process. 

            It is fair to say that there is no greater property interest than that which one has in one’s home.  That
interest includes the right to be secure against infringement on the health and safety of the home’s occupants,



48

the right of quiet enjoyment, and the right against having the value of that property destroyed or damaged for
public use without just compensation. 
            It would appear that while the route-permitting process was designed to include, and give a voice to,
those persons whose property interests would most be impacted by the project, it failed to achieve that goal with
respect to the residents of the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods, who had no 
representation on the Advisory Task Force [“ATF”].  The role of the ATF was to identify impacts and issues
that should be considered in the environmental assessment for evaluation of proposed routes for the
transmission lines.   To carry out that charge, representatives of those who have an interest in the location of the
route were selected to serve on the ATF.  No one representing the interests of the Bridlewood Farms or
Churchill Farms neighborhoods served on the ATF and, as far as we can determine, no specific request was ever
made to anyone in these neighborhoods. 
            As such, although the process was set up to have the appearance of fairness, it proceeded without actual
fairness to these neighborhoods.   The end result is that decisions about routes and their alternatives were made
by those whose interests may very well be in conflict with, and adverse to, those in the Bridlewood Farms and
Churchill Farms neighborhoods.  In short, we were deprived of a voice and the opportunity to have a
meaningful impact on a project that jeopardizes our property rights.   As such, we urge serious and thoughtful 
consideration of our comments and proposals for alternative routes given that we were not part of the prior
route-selection process. 

2) The Proposed Route Will Have Serious and Irreparable Adverse Impacts on the Residents of the
Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods. 

The following are our collected comments that address the effects of “the construction and operation of
the high-voltage transmission line on human settlement, including, but not limited to, public health and safety,
displacement, noise, aesthetics, socioeconomic impacts, cultural values, recreation, and public services.” See,
Minn. R. 7850.1900 Subp. 3 B. 

A. Number of Homes Impacted 

� The proposed route brings the line within 200 feet of at least 80 homes in the Bridlewood Farms
and Churchill Farms neighborhoods (and nearby vicinity), as well as an additional 40 homes
bordering the north side of Medina Road.

� Many of the homes are substantially closer to the proposed transmission lines than 200 feet.  For 
example:

                        3600 Zircon Ln. N. –    66' 
                        3605 Zircon Ln. N. –    59' 
                        3465 Zircon Ln. N. –   44' 
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   42' 
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   45' 
                        3720 Urbandale  Ln. – 61' 

18705 37th Ave. N. – 125' 
      18715 37th Ave. N. – 105'   
      18725 37th Ave. N. –   75'    
      18735 37th Ave. N. –   70'  
      18805 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18815 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18825 37th Ave. N. –   67' 
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� As such, the proposed power-line route will have a significant adverse impact on the quality of
life for a substantial number of residents, providing justification for consideration of our
proposed alternative routes that impact fewer homes.

B. Impact on the Quiet Enjoyment of Homes Bordering the Proposed Line 

� Fire hazard near high-voltage lines is a well-known and substantiated danger.  Because of that 
danger and the proximity of the homes near the line, the proposed route will limit the ability of
residents bordering the line to operate gas or charcoal grills or use fire pits.  This same danger
will require bordering residents to take extra precautions when filling lawn mowers and other
gas-powered tools.

� Noise from the proposed power line could adversely impact the relative peace and quiet that the
residents are used to enjoying and impact the sleep of those who border the line.

� The proposed lines will be attached to metal poles, rather than the wood poles that are now
used.   Unlike the wood poles that are easily camouflaged by the existing foliage (especially in
the neighboring wetland), the metal poles will be easily visible.  Moreover, the metal poles are 
expected to be at least ten-feet taller than the existing wood ones, making them more visible and
unsightly to the neighboring homeowners, even those not directly bordering the transmission
line. 

� Currently, many residents along the proposed route border a wetland that provides an
aesthetically pleasing environment and a home to egrets, herons, and other migratory birds.   We 
are concerned that the installation of the proposed power line and its expected clear zone will
destroy that wetland and the enjoyment and tranquility that it brings to the neighborhood. 

� The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

C. Health and Safety Concerns 

� The health and safety concerns from high-voltage power lines have been well articulated by
others, and we do not intend on repeating them in detail here.  Nevertheless, we are mindful of
the fact that Xcel and other power companies like it have never conclusively established that
chronic exposure to high-voltage power lines does not have adverse health impacts.  Studies 
done by the World Health Organization and other similar organizations advise that the evidence
of adverse health effects from chronic exposure to high-voltage lines is sufficiently strong to 
remain a concern and to warrant further research. 

� Because obtaining conclusive causality between high-voltage power lines and an increase in
cancer, such as child leukemia, is difficult at best, and because there are a significant number of
credible studies that suggest there may be a correlation between high-voltage power lines and 
serious adverse health effects,�we urge prudence given the number of homes in close proximity
to the power line on the proposed route.  At the very least, mitigating EMF-reducing measures 
should be considered.
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� In addition to the large number of homes in close proximity to the high-voltage power lines, we 
ask that notice be taken that the proposed route travels over, and directly next to, walking/bicycle
paths that the entire neighborhood – including pregnant women and children – use for pleasure 
and for walking to school.

� We have also learned that the Federal Housing Authority considers high-voltage lines to be a 
“hazard,” as indicated by their own cite requirements quoted below:

“2-0         INTRODUCTION 

This Chapter addresses the site requirements for FHA-insured mortgages.  Before the valuation 
process can begin, subject properties must meet specific site requirements.  The appraisal process 
is the lender's tool for determining if a property meets the minimum requirements and eligibility
standards for a FHA-insured mortgage.   
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2-2       SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD HAZARDS AND NUISANCES 

Physical conditions in some neighborhoods are hazardous to the personal health and safety of
residents and may endanger physical improvements. These conditions include unusual
topography, subsidence, flood zones, unstable soils, traffic hazards and various types of grossly
offensive nuisances.

* * *

J.         OVERHEAD HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES

No dwelling or related property improvement may be located within the engineering
(designed) fall distance of any pole, tower or support structure of a high-voltage
transmission line, * * * .  For field analysis, the appraiser may use tower height as the fall
distance.  

For the purpose of this Handbook, a High-Voltage Electric Transmission Line is a power line
that carries high voltage between a generating plant and a substation. These lines are usually 60 
Kilovolts (kV) or greater and are considered hazardous.  Lines with capacity of 12-60 kV 
and above are considered high voltage for the purpose of this Handbook.  High voltage lines do 
not include local distribution and service lines.” 

� If an agency of the United States government considers high-voltage power lines to be a hazard, 
then so shouldn’t those who are making the decision that these same kinds of lines be placed
within 200 feet of at least 120 homes? 

� As stated in the FHA site-requirement guidelines, a significant number of homes along this
proposed route are within the fall lines of these proposed 90-foot metal poles, resulting in a
significant potential risk to the occupants. 

� Mosquito control in the wetlands adjacent to many of the effected properties is currently being 
done by helicopter.  We are concerned that the installation of the proposed lines could adversely
impact the ability to carry out effective mosquito-control measures, putting residents at a great
risk of exposure to mosquito-borne illnesses.    

� The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

D. Property Values 

� Because of the above-cited negative impacts that will inevitably result from the proposed power
line, the homeowners adjacent to it will most certainly experience a substantial reduction in their
property values, creating a domino effect on numerous other homeowners. 

� The inability to acquire FHA-insured mortgages reduces the number of potential buyers. 
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� These concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

3) Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms Proposed Alternative Routes 

            Because of the risks and concerns identified above, we, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms,
believe that the proposed route is unacceptable.   We have outlined four alternative routes:  Of the four alternate 
routes, three of them (“F1”, “F2” & “F3”) are based on the “Alternate F” that was originally proposed by the
ATF. We, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms strongly recommend consideration of all four Alternate
Routes because they impact significantly fewer homes in comparison to the “Proposed Route”.
�

�
The following is a description of each Alternative Route described in the table above: 
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Proposed Route F1 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road. 
� Follow Medina Road west to Holy Name Drive. 
� Follow Holy Name Drive (west side) south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

Proposed Route F2 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection. 
� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 

go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

Proposed Route F3 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection. 
� Follow Medina Road west to Hunter Drive. 
� Go south following the Dundee and others property lines and connect to the “Proposed Route”. 
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Proposed Route G – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west (south side) to north boundary of Park Nicollet property. 
� Follow the north property line west to Brockton Lane. 

o Propose new right of way through the Park Nicollet property line. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road. 
� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 

go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

END�
�
Paul�Ablack�
OnApproach�
3455�Plymouth�Blvd.�Ste.�200�
Plymouth,�MN�55447�
�
Phone:�763�557�7284���
Fax:�763�231�4433�
www.onapproach.net�

�
A�Business�Intelligence�solutions�provider�that�specializes�in�helping�companies�obtain�essential�financial�and�operational�
information�out�of�their�accounting/ERP�systems�leading�to�better�decision�making�to�drive�revenue�and�increase�
profitability.�
�



55

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: tsig@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:35 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Xcel Project  at Holly Creek

Todd Sigurdson 
17050 41 PL N 
Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

First of all, I’d like to let you know that it is very comforting knowing that we the people do have a voice and 
we the people can change the direction of what was presented as the only option.  Xcel has made us feel as if 
they were simply going through the motions with no intention of listening or changing what they felt was in 
their best interest.  An interest that would make them the most money with the least amount of cost, time and 
effort to complete.   

Also, that you stated that we can make a difference and could have the proposed plan changed, gave us all hope.

So, I wish to thank you for that.!! 

With that being said, I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the recored; 

1) I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�
as�the�only�option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�
be�considered;

a) There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�
capabilities

b) Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments
c) The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�realestate�agents�

presenting�at�public�meeting
d) Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�

children�and�adults.��See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lafrenz�at�public�
meeting.

e) The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�studies�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�
increased�cases�of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.

f) Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�
consideration�by�xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�
human�health�and�property�devaluation�under�consideration

g) Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��
Especially�for�how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard��As�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�
aware�of�this�issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.

h) Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�
may�arise�via�down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�
are�unknown�to�me�at�this�time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature
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i) I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�
the�line�was�a�non�functioning�line.

j) I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�
understanding�of�what�it�will�look�like�vs�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�
alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs�backing�up�to�homes�and�in�a�home�development.

Let me know if there is anything that I/we may/should be doing with what we submit as well.  Since we don’t 
have a clue on what to do or how to do it, we are at the mercy of the process.  This has required us to try to 
become an expert in a matter that we cannot and must rely on assistance. 

Thanks once again. 

Todd Sigurdson 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kathleen Schrempp [kschrempp@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:25 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Xcel 115kV upgrade

Dear Mr. Ek; 

I am a board member of the Holly Creek Village Townhome Association.  I am concerned for the 108 
homeowners that I represent.  I know that many of them have written emails to you about the Hollydale Project, 
115kV upgrade proposed by Xcel Energy.  Here are the points I am most concerned about: 

- Proximity of centerline to homes.  Eight townhomes are approximately 31 feet from the centerline, 
appearing to be within the easement. 

- Damage to trees and changes in drainage area to access pole from Dunkirk Lane N.   Xcel has said 
it would access the pole behind homes on Everest Lane N. from Dunkirk.  Access from there would 
destroy mature evergreen trees and vegetation that separate homes from Dunkirk and from the 
neighboring single family homes.   The ground is not level so the wetland drainage area would be 
altered as well.  Even though construction should happen in winter, freeze-thaw cycles could force 
moisture near the altered drainage into the basements of homes close to the construction area. 

- Damage to property to access pole by 39th Court N. A fence at a home on 16955 39th Place N., that 
appears to run parallel to and nearly underneath the center line, would force the access route to the pole 
behind 39th Court N. entirely on to our association’s property.  We realize that Xcel will replace trees 
and repair the turf, but our association will lose its maturing trees, affecting the aesthetics and resale 
value of 6 homes for several years. 

- Damage to property by Garland Ln. N. A similar situation exists next to a townhome at 3961 
Garland Lane N., where the route with fewest trees is on association property.

- Concentrated number of homes close to the centerline prompting several attempted sales, lower 
home values for all.  Several homeowners have expressed concerns over perceived health issues from 
living close to upgraded power lines.  Since we have 15 homes within approximately 50 feet of the 
center line, having several homes go up for sale at the same time will drive down the sale prices.  Our 
association seems to have the most homes closest to the centerline in the shortest length of the route of 
any location along the proposed upgrade.

- Homeowners not being able to sell and defaulting on dues. Our association’s financial stability 
would be damaged if homeowners near the line are not able to sell and they default on loans and 
homeowners association dues.  We also have a limit on the number of rental properties, one of which is 
approximately 50 feet from the center line and less likely to sell quickly in the future.  We do not want 
to be forced to allow more rentals, as that affects the home values of all homes. 

We appeal to the state and Xcel to consider routing the upgraded 115kV line along Hwy 55 and 494.  If that is 
not viable, we request Alternative C. 
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Sincerely, 
Kathleen Schrempp 
Holly Creek Association member 
16833 39th Ave North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
kschrempp@comcast.net
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:21 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Saatzer Wed Nov  9 09:21:16 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Michelle�Saatzer�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�michellesaatzer@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�7635592521�
�
Impact:����First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�
high�voltage�power�lines.�We�have�two�young�children,�and�our�neighborhood�is�full�of�kids.�
�
�
�
��According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�power�
line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�a�
power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�������Most�
European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�lines�near�
homes�for�many�years.��
�
�����The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
��
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
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��We�are�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�property�values�
due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�We�have�dreams�of�moving�in�the�next�several�
years,�but�feel�this�will�be�very�difficult�financially�if�these�powerlines�are�put�up�behind�our�house.�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:���I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�09:21:16�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: barbfontaine@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:08 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM); Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Cc: joseph.G.Sedarski@xcelenergy.com; mparlow@GREnergy.com; jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov; 

Debbie Stage; Sue Gregerson
Subject: Hollydale 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Cities of Plymouth and Medina, Hennepin 

County
Attachments: image002.png; Appendix H - Summary of Impacts.pdf; Appendix C - Maps C-1 to C-23.pdf

Dear Mr. Ek and Mr. Kirsch,�
��
I am a homeowner in the Holly Creek Homes Development AND a former homeowner in the Holly 
Creek Townhome Development, so I urge you to weigh what I feel is the primary reason Xcel is 
supporting the proposed path versus the alternate paths – COST. While the submitted documents 
have tables and rationale that would indicate cost is just “one of the factors considered in their 
decision”, if you take a hard look at each data element, the rationale for the “preferred route” is not 
supported by the data provided.  As a matter of fact, if we truly look at the full table contained in the 
attached Appendix H and compare all of the data elements,  Alternate Route Segment D and 
Alternate Route Segment B have the LEAST impact in all areas except farmland (impacted in 
Alternate Route Segment B).  Since the preferred Substation Site appears to be Site A and the push 
is to use Routes A and C, I would like to focus on those areas and ask that Xcel document clear 
answers to the following questions given their data and associated rationale before these segments 
are approved.  In my view, the data and rationale given for the “preferred routes A & C” do not make 
sense given the increased property and human impacts associated with these routes. �
�

Let’s look at Preferred Segment C compared to Alternate Segment C as an example:  (The 
arguments for Segment A are similar)�
�

From a simple visual glance given the maps in the attached appendix C, it is clear that there are far 
more “yellow dots” within as few as 20ft from the proposed path.  Every one of those dots represents 
a family that will be clearly impacted both from a financial and health perspective by the proposed 
route.  If you look at the Alternate Route C, you see FAR FEWER yellow dots.  It’s not 0, so clearly 
there will still be some impact, but let’s look at the facts.  As a reference, I have copied the table of 
data provided by Xcel in the application for Segment C:�
��



64

cid:image001.png@01CC71EC.25138AC0

�
��
The proposed route C impacts 68 homes versus 19 and over 50% of the homes impacted in the 
proposed route are within just 100 feet of the route.  The application states that “typical” right-of-way 
distances are 75ft for the 115kV line, so 16 families in the “preferred” route C are within the “typical” 
right of way distances.  These residents would have no ability to utilize their property freely as there 
will always be the need to have access to these lines.  On many of these homes, this is the backyard 
space.  In the alternate route only 6 homes would be impacted at this magnitude versus 31. �
�

I won’t even attempt to argue the medial impacts of power lines because each side can find a study to 
debate either side, but the list below includes just a few of the many studies that are difficult to simply 
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dismiss, so one would argue there is very good reason for heath concerns and given this alone, why 
wouldn’t we select a path that minimizes this potential impact if there is no other compelling reason?�

List of Studies for Reference:�

� According to a study in the Internal Medicine Journal September 2007;–���People who lived within 328 
yards of a power line up to the age of five were five times more likely to develop cancer. Those who 
lived within the same range to a power line at any point during their first 15 years were three times 
more likely to develop cancer as an adult. �

� The California Health Department issued their final report on power frequency EMF in October, 2002.  
This 7-year, $9 million study concluded EMFs can cause some degree of increased risk of childhood 
leukemia, adult brain cancer, Lou Gehrig’s Disease, and miscarriage. The Evaluation further concludes 
that magnetic fields may cause suicide and adult leukemia.  This study used a standard of causation,
which is a more rigorous test than the more common standard that seeks to demonstrate of an 
association between EMF and many of these diseases. �

� �A major new study which appeared in the June 2005 British Medical Journal, concludes there is a 
statistical link between EMF from power lines and leukemia.  More specifically, this study found that 
children whose birth address was within 200 meters of an overhead power line had a 70% increased 
risk of leukemia. Children living 200 to 600 meters away from power lines had a 20% increased risk.  �

� Most European countries, including the UK and Germany have prohibited the construction of 
transmission power lines near homes for many years. �

� The State of Connecticut passed by overwhelming margins in early May 2004 a law that requires power 
lines to be buried if they pass near residences, schools, hospitals and other sensitive facilities.  As a 
followup, the Connecticut Council study showed that burying long lines is feasible�

So what are the “other compelling reasons” for the “preferred segment C”?  Xcel documented the 
following points for their rationale and I have added my commentary on each point: �
�

Topic 1 - The route permit application indicates the proposed route is preferable to the Alternate 
because it maximizes the use of existing utility right of way and minimizes use of new right of way.  I 
am struggling to understand this conclusion since Table 8 suggests that there is no real differential 
between the proposed route C and the Alternate route C when it comes to right of way.  Yes the 
current route would use an existing transmission right of way, but the alternate route parallels existing 
highway right of way for 95% of the length.  I do not consider either of these “preferred” for this 
attribute” since they both have right of way access, hence this is not a compelling reason to disrupt 
more families in my view. �

Topic 2 – Impact to Nature - The wet lands impacted with the Alternate route is also marginally 
smaller.   Xcel notes  a “negative impact to snowmobile trails” with the alternate route, but this is 
ridiculous.  The “snowmobile trail” is simply the ditch along the highway and since you cannot 
snowmobile through neighborhoods on either side of this ditch until your reach the western side of 
Medina, I’m struggling to understand what snowmobilers would be impacted?  (Just for reference, I 
am an avid snowmobiler and I would LOVE to use this “trail” but tell me – do I part my truck along 
HWY 55 to unload my sled and so I can access it??  The “sport impact” is not a valid argument for not 
utilizing the alternate route.  Again – NOT a compelling reason for the “preferred” Segment C. �

The Application’s conclusion versus my conclusion:�
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On page 33 of the application, it clearly notes the greater residence impact with the “preferred” 
versus alternate route C, but this is offset with the comment that  “no new impacts to these 
residences would occur from using the proposed route segment C”.  I am frankly insulted by this 
comment and take great exception to this concluion.  The existing 69kV lines are wood and while I 
didn’t physically measure one, I suspect they fall into the standard 50-70 ft. height.  The new poles 
will be nearly twice the height (75-105 ft), have a larger concrete base and be made of steel.  In 
addition, the EMF values will be different.  So I absolutely cannot agree that there is “no new impact”. 
 Would you want a 105ft steel pole 20 feet from your back door?  Would you consider this “no new 
impact” on your home?  The only real advantage I can see for the proposed route C versus the 
alternate route C is cost ($8 versus $8.67 million) and this differential should NOT be the driving 
factor in the disruption of 68 homes versus 19 homes.   As an additional point of reference, as I 
estimate distances looking at the photos in appendix B it would appear that 6 of the 19 homes on the 
alternate path would be impacted in either route.    As a matter of fact, the costs associated with the 
various routes to Site A per Xcel are as follows:��

��

Proposed Route to Preferred Substation Site A $8.00�
Alternate Route Segment A to Preferred Substation Site A $8.20�
Alternate Route Segment B to Preferred Substation Site A $9.48�
Alternate Route Segment C to Preferred Substation Site A $8.67�
Alternate Route Segment D to Preferred Substation Site A $8.23�
�

Given the fact that the “preferred” route is the “cheapest” route, is there ANY doubt that the REAL 
reason for its preference/selection, is cost? �
�

Certainly business revenue is important, but since I can see no viable reason other than cost for Xcel 
to select the “preferred” segments C and A.  Are we truly willing as a society to accept this rationale 
and look the impacted families in the eye and say - saving Xcel money is more important than their 
potential future health or home value?  Is reasonable to say “we shouldn’t make Xcel spend more on 
this project”,  given the fact that the Chairman & CEO of Xcel, Mr. Richard Kelly. Has a total 
compensation in 2010 of $7,024,885?  (Per the Star & Tribune, April 2010)  Is it more important to put 
the profits of Xcel above the health and well being of the very people paying for the services of Xcel? 
As our government leaders, I urge you to really take each data point used for selecting the preferred 
paths and ask yourself – is this REALLY a reason to impact the heath and well being of MORE 
families.  I feel strongly that if the data elements are evaluated without the cost bias, you will see that 
the alternate routes are actually the ones that impact the future financial and health well being of FAR 
FEWER families and hence should be chosen as the “preferred routes” for this project. �
�

Sincere Regards, �
��
Barbara Fontaine�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: leela reddy [leelareddy@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:04 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek: 

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, 
Docket # TL-11-152. I attended the public information meeting conducted at Plymouth. 

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the 
railroad tracks. I understand this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it 
happen in such a way that it will benefit all of Plymouth. To that end, the line should be 
relocated so that between the Hollydale Substation and the new Plymouth Substation 
the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas along highways 55 and 494 instead 
of through wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most 
direct route was used. However today we have a clear commercial corridor in 
Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 where 90 foot steel towers are more appropriate.

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would 
dramatically decrease the amount of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses 
over a mile of wetlands. We have an abundance of wildlife that use these wetlands and 
it is not often that we have an opportunity to reduce further impacts like we have now. 

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should not be shifted to 
the railroad tracks. Most of the homes on the existing line were built long after the 
transmission line was installed in 1971, so the impacts on property values and 
aesthetics were already present when they purchased their home. Our homes near the 
railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the railroad tracks, 
we should not add to it a new burden which was never envisioned when these homes 
were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes 
everyone happy, but the vast majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far 
removed from the line - want to see the Hollydale Transmission Line relocated to 
highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 55/494 route the significant 
attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to improve the 
quality of life for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 
We are already suffering from the increased schedule of train traffic in manifolds in our 
backyard, please do not punish us with this additional burden. 
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Thank you for your time! 

Leelavathi Gorla
17745 48th Place N
Plymouth, MN

Cell:952-200-5637
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Rhea Holm [Rhea.Holm@childrensmn.org]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:04 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollidale Project

Dear Scott, 

We are residents of 3745 Urbandale Lane North, Plymouth 55446 and we strongly urge you to consider an alternative 
route for the Hollidale Project. We feel that it puts our community at risk for certain hazards. Thanks for your time. 

Alex Kushner 
Rhea Holm 
3745 Urbandale Lane N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
612-308-4635 

Confidentiality Statement: 
This email/fax, including attachments, may include confidential 
and/or proprietary information and may be used only by the 
person or entity to which it is addressed. If the reader of
this email/fax is not the intended recipient or his or her
agent, the reader is hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this email/fax is prohibited. If you
have received this email/fax in error, please notify the sender
by replying to this message and deleting this email or
destroying this facsimile immediately.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kathryn Johnson [kathryn@kjinteriorsinc.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:01 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project
Attachments: Logo Capture 2.PNG

Scott, 

     I have been attending the neighborhood meetings and distributing flyers alerting the neighborhood of the 
proposed power lines. Obviously 
I am am hearing that 100% of the neighbors I talk to are opposed to the lines coming though the route 
designated as route "A". 
When I explain the route 494/55 as an alternative everyone is in favor of that route. 

   Please take my email as going on record as being opposed to route A and in favor of the 494/55. Or as a third 
alternative to bury the lines. 
--
Kathryn Johnson 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kathleen Miller [nordicrunner@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:00 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Xcel Energy Power Lines in Plymouth
Attachments: Holy Creek - Xcel Energy Power Line.doc

Hi Scott,

Please find attached my letter concerning Xcel Energy's proposal to run a MUCH larger and 
taller power line next to our neighborhood as well as nearby neighborhoods.

We are opposed to this and would request one of two options:

1.  Move it so it runs along Hwy. 55  or
2.  Bury the power line in the ground.

Thank you for taking the the time to work with our neighborhood on this matter.

Kathleen Miller
nordicrunner@msn.com 
763-694-0678
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bruno Silikowski [bsilikowski@automotorplex.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 8:51 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: KSlavik@plymouthmn.gov; BStein@plymouthmn.gov; jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov; 

TBildsoe@plymouthmn.gov; GBlack@plymouthmn.gov; jwosje@plymouthmn.gov; 
jwillis@plymouthmn.gov

Subject: Comments on scope of EA 201111091
Attachments: image003.png

Dear Mr. Eck and the Mayor and City Council of Plymouth, 
I write concerning the high voltage transmission lines that are proposed to run alongside the homes in 
the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm neighborhoods. 

I attached the Bridlewood / Churchhill Farm homeowners' association comments on the proposed 
high voltage powerline. I fully agree with those comments and am extremely troubled by the proposed 
location of the new transmission lines. 

We live at 3615 Zircon Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55446. First, I would like to emphasize we are very 
concerned with the fact that with two large neighborhood associations that are directly affected by the 
proposed route (Bridlewood and Churchhill Farms) were not represented in the Task Force. Talking 
with as many neighbors that we could, all of us are surprised that we were not represented, including 
the people we met from Excel. If we were represented we would have offered several alternatives 
that appear not to have been considered. Our voice and the value of our properties needs to be 
heard. After examining the proposed route and alternatives and meeting with Excel representatives 
and other neighbors we have outlined several alternatives that you will find listed at the bottom of this 
email. I urge you to listen to these viable alternatives, they create the least impact to all home owners 
which I believe as everyone’s goal.

Bruno J. Silikowski 
3615 Zircon Lane N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-6172 (h) 
612-850-8398 (o) 
�
The�following�is�our�collective�neighborhood�concerns�and�proposal�of�alternate�solutions.�
1) The Neighborhoods of Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Have Not Previously Had a Voice 

in the Route-Selection Process. 

            It is fair to say that there is no greater property interest than that which one has in one’s home.  That
interest includes the right to be secure against infringement on the health and safety of the home’s occupants,
the right of quiet enjoyment, and the right against having the value of that property destroyed or damaged for 
public use without just compensation. 
            It would appear that while the route-permitting process was designed to include, and give a voice to,
those persons whose property interests would most be impacted by the project, it failed to achieve that goal with 
respect to the residents of the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods, who had no
representation on the Advisory Task Force [“ATF”].  The role of the ATF was to identify impacts and issues
that should be considered in the environmental assessment for evaluation of proposed routes for the
transmission lines.   To carry out that charge, representatives of those who have an interest in the location of the
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route were selected to serve on the ATF.  No one representing the interests of the Bridlewood Farms or
Churchill Farms neighborhoods served on the ATF and, as far as we can determine, no specific request was ever
made to anyone in these neighborhoods. 
            As such, although the process was set up to have the appearance of fairness, it proceeded without actual
fairness to these neighborhoods.   The end result is that decisions about routes and their alternatives were made
by those whose interests may very well be in conflict with, and adverse to, those in the Bridlewood Farms and
Churchill Farms neighborhoods.  In short, we were deprived of a voice and the opportunity to have a
meaningful impact on a project that jeopardizes our property rights.   As such, we urge serious and thoughtful 
consideration of our comments and proposals for alternative routes given that we were not part of the prior
route-selection process. 
2) The Proposed Route Will Have Serious and Irreparable Adverse Impacts on the Residents of the

Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms Neighborhoods. 

The following are our collected comments that address the effects of “the construction and operation of
the high-voltage transmission line on human settlement, including, but not limited to, public health and safety,
displacement, noise, aesthetics, socioeconomic impacts, cultural values, recreation, and public services.” See,
Minn. R. 7850.1900 Subp. 3 B. 

A. Number of Homes Impacted 

� The proposed route brings the line within 200 feet of at least 80 homes in the Bridlewood Farms
and Churchill Farms neighborhoods (and nearby vicinity), as well as an additional 40 homes
bordering the north side of Medina Road.

� Many of the homes are substantially closer to the proposed transmission lines than 200 feet.  For 
example:

                        3600 Zircon Ln. N. –    66' 
                        3605 Zircon Ln. N. –    59' 
                        3465 Zircon Ln. N. –   44' 
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   42' 
                        3475 Zircon Ln. N. –   45' 
                        3720 Urbandale  Ln. – 61' 

18705 37th Ave. N. – 125' 
      18715 37th Ave. N. – 105'   
      18725 37th Ave. N. –   75'    
      18735 37th Ave. N. –   70'  
      18805 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18815 37th Ave. N. –   84'  
      18825 37th Ave. N. –   67' 

� As such, the proposed power-line route will have a significant adverse impact on the quality of
life for a substantial number of residents, providing justification for consideration of our
proposed alternative routes that impact fewer homes.

B. Impact on the Quiet Enjoyment of Homes Bordering the Proposed Line 

� Fire hazard near high-voltage lines is a well-known and substantiated danger.  Because of that 
danger and the proximity of the homes near the line, the proposed route will limit the ability of
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residents bordering the line to operate gas or charcoal grills or use fire pits.  This same danger
will require bordering residents to take extra precautions when filling lawn mowers and other
gas-powered tools.

� Noise from the proposed power line could adversely impact the relative peace and quiet that the
residents are used to enjoying and impact the sleep of those who border the line.

� The proposed lines will be attached to metal poles, rather than the wood poles that are now
used.   Unlike the wood poles that are easily camouflaged by the existing foliage (especially in
the neighboring wetland), the metal poles will be easily visible.  Moreover, the metal poles are 
expected to be at least ten-feet taller than the existing wood ones, making them more visible and
unsightly to the neighboring homeowners, even those not directly bordering the transmission
line. 

� Currently, many residents along the proposed route border a wetland that provides an
aesthetically pleasing environment and a home to egrets, herons, and other migratory birds.   We 
are concerned that the installation of the proposed power line and its expected clear zone will
destroy that wetland and the enjoyment and tranquility that it brings to the neighborhood. 

� The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

C. Health and Safety Concerns 

� The health and safety concerns from high-voltage power lines have been well articulated by
others, and we do not intend on repeating them in detail here.  Nevertheless, we are mindful of
the fact that Xcel and other power companies like it have never conclusively established that
chronic exposure to high-voltage power lines does not have adverse health impacts.  Studies 
done by the World Health Organization and other similar organizations advise that the evidence
of adverse health effects from chronic exposure to high-voltage lines is sufficiently strong to 
remain a concern and to warrant further research. 

� Because obtaining conclusive causality between high-voltage power lines and an increase in
cancer, such as child leukemia, is difficult at best, and because there are a significant number of
credible studies that suggest there may be a correlation between high-voltage power lines and 
serious adverse health effects,�we urge prudence given the number of homes in close proximity
to the power line on the proposed route.  At the very least, mitigating EMF-reducing measures 
should be considered.

� In addition to the large number of homes in close proximity to the high-voltage power lines, we 
ask that notice be taken that the proposed route travels over, and directly next to, walking/bicycle
paths that the entire neighborhood – including pregnant women and children – use for pleasure 
and for walking to school.

� We have also learned that the Federal Housing Authority considers high-voltage lines to be a 
“hazard,” as indicated by their own cite requirements quoted below:
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“2-0         INTRODUCTION 

This Chapter addresses the site requirements for FHA-insured mortgages.  Before the valuation 
process can begin, subject properties must meet specific site requirements.  The appraisal process 
is the lender's tool for determining if a property meets the minimum requirements and eligibility
standards for a FHA-insured mortgage.   
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2-2       SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD HAZARDS AND NUISANCES 

Physical conditions in some neighborhoods are hazardous to the personal health and safety of
residents and may endanger physical improvements. These conditions include unusual
topography, subsidence, flood zones, unstable soils, traffic hazards and various types of grossly 
offensive nuisances.

* * *

J.         OVERHEAD HIGH-VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION LINES

No dwelling or related property improvement may be located within the engineering
(designed) fall distance of any pole, tower or support structure of a high-voltage
transmission line, * * * .  For field analysis, the appraiser may use tower height as the fall
distance.  

For the purpose of this Handbook, a High-Voltage Electric Transmission Line is a power line
that carries high voltage between a generating plant and a substation. These lines are usually 60
Kilovolts (kV) or greater and are considered hazardous.  Lines with capacity of 12-60 kV 
and above are considered high voltage for the purpose of this Handbook.  High voltage lines do 
not include local distribution and service lines.” 

� If an agency of the United States government considers high-voltage power lines to be a hazard, 
then so shouldn’t those who are making the decision that these same kinds of lines be placed
within 200 feet of at least 120 homes? 

� As stated in the FHA site-requirement guidelines, a significant number of homes along this
proposed route are within the fall lines of these proposed 90-foot metal poles, resulting in a
significant potential risk to the occupants. 

� Mosquito control in the wetlands adjacent to many of the effected properties is currently being
done by helicopter.  We are concerned that the installation of the proposed lines could adversely
impact the ability to carry out effective mosquito-control measures, putting residents at a great
risk of exposure to mosquito-borne illnesses.    

� The concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

D. Property Values 

� Because of the above-cited negative impacts that will inevitably result from the proposed power
line, the homeowners adjacent to it will most certainly experience a substantial reduction in their
property values, creating a domino effect on numerous other homeowners. 

� The inability to acquire FHA-insured mortgages reduces the number of potential buyers. 
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� These concerns in this section are magnified in this neighborhood given the number of homes in
close proximity to the proposed power-line route. 

3) Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms Proposed Alternative Routes 

            Because of the risks and concerns identified above, we, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms,
believe that the proposed route is unacceptable.   We have outlined four alternative routes:  Of the four alternate 
routes, three of them (“F1”, “F2” & “F3”) are based on the “Alternate F” that was originally proposed by the
ATF. We, the residents of Bridlewood/Churchill Farms strongly recommend consideration of all four Alternate
Routes because they impact significantly fewer homes in comparison to the “Proposed Route”.
�

�
The following is a description of each Alternative Route described in the table above: 
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Proposed Route F1 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road. 
� Follow Medina Road west to Holy Name Drive. 
� Follow Holy Name Drive (west side) south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

Proposed Route F2 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection. 
� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 

go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

Proposed Route F3 – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west to rail line to Medina border. 
� Follow the Medina-Plymouth border south to Brockton Lane. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road intersection. 
� Follow Medina Road west to Hunter Drive. 
� Go south following the Dundee and others property lines and connect to the “Proposed Route”. 
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Proposed Route G – Start at Hollydale Substation 
� Using the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation go east back to Hwy 55. 
� Follow Hwy 55 west (south side) to north boundary of Park Nicollet property. 
� Follow the north property line west to Brockton Lane. 

o Propose new right of way through the Park Nicollet property line. 
� Follow Brockton Lane South to Medina Road. 
� At the corner of Brockton Lane and Medina Road turn west on Medina Road, for 500 feet; at that point, 

go directly south to connect to the “Proposed Route”. 

�
Bruno Silikowski�
Auto MotorPlex Minneapolis�
�

Phone: 612-850-8398�
Campus address: 8200 Audubon Rd�
Mailing address: 1750 Motorplex Court, Unit 1�
Chanhassen, MN 55317�
bsilikowski@automotorplex.com�
Visit us at: www.automotorplex.com�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 8:28 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Menken Wed Nov  9 08:27:31 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Marvin�Menken�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�marvmenken@aol.com�
�
Phone:�763�432�9139�
�
Impact:��The�proposed�route�has�significant�impact�on�the�local�residents,�housing�and�property.�
�
Mitigation:�Select�an�alternate�the�minimizes�the�impact�on�local�residents,�such�as�alterante�A.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�08:27:31�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Narisi [narisi6@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:41 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr. Ek:

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152. I 
attended the public information meeting conducted at Plymouth.  

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I understand 
this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will benefit all of Plymouth. 
To that end, the line should be relocated so that between the Hollydale Substation and the new Plymouth 
Substation the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas along highways 55 and 494 instead of through 
wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was used. 
However today we have a clear commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 where 90 foot 
steel towers are more appropriate. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease the amount 
of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an abundance of wildlife 
that use these wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to reduce further impacts like we have 
now.

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should not be shifted to the railroad tracks. Most of
the homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed in 1971, so the impacts 
on property values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased their home. Our homes near the 
railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the railroad tracks, we should not add to it a 
new burden which was never envisioned when these homes were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes everyone happy, but the vast 
majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the Hollydale 
Transmission Line relocated to highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 55/494 route the 
significant attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to improve the quality of life 
for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

We are already suffering from the increased schedule of train traffic in manifolds in our backyard, please do not 
punish us with this additional burden. 

Thank you for your time! 
Narisi
Chinta Narisi Reddy
17745 48th Place N
Plymouth, MN
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:33 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Kiel Wed Nov  9 07:32:56 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mark�Kiel�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�mnkiel@q.com�
�
Phone:�763�559�2714�
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
�
�
a.�������According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�
power�line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�
a�power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
�
�
b.�������The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�
$9�million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�
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�
�
�
c.��������A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
�
�
d.�������Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
�
�
�
e.�������The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
�
�
2)�������Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
�
�
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Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
�
�
3)��Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.���
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
2)������I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.�����
�
�
�
3)�������I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�07:32:56�2011�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:01 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Arola Wed Nov  9 07:01:10 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Vicki��Arola�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�varola@prodigy.net�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��Scott�Ek,�
�
�
�
I�attended�the�public�meeting�a�few�weeks�ago.��I�don't�know�how�you�keep�your�cool�with�everyone�upset�about�this�
project.��For�the�record,�I�am�against�the�proposed�route�A�and�am�for�the�proposed�alternate�route�of�494�&�55.��I�think�
the�494/55�route�impacts�fewer�residents�and�wetlands,�is�further�from�homes�and�people.��During�the�public�meeting�it�
was�brought�up�to�request�"boots�on�the�ground"�for�a�particular�neighborhood.��I�live�at�the�Silverthorne�homeowners�
complex�and�I�don't�believe�this�was�requested�for�the�area/walking�path�where�the�poles�are,�for�the�section�that�starts�
off�of�Schmidt�lake�road�across�from�Providence�Academy�and�goes�up�to�46th�&�Turtle�Lake�Park.��I�walk�that�trail�
frequently�and�cannot�beleive�that�the�easement�rules�would�qualify�as�the�older�wood�poles�that�are�there�are�so�close�
to�the�houses�already.��I�also�believe�choosing�that�route�would�upset�the�wildlife�and�many�migratory�birds�(�red�wing�
blackbirds,�gold�finch,�ducks,�geese,�barn�swallows,�etc)�as�they�hangout�in�the�ponds�and�lakes�along�that�trail.��I�am�
also�concerned�about�the�health�and�property�value�impacts.��This�proposed�route�A�would�impact�the�most�houses�and�
people.��Please�choose�a�different�route!�
�
�
�
Vicki�Arola�
�
Mitigation:�Choose�the�494�/55�route.��Bury�the�wires.��Choose�the�other�alternate�routes�that�Xcel�Energy�has�proposed�
��the�popluation�isn't�as�great�near�these�alternate�routes�and�thus�would�affect�fewer�people.��There�are�new�homes�
being�built�behind�Providence�Academy�and�along�Vicksburg,�why�aren't�new�poles�or�underground�wires�added�to�this�
section�as�it�is�built?��Wouldn't�that�be�cheaper?��Start�the�poles�closer�to�Medina�where�the�greater�growing�demand�is�
expected�to�come�from.���
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 6:54 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wright Wed Nov  9 06:54:20 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Don�and�Lorrie�Wright�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�don_and_lorrie@yahoo.com�
�
Phone:�763�478�2195�
�
Impact:��This�letter�is�to�advise�you�that�my�wife�and�I�own�a�residence�in�the�Bridlewood�Development�in�Plymouth,�MN.
�
�
�
We�are�well�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�significantly�impact�our�
neighborhood.��Our�residence�is�less�than�70�feet�from�the�existing�transmission�lines.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�
we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.�
�
�
�
The�existing�power�transmission�line�is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�our�property�and�across�our�wetland.���The�
proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kv�and�introduces�many�more�concerns.��The�proposed�rebuild�will�introduce�
significant�serious�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�inevitable�devaluation�of�our�
property.�
�
�
�
We�are�joining�with�the�Bridlewood�Farms�and�Churchill�Farms�neighborhoods�to�recommend�an�alternate�route.���The�
current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�far�fewer�homes.��One�of�the�
alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!����
�
Mitigation:�We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven't�already.���All�
of�these�alternatives�would�use�the�existing�"Proposed�Route"�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�2�blocks).��
From�the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�ultimately�to�Medina�Road�
on�the�way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.��These�alternatives�alleviate�the�need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�
homes�and�up�to�300�residents.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Don Wright [don_and_lorrie@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 6:50 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

November 9, 2011 

Mr. Scott Ek 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2198 

Dear Mr. Ek 

This letter is to advise you that my wife and I own a residence in the Bridlewood Development in Plymouth, MN. 

We are well aware that the pending Hollydale Project (west of the Hollydale Substation) will significantly impact our neighborhood.  Our residence 
is less than 70 feet from the existing transmission lines.  We are writing to let you know we do NOT approve of the Xcel and Great River Energy 
rebuild west of the Hollydale Substation, as currently proposed. 

The existing power transmission line is already an unsightly eyesore along our property and across our wetland.   The proposed rebuild converts this 
line to a 115 kv and introduces many more concerns.  The proposed rebuild will introduce significant serious adverse impacts including health and 
safety, noise, aesthetics, and the inevitable devaluation of our property. 

We are joining with the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods to recommend an alternate route.   The current proposal impacts 
approximately 134 homes.   There are alternatives which impact far fewer homes.  One of the alternatives impacts as few as 33 homes.   That is 
significant!    

We understand these alternatives (F1, F2, F3, and G) are being submitted to you, if they haven’t already.   All of these alternatives would use the 
existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation to Highway 55 (1-2 blocks).   From the intersection of Hwy 55 and 101 South, the line 
would route to Brockton Lane and ultimately to Medina Road on the way to the existing GRE Medina Substation.  These alternatives alleviate the 
need to negatively impact over 100 homes and up to 300 residents. 

Thank you for your consideration in this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Don and Lorrie Wright 
3605 Zircon Lane N. 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
763-478-2195
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 6:05 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Zeimes Wed Nov  9 06:05:16 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Robert�Zeimes�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�thezeimes@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�519�0961�
�
Impact:��The�placement�of�poles�is�an�issue�that�Excel�doesn't�seem�to�want�to�answer.��My�specific�question�is�where�
the�first�pole�south�of�46th�Avenue�will�be�located�given�the�cul�de�sac�of�Niagara�Lane�North,�the�driveway�entrances�to�
the�residences�there,�and�the�envbiornmental�issues�of�Turtle�Lake�Park�with�its�walking�trails�and�wet�lands.��Do�you�
know�where�that�pole�will�be�located?�
�
�
�
It�also�seems�that�the�proposed�route�will�affect�many�more�home�owners�than�most�other�approved�utility�projects�
have�in�the�past.��One�issue�is�potential�safety.��I�realize�that�there�is�no�definitate�answer�here�but�would�encourage�
choosing�a�route�that�lessens�the�chance�of�potential�health�issuse.�Two�other�issues�are��property�walues�and�asthetics.��
�
Mitigation:�Choosing�a�route�like�the�494�55�corridor�would�totally�mmitigate�these�issue�as�well�as�others�while�not�
creating�others.�
�
�
�
Thank�you�for�this�opportunity�to�share�my�concerns�with�you.���
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�06:05:16�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:17 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Simcoe Wed Nov  9 05:16:36 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Daniel��Simcoe�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�dcsimcoe@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�557�2916�
�
Impact:��The�proposed�power�line�project,�as�planned,�creates�a�large�eye�sore�and�potential�hazard�in�a�long�established�
neighborhood�diminishing�property�values�and�unnecessarily�destroying�wetlands,�trees�and�properties.�
�
Mitigation:�I�recommend�that�an�alternative�route�along�Interstate�494�and�Highway�55�be�used�to�eliminate�the�issues�
of�devaluing�neighborhood�properties�and�destroying�wetland�areas.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�05:16:36�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�



95

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Elisabeth Ansley [lizansley@mac.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:29 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Regarding Proposed Power lines

Elisabeth and Christopher Ansley  

3985 Garland Lane North  

Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

First of all, I’d like to let you know that it is very comforting knowing that we the people do have a voice and 
we the people can change the direction of what was presented as the only option.  Xcel has made us feel as if 
they were simply going through the motions with no intention of listening or changing what they felt was in 
their best interest.  An interest that would make them the most money with the least amount of cost, time and 
effort to complete.   

Also, that you stated that we can make a difference and could have the proposed plan changed, gave us all hope.

So, I wish to thank you for that.!! 

With that being said, I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the recored; 

1) I agree with the proposed option mentioned at the 10-26-11 public meeting--
the Hwy 55 & Hwy 494 as the only option for Xcel to consider, pursue and 
actually implement based on the following issues to be considered; 

a) There are already power lines that could be used and increased in 
pole dimensions and voltage capabilities 

b) Would have minimum impact on housing / developments 
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c) The decreased home values of 10%-40% based on the findings of 
licensed realestate agents presenting at public meeting 

d) Would not cause concerns or increased medical issues with 
occupants—especially smaller children and adults.  See all references 
of medical studies made by Elizabeth Lafrenz at public meeting. 

e) The level of EMF output and the above studies findings regarding 
medical concerns and proved increased cases of a variety of different 
medical conditions associated with power lines. 

f) Not pit one neighbor(hood) against another as it appears was being 
done by the options under consideration by xcel and taking what 
appears to be big money making efforts with very little human health 
and property devaluation under consideration 

g) Noise level from the voltage of the power line upgrade.  It is well 
known that it will be present.  Especially for how close my home is 
with it in my back yard  As well as for neighbors that are not aware 
of this issue/topic/concern due to not being informed. 

h) Concerned with possible personal safety of my children/family and 
others known/unknown that may arise via down wires due to storms, 
fires, electrical hazards and other increased hazards that are 
unknown to me at this time with a fully functioning power lines of this
nature 

i) I would not have paid money/purchased current home had I known 
that this was an option when the line was a non functioning line. 

j)      I’d also, like to know where I can go to see the proposed poles/lines 
to get a better understanding of what it will look like vs a picture that
simply shows it in an ideal setting alongside an open road and field vs
backing up to homes and in a home development. 

Let me know if there is anything that I/we may/should be doing with what we submit as well.  Since we don’t 
have a clue on what to do or how to do it, we are at the mercy of the process.  This has required us to try to 
become an expert in a matter that we can not and must rely on assistance. 

Thanks once again. 
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Elisabeth and Christoper Ansley
763-258-3605
www.lizansley.com
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Tami Carpenter [tamicarp@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:31 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM); Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Cc: 'Sedarski, Joseph G'; mparlow@GREnergy.com
Subject: Hollydale 115 kV Transmission Line Project in the Cities of Plymouth and Medina, Hennepin 

County
Attachments: image002.png; Appendix H - Summary of Impacts.pdf; Appendix C - Maps C-1 to C-23.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Mr. Ek and Mr. Kirsch, 
I am a homeowner in both the Holly Creek Homes Development AND the Holly Creek Townhome 
Development, so I urge you to weigh what I feel is the primary reason Xcel is supporting the proposed 
path versus the alternate paths – COST.  While the submitted documents have tables and rationale 
that would indicate cost is just “one of the factors considered in their decision”, if you take a hard look 
at each data element, the rationale for the “preferred route” is not supported by the data provided. As
a matter of fact, if we truly look at the full table contained in the attached Appendix H and compare all 
of the data elements, Alternate Route Segment D and Alternate Route Segment B have the LEAST 
impact in all areas except farmland (impacted in Alternate Route Segment B).  Since the preferred 
Substation Site appears to be Site A and the push is to use Routes A and C, I would like to focus on 
those areas and ask that Xcel document clear answers to the following questions given their data and 
associated rationale before these segments are approved.  In my view, the data and rationale given 
for the “preferred routes A & C” do not make sense given the increased property and human impacts 
associated with these routes.

Let’s look at Preferred Segment C compared to Alternate Segment C as an example:  (The 
arguments for Segment A are similar)

From a simple visual glance given the maps in the attached appendix C, it is clear that there are far 
more “yellow dots” within as few as 20ft from the proposed path.  Every one of those dots represents 
a family that will be clearly impacted both from a financial and health perspective by the proposed 
route.  If you look at the Alternate Route C, you see FAR FEWER yellow dots.  It’s not 0, so clearly 
there will still be some impact, but let’s look at the facts.  As a reference, I have copied the table of 
data provided by Xcel in the application for Segment C: 
�
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�
�
The proposed route C impacts 68 homes versus 19 and over 50% of the homes impacted in the 
proposed route are within just 100 feet of the route.  The application states that “typical” right-of-way 
distances are 75ft for the 115kV line, so 16 families in the “preferred” route C are within the “typical” 
right of way distances.  These residents would have no ability to utilize their property freely as there 
will always be the need to have access to these lines.  On many of these homes, this is the backyard 
space.  In the alternate route only 6 homes would be impacted at this magnitude versus 31.

I won’t even attempt to argue the medial impacts of power lines because each side can find a study to 
debate either side, but the list below includes just a few of the many studies that are difficult to simply 
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dismiss, so one would argue there is very good reason for heath concerns and given this alone, why 
wouldn’t we select a path that minimizes this potential impact if there is no other compelling reason? 

List of Studies for Reference: 

� According to a study in the Internal Medicine Journal September 2007;–���People who lived within 328 
yards of a power line up to the age of five were five times more likely to develop cancer. Those who 
lived within the same range to a power line at any point during their first 15 years were three times 
more likely to develop cancer as an adult.

� The California Health Department issued their final report on power frequency EMF in October, 2002.  
This 7-year, $9 million study concluded EMFs can cause some degree of increased risk of childhood 
leukemia, adult brain cancer, Lou Gehrig’s Disease, and miscarriage. The Evaluation further concludes 
that magnetic fields may cause suicide and adult leukemia.  This study used a standard of causation,
which is a more rigorous test than the more common standard that seeks to demonstrate of an 
association between EMF and many of these diseases.

� �A major new study which appeared in the June 2005 British Medical Journal, concludes there is a 
statistical link between EMF from power lines and leukemia.  More specifically, this study found that 
children whose birth address was within 200 meters of an overhead power line had a 70% increased 
risk of leukemia. Children living 200 to 600 meters away from power lines had a 20% increased risk.  

� Most European countries, including the UK and Germany have prohibited the construction of 
transmission power lines near homes for many years. 

� The State of Connecticut passed by overwhelming margins in early May 2004 a law that requires power 
lines to be buried if they pass near residences, schools, hospitals and other sensitive facilities.  As a 
followup, the Connecticut Council study showed that burying long lines is feasible

So what are the “other compelling reasons” for the “preferred segment C”?  Xcel documented the 
following points for their rationale and I have added my commentary on each point:

Topic 1 - The route permit application indicates the proposed route is preferable to the Alternate 
because it maximizes the use of existing utility right of way and minimizes use of new right of way.  I 
am struggling to understand this conclusion since Table 8 suggests that there is no real differential 
between the proposed route C and the Alternate route C when it comes to right of way.  Yes the 
current route would use an existing transmission right of way, but the alternate route parallels existing 
highway right of way for 95% of the length.  I do not consider either of these “preferred” for this 
attribute” since they both have right of way access, hence this is not a compelling reason to disrupt 
more families in my view.

Topic 2 – Impact to Nature - The wet lands impacted with the Alternate route is also marginally 
smaller.   Xcel notes  a “negative impact to snowmobile trails” with the alternate route, but this is 
ridiculous.  The “snowmobile trail” is simply the ditch along the highway and since you cannot 
snowmobile through neighborhoods on either side of this ditch until your reach the western side of 
Medina, I’m struggling to understand what snowmobilers would be impacted?  (Just for reference, I 
am an avid snowmobiler and I would LOVE to use this “trail” but tell me – do I part my truck along 
HWY 55 to unload my sled and so I can access it??  The “sport impact” is not a valid argument for not 
utilizing the alternate route.  Again – NOT a compelling reason for the “preferred” Segment C.

The Application’s conclusion versus my conclusion: 

On page 33 of the application, it clearly notes the greater residence impact with the “preferred” 
versus alternate route C, but this is offset with the comment that  “no new impacts to these 



101

residences would occur from using the proposed route segment C”.  I am frankly insulted by this 
comment and take great exception to this concluion.  The existing 69kV lines are wood and while I 
didn’t physically measure one, I suspect they fall into the standard 50-70 ft. height.  The new poles 
will be nearly twice the height (75-105 ft), have a larger concrete base and be made of steel.  In 
addition, the EMF values will be different.  So I absolutely cannot agree that there is “no new impact”. 
 Would you want a 105ft steel pole 20 feet from your back door?  Would you consider this “no new 
impact” on your home?  The only real advantage I can see for the proposed route C versus the 
alternate route C is cost ($8 versus $8.67 million) and this differential should NOT be the driving 
factor in the disruption of 68 homes versus 19 homes.   As an additional point of reference, as I 
estimate distances looking at the photos in appendix B it would appear that 6 of the 19 homes on the 
alternate path would be impacted in either route.    As a matter of fact, the costs associated with the 
various routes to Site A per Xcel are as follows:��

Proposed Route to Preferred Substation Site A $8.00 
Alternate Route Segment A to Preferred Substation Site A $8.20 
Alternate Route Segment B to Preferred Substation Site A $9.48 
Alternate Route Segment C to Preferred Substation Site A $8.67 
Alternate Route Segment D to Preferred Substation Site A $8.23 

Given the fact that the “preferred” route is the “cheapest” route, is there ANY doubt that the REAL reason for 
its preference/selection, is cost?  

Certainly business revenue is important, but since I can see no viable reason other than cost for Xcel to select 
the “preferred” segments C and A.  Are we truly willing as a society to accept this rationale and look the 
impacted families in the eye and say -  saving Xcel money is more important than their potential future health or 
home value?  Is reasonable to say “we shouldn’t make Xcel spend more on this project”,  given the fact that the 
Chairman & CEO of Xcel, Mr. Richard Kelly. Has a total compensation in 2010 of $7,024,885?  (Per the Star &
Tribune, April 2010)  Is it more important to put the profits of Xcel above the health and well being of the very 
people paying for the services of Xcel?  As our government leaders, I urge you to really take each data point 
used for selecting the preferred paths and ask yourself – is this REALLY a reason to impact the heath and well 
being of MORE families.  I feel strongly that if the data elements are evaluated without the cost bias, you will 
see that the alternate routes are actually the ones that impact the future financial and health well being of FAR 
FEWER families and hence should be chosen as the “preferred routes” for this project.   

Sincerely,
Tami M. Carpenter�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: loriberning@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:04 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project 115 kV transmission line- Bridelwood Farm

Dear Mr. Ek, 

We live in Bridelwood Farms at 3710 Urbandale Lane in Plymouth and we would be directly impacted 
by the proposed project to increase the transmission line from 69kV to 115kV.  The back of our house 
is 45 feet from the center line of the powerlines that are being proposed to be rebuilt.  In other 
correspondence you will hear about various concerns that our neighbors and friends have as well as 
proposed alternatives to mitigate the number of households that are adversely impacted by this 
project.  We will not repeat these concerns here, but we certainly voice our agreement with them.
Rather, we will make two simple but very important points that apply specifically to our family. 

1.     Our youngest son Drew was born with multiple heart defects and has had 3 open heart 
surgeries.  He had a pacemaker implanted 2 years ago.  Because of the pacemaker, he must 
specifically stay away from electromagnetic fields.  On a recent school field trip to the Bakken 
museum, he could not go near some of the exhibits or equipment as they created electromagnetic 
fields. Drew is generally a normal and active 11 year old boy, spending as much time as possible 
outside in our yard playing ball and being an 11 year old boy.  The question that we have is 
simple:  what assurances can we have that Drew can safely play in his own backyard without fear of 
the electromagnetic fields interferring with his pacemaker?  Although a simple question, it has 
profound impact on our family and our son and his quality of life. 

2.   Being that our house is 45 feet from the centerline of the powerlines, will we safely be able to use 
our backyard?   In our family, we love to be outdoors in our yard, which on many nights includes 
bonfires as well as grilling on the deck year round. Another simple question:  will we be able to safely 
continue these activities if the proposed powerlines are constructed?
Without the ability for my son and the rest of our family to safely continue to use our backyard, we will 
lose a large part of why we purchased the home that we did, in the specific location that we did some 
19 years ago.

We understand that any route will have negative consequences for some families.  What we hope for 
and trust is that all costs and consequences will be considered when various alternatives are 
presented, studied and ultimately acted upon. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to our family's specific concerns. 

Rick and Lori Berning 
3710 Urbandale Lane N 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
763-478-3181
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Andy Filer [afiler@berkhs.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Scott,�
�
Please�accept�these�public�comments�for�the�"Proposed�Hollydale�115kV�Transmission�Line�Project".�
�
FROM:�
Andy�&�JoAnna�Filer�
15315�41st�Ave�N�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
(612)�396�2283�
�
1.�We�support�a�route�down�Highway�55�and�Highway�494.�
�
2.�We�oppose�all�currently�proposed�routes.�
�
3.�We�recently�did�a�1800�Square�Foot�addition�to�our�home,�in�an�already�depressed�real�estate�market,�so�we�are�
incredibly�concerned�on�how�the�115kV�power�lines�will�significantly�depreciate�our�home.��Had�we�known�the�power�
lines�were�even�an�option�near�our�home�we�never�in�a�million�years�would�have�made�this�significant�financial�
investment�in�our�home.���
�
4.�If�the�power�lines�do�go�near�our�home�we�will�most�certainly�be�selling�our�home�because�it�would�be�way�too�risky�
to�raise�young�children�next�to�power�lines�that�pose�such�a�health�concern.��We�have�three�children�under�the�age�of�5�
and�could�not�imagine�raising�them�with�power�lines�so�close�to�our�back�yard,�and�running�through�our�neighborhood�
where�we�walk�almost�daily�to�get�out�and�about�and�be�part�of�our�neighborhood.��Our�kids�also�LOVE�the�park�near�our�
home,�but�we�would�need�to�walk�under�the�power�lines�almost�the�entire�way�to�the�park�and�then�have�the�power�
lines�above�us�as�our�kids�swing�at�the�park.��In�short,�if�the�power�lines�come�through�our�neighborhood�we�would�
move�because�we�could�never�subject�our�young�children�to�any�health�risks�with�the�new�power�lines�being�so�close�to�
our�every�day�lives.�
�
5.�On�the�proposed�route,�wouldn't�there�be�significant�wetlands�disturbed�as�the�lines�cross�Rockford�Road�to�head�
North?��They�currently�run�through�a�wetland�on�the�North�side�of�Rockford�road,�and�then�also�as�they�head�through�
Turtle�Lake�Park.��I�own�a�construction�company�and�can�not�see�how�the�construction�of�the�new�lines�would�not�
significantly�impact�those�wetlands.���
�
6.�My�father�in�law�has�a�pace�maker�and�we�are�very�concerned�that�he�would�still�be�able�to�come�stay�with�us�should�
the�lines�run�this�close�to�our�home.��We�have�his�only�3�grand�children,�so�he�tries�to�get�over�to�our�home�as�much�as�
possible.��To�have�new�lines�installed�that�would�impede�his�ability�to�come�to�our�home�would�be�unbelievable�to�him�
and�our�family.����
�
To�summarize,�we�support�a�route�down�highways�55�&�494�to�avoid�the�significant�negative�impact�on�so�many�homes�
with�any�of�the�current�proposed�routes.�����
�
Also,�I�thought�you�did�a�great�job�at�the�first�public�hearing�at�the�Best�Western�last�month.��I�did�not�envy�the�role�you�
needed�to�play,�but�I�thought�you�did�a�good�job.��I�stayed�for�the�entire�event�and�I�was�very�impressed�at�how�well�you�
handled�yourself�(and�some�of�the�interesting�individual's�that�spoke).��It�was�not�an�easy�task�you�were�given,�but�I�
thought�you�did�it�very�well.��Thank�you�for�your�efforts�on�this�project.�
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�
Sincerely,�
Andy�
�
Andy�Filer�
President�
Berkshire�Home�Solutions�
763�432�9855���Office�
612�396�2283���Mobile�
afiler@berkhs.com�
www.berkhs.com�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:24 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wood Tue Nov  8 23:24:18 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�John�Wood�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�wooder59@yahoo.com�
�
Phone:�763�559�6362�
�
Impact:��The�current�line�was�only�intended�to�be�a�69kV�line.�This�line�was�to�be�built�using�wooden�poles�ONLY.�We�
have�been�told�that�was�"ALL"�that�was�permitted�when�the�line�was�built.�It�was�NEVER�intended�to�be�used�for�
anything�more.�Not�with�70�90�foot�high�steel�poles�and�certainly�not�115kV�power�lines.�To�run�a�high�voltage�line�27�
feet�from�my�home�is�unacceptable�and�it�will�be�even�closer�to�neighbors�and�other�residents�along�the�route.�I�also�
have�pine�trees�that�are�near�the�centerline�of�the�route�that�Xcel�sates�will�need�to�be�removed.�Its�taken�23�years�for�
them�to�grow�to�their�current�size�and�they�protect�my�deck�and�house�from�the�afternoon�sun�in�the�summer�and�cold�
winds�of�winter.�They�provide�shelter�to�many�species�of�birds�during�the�winter�many�of�which�I�feed�throughout�the�
winter�months.�All�of�my�neighbors�on�both�sides�of�the�walking�trail�that�sits�directly�under�the�proposed�line�will�lose�
all�of�their�trees�which�like�mine�have�taken�many�years�to�grow.�The�asthetics�of�looking�at�steel�poles�and�no�trees�will�
have�huge�impacts�on�our�property�values�and�make�it�very�difficult�to�sell�our�homes�in�the�future.��Not�to�mention�the�
impact�this�could�have�on�some�residents�that�may�already�be�upside�down�on�their�current�mortgages.�This�is�
completely�unacceptable.���
�
Mitigation:�There�is�a�route�along�interstate�494�and�along�highway�55�that�would�have�absolutely�no�impact�on�any�
residents.�There�would�be�very�few�trees�to�remove�compared�to�going�through�our�neighborhoods.�There�would�be�no�
impact�to�any�property�values,�compared�to�running�the�line�through�residential�areas�that�have�premium�home�values.�I�
fully�support�running�this�new�115kV�line�along�the�494/55�route�where�the�impact�is�almost�negligible�compared�to�the�
proposed�route.�Xcel�needs�to�understand�its�about�doing�the�right�thing,�not�the�least�expensive.�This�is�about�
improving�electrical�reliability�issues�for�everyone,�but�not�at�the�sacrifice�of�many�residents,�their�health,�their�property�
values�currently�and�in�the�future.�As�long�time�Xcel�customers�we�deserve�some�respect�and�by�going�the�494/55�route,�
Xcel�will�gain�respect�from�us�customers�as�well.��
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�23:24:18�2011�
�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jim Zook [james.zook@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:24 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152 - Hollydale

Dear Scott, 

I am writing regarding the Hollydale power line project proposed by Xcel, PUC Docket no. E002/TL-11-152, 
permit to upgrade the existing 69 kV lines that run through our neighborhood to 115 kV.  I do NOT support 
either the proposed or alternate routes in the application.  I DO support running these lines down I-494 and 
along the commercial property sides of Highway 55.

Continuing to run higher and higher voltage power lines through residential neighborhoods is an unacceptable 
proposal. It was poor planning in the first place to run these lines through farmer’s fields instead of along the 
major highways.  Now this proposal continues to promote the original bad decision, justifying it based on 
existing right of way.

We purchased our homes with 69kV lines running nearby, not 115kV lines.  By definition, 69kV lines are “low 
voltage” and 115kV lines are “high voltage”.  Why would Xcel, the PUC, or the state think such a substantial 
change should be made to existing homeowners in residential neighborhoods?  It is not fair to us as property 
owners, taxpayers, or Xcel customers to devalue our properties by making this change.  It was not in the cards 
when we purchased and it is unfair to unilaterally re-write the deal now. Those lines did not (still don’t, I 
believe) even belong to Xcel at the time. We should not be required to pay the lion’s share of the costs for 
transmission lines to another city through the devaluation of our property.  Contrary to the studies Xcel likes to 
point to, any buyer responds negatively to power lines, and all the more with higher voltage, more obtrusive 
lines. I highly doubt that any of the members of the PUC currently have, or would like to have 115kV lines 
running past their homes.  

I also take issue with the studies Xcel quotes to assure everyone that there is no health impact. When my son 
was born and need a transfusion in the early 90’s, we were assured that the blood was screened and completely 
safe.  Years later, it became clear that the medical profession did not even know some of the things they should 
have been screening for to truly make it safe.  Asbestos was handled the same way, with studies assuring 
everyone it was safe.  But later, we discover that was not the case.  We are at the same point for EMF’s and 
magnetic fields.  We do not know what we do not know.  Just because science has not caught up to be able to 
make the linkages, it does not mean the linkages are not there.  
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When will the voltage be determined to be too high for a residential neighborhood: 115V, 230V, 512V? We 
need to admit the original routing decision was poor and spend the money to rectify it now. It will not be easier 
or less expensive later.

My wife is EMF sensitive.  There are computers she cannot use without her hands aching, and cell phones that 
hurt her.  When we took a walk at the Stone Arch Bridge recently, we walked past the power plant and lines 
north of it, and had to abruptly return home because the power lines had made her so sick, she could not 
continue our walk.  It is not appropriate or fair to have Xcel force us out of our home because they upgrade the 
voltage on these lines to the point that my wife cannot live in her own home. This represents a clear liability to 
Xcel and the State of Minnesota if the permit is granted, and I believe the courts would award compensation, so 
using existing right of way may not actually be the less expensive route.  

I assert that Xcel’s methods of determining which route is best are unacceptable and weighted entirely toward 
budget, and do not address impact to people or the environment.  They state the two main objectives of the 
Project are: 1) maximizing the use of existing utility right-of-way; and 2) minimizing the use of new right-of-
way." And these were used to dismiss all of the alternative routes they “considered”.  Neither of these 
“objectives” take into account the property values, health, or any other impact of doubling (and later 
quadrupling) the voltage of these lines.  Again, I remind you that by definition, 69kV lines are “low voltage” 
and 115kV lines are “high voltage”, so by definition, this is a significant change that should not be thrust upon 
existing residential neighborhoods just because there is a right of way that was granted years ago for low 
voltage lines.

VERY FEW suburban cities in the metro area have 115kV power lines running through neighborhood areas.
We should NOT be allowing this to be done in Plymouth or any other suburbs.  It is not an appropriate plan for 
any residential neighborhood.  I expect the PUC to protect our neighborhoods.  They are acting in a position of 
trust, and need to find solutions that do not jeopardize one group of citizens to provide power to another.  When 
the original easements were granted (not by any of us, mind you), they were for 115kV lines.  We don’t like the 
69kV lines and will not tolerate 115kV lines. The proper alternative is to re-route these lines down the railroad 
lines or major highways, like they are in Maple Grove, Eden Prairie, or Minnetonka, or find routes where they 
can be buried.

This proposal is also unfair to the City of Plymouth and its residents.  Doubling the voltage WILL impact our 
property values, and will force the City of Plymouth to raise tax rates to maintain their current budgets. How is 
this a “less expensive” solution? It is only less expensive for Xcel. I would rather pay increased power rates 
than lose thousands on my home and need to move away for my wife’s health.   

This proposal is NOT in the best interests of our city, our neighborhood, our property values, or the health of 
our families.  Putting 115kV lines through residential neighborhoods should be unacceptable and not even under 
consideration, whether in Plymouth or elsewhere.  Installing high voltage power lines in a residential 
neighborhood is obtrusive and impactful. 
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I am not willing to sacrifice my family's health nor my property value because it doesn't fit Xcel's budget.  
Additionally, continuing to route higher and higher voltages through neighborhoods is not a reasonable 
justification. It exemplifies poor planning to route power lines through farmers' fields instead of along the major 
railways and roadways.

Respectfully, 

Jim Zook 

16415 39th Avenue N. 

Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:21 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Filer Tue Nov  8 23:21:07 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Andy�Filer�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�afiler@berkhs.com�
�
Phone:�612�396�2283�
�
Impact:��1.�The�past�5�months�we�have�been�completing�an�1800�square�foot�addition�to�our�home�because�we've�
decided�to�stay�in�our�existing�home�to�raise�our�family�of�3�young�children�(ages�4,�2,�and�6�weeks).��We�have�significant�
concerns�that�the�new�power�lines�will�significantly�decrease�the�value�of�our�home.��In�an�already�depressed�real�estate�
market�we�decided�to�invest�in�our�home,�but�the�power�lines�would�decrease�our�invest�significantly�as�you�would�see�
them�out�every�window�in�the�south�and�west�sides�of�our�home.��Furthermore,�the�other�homes�in�any�of�the�proposed�
areas�would�also�be�depreciated���which�would�obviously�depreciate�our�value�as�well.��We�invested�in�this�property�
because�there�were�not�huge�power�lines,�and�we�would�like�to�keep�it�that�way�so�we�don't�lose�significant�value�in�our�
property.�
�
�
�
2.�My�father�in�law�has�a�pacemaker,�and�we�have�huge�concerns�over�his�ability�to�be�in�our�house�with�the�power�lines�
being�so�close�to�us.��We�have�his�only�3�grand�children,�and�we�added�on�to�our�house�so�we�could�have�them�over�
more�frequently,�but�with�the�power�lines�we�worry�he�would�not�be�able�to�be�with�us.�
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�Running�the�power�lines�down�Highway�55�and�494�would�be�a�much�better�option.�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�23:21:07�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:10 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hauge Tue Nov  8 23:10:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Douglas�Hauge�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�doug.haugen@netzero.com�
�
Phone:�763.559.0237�
�
Impact:��I�strongly�object�to�allowing�Xcel�Energy�and�Great�River�Energy�from�being�allowed�to�build�on�their�preferred�
route�for�the�Hollydale�Project.�
�
�
�
Great�River�Energy�purchased�the�easement�for�just�a�few�hundred�dollars�in�the�1960's.��It�was�farmland�at�the�time.��It�
has�always�been�a�59�kv�line,�as�it�was�first�approved�for�a�Rural�Electric�Line.��When�developers�built�out�the�current�
neighborhoods,�in�the�1980's,�they�developed�the�current�neighborhoods�out�to�maximize�land�usage�to�the�available�
limits�of�the�easements�for�a�Rural�Electric�Line,�not�for�a�high�voltage�line.��Many�original�homeowners�still�live�in�these�
homes.���
�
�
�
This�rural�electric�line�has�been�unused�for�years,�now.�
�
�
�
Allowing�the�new�high�voltage�line�to�be�built�in�the�middle�of�this�neighborhood�will�forever�change�the�property�
values,�the�culture,�the�values,�and�the�vitality�of�this�neighborhood.���
�
�
�
Property�Values�
�
�
�
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The�neighborhood�is�filled�with�a�variety�of�home�styles:�town�homes�and�single�family�homes�in�a�variety�of�sizes.��There�
are�entry�level�homes�and�executive�homes�in�this�neighborhood.��The�property�values�of�all�of�these�homes�will�be�
drastically�reduced,�if�this�new�high�voltage�line�is�built�on�Xcel's�preferred�route.�
�
�
�
Property�values�throughout�Plymouth�will�also�drop,�as�these�distressed�properties�would�drag�down�the�average�sale�
price�of�all�similarly�sized�homes,�for�a�period�of�six�months����from�the�time�of�the�sale�of�the�distressed�home.��Average�
sale�prices�of�homes�affects�the�asking�price�of�non�adjacent�homes�and�also�the�appraisal�value�of�a�non�adjacent�
home.��For�instance,�if�a�house�is�sold�that�is�adjacent�to�the�high�voltage�line�during�the�same�time�frame�that�a�house�is�
sold�that�is�nowhere�near�the�high�voltage�line,�the�sale�of�the�comparably�sized�home�that�is�adjacent�to�the�power�line�
will�lower�the�appraisal�value�of�the�non�adjacent�home,�possible�affecting�the�ability�of�a�home�buyer�to�obtain�a�
mortgage�for�the�non�adjacent�home.��The�only�way�appraisal�value�would�not�be�a�problem,�is�if�the�house�sells�for�
cash.�
�
�
�
I�am�a�residential�real�estate�agent�in�MN.��I�searched�the�National�Association�of�Realtors�web�site,�in�order�to�find�
studies�focused�on�the�effects�of�a�high�voltage�line�being�built�into�an�existing�neighborhood.��The�effects�ranged�from�
10����50�%�in�degrading�property�values,�according�to�the�literature�review�available�at�this�web�address.�
�
�
�
Further�investigation�of�these�studies�(quoted�in�the�review)�reveal�that�homes�adjacent�to�new�high�voltage�lines�will�
take�an�extra�six�months�to�market,�assuming�that�there�is�another�similar�home�available�in�the�area�that�does�not�
border�a�high�voltage�power�line.�
�
�
�
Here�is�the�address�to�find�the�literature�review:�
�
http://www.powerlinefacts.com/Power_Lines_and_Property_Values.htm�
�
�
�
Something�else�troubling�is�that�Xcel�shows�that�it�has�no�concern�for�how�their�new�high�voltage�power�line�affects�
current�homeowners.��They�seem�to�want�to�blindfold�current�homeowners�to�the�risks�of�health,�property�values,�etc.�
to�a�new�high�voltage�line.��At�the�same�time,�they�will�provide�a�free�survey�of�EMF's�to�a�prospective�buyer�of�a�
property�(according�to�their�own�brochure�titled�Electric�and�Magnetic�Fields���EMF).���
�
�
�
So�Xcel�will�negatively�affect�the�amount�of�equity�that�homeowners�will�realize�with�the�sale�of�a�home�in�two�ways.��
Once�with�the�immediate�decrease�in�the�properties'�values,�and�another�possible�degradation�once�any�one�particular�
home�is�surveyed�as�part�of�a�potential�buyer's�due�diligence�on�environmental�hazards.�
�
�
�
Homes�adjacent�to�this�new�high�voltage�lines�would�see�a�drop�in�property�values,�ranging�from�$20,000�to�$400.000,�
using�the�10����50�%�degradation�from�the�literature�review�(I�am�not�aware�of�a�property�that�is�valued�than�less�than�
$200,�nor�valued�at�more�than�$800,000�000�in�these�neighborhoods.)���
�
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�
�
The�possibility�of�this�line�being�approved�has�already�impacted�the�sale�of�one�home�in�the�Quail�Ridge�neighborhood.��
A�purchase�agreement�(for�a�home�currently�on�the�market)�was�recently�cancelled�by�the�buyer.��The�cancellation�
happened�when�the�buyer�was�informed�of�the�possible�new�high�voltage�line�that�might�be�built�adjacent�to�the�home�
that�they�desired.�
�
�
�
What�have�homeowners�done�to�Xcel�or�to�Great�River�to�possibly�deserve�this�disdain�that�they�have�for�us?��Most�
companies�that�receive�monies�from�me�are�appreciative�of�my�business�and�treat�me�with�respect.�
�
�
�
Cultural�Issues�
�
�
�
In�Plymouth,�there�are�no�residential�neighborhoods�that�currently�have�high�voltage�lines�running�through�them.��There�
are�currently�no�residential�properties�that�are�bisected�by�power�lines�carried�by�metal�power�lines.��High�voltage�lines,�
and�metal�utility�poles�currently�only�border�residential�lines�and�run�along�commercial�areas�or�main�traffic�arteries�like�
highways�and�county�roads.��Xcel's�preferred�route�will�run�directly�through��Plymouth's�cultural�values,�much�like�the�
preferred�route�will�run�directly�through�residential�neighborhoods�from�this�date�forward,�if�Xcel's�preferred�route�is�
approved.�
�
�
�
Why�does�Xcel�have�such�disdain�for�the�residents�of�Plymouth?�
�
�
�
Values�
�
�
�
Xcel's�preferred�route�runs�through�parks,�playgrounds�and�wetlands.��If�Xcel's�preferred��route�is�approved�by�the�PUC,�
the�cultural�and�physical�landscape�of�Plymouth�will�forever�be�changed.�
�
��
�
Plymouth�currently�asks�developers�to�include�parks�and�playgrounds�into�the�new�neighborhoods�that�are�approved�to�
be�built.��The�developers�are�also�asked�to�avoid�wetlands�and�other�important�geographical�features.��Xcel�and�Great�
River�should�not�be�allowed�to�build�through�parks,�playgrounds�and�wetlands,�as�much�as�possible.�
�
�
�
Plymouth�is�a�community�that�encourages�residents�to�have�a�healthy�lifestyle.��Trails�and�parks�abound�in�the�
community.��Plymouth�makes�sure�that�the�trails�and�parks�are�free�(as�much�as�possible)�from�health�hazards.��The�
preferred�route�of�Xcel�would�ruin�current�trails,�parks�and�wetland�from�this�point�forward.�
�
�
�
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Why�does�Xcel�have�such�disdain�for�residents�of�Plymouth?�
�
�
�
Vitality�
�
�
�
Health�concerns�to�the�general�public�from�exposure�to�high�voltage�lines�seem�to�lack�a�consensus�in�academic�studies�
in�this�country,�to�date.��However,�it�may�speak�to�the�trivialization�of�individual�concerns�by�this�corporate����centric�
climate�(that�we�currently�live�in)�that�the�research�on�hazards�is�not�as�advanced�here�as�it�is�in�Europe,�and�through�
much�of�the�civilized�world����where�individual�rights�are�more�highly�respected.���
�
�
�
It�would�be�a�shame�for�Xcel�to�be�allowed�to�run�roughshod�through�the�community,�only�to�face�public�scrutiny�and�
health�liability�issues�in�the�future,�when�health�effects�of�EMF's�research�is�furthered�in�this�country.��Perhaps�the�State�
of�Minnesota�would�even�be�held�liable�for�health�risks,�when�EMF's�effects�are�studied�with�greater�scrutiny.�
�
�
�
In�Xcel's�own�publication,�titled�Electric�and�Magnetic�Fields�(EMF),�residents�adjacent�to�high�voltage�lines�are�warned�
that�they�should�check�manufacturer's�listed�tolerances�to�EMF's�and�other�health�hazards,�before�they�should�invite�
family�members�or�friends�to�their�homes,�if�the�friend�or�family�member�relies�upon�a�heart�pacemaker,�an�insulin�
pump�or�other�implanted�medical�device�for�their�health.�
�
�
�
If�the�device�is�vulnerable�to�interference�to�EMF's,�then�all�homeowner�would�spend�thousands�of�dollars�a�year�in�
hotel�bills�and�restaurant�tabs,�when�they�want�to�host�relatives/friends�with�implanted�devices.���
�
�
�
My�own�mother�has�a�pacemaker�implanted.��I�will�not�invite�her�over�for�even�a�cup�of�coffee,�until�I�am�assured�by�the�
pacemaker�maker,�that�she�would�not�jeapordize�her�health.��This�will�cost�me�thousands�of�dollars�per�year�in�hotel�
accomodations�and�restaurant�bills.�
�
�
�
What�have�homeowners�done�to�deserve�this�disdain�from�Xcel�Energy?���
�
�
�
Scott�Ek,�in�addressing�the�scoping�meeting�held�in�October,�mentioned�that�he�has�not�seen�a�project�like�this�come�so�
close�to�so�many�homes.��Please�do�not�set�a�precendent�by�approving�this�project�that�will�devastate�Plymouth's�
property�values,�culture,�values�and�vitality,�along�Xcel's�preferred�route.�
�
�
�
The�proposed�route�will�cost�me�tens�of�thousdands�of�dollars,�at�minimum,�if�Xcel�is�approved�to�build�this�new�high�
voltage�line�on�their�preferred�route.��The�costs�would�be�in�property�value�decreases�and�costs�for�entertaining�family�
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members�with�health�issues.��The�cost�to�me�could�be�much,�much�higher,�also���easily�going�over�$100,000.��I�am�not�
sure�that�I�will�ever�be�able�to�retire,�if�this�hardship�is�placed�on�my�wife�and�I.�
�
Mitigation:�The�answer�to�all�of�these�concerns,�is�for�the�PUC�to�only�approve�the�project�if�Xcel�uses�the�alternative�
route�of�following�494�to�55.��It�impacts�NO�residential�neighborhoods,�NO�parks,�NO�playgrounds�and�NO�wetlands.��
There�would�be�no�ripple�effects�to�housing�values�throughout�Plymouth,�like�would�happen�if�Xcel's�preferred�route�is�
approved�by�the�MN�PUC.�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�23:10:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:07 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Davis Tue Nov  8 23:07:08 2011 

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Complaints.html�
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
User�Name:�Nancy�Davis�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:�763�550�9938�
�
Complaint:��Please�do�not�consider�adding�a�power�line�through�our�neighborhood.�I�have�many�concerns�about�health�
and�safety�issues�having�this�in�our�front�of�our�home.�It�is�already�hard�doing�yard�work�around�all�the�power�poles,�
wires,�and�electrical�boxes�we�have�in�our�front�yard�now.��
�
Thank�You,;�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�23:07:08�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jeffrey Minea [jeffrey.minea@cushwake.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 11:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Re: Hollydale Project-Bridlewood & Churchill Farms comments & proposed alternatives

Dear�Scott,�
�
Our�family�lives�in�Bridlewood�Farm�and�within�80’�of�the�proposed�high�voltage�line�as�referenced�above.�We�hereby�
assert�with�certainty�that�the�health�and�safety�of�our�4�family�members�will�be�compromised�if�this�line�is�
constructed�near�our�house�and�neighborhood,�because�we�will�be�exposed�to�excessive�and�constant�amounts�of�
harmful�electromagnetic�energy;�therefore,�let�this�writing�serve�as�notice�that�if�this�line�is�constructed�as�proposed,�
and�if�any�of�our�family�members�contract�any�form�of�cancer�or�serious�illness�that�we�will�bring�suit�and�hold�the�
State�of�Minnesota,�Xcel�Energy�and�Great�River�Energy�liable�for�our�damages.�
�
Let�me�also�say�that�the�following�points�should�also�be�known�about�why�this�proposed�route�is�the�wrong�solution:��
�

1. The�physical�presence�of�so�many�people�(in�excess�of�your�expectations�in�your�words)at�the�latest�public�
hearing�in�Plymouth�speaks�louder�than�any�words�as�to�how�people�feel�against�living�near�this�type�of�hazard�
and�why�this�action�alone�should�tell�you�that�the�placement�of�the�line�should�not�go�near�neighborhoods�at�all.�
Furthermore,�the�comments�were�consistent�with�the�turnout�which�was�unanimously�against�placement�near�
neighborhoods.�

2. The�most�common�suggested�solution�was�to�get�the�voltage�away�from�people�and�dwellings�and�to�route�the�
voltage�along�major�highways�or�freeways�such�as�494�and�55.�Where�this�is�not�feasible,�it�must�be�placed�in�
vacant�land�areas�only�or�it�shouldn’t�be�allowed.�

3. We�have�demonstrated�through�our�homeowners�association�submittal�that�this�large�number�of�homeowners�
has�voted�strongly�in�opposition�of�this�proposal�at�this�location.�The�numbers�speak�volumes.�

4. The�FHA�has�made�the�statement�that�no�dwelling�is�eligible�for�financing�and�is�considered�“hazardous”�if�
located�within�the�fall�line�of�a�power�line�in�excess�of�60�volts.��
If�the�FHA�makes�this�statement,�do�you�think�they�are�wrong�and�misguided?�At�the�very�least�they�are�
convinced�that�the�drop�in�property�value�will�make�the�borrower�unable�to�pay�the�loan�back�which�is�what�we�
will�be�faced�with�and�could�lose�our�home�if�this�happens.�In�addition,�the�FHA�statement�speaks�to�significant�
concerns�with�a�certain�sharp�loss�in�property�value,�but�it�also�strongly�suggests�a�serious�risk�to�health�to�
humans�living�continuously�near�this�high�voltage.�

�
We�know�this�is�wrong�to�locate�this�line�as�you�propose�and�we�hope�by�time�you�are�done�reviewing�the�extent�
of�the�comments�and�the�number�of�signatures�that�have�been�gathered�that�you�know�this�is�a�wrong�location�
for�this�line.��
�
You�and�many�others�are�hired�and�paid�by�us�to�represent�our�best�interests�and�we�trust�that�you�won’t�betray�
us�and�allow�this�line�to�be�built�near�our�home.�We�expect�and�rely�on�you�and�the�others�that�have�the�power�
to�influence�the�location�of�this�line�to�protect�the�people’s�safety�and�their�home�value�in�this�process.�So,�we�
have�faith�that�you�will�be�our�advocate�and�will�recommend�either�one�of�our�alternative�line�locations�or�some�
other�location�significantly�away�from�our�development�or�any�other�development�for�that�matter.�
�
Thank�you.�
�
Jeff,�Sue,�Alec�and�Margeaux�Minea�
�
�
�
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�
�
Please note my new email address and Co. name

�
Jeff Minea �
Senior Director�
Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq�
3800 American Boulevard West�
Suite 800 
Bloomington, MN 55431�
�
Tel:  (952) 465-3305 �
Fax: (952) 465-3301�
Cell: (612) 701-7741�
��
Email:  jeff.minea@cushwakenm.com�
www.cushwakenm.com�
�

The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be privileged and is intended for the exclusive use of the above named addressee(s). If you are not the 
intended recipient(s), you are expressly prohibited from copying, distributing, disseminating, or in any other way using any information contained within this communication. If 
you have received this communication in error please contact the sender by telephone or by response via mail.  

We have taken precautions to minimize the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks on any attachment to this message. We 
cannot accept liability for any loss or damage caused by software viruses. 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:58 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Davis Tue Nov  8 22:57:45 2011 

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Complaints.html�
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
User�Name:�Wayne��Davis�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�wayne@waynedavisphotography.com�
�
Phone:�763�550�9938�
�
Complaint:��We�that�live�along�Rockford�Road�have�many�negative�issues�to�deal�with�that�we�don't�seem�to�have�any�
control�over�and�no�one�seems�to�listen�to�our�concerns.�Besides�having�to�put�up�with�heavy�traffic,�Extra�loud�noises�
from�motorcycles�and�loud�vehicles,�extra�restrictions�put�on�what�we�can't�do�to�our�property�because�of�living�on�a�
county�road,�we�already�have�to�put�up�with�two�power�poles,�two�guide�wires,�two�electrical�boxes�and�metal�poles�
with�signs�on�them�in�our�front�yard.�it�is�already�hard�to�maintain�our�property�around�all�the�ugly�stuff��others�have�had�
added�to�the�front�of�our�property�without�our�consent,�since�we�moved�in�in�1994.�WE�DO�NOT�NEED�ANYMORE�
UTILITIES�or�HARDWARE�ADDED�TO�THIS�NEIGHBORHOOD!!!�It�is�after�all�a�neighborhood.�Utilities�such�as�this�should�
run�along�a�highway�such�as�Highway�55�were�there�are�no�homes.�There�is�no�way�this�line�going�through�our�
neighborhood�would�make�our�property�values,�curb�appeal,�or�the�quality�of�our�lives�better.�
�
;�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�22:57:45�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: shmalin@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:29 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project Advisory Task Force

Dear Mr. Ek, 

We are writing to express concern over currently proposed plans for the Hollydale Project, which we 
feel will have a significant negative impact on our street and our neighborhood, Alvarado Lane North 
in the Bridlewood Farms development in Plymouth. We support the alternative routes for the power 
lines which have been proposed by our representatives from the Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms 
neighborhoods, and hope that you will give full consideration to these less invasive alternatives. 

Thank you for your attention. We hope to soon learn of a more favorable outcome than that which 
was previously proposed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Susan H. Malin 
Henry F. Malin 
3640 Alvarado Lane North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bill and Kim Carlstrom [carlstrm@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:13 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project- Bridlewood Farm Resident comment and proposed alternatives

Mr. Scott Ek, 

We are homeowners in the Bridlewood Farms neighborhood and we are corresponding with you to express our OPPOSITION to the 
proposed route (west of the Hollydale substation to Holy Name Drive) for the Hollydale project.  The proposed route is NOT acceptable 
when there are feasible alternate routes that would give a greater distance between homes and the power lines.  We completely 
support the alternate routes submitted to you via mail from the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods! 

We are concerned with the adverse health effects from exposure to the electromagnetic fields emitted from the 115 kV transmission 
lines. Our home is 65 feet from the line and one of the line's poles is adjacent to our property.  Although the power companies state that 
there is inconclusive evidence linking  EMF radiation to increased health risks, it is nonetheless, "inconclusive".  It is disheartening that 
the power companies would potentially compromise the health and well-being of families living near these transmission lines by 
increasing the voltage regardless of the number of families  impacted or how close the lines are to homes.   

We are concerned with the potential decrease in the property value of our home.  The documentation provided by the state notes 
a 1% to 10% negative impact on property values relating to homes residing by transmission lines.  For homes adjacent to high voltage 
transmission lines real estate agents state that the property values would be negatively impacted by 10% to 40%.  A decrease in home 
value of this magnitude would cause undue financial hardship for us.  Additionally, we are concerned with the FHA ruling that states 
"no dwelling or related property improvement may be located within the engineered (designed) fall distance of any . . .high-voltage 
transmission line ...For field analysis, the appraiser may use tower height as the fall distance.  For the purpose of this handbook, a high-
voltage electric transmission line is a power line that carries high voltage between a generating plant and substation. These lines are 
usually 60kV and greater, and are considered HAZARDOUS".  It is VERY CONTRADICTORY that one government agency considers 
the lines HAZARDOUS while another is fine placing them so close to homes. If larger poles are installed for the 115kV transmission 
lines, our home is within this fall distance, which would eliminate many potential home buyers! FHA insured loans may not be issued for 
homes within the fall distance. Note that 56% of loans issued in 2009 were FHA Loans. So in real estate markets where FHA loans are 
that popular the limited financing options for potential buyers alone would have a significant detrimental impact on the market value of 
our home. 

We are concerned with the adverse effects on the natural setting in which we have chosen to maintain our home and 
neighborhood.  Our homeowner's bylaws prohibit homeowners from installing antennas, satellite dishes, fences etc.(anything that
would diminish the natural setting of our homes).  Clearly we take pride in our environment and have agreed on measures that provide 
for the most appealing aesthetics in our neighborhood. These proposed steel structures, seen along major roadways, would look 
absolutely atrocious in a neighborhood.  There is no place for these structures in a residential neighborhood!!!!   Furthermore, the 
increased noise associated with these lines would negatively impact the peace and tranquility that currently exists in our neighborhood.

We feel that these 115kV high voltage transmission lines should not go through residential neighborhoods and should be routed along 
major roadways and scarcely populated areas; otherwise, the lines should be buried underground.  

Please strongly consider the suggested alternate routes which would place these transmission lines along major roadways and less
populated areas. 

Sincerely, 

Bill and Kim Carlstrom 
3600 Zircon Lane 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-478-8677 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:12 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Andersen Tue Nov  8 22:12:26 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Edwin�Andersen�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�ander630@umn.edu�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��The�Proposed�Hollydale�115�kv�transmission�route�should�not�go�very�close�to�my�home�in�Plymouth.���This�line�
can�be�changed�to�the�Hwy�55�route�to�494�and�not�come�so�close�to�my�home.�
�
�
�
Ed�Andersen�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�22:12:26�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: colleenflarson@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:08 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project Bridlewood neighborhood

November�8,�2011

�

Mr.�Scott�Ek
Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce
85�7th�Place�East
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198
�
Dear�Scott:
�
We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�Road.��
�
We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�
significantly�impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�
Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.
�
The�existing�power�transmission�line�either�cuts�across�our�properties.�It�is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�
our�property�and�wetland.�The�proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kV��and�introduces�many�more�
concerns.�It�will�introduce�significant�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�
inevitable�devaluation�of�our�property.
�
We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�
alternate�routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�
far�fewer�homes.�One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!���
�
We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven’t�already.���All�
of�these�alternatives�would�use�the�existing�“Proposed�Route”�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�
2�blocks).�From�the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�
ultimately�to�Medina�Road�on�the�way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�
need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�homes�and�up�to�300�residents.
�
We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�direct�
damaging�impact�to�our�property�as�well�as�the�significant�and�sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�
properties�and�300�residents�of�our�community�very�serious.�Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�
important�issue.
�
�
Sincerely,
�
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Scott�&�Colleen�Larson
3705�Urbandale�Lane
Plymouth,�MN�55446
763�478�3913



127

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Sarah Xin Zhao [zhao0520@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 10:04 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project – Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives

November 7, 2011  

Mr. Scott Ek  
Minnesota Department of Commerce  
85 7th Place East  
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198  

Dear Scott:  

We live in the Bridlewood Farm community, located west of 101 South and south of Medina Road.  

We have just been made aware that the pending Hollydale Project (west of the Hollydale Substation) will significantly 
impact our neighborhood. We are writing to let you know we do NOT approve of the Xcel and Great River Energy rebuild 
west of the Hollydale Substation, as currently proposed.  

The existing power transmission line either cuts across our community (FOR HOMEOWNERS DIRECTLY AFFECTED, 
PLEASE REPLACE WITH “CUTS ACROSS OUR PROPERTIES”). It is already an unsightly eyesore along our community 
property and across our community and wetland (FOR HOMEOWNERS DIRECTLY AFFECTED, PLEASE REPLACE WITH 
“property and wetland”). The proposed rebuild converts this line to a 115 kV and introduces many more concerns. It will 
introduce significant adverse impacts including health and safety, noise, aesthetics, and the inevitable devaluation of our 
property.

We are joining with the entire Bridlewood Farm and Churchill Farm neighborhoods to recommend several alternate 
routes. The current proposal impacts approximately 134 homes. There are alternatives which impact far fewer homes. 
One of the alternatives impacts as few as 33 homes. That is significant!  

We understand these alternatives (F1, F2, F3, and G) are being submitted to you, if they haven’t already. All of these 
alternatives would use the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation to Highway 55 (1-2 blocks). From the 
intersection of Hwy 55 and 101 South, the line would route to Brockton Lane and ultimately to Medina Road on the way 
to the existing GRE Medina Substation. These alternatives alleviate the need to negatively impact over 100 homes and up 
to 300 residents.  

We trust that you will present our case with all due seriousness and compassion. We consider the (FOR HOMEOWNERS 
DIRECTLY AFFECTED, PLEASE INSERT “DIRECT DAMAGING IMPACT TO OUR PROPERTY AS WELL AS THE”) significant 
and sometimes devastating impact to over 100 properties and 300 residents of our community very serious. Thank you 
for your consideration in this important issue.  

Sincerely,  

Sarah Zhao  
3840 Yellowstone CT N  
Plymouth, MN 55446  
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Steve Lerum [slerum@q.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: slerum@q.com; rllerum@gmail.com
Subject: Bridlewood and Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives
Attachments: 005.bmp

November�8,�2011�

�

Mr.�Scott�Ek�
Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce�
85�7th�Place�East�
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198�
�
Dear�Scott:�
�
We�live�in�the�Churchill�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�Road.���

�
We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�significantly�
impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy�
rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.�
�
The�existing�power�transmission�line�cuts�across�our�property.�It�is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�our�community�
property�and�across�our�property�and�wetland.�The�proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kV��and�introduces�many�
more�concerns.�It�will�introduce�significant�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�
inevitable�devaluation�of�our�property.�
�
We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�alternate�
routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�far�fewer�homes.�
One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!����
�
We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven’t�already.���All�of�these�
alternatives�would�use�the�existing�“Proposed�Route”�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�2�blocks).�From�
the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�ultimately�to�Medina�Road�on�the�
way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�homes�
and�up�to�300�residents.�
�
We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�direct�damaging�
impact�to�our�property�as�well�as�the�significant�and�sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�properties�and�300�
residents�of�our�community�very�serious.�Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�important�issue.�
�
�
Sincerely,�
�
�
Stephen�and�Roxanne�Lerum�
3470�Zircon�Lane�North�
Plymouth,�MN��55447�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mary Jean Vickers [mjvickers@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:47 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Letter of support of Holly Creek
Attachments: Holy Creek Common Letter.doc

Mary Jean and John Vickers 
4005 Garland Ln. N 
Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

First of all, I’d like to let you know that it is very comforting knowing that we the people do have a voice and 
we the people can change the direction of what was presented as the only option.  Xcel has made us feel as if 
they were simply going through the motions with no intention of listening or changing what they felt was in 
their best interest.  An interest that would make them the most money with the least amount of cost, time and 
effort to complete.   

Also, that you stated that we can make a difference and could have the proposed plan changed, gave us all hope.

So, I wish to thank you for that.!! 

With that being said, I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the record; 
�

1) I�agree�with�the�proposed�option�mentioned�at�the�10�26�11�public�meeting��the�Hwy�55�&�Hwy�494�as�the�only�
option�for�Xcel�to�consider,�pursue�and�actually�implement�based�on�the�following�issues�to�be�considered;�

a) There�are�already�power�lines�that�could�be�used�and�increased�in�pole�dimensions�and�voltage�
capabilities�

b) Would�have�minimum�impact�on�housing�/�developments�
c) The�decreased�home�values�of�10%�40%�based�on�the�findings�of�licensed�real�estate�agents�presenting�at�

public�meeting�
d) Would�not�cause�concerns�or�increased�medical�issues�with�occupants—especially�smaller�children�and�

adults.��See�all�references�of�medical�studies�made�by�Elizabeth�Lorenz�at�public�meeting.�
e) The�level�of�EMF�output�and�the�above�studies�findings�regarding�medical�concerns�and�proved�increased�

cases�of�a�variety�of�different�medical�conditions�associated�with�power�lines.�
f) Not�pit�one�neighbor(hood)�against�another�as�it�appears�was�being�done�by�the�options�under�

consideration�by�xcel�and�taking�what�appears�to�be�big�money�making�efforts�with�very�little�human�
health�and�property�devaluation�under�consideration�

g) Noise�level�from�the�voltage�of�the�power�line�upgrade.��It�is�well�known�that�it�will�be�present.��Especially�
for�how�close�my�home�is�with�it�in�my�back�yard��As�well�as�for�neighbors�that�are�not�aware�of�this�
issue/topic/concern�due�to�not�being�informed.�

h) Concerned�with�possible�personal�safety�of�my�children/family�and�others�known/unknown�that�may�arise�
via�down�wires�due�to�storms,�fires,�electrical�hazards�and�other�increased�hazards�that�are�unknown�to�
me�at�this�time�with�a�fully�functioning�power�lines�of�this�nature�

i) I�would�not�have�paid�money/purchased�current�home�had�I�known�that�this�was�an�option�when�the�line�
was�a�non�functioning�line.�

j) I’d�also,�like�to�know�where�I�can�go�to�see�the�proposed�poles/lines�to�get�a�better�understanding�of�what�
it�will�look�like�vs�a�picture�that�simply�shows�it�in�an�ideal�setting�alongside�an�open�road�and�field�vs�
backing�up�to�homes�and�in�a�home�development.�
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Let me know if there is anything that I/we may/should be doing with what we submit as well.  Since we don’t 
have a clue on what to do or how to do it, we are at the mercy of the process.  This has required us to try to 
become an expert in a matter that we can not and must rely on assistance. 

Thanks once again. 

Mary Jean and John Vickers. 

�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mary Bunnell [mbbunnell@msn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:31 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: tubbybabee@yahoo.com; Steve Bunnell
Subject: Hollydale Project - Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives

Dr. Mr. Ek, 

I'd like to add my voice to the group of neighbors who are against the proposed power line route through the Bridlewood 
Farms neighborhood. My husband, Steve, and I have lived in this area of Plymouth for over 15 years, and have always 
valued the common goals of our neighborhood association of maintaining property values, and offering a safe, appealing 
place to raise a family. This is a highly sought-after suburb of the Twin Cities. In fact, Money Magazine's Top City just a 
few years ago!  

I understand there are alternative routes that would not go through our neighborhood, and I urge you to consider these 
options. 

Our home value has already dropped significantly due to the economy (personally, our house's market value has fallen 
almost $100k); this unsightly and unsafe power line would reduce it quite a bit more (I hear at least 10%, if not 40% by 
some statistics). 

I'd be happy to talk to you in person if the need arises - my contact information is below.  

Thank you for your consideration, 

Mary Bunnell  
18540 37th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

763.478.8774 home 
612.805.4021 cell 
612.692.7315 work 

twitter.com/mbbunnell
linkedin.com/in/marybunnell
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kira Weinand [kira7808@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project Bridlewood Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives

November�8,�2011
Mr.�Scott�Ek

Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce
85�7th�Place�East
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198
Dear�Scott:
We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�Road.��
We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�
significantly�impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�
Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.��

We�use�the�park�at�Greenwood�school�extensively�and�often�walk�through�the�park�with�our�children�to�and�
from�school.��We�are�strongly�opposed�to�having�to�cross�under�high�voltage�in�order�to�use�the�park�and�get�
to�school.��We�also�support�our�neighbors�more�closely�impacted�by�the�line's�location,�and�do�not�feel�their�
input�was�considered�in�the�planning�process.��
The�existing�power�transmission�line�cuts�across�our�neighborhood�and�local�elementary�school�playfields.���It�
is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�our�neighborhood�property�and�across�our�community�wetlands.�The�
proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kV�and�brings�many�more�concerns.�It�will�introduce�significant�
adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�inevitable�devaluation�of�our�property.
We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�
alternate�routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�
far�fewer�homes.�One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!���
We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven’t�already.���All�
of�these�alternatives�would�use�the�existing�“Proposed�Route”�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�
2�blocks).�From�the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�
ultimately�to�Medina�Road�on�the�way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�
need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�homes�and�up�to�300�residents.
We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�significant�
and�sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�properties�and�300�residents�of�our�community�very�serious.�
Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�important�issue!
Sincerely,
Jim�and�Kira�Weinand
18600�39th�Ave.�N�
Plymouth,�MN�55446
763�478�2344
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: kcameranesi@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:14 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power lines

Ken Cameranesi     
4065 Garland Lane North 
Plymouth, MN. 55446 

Dear Scott,  

First of all, I’d like to let you know that it is very comforting knowing that we the people do have a voice and we the people 
can change the direction of what was presented as the only option.  Xcel has made us feel as if they were simply going 
through the motions with no intention of listening or changing what they felt was in their best interest.  An interest that 
would make them the most money with the least amount of cost, time and effort to complete.   

Also, that you stated that we can make a difference and could have the proposed plan changed, gave us all hope. 

So, I wish to thank you for that.!! 

With that being said, I’d like to submit the following for consideration and for the recored; 

1)    I agree with the proposed option mentioned at the 10-26-11 public meeting--the Hwy 55 & Hwy 494 as the only option 
for Xcel to consider, pursue and actually implement based on the following issues to be considered; 
a)    There are already power lines that could be used and increased in pole dimensions and voltage capabilities 
b)    Would have minimum impact on housing / developments 
c)    The decreased home values of 10%-40% based on the findings of licensed realestate agents presenting at public 
meeting 
d)    Would not cause concerns or increased medical issues with occupants—especially smaller children and adults.  See 
all references of medical studies made by Elizabeth Lafrenz at public meeting. 
e)    The level of EMF output and the above studies findings regarding medical concerns and proved increased cases of a 
variety of different medical conditions associated with power lines. 
f)    Not pit one neighbor(hood) against another as it appears was being done by the options under consideration by xcel 
and taking what appears to be big money making efforts with very little human health and property devaluation under 
consideration 
g)    Noise level from the voltage of the power line upgrade.  It is well known that it will be present.  Especially for how 
close my home is with it in my back yard  As well as for neighbors that are not aware of this issue/topic/concern due to not 
being informed. 
h)    Concerned with possible personal safety of my children/family and others known/unknown that may arise via down 
wires due to storms, fires, electrical hazards and other increased hazards that are unknown to me at this time with a fully 
functioning power lines of this nature 
i)    I would not have paid money/purchased current home had I known that this was an option when the line was a non 
functioning line. 
j)    I’d also, like to know where I can go to see the proposed poles/lines to get a better understanding of what it will look 
like vs a picture that simply shows it in an ideal setting alongside an open road and field vs backing up to homes and in a 
home development. 

Let me know if there is anything that I/we may/should be doing with what we submit as well.  Since we don’t have a clue 
on what to do or how to do it, we are at the mercy of the process.  This has required us to try to become an expert in a 
matter that we can not and must rely on assistance. 

Thanks once again. 

Ken Cameranesi
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:14 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Detert Tue Nov  8 21:14:18 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Trudi�Detert�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�tjdetert@charter.net�
�
Phone:�612�386�8665�
�
Impact:��As�a�parent�of�2�children�who�attend�Providence�Academy�and�as�a�member�of�the�Providence�Academy�
Parents�Association,�I�want�to�begin�by�expressing�deep�concern�over�the�proposed�Hollydale�115kV�Transmission�Line�
Project.��Providence�Academy�is�located�on�Schmidt�Lake�Road�in�Plymouth's�first�ward.��Providence�is�a�K�12�College�
Prep�School�with�over�900�students.��My�interest�in�the�Hollydale�project�stems�from�the�fact�that�the�current�
transmission�line�proposed�to�be�upgraded�runs�directly�through�the�east�side�of�our�campus.��In�fact,�there�are�currently�
5�poles�located�on�campus.��It�is�my�understanding�that�the�current�structures�would�be�replaced�with�taller,�wider�
poles.��Even�more�concerning,�are�the�unknown�health�and�safety�impacts�stemming�from�a�high�voltage�power�line�
directly�above�our�playgrounds�and�sport�fields�at�Providence.��It�is�imperative�that�the�following�issues�and�impacts�be�
considered�in�the�environmental�assessment:�health�and�safety,�the�proximity�to�homes,�schools�and�playgrounds,�right�
of�way�and�the�impact�on�the�environment.��
�
Mitigation:�First�and�foremost,�I�support�the�following�alternate�route�for�the�Hollydale�project.��The�transmission�line�
should�begin�at�proposed�substation�A,�travel�south�along�494�and�then�west�along�Highway�55,�connecting�with�the�
existing�Xcel�Hollydale�substation�and�then�moving�west�along�the�proposed�route.��In�my�opinion�this�alternate�route,�
although�more�work�for�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy,�would�have�the�fewest�environmental�impacts.�
�
However,�if�the�rebuild�is�granted�along�the�route�preferred�by�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy,�I�encourage�the�
transmission�line�that�runs�north�and�south�on�Providence's�campus�between�Schmidt�Lake�Road�and�the�railroad�tracks,�
to�be�moved�to�the�east�of�the�conservation�easement�located�on�campus.��The�line�would�then�span�uninhabited�
property�owned�by�the�City�of�Plymouth.��This�is�not�my�preferred�route;�however,�this�would�lessen�the�direct�impact�
on�the�hundreds�of�families�who�are�part�of�the�Providence�community.�
�
Thank�you.�
�
�
�



139

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Caroline Li-Zheng [lihuimin_carol@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:13 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket #TL-11-152

Scott,

I am a resident of the Fields of Nanterre development at the northwest corner of Schmidt Lake Road and Vicksburg Lane 
in Plymouth, MN. I was just made aware of Xcel Energy's proposal to move power lines to the north of my home along 
the existing railroad tracks (i.e. Alternate Route Segment B). I am strongly opposed to this proposal. 

When I purchased this property, I took into consideration of the location of power lines and overall scenery in the area. 
Moving these lines to this location will be detrimental to my property value. The homes in my neighborhood were built 
around 2005 when the property price was at the peak. Residents here have already suffered from declining home values 
and refuse to accept further devaluation due to new power lines. The existing power lines were built in 1971, long before 
most of those homes on the line were built. The residents along the existing power lines were aware of their location 
when they purchased their homes and their purchase prices reflected the existence of these power lines.  

Xcel Energy is claiming relocation of power lines will reduce the impact to residential homes. However, moving power 
lines from one residential area to another defeat their claimed purpose. Alternative shall be relocation of these power 
lines to commercial areas. 

Please take my comment into considering when assessing Xcel Energy's proposal. 

Thanks,  

Caroline Li-Zheng 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Scott McBride [ksmcbride@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project - Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternative
Attachments: Comments on scope of EA_20111109.docx

Dear Mr. Ek: 

            Eighteen years ago, my husband and I made the biggest investment of our lives.  Although we could 
barely afford to purchase our home at 18705 37th Ave. N., we were frugal and somehow made ends meet.   
Now more comfortable, we have been looking to the time 6.5 years from now when our home will be paid for 
and our children are through with college.   News that Xcel is proposing to install a high-voltage power line in 
our backyard threatens all that we have worked for and jeopardizes not only our health, but also the value of 
our property. 

            We are attaching the comments that the Bridlewood Farms and Churchill Farms neighborhoods will be 
sending you by courier tomorrow.   We fully endorse each and every comment in the attached document.    As 
the person who wrote those comments on behalf of the neighbors (Kate McBride), I spent a great deal of time 
considering the negative impact these lines will have on my life, as well as the lives of my family and 
neighbors.   When you receive it, you will see that it has been endorsed by at least 200 of my neighbors. 

            We implore you to give serious consideration of the alternative-route proposals that the neighborhoods 
have presented in the attached comments.   These alternative routes would impact far fewer houses, as shown 
in the materials.  The Bridlewood / Churchill Farm development looks to be the single most densely 
populated housing in the area, yet it appears that it was selected to have the lines run right next to the 
homes. The proposals of our association would have very little impact on the homes of other 
developments and would use the natural buffering effect of the roads and highways and industrial or open 
land to maximum effect.  The currently proposed line seems to unnecessarily harm the maximum number of 
people and homes when one would certainly expect that the benefit/cost assessment should have been 
looking to achieve exactly the opposite result.   

While it certainly could be argued that this neighborhood should have been involved in the fight earlier, 
we were led to believe from the materials that Xcel provided that the decision as to the route was already 
made.   At no time was an effort made to explain that we had a real opportunity to impact route decisions.  
Moreover, Xcel never explained the possible risks of having high-voltage power lines in our backyards.

For all of these reasons, we urge thoughtful and thorough consideration of the alternative route 
proposals as this project enters the Environmental Assessment stage. 

Kate and Scott McBride 
18705 37th Ave. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lee Hart [dorisehart@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:10 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

� I�would�think�that�the�electric�company�would�select�a�route�that�would�cause�the�least�inconvenience�for�their�
customers�and�also�select�a�route�which�would�cause�the�least�amount�of�health�hazard�to�its�customers.��It�seems�like�
they�only�want�what�is�convenient�for�them�and�don't�care�about�the�ones�who�pay�for�the�service.��I�believe�the�route�
along�Highways�494�and�55�would�meet�this�criteria.��I�would�like��to�hear�why�they�chose�the�route�they�did�in�the�first�
place.�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � Sincerely,�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � L.�J.�Hart�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � 14913��45th�
Ave.�N.�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � Plymouth,�MN�
55446�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Roxanne Hagberg [roxxsan=yahoo.com@change.org] on behalf of Roxanne Hagberg 
[roxxsan@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:57 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Roxanne Hagberg 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: suegregerson@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Proposed Power Line

Mr. Scott Ek            
Office of Energy Security 
State of Minnesota 
Scott.ek@state.mn.us

Dear Mr. Ek, 

We own a home in the Holly Creek development west of Dunkirk Lane and north of Hwy 55 in 
Plymouth.  We want to express our concerns with the Xcel's proposed route of a high-power line 
which would run along the southern border of our development and we understand that you are 
receptive to our input. 

We are opposed to power lines running through our development and are in favor of the proposed 
option mentioned at the public meeting on October 26, 2011, which would run the proposed line along 
Hwy 55.  We see this as a viable option that makes the MOST sense from a health and safety aspect 
for the residents and those surrounding the Holly Creek development. 

We urge Xcel and all related parties to consider this route that also is the suggested route of the City 
of Plymouth council members. 

The current plan is unacceptable to us and we thank you for your consideration to run the proposed 
line along Hwy. 55.

Sincerely,

Sue and Wally Gregerson 
17015 41st Place North 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:45 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Gibson Tue Nov  8 20:44:32 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Renee�Gibson�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�ggibson4@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�763�557�0854�
�
Impact:��I'm�concerned�how�this�will�affect�my�neighborhood.��These�poles�will�be�metal�and�very�visible.�They�will�
impact�our�lives,�in�the�appearance�of�the�neighborhood.��I�have�several�mature�trees�that�will�be�eliminated,�we�planted�
these�with�our�children,�it's�very�hard�to�see�them�have�to�go.��
�
�
�
I'm�concerned�about�the�health�issues.��I�know�you�can�look�on�the�internet�and�see�conflicting�views,�but�it�is�worth�the�
risk�of�putting�high�voltage�lines�this�close�to�human�beings?��I�don't�want�to�be�exposed�to�EMF,�nor�do�I�want�my�family�
to�be�exposed.�
�
�
�
I'm�unsure�the�the�easement�that�Xcel�claims�they�have�is�really�a�fact.��On�my�property�I�don't�believe�they�have�the�
easement�they�need�based�on�the�plat�and�easement�documents�from�hennepin�county.��Can�this�be�validated?��Will�
someone�please�come�out�and�measure�to�validate�this�is�correct?�
�
�
�
I'm�concerned�about�the�property�values.��We've�asked�several�real�estate�individuals�and�they�all�say�the�same,�we�can�
expect�a�10�to�40�percent�decrease�in�property�value.��Property�values�have�already�decreased,�do�you�expect�us�to�take�
more�of�a�hit�in�our�home�values?�
�
�
�
I�appreciate�answers�to�my�questions.���
�
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�
�
Thanks�
�
Mitigation:�I�understand�we�need�the�power�lines�to�help�the�population�growth�in�the�City�of�Plymouth�and�I�
understand�that,�but�why�can't�the�lines�be�moved�to�an�alternate�route�S�on�55�and�494?��There�are�existing�power�lines�
already�on�this�route.��I�have�seen�where�the�power�company�puts�several�lines�on�a�pole�why�can't�this�be�done?�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�20:44:32�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:37 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: LaFrenz Tue Nov  8 20:37:04 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Elizabeth�LaFrenz�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�elafrenz@gmail.com�
�
Phone:�7635770407�
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
�
�
1)First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
�
�
a.�According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�power�
line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�a�
power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
�
�
b.�The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�$9�
million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�
�
�
�
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c.�A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
�
�
d.�Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
�
�
�
e.�The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
�
�
2)�Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can�
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
�
�
Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
�
�
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3)�Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�our�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.��
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
�
�
1)�I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�Highway�
55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�along�it.��
The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�vote�at�the�
last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
2)�I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.�����
�
�
�
3)�I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�20:37:04�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: gcclmf@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

Mr. Ek, 

Linda and I writing to you as a contact point in the Hollydale Project. 

We are homeowners in the Courtyards of Plymouth Oaks Townhouse Association and want to be involved in the outcome 
of the final route of the powerline. I realize we are late to the situation but please include us in all upcoming 
communications related to the powerline decision. 
If there is something that we need to do, please let us know about it. Our contact information is below. 
Thanks you for your efforts. 
Respectfully, 

Les Fieldman  

Leslie and Linda Fieldman 
14207 - 41st Ave north 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
H: 763-551-1289 
E: gcclmf@aol.com
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lori Shannon [Slori12=comcast.net@change.org] on behalf of Lori Shannon [Slori12
@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Focus on quality of life not profits in evaluating power line project.

Dear Mr. Sedarski & Mr. Ek 

,

I just signed the following petition addressed to: Xcel Energy & Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. 

----------------
As residents of Timber Creek Crossing, located at the intersection of Schmidt Lake Road & Garland Lane N in 
Plymouth, we are extremely concerned with the options still being considered for the power line transmission 
project.

We ask that Xcel Energy shift their overall strategy for this project from profit generation to maintaining and 
promoting the quality of life for the residents of not only TImber Creek Crossing, but also all potential residents 
impacted by the proposed and alternate routes. We are all well aware that there is a viable option (the 494/55 
corridor) that will have minimal impact on the quality of life, health and home values of all residents impacted 
by these proposals. This should be the primary focus of this project! 

Some key points for your consideration: 

1. The existing transmission line was built in 1971, long before most of those homes on the line were built. The 
commission should not transfer the line from those homes that were purchased where there was already a power 
line to homes where there have been no prior plans for a transmission line. We as Timber Creek Crossing 
residents already shoulder the burden of living along railroad tracks and next to a gun club, please don’t add to 
it by now giving us a transmission line also as proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 

2. If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of 
all the alternative proposals – a less than 50% reduction in residential impacts and brings the line to over 100 
homes that don’t already have it. 

3. For the greatest reduction, the commission should consider relocating the transmission line to commercial 
areas, running it from the Hollydale Substation, down Highway 55 and then up 494 to the new preferred 
Pomerleau Lake Substation. This realignment would reduce residential impacts by over 95%. 

Please make a smart decision and put the community first! There are residents of all ages, family situations and 
demographics who are strongly opposed to the proposed route and alternate routes. It was evident in the 
October 26 public hearing. Don't have our concerns and appeals fall on deaf ears. It is a matter of the quality of 
life that Plymouth prides itself upon.
----------------

Sincerely,
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Residents of the Timber Creek Crossing community  
Plymouth, MN  
November 2011  

Lori Shannon 
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at www.change.org/petitions/no-

power-lines-for-timber-creek. To respond, email responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
Right-click here to downlo
pictures.  To help protect 
privacy, Outlook prevente
auto matic downlo ad o f thi
picture from the Internet.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:04 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hedin Tue Nov  8 20:03:55 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Lisa�Hedin�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�lisa.hedin@netzero.com�
�
Phone:�763�559�0237�
�
Impact:��I�am�writing�to�you�to�inform�you�of�my�opposition�to�the�proposed�route�for�the�Hollydale�115kV�transmission�
line�project�from�Rockford�Road�to�Schmidt�Lake�Road.�This�proposed�line�is�way�too�close�to�many�homes.�Even�Scott�
Ek,�State�Permit�Manager,�stated�he�has�not�seen�a�transmission�line�this�close�to�this�many�homes.�I�live�in�the�Quail�
Ridge�neighborhood�where�my�home�is�one�of�those�that�is�next�to�the�existing�Great�River�line.�My�concerns�are�the�
same�as�other�people�have�stated:��health,�noise,�property�values,�aesthetics�etc.�but�I�wanted�to�go�on�record�as�
opposing�this�route�and�supporting�the�need�to�seriously�look�at�using�494�and�55�instead.�494�and�55�is�obviously�the�
best�route�for�lessening�the�impact�to�residential�households.�I�hope�this�decision�is�based�on�the�public's�feedback�and�
not�just�cost.�Thank�you��
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�am�supporting�the�need�to�seriously�look�at�using�494�and�55�instead�of�the�proposed�route�from�Rockford�
Road�to�Schmidt�Lake�Road.�494�and�55�is�obviously�the�best�route�for�lessening�the�impact�to�residential�households.�I�
hope�this�decision�is�based�on�the�public's�feedback�and�not�just�cost.���
�
�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�20:03:55�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jan Schultz [knips17@me.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 7:58 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket no. E002/TL-11-152

�
�
My�family�lives�on�Orchid�Lane.��The�proposed�route�for�the�high�voltage�power�line�is�right�across�the�street�from�my�
house.��Our�home,�which�is�our�most�valuable�asset�we�own�has�already�decreased�in�value�over�the�last�several�years�
due�to�the�economy.��We�cannot�afford�to�take�any�devaluation�of�our�property,�much�less�the�significant�loss�we�would�
face�if�the�power�line�goes�through�as�proposed.�
�
This�power�line�DOES�NOT�belong�in�any�residential�neighborhood.��I�vigorously�support�the�route�on�494�and�55.�
�
�
�
Jan�Schultz�
4655�Orchid�Lane�
Plymouth�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: bonsenr@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 7:40 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

Hi Scott: 

I would like to voice my concern over the proposed route for the 115kV power line Hollydale project.  
As a resident who would be negatively affected by the proposed route I would ask you to consider an 
alternate route which does not affect or disrupt the lives of so many individuals.  The 494 and hwy 55 
route would be a logical option for anyone truely concerned about the health and finanacil well being 
of the residents of the city of Plymouth.

I have many concerns as it relates to the current proposed route including health implications, 
proximity to homes, property value devaluation, wetland impacts and right of way impacts.  I attended 
the meeting held at Green Mill a few weeks back and it was apparent that my views are shared by 
many.  I heard no real responses to our concerns but I did hear a solution that was endorsed by all in 
attendance.  Please listen to the voice of those being affected and do the right thing, move the route 
to the one that will not have the negative effect on so many people.  You have a choice, please 
choose wisely for the larger benefit of the community over the long run. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Bob Bonsen 
4610 Orchid Lane North 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
612-799-5115
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: TomK1107@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 7:04 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project - Bridlewood and Churchill Farms Communities

November 8, 2011  

Mr. Scott Ek  
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Scott:

We live in the Bridlewood Farm community, located west of 101 South and south of Medina Road.

We have just been made aware that the pending Hollydale Project (west of the Hollydale Substation) will 
significantly impact our neighborhood. We are writing to let you know we do NOT approve of the Xcel and 
Great River Energy rebuild west of the Hollydale Substation, as currently proposed.

The existing power transmission line cuts across our community. The proposed rebuild converts this line to a 
115 kV and introduces many more concerns. It will introduce significant adverse impacts including health and 
safety, noise, aesthetics, and the inevitable devaluation of our property.

We are joining with the entire Bridlewood Farm and Churchill Farm neighborhoods to recommend several 
alternate routes. The current proposal impacts approximately 134 homes. There are alternatives which impact 
far fewer homes. One of the alternatives impacts as few as 33 homes. That is significant!

We understand these alternatives (F1, F2, F3, and G) are being submitted to you, if they haven’t already. All of 
these alternatives would use the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation to Highway 55 (1-2 
blocks). From the intersection of Hwy 55 and 101 South, the line would route to Brockton Lane and ultimately 
to Medina Road on the way to the existing GRE Medina Substation. These alternatives alleviate the need to 
negatively impact over 100 homes and up to 300 residents.

We trust that you will present our case with all due seriousness and compassion. Thank you for your 
consideration in this important issue.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Keyser 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Cathy Panzer [mashp@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 7:01 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Holly Dale Project - Bridlewood Farms/Churchill Farms

As�a�homeowner�in�Bridlewood�Farms�I�am�appalled�and�totally�opposed�to�this�project.�When�we�purchased�
this�lot/home�we�were�told�the�wetlands�that�were�part�of�our�property��was�protected�land�that�we�were�not�
to�touch.�We�have�respected�that�and�know�that�area�and�wildlife�that�occupy�the�wetlands�need�to�be�
protected�as�we�see�them�in�our�yard.�To�put�your�proposed�towers�and�invade�that�sacred�area�is�
unthinkable.�How�can�Excel�Energy�be�so�thoughtless�and�inconsiderate�to�put�such�an�evasive�thing�there?�
Your�project�is�totally�invasive�to�our�property�and�the�protected�wetlands�that�we�have�preserved,�respected�
and�enjoyed�seeing�that�I�STRONGLY�PROTEST�your�choice.�You�are�compromising�the�environment�to�save�
money.�We�as�consumers�would�prefer�to�add�a�few�dollars�to�our�bill�to�preserve�the�wetlands�and�the�
wildlife�that�you�are�going�to�invade�with�this�project.�We�purchased�this�land�and�built�our�home�with�the�fact�
this�land�would�be�preserved�and�we�have�done�so�for�19�years.�You�need�to�stop�looking�at�the�“cheapest�
way”�to�do�your�proposed�project�and�look�at�what�is�best�for�the�environment.�Invading�the�wetlands�of�our�
neighborhood�is�environmentally�unacceptable.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 6:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: wood Tue Nov  8 18:26:32 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�sherman�wood�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�plymouth�
�
Email:�woodylasolas@aol.com�
�
Phone:�763�557�0426�
�
Impact:��I�am�very�concerned�that�this�powerline�will�lower�the�value�of�my�home.�
�
Mitigation:�I�think�that�hwy�55�and�494�would�be�a�better�route.�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�18:26:32�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 6:23 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Adams Tue Nov  8 18:22:48 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Dennis�Adams�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�dnnsadams@msn.com�
�
Phone:�612�209�0180�
�
Impact:��I�believe�that�it�is�in�the�best�interest�for�the�healthy�quality�of�life��of�the�residents�along�the�planned�upgrade�
route�to�change�the�route�to�a�less�populous�one�such�as�along�Hwy�55.�I�realize�this�will�raise�the�cost�of�the�project�in�
the�short�term�but�prevents�litigation�cost�in�the�long�term�and�appreciates�the�health�and�welfare�of�the�residents�along�
the�proposed�line�upgrade�route.�
�
Mitigation:�Run�the�line�south�along�494�the�west�along�Hwy�55�to�the�sub�station.�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�18:22:48�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�



162

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 6:20 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Gullickson Tue Nov  8 18:20:13 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Holley�Gullickson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�stemigh@yahoo.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��Please�consider�routing�the�new�power�lines�along�55�and�494�rather�than�through�existing�neighborhoods.��
Thank�you.�
�
�
�
THings�to�consider:�
�
Health�implications�
�
Declined�property�value�of�homes�
�
Wetland�Impacts�
�
Right�of�Way�Impacts�
�
Cultural�and�aesthetic�reasons�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�18:20:13�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Holley [stemigh@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 6:14 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: no power lines

Dear Mr. Ek- 

I am writing to ask your consideration to route the proposed power lines along Hwy 55 and 494 NOT 
through existing neighborhoods. 

Thank you 

Holley Gullickson 
14810 41st Ave N 
Plymouth, MN  55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Laurie Borowick [lauriegb@msn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:43 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project

HI Scott, 

A concerned resident of Plymouth here... 

Please keep the 115kVpower lines out of the neighborhoods in Plymouth.  We are very concerned about property values, 
aesthetic and appearance in fine neighborhoods as well as the health implications.  

Following the Hwy 55 and 494 route is a much better alternative for everyone. 

Thank you. Please keep me updated on this project. 

Laurie Borowick 
lauriegb@msn.com
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Julie Rothstein [juliefoss@msn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:32 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project--Bridlewood & Churchill Farms

Hello�Scott.��We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�
Road.���

We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�
significantly�impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�
Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.�

The�proposed�high�voltage�power�line�will�cut�across�our�neighborhood�and�is�within�200�feet�of�my�
home.��It�will�introduce�significant�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�
inevitable�devaluation�of�our�property.�

We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�
alternate�routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�
far�fewer�homes.�One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!����

We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you�shortly.���All�of�these�
alternatives�would�use�the�existing�“Proposed�Route”�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�2�
blocks).�From�the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�ultimately�
to�Medina�Road�on�the�way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�need�to�
negatively�impact�over�100�homes�and�up�to�300�residents.�

We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�significant�
and�sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�properties�and�300�residents�of�our�community�very�serious.�
Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�important�issue.�

Sincerely,�
Julie�and�Myron�Rothstein
3615�Alvarado�Lane�N.
Plymouth,�MN��55446
763�478�8758
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Lisa Keller [ljkeller@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:26 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project--Bridlewood Farm and Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed 

Alternatives

Dear�Mr.�Ek,�
�
We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�neighborhood�that�is�located�west�of�Co.�Rd.�101�and�south�of�Medina�Rd.�in�Plymouth.��
We�were�recently�made�aware�of�the�Hollydale�115kV�Transmission�Line�project�that�is�proposed�to�cut�right�through�
our�neighborhood.��We�are�opposed�to�this�project�in�its�current�form�and�are�writing�in�support�of�a�letter�with�
comments�and�alternative�routes�that�will�arrive�under�separate�cover�from�our�neighborhood.���
�
Firstly,�we�are�upset�that�despite�the�fact�that�this�project�greatly�affects�our�neighborhood,�we�did�not�have�any�
representation�on�the�Advisory�Task�Force�that�was�formed�to�study�this�issue.�Secondly,�we�are�concerned�about�
various�effects�this�will�have�on�our�neighborhood,�including�health�and�safety�issues�for�our�residents�and�the�students�
at�our�local�elementary�school,�noise,�aesthetics,�damage�to�trees�and�wetland�areas,�and�a�decrease�in�our�property�
values.��The�alternate�routes�we�are�proposing�will�affect�far�fewer�homes,�and�in�a�case�like�this�we�believe�the�fewer�
people�impacted�the�better.�
�
We�hope�you�will�give�our�concerns�and�alternate�proposals�serious�consideration�and�give�our�neighborhood�a�voice�
that�it�so�far�has�not�had.��Thank�you�for�your�time.�
�
Jim�and�Lisa�Keller� �
18605�37th�Ave�N�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
���
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:23 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Sanil Tue Nov  8 17:23:19 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Gajendra�Sanil�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�sanilg@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��Can�you�please�let�us�know�what�route�is�this�planned?�
�
�
�
Is�it�possible�to�keep�this�as�far�as�away�from�the�homes�?�
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�If�this�is�planned�near�the�homes,�we�would�like�it�to�be�as�far�as�away�from�the�homes�as�possible.�Possibly�
along�the�Hwy�55�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�17:23:19�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: jennifer monson [jennifer_monson@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:22 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Xcel Energy Project

Dear Mr. Ek; 
I am a board member of the Holly Creek Village Townhome Association. I am concerned for the 108 
homeowners that I represent. I know that many of them have written emails to you about the Hollydale Project, 
115kV upgrade proposed by Xcel Energy. Here are the points I am most concerned about: 

- Proximity of centerline to homes. Eight townhomes are approximately 31 feet from the centerline, 
appearing to be within the easement.
- Damage to trees and changes in drainage area to access pole from Dunkirk Lane N. Xcel has said it 
would access the pole behind homes on Everest Lane N. from Dunkirk. Access from there would destroy 
mature evergreen trees and vegetation that separate homes from Dunkirk and from the neighboring 
single family homes. The ground is not level so the wetland drainage area would be altered as well. 
Even though construction should happen in winter, freeze-thaw cycles could force moisture near the 
altered drainage into the basements of homes close to the construction area. 
- Damage to property to access pole by 39th Court N. A fence at a home on 16955 39th Place N., that 
appears to run parallel to and nearly underneath the center line, would force the access route to the 
pole behind 39th Court N. entirely on to our association’s property. We realize that Xcel will replace 
trees and repair the turf, but our association will lose its maturing trees, affecting the aesthetics and 
resale value of 6 homes for several years. 
- Damage to property by Garland Ln. N. A similar situation exists next to a townhome at 3961 Garland 
Lane N., where the route with fewest trees is on association property.
- Concentrated number of homes close to the centerline prompting several attempted sales, lower 
home values for all. Several homeowners have expressed concerns over perceived health issues from 
living close to upgraded power lines. Since we have 15 homes within approximately 50 feet of the center 
line, having several homes go up for sale at the same time will drive down the sale prices. Our 
association seems to have the most homes closest to the centerline in the shortest length of the route of 
any location along the proposed upgrade.
- Homeowners not being able to sell and defaulting on dues. Our association’s financial stability 
would be damaged if homeowners near the line are not able to sell and they default on loans and 
homeowners association dues. We also have a limit on the number of rental properties, one of which is 
approximately 50 feet from the center line and less likely to sell quickly in the future. We do not want to 
be forced to allow more rentals, as that affects the home values of all homes. 

We appeal to the state and Xcel to consider routing the upgraded 115kV line along Hwy 55 and 494. If that is 
not viable, we request Alternative C. 
Sincerely, 

Jennifer Monson
Board of Directors, Secretary
Holly Creek Village

763-443-2077
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Paul Warosh [pwarosh@msn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:17 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Concern with Hollydale project

Dear Scott, 

I am writing in corncern to the Hollydale project proposed plan route, I live on 4720 Orchid Lane North and the plan 
would go thru my backyard along walking path.  I bought this home about 4 years ago and new there was a low level 
power line in the back of the 
yard but if it would have been a high voltage power line I would have never bought the house.  If I would have know 
they would have planned to upgrade to a high power line I would have not bought the house.  I am very concerned 
about the proximity of the power 
lines to the houses along the path as well as my very mature trees along the back lot line that would be within the 
easement and could loose.  This could cost me $1000's of dollars in home value.  The housing market has taken a big 
enough hit that it is putting  
pressue on home values and home owners and this may be the project that could kill my investment and cost me dearly 
in the long run.  I was at the last town meeting and one of the many home owners concerned about this project and 
would like to see it  
take the path of 494 south to hwy 55.  Thanks you for listening and I hope the Excel makes the right decision. 

I know it may sound like not in my back yard but what Excel Energy or Great River Energy employee would want it in 
their backyard?  I am sure no one would raise their hand!  Sometimes it should not be about the money and what would 
be the cheapest route. 

Thanks, 

Paul and Angela Warosh 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bala Srikantiah [BSRIKANTIA@deltak.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project #E002/ TL-11-152

Dear�Sir,�
�
Re:�PUC�Docket�#E002/TL�11�152�
�
I�am�a�resident�of�Conor�Meadows�neighborhood,�residing�at�4880�Narcissus�Lane�N,�Plymouth.�MN�55446.�
I�have�received�the�notice�from�State�of�Minnesota,�Energy�Facility�Permitting�on�the�route�permit�application�for�the�
above�project.�
�
Having�studied�the�different�proposed�routes,�I�am�of�the�opinion�that�Alternate�Route�Segment�B�is�not�a�good�choice�
as�it�adversely�impacts�more�residential�buildings�and�homes.�
�
Proposed�route�Segment�A�also�negatively�affects�residents�on�North/south�stretch�between�Schmidt�Lake�Road�and�
Rockford�Road.�
�
I�request�the�Public�Utility�Commission�to�consider�these�negative�impacts�on�residential�areas�and�to�relocate�the�
transmission�line,�running�it�from�Hollydale�substation�down�HWY�55�and�then�up�494�to�the�new�Pomerleau�Lake�
substation.�If�this�is�not�practical,�Alternate�Route�segment�A�should�be�considered�to�minimize�impact�on�homes.�
�
Plymouth�got�voted�as�one�of�the�best�places�to�live�and�let�us�keep�it�up.�
�
Sincerely�
�
Bala S. Srikantiah��
4880 Narcissus lane N 
Plymouth, MN 55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 5:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wood Tue Nov  8 17:08:35 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mary�Wood�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�mandswood@aol.com�
�
Phone:�61�817�4012�
�
Impact:��It�is�difficult�to�understand�why�a�line�would�be�put�in�that�is�strongly�felt�will�reduce�our�property�values.��At�a�
time�in�our�economy�that�homeowners�are�stuggling,�it�does�not�seem�appropriate�to�do�anything�that�would�hurt�the�
homeowners.��I�strongly�oppose�putting�this�line�in�our�neighborhood.��Mary�Wood�
�
Mitigation:�Please�select�an�alternate�route�that�has�less�impact�on�homeowners.�
�
Submission�date:�Tue�Nov��8�17:08:35�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 4:59 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Simmons Tue Nov  8 16:58:41 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Charles��Simmons�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�c.simmons@iaimn.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��Hello����I�was�made�aware�of�the�power�lines�that�could�be�going�in�near�my�home.�Since�I�recently�(yesterday)�
found�out�about�this�and�I�don't�know�all�the�facts,�but�I�find�it�hard�to�believe�you�would�put�these�large�power�lines�
right�next�to�homes,�a�park�and�wetlands����especially�since�I�understand�there�is�another�option�going�along�highway�
494�and�55����why�would�you�do�this?�
�
�
�
Even�though�these�power�lines�are�not�'right�in�my�backyard'�I�would�be�a�opposed�to�this�project����if�nothing�else�to�
make�sure�that�people�and�animals�are�not�in�harms�way�of�potential�health�implications����plus�what�a�way�to�ruin�the�
natural�look�of�the�park,�wetlands�and�the�neighborhood.�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�Hello����I�was�made�aware�of�the�power�lines�that�could�be�going�in�near�my�home.�Since�I�recently�
(yesterday)�found�out�about�this�and�I�don't�know�all�the�facts,�but�I�find�it�hard�to�believe�you�would�put�these�large�
power�lines�right�next�to�homes,�a�park�and�wetlands����especially�since�I�understand�there�is�another�option�going�along�
highway�494�and�55����why�would�you�do�this?�
�
�
�
Even�though�these�power�lines�are�not�'right�in�my�backyard'�I�would�be�a�opposed�to�this�project����if�nothing�else�to�
make�sure�that�people�and�animals�are�not�in�harms�way�of�potential�health�implications����plus�what�a�way�to�ruin�the�
natural�look�of�the�park,�wetlands�and�the�neighborhood.�
�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Chuck Simmons [C.Simmons@iaimn.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 4:51 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power Lines? NO [Scanned]

Hello – I was made aware of the power lines that could be going in near my home. Since I recently (yesterday) found out 
about this and I don’t know all the facts, but I find it hard to believe you would put these large power lines right next to 
homes, a park and wetlands – especially since I understand there is another option going along highway 494 and 55 – 
why would you do this? 

Even though these power lines are not ‘right in my backyard’ I would be a opposed to this project – if nothing else to make 
sure that people and animals are not in harms way of potential health implications – plus what a way to ruin the natural 
look of the park, wetlands and the neighborhood. 

Since I do live in the area (14620 44th Ave N.), can you please keep me informed on this project? 

Thank you, 
Chuck Simmons 
President 
Insurance Advisors 
LIFE ~ AUTO ~ HOME ~ BUSINESS & MORE 
… You name it - I’ll insure it! 
�: 763.398.4051 | �: 763.398.4083 | �: c.simmons@iaimn.com

“Why pay more, when you don’t have to” 

Insurance Advisors... Celebrating 43 years and representing 40 top rated insurance 

companies; providing great rates, great products and great service.
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Meg Stephenson [steph018@umn.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 4:34 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power Line In Bridlewood Farms

Hi Scott, 
We are writing to request that you consider moving the proposed power line in the Saddlebrook and Bridlewood 
Farm neighborhoods to one of the alternate locations.  We understand the need to upgrade, but this new power 
line upgrade would definitely be a negative to all of the homeowners in the area.  The alternative paths for the 
line, although they may add some challenges, would impact fewer homes and families. 
Thank you for acknowledging  our concerns and for considering an alternative route. 

Jim and Meg Stephenson 
3885 Yellowstone Ln N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
(763) 478-2064 

--
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: falkenbergm@comcast.net
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 3:52 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: 115kV line

Dear Scott, 
We live on 41st Av. which backs up to Rockford Rd. 
We are very concerned about the proposed line. We have many concerns, but we also worry 
about our property values. 
It would be so much better for the line to run by 494 and Hwy. 55 which is more commercial. 
Please keep us in mind. 
Thank you, 
Mary Ann Falkenberg 
14117  41st. Av. N. 
Plymouth, MN. 55446 
763-694-9553
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Trettel, Barb [btrettel@carlsonwagonlit.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:35 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152
Attachments: image001.gif

I am writing to let my opinion be known that I oppose the proposed route XCEL energy would like to 
use for the proposed Hollydale 115 KV Transmission Line.  I believe they should route this high 
voltage line down highways 55 and 494 where it would not affect my homes value or my neighbors.  I 
have lived in my house for 24 years and have enjoyed the wild life and surrounding ponds and 
swamps.  I believe the quality of our neighborhood would be dramatically changed forever if this goes 
thru.

15120 42nd ave N. 
Plymouth, Mn. 55446 

Thank you, 
Barb Trettel 

Barb Trettel|Account Specialist, ARC Accounting
Carlson Wagonlit Travel
phone 763-212-5936| fax 763-212-8232 
701 Carlson Parkway |Mailstop 8233| Minnetonka MN 
55305-8206 | USA
btrettel@carlsonwagonlit.com | www.carlsonwagonlit.com

��

�
�

�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: meadowmix@comcast.net
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2011 2:33 AM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Rebuild

November 9, 2011 

Mr. Scott Ek 

Minnesota Department of Commerce 

85 7th Place East 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2198 

Dear Scott: 

My family and I moved to the Bridlewood Farm community, located west of 101 South and south of Medina 
Road this past summer.   We were not aware of plans for the Hollydale Project (west of the Hollydale 
Substation) when we purchased our home.  I am writing to let you know we do NOT approve of the Xcel and 
Great River Energy rebuild west of the Hollydale Substation, as currently proposed. 

Our current property borders the easement that contains the existing power transmission line. This existing line 
was not of much concern to us, however, the proposed rebuild converts this line to a 115 kV and introduces 
many more concerns.  It will introduce significant adverse impacts including health and safety, noise, aesthetics, 
and the inevitable devaluation of our property including the impossibility to sell our home in the future. 

We are joining with the entire Bridlewood Farm and Churchill Farm neighborhoods to recommend several 
alternate routes. The current proposal impacts approximately 134 homes. There are alternatives which impact 
far fewer homes. One of the alternatives impacts as few as 33 homes. That is significant!

We understand these alternatives (F1, F2, F3, and G) are being submitted to you, if they haven’t already.   All of
these alternatives would use the existing “Proposed Route” from the Hollydale Substation to Highway 55 (1-2 
blocks). From the intersection of Hwy 55 and 101 South, the line would route to Brockton Lane and ultimately 
to Medina Road on the way to the existing GRE Medina Substation. These alternatives alleviate the need to 
negatively impact over 100 homes and up to 300 residents. 
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Thank you for your consideration in this important issue. 

Sincerely,

David & Julia Hyman 

3730 Urbandale Lane North 

Plymouth, MN  55446 

763-208-9824
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:07 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Philip Wed Nov  9 23:07:27 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Jain�Philip�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�jainpaulphilip@gmail.com�
�
Phone:�7632089307�
�
Impact:��We�have�been�homeowners�in�Plymouth�for�20�years�at�(4375�Niagara�ln�n,�Plymouth�55446).�We�have�been�
notified�of�the�proposed�installation�of�high�voltage�power�lines�to�replace�the�existing�power�lines.�The�proposed�90�
foot�steel�poles�will�carry�115�kV�of�power�which�should�not�be�located�in�a�densely�populated�residential�neighborhood.�
In�the�materials�and�map�we�received�from�Excel�Energy�in�July,�it�is�apparent�that�there�are�alternative�routes�for�the�
high�voltage�power�lines�that�do�not�go�directly�through�a�residential�area,�wetlands�and�Turtle�Lake�Park.�These�
alternative�routes�are�along�the�494�freeway,�County�Rd.�9�and�Schmitt�Lake�Rd.�These�alternative�routes�require�
additional�construction�and�thus�result�in�higher�costs�to�Excel�Energy�and�Great�River�Energy.��
�
�
�
We�are�concerned�about�the�possible�health�hazards�of�the�proposed�installation�of�high�power�lines�in�our�
neighborhood�and�the�adjacent�Turtle�Lake�Park�and�wetlands.�We�are�also�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�
impact�on�property�values�if�the�proposed�installation�of�these�90�foot�steel�poles�with�115kV�of�power�occurs�in�our�
neighborhood.�
�
Mitigation:�I�came�to�know�from�our�neighborhood�meetings�about�a�proposal�of�the�route�along�HWAY�55�&�HWAY�494�
which�is�affecting�hardly�any�neighborhood.�I�am�in�fully�favor�of�that�proposal.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�23:07:27�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Basco, Mark R. [MBasco@ThriftyWhite.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:48 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152.

Dear�Mr.Ek:�
�
I�object�to�any�consideration�of�Alternate�Route�B�for�the�following�reasons:�
�
����������The�impact�on�residents�that�purchased�or�built�their�homes�without�power�lines�along�their�property�and�without�
any�proposed�plans�to�construct�such�power�lines,�
����������The�cost�associated�with�acquiring�an�easement�r�land�rights�to�relocate�the�existing�transmission�lines�to�property�
where�no�such�easement�or�land�rights�exist,�
����������The�complications�of�securing�an�easement�and�to�acquire�land�rights�to�construct�power�transmission�lines�to�run�
along�(in�line)�with�the�existing�railroad�lines,�
����������The�decrease�in�property�value�of�15�20%�for�owners�along�Alternate�Route�B.��
�
I�support�keeping�the�power�lines�in�their�existing�location�as�the�home�owners�built�or�purchased�their�homes�with�full�
knowledge�of�the�location�of�the�power�lines�and�have�already�benefitted�from�the�adjustments�in�property�value.�
�
Thanks.�
�
Mark�Basco�
4725�Merrimac�Lane�North�
Sent�from�my�iPhone�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:16 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Blanck Wed Nov  9 22:15:56 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Thomas�Blanck�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�PLYMOUTH�
�
Email:�twblanck@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�612.812.3372�
�
Impact:��We�strongly�oppose�Xcel/Great�River's�proposed�plan�to�place�the�115V�line�in�our�backyard.��This�affects�our�
neighborhood's�home�values�and�tax�basis.��Not�fair�for�my�household�to�be�penalized�in�order�to�get�power�to�Medina,�
while�reducing�cost�to�utility�companies.�
�
�
�
As�Medina's�energy�needs�grow,�there�will�be�more�power�needed�in�the�near�future.��115V�lines�will�not�be�sufficient�
and�more�changes�will�be�needed.��This�will�prove�even�more�costly.��
�
�
�
There�are�a�lot�of�residents�opposed�to�this�plan.��May�not�be�easy�to�great�this�through.���
�
Mitigation:�Run�the�lines�on�494�and�55.��This�has�the�least�impact�on�residential�neighborhoods�and�is�the�best�long�
term�solution.��More�suitable�for�future�energy�increases,�less�impact�on�homes,�residents,�health,�taxes,�in�all���many�
more�people�pleased.��Probably�more�investment�cost,�but�it�can�be�rightfully�spread�out�over�all�Xcel�and�Great�River�
customers.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�22:15:56�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Erin Lew [erinlew@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Re: Hollydale project

Scott,�
Could�please�add�my�name�to�the�informational�e�mail�group.��Thank�you,�Erin�Lew�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Erin Lew [erinlew@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:07 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project

Scott,�
I�wanted�to�let�you�know�how�concerned�I�am�regarding�the�placement�of�the�proposed�power�lines�around�Turtle�Lake�
Park.��One�of�the�first�things�that�made�our�current�home�stand�out�from�others�we�looked�at�was�beautiful�Turtle�Lake�
Park,�including�the�extensive�trails.��Please�focus�on�using�494/55�as�a�route�for�power�lines.�
�
Thank�you�for�your�time�and�consideration.��Please�e�mail�us�if�you�have�any�questions.�
�
Sincerely,�
Erin�and�Bill�Lew�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: ppatnaik@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152 

Dear Mr. Ek: 

I am writing today to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-
152.

I live in Conor Meadows, on the proposed Alternate Route B that runs along the railroad tracks. I 
understand this upgrade needs to happen, but I would like to see it happen in such a way that it will 
benefit all of Plymouth. To that end, the line should be relocated so that between the Hollydale 
Substation and the new Plymouth Substation the line runs through Plymouth's commercial areas 
along highways 55 and 494 instead of through wetlands and residential areas as it does now. 

When this line was first built 40 years ago, Plymouth was mostly rural so the most direct route was 
used. However today we have a clear commercial corridor in Plymouth along highways 55 and 494 
where 90 foot steel towers are more appropriate. 

This also isn't only about people and property values - moving this line would dramatically decrease 
the amount of wetlands impacted as the line presently crosses over a mile of wetlands. We have an 
abundance of wildlife that use these wetlands and it is not often that we have an opportunity to 
reduce further impacts like we have now. 

If the 55/494 route proves to be unfeasible, I believe the line should not be shifted to the railroad 
tracks. Most of the homes on the existing line were built long after the transmission line was installed 
in 1971, so the impacts on property values and aesthetics were already present when they purchased 
their home. Our homes near the railroad tracks already suffer from the burden of their proximity to the 
railroad tracks, we should not add to it a new burden which was never envisioned when these homes 
were built five, ten, or even fifteen years ago. 

I understand this is a tough decision, and there is never a solution that makes everyone happy, but 
the vast majority of Plymouth - those on the line and those far removed from the line - want to see the 
Hollydale Transmission Line relocated to highways 55 and 494. I hope you will give the highway 
55/494 route the significant attention it deserves and that you will recommend this route in order to 
improve the quality of life for Plymouth residents and its wildlife. 

Thank you for your time. 

Regards 

Paddy and Sarita Patnaik 

Conor meadows Neighborhood 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Elliot Savoie [elliot.savoie@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:23 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear Scott, 

My wife and I are writing to you in regards to the proposed 115kV power line scheduled to be constructed 
through the Hollydale neighborhood.  This is concerning to us in particular due to the location of our home.  
Our address is 3904 Everest Lane, which is 30 feet from the proposed power line.  This would have numerous 
adverse effects for us and our neighborhood:

� Having a powerline within such close proximity to our home (30 feet from our bedroom and nursery 
windows) would adversely affect our health.  With significant exposure to my wife and I as well as our 
future family, this is simply not a risk that we are willing to take - we would absolutely look to relocate 
out of this neighborhood 

� We feel that this would diminish the value of our home. This powerline would detract from both the 
cultural and aesthetic appeal of our neighborhood, subsequently reducing home prices.  The alternative 
route, along 494 and Hwy 55, would not impact homes and neighborhoods to the extent that the 
Hollydale proposal would. 

� Further, this situation would circumstantially change the attributes of the neighborhood and our property 
in particular; had we known that a live powerline would be so close to our home, we certainly would not 
have made the decision to purchase our home three years ago.  While a powerline is presently in our 
back yard, this powerline has not been live and is much smaller in scale than the proposed 115 kV 
powerline. 

We understand that there may not be a perfect place to run a powerline of this magnitude.  But, while there may 
not be a right place, the Hollydale neighborhood would be an example of the wrong place to run a 115 kV 
powerline.  We are asking for your thoughtful consideration to construct this high-voltage powerline along the 
alternative 494 and Hwy 55 route, as far from homes as possible.  Please keep me informed of ongoing updates, 
and feel free to contact me directly if you would like to discuss this further at 612-735-0021 

Sincerely,
Elliot & Kelsey Savoie 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wagner Wed Nov  9 21:02:00 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Glenn�Wagner�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
�
�
a.�������According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�
power�line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�
a�power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
�
�
b.�������The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�
$9�million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�



15

�
�
�
c.��������A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
�
�
d.�������Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
�
�
�
e.�������The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
�
�
2)�������Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
�
�
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Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
�
�
3)��Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.���
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
2)������I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.�����
�
�
�
3)�������I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�21:02:00�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�



18

Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wagner Wed Nov  9 21:02:00 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Glenn�Wagner�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
�
�
a.�������According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�
power�line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�
a�power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
�
�
b.�������The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�
$9�million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�
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�
�
�
c.��������A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
�
�
d.�������Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
�
�
�
e.�������The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
�
�
2)�������Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
�
�
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Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
�
�
3)��Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.���
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
2)������I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.�����
�
�
�
3)�������I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�21:02:00�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 9:01 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wagner Wed Nov  9 21:01:19 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Lisa�Wagner�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�impacts�of�this�project�on�my�family,�neighbors,�and�the�
surrounding�areas.��My�concerns�about�this�proposal�are�threefold...�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������First�and�most�importantly,�I�am�concerned�about�the�potential�negative�health�impacts�of�living�near�these�high�
voltage�power�lines.��There�are�numerous�studies�that�point�to�increased�health�risks�when�living�in�the�vicinity�of�power�
lines,�particularly�for�young�children...�
�
�
�
a.�������According�to�a�study�in�the�Internal�Medicine�Journal�September�2007;���People�who�lived�within�328�yards�of�a�
power�line�up�to�the�age�of�five�were�five�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer.�Those�who�lived�within�the�same�range�to�
a�power�line�at�any�point�during�their�first�15�years�were�three�times�more�likely�to�develop�cancer�as�an�adult.�
�
�
�
b.�������The�California�Health�Department�issued�their�final�report�on�power�frequency�EMF�in�October,�2002.��This�7�year,�
$9�million�study�concluded�EMFs�can�cause�some�degree�of�increased�risk�of�childhood�leukemia,�adult�brain�cancer,�Lou�
Gehrig's�Disease,�and�miscarriage.�The�Evaluation�further�concludes�that�magnetic�fields�may�cause�suicide�and�adult�
leukemia.��This�study�used�a�standard�of�causation,�which�is�a�more�rigorous�test�than�the�more�common�standard�that�
seeks�to�demonstrate�of�an�association�between�EMF�and�many�of�these�diseases.�
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�
�
�
c.��������A�major�new�study�which�appeared�in�the�June�2005�British�Medical�Journal,�concludes�there�is�a�statistical�link�
between�EMF�from�power�lines�and�leukemia.��More�specifically,�this�study�found�that�children�whose�birth�address�was�
within�200�meters�of�an�overhead�power�line�had�a�70%�increased�risk�of�leukemia.�Children�living�200�to�600�meters�
away�from�power�lines�had�a�20%�increased�risk.���
�
�
�
d.�������Most�European�countries,�including�the�UK�and�Germany�have�prohibited�the�construction�of�transmission�power�
lines�near�homes�for�many�years.��
�
�
�
e.�������The�State�of�Connecticut�passed�by�overwhelming�margins�in�early�May�2004�a�law�that�requires�power�lines�to�be�
buried�if�they�pass�near�residences,�schools,�hospitals�and�other�sensitive�facilities.��As�a�followup,�the�Connecticut�
Council�study�showed�that�burying�long�lines�is�feasible.�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
These�are�but�a�few�of�the�research�studies�that�point�to�risk�or�other�government�research�that�has�resulted�in�
mitigating�actions.��While�some�may�argue�that�the�long�term�consequences�of�living�near�powerlines�are�not�yet�
conclusively�proven,�these�reputable�studies�are�enough�reason�to�be�deeply�concerned.�As�someone�with�a�concern�for�
young�children,�living�in�a�neighborhood�filled�with�more�than�20�young�children,�next�to�Providence�Academy,�a�school�
filled�with�more�than�900�children,�we�are�gravely�concerned�about�the�possible�health�consequences�of�new,�higher�
voltage�power�lines�that�are�part�of�this�proposal.�����
�
�
�
2)�������Secondly,�I�am�also�concerned�about�the�property�value�of�our�impacted�homes.��The�potential�for�changes�in�
property�values�due�to�the�proximity�to�a�new�power�line�has�been�well�documented.�Real�estate�appraisers,�utility�
consultants,�and�academic�researchers�have�studied�the�issue�of�how�to�assess�the�impacts�of�power�lines�on�property�
values�since�the�1950s.��The�perceived�value�of�property�may�decrease�in�value�because�of�concern�or�fear�of�possible�
health�effects�from�electric�or�magnetic�fields,�the�potential�noise�and�visual�unattractiveness�of�the�transmission�line,�
and�potential�interference�with�future�land�uses.�
�
�
�
While�the�evidence�of�the�effects�on�health�is�not�yet�conclusive,�it�is�recognized�that�people's�concerns�about�this�issue�
can�influence�their�decisions�related�to�purchase�of�property.�In�Criscuola�v.�Power�Authority�of�the�State�of�New�York,�
the�New�York�State�Court�of�Appeals�ruled�that�whether�the�danger�is�a�scientifically�genuine�or�verifiable�fact�should�be�
irrelevant�to�the�central�issue�of�its�market�value�impact.�The�visual�profile�of�transmission�lines�structures�and�wires�can�
also�decrease�the�perceived�aesthetic�quality�of�property.�These�conclusions�have�been�cited�in�several�court�cases�and�
legal�opinions.�
�
�
�
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Data�from�several�studies�show�the�potential�reduction�in�sale�price�for�single�family�homes�may�be�up�to�14%.���Adverse�
effects�on�the�sale�price�of�smaller�properties�(like�residential�homes)�could�be�greater�than�effects�on�the�sale�price�of�
larger�properties�(like�farms).��The�potential�economic�impact�for�homeowners�in�this�area�is�clearly�in�the�millions�of�
dollars.�
�
�
�
3)��Finally,�I'm�concerned�about�the�power�lines�on�the�beautiful�views�and�vistas�in�Plymouth,�as�well�as�the�effect�on�
wildlife.��We�often�see�deer,�coyotes,�fox,�etc.��While�this�concern�pales�in�comparison�to�the�concern�for�children's�
health,�nevertheless�this�would�have�a�significant�impact.���
�
�
�
�
�
Mitigation:�I�would�request�that�the�following�alternatives�be�considered�in�the�scope�of�the�assessment:�
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
1)�������I�would�request�you�consider�running�the�new�lines�from�just�East�of�the�existing�Hollydale�substation�down�
Highway�55�to�Interstate�494�North.��This�is�already�a�major�thoroughfare,�with�very�few�residential�properties�located�
along�it.��The�City�of�Plymouth�is�also�supportive�of�this�option,�as�are�hundreds�of�Plymouth�residents�(as�shown�by�a�
vote�at�the�last�public�hearing).���
�
�
�
2)������I�would�also�request�that�you�consider�mitigating�the�undeniably�negative�impacts�of�powerlines�by�requiring�
underground�burial�of�the�lines,�in�particular�through�areas�within�300�yards�of�residential�homes,�schools,�etc..��I�
imagine�this�would�be�of�additional�expense�to�the�utility�initially,�but�also�of�additional�benefit�in�providing�more�
consistent�service�through�our�harsh�weather,�and�potentially�saving�massive�rebuild�expenses�from�storms.��The�State�
of�Connecticut�has�legislated�this�requirement...�I�would�hope�Minnesota�would�consider�the�same.�����
�
�
�
3)�������I�would�also�request�that�the�Substation�Site�B,�behind�Providence�Academy�and�near�the�Hampton�Hills�
development,�not�be�considered�as�a�possible�option.��The�current�proposal�for�the�Substation�site�along�494�is�logical�
given�the�lower�residential�impact,�the�existing�high�voltage�transmission�lines�already�there,�etc.�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�21:01:19�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 8:32 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Clarkson Wed Nov  9 20:32:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Jil�Clarkson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�763�553�9919�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��I�live�in�the�Quail�Ridge�neighborhood.�I�am�opposed�to�the�proposed�power�line�path�in�our�neighborhood.�My�
recommendation�is�the�alternate�route�along�Interstate�494�and�Highway�55.�It�is�a�caring�city�council�(Plymouth)�to�
oppose�the�current�plan�and�stand�behind�their�residents.�Thank�you�for�your�time�and�understanding�of�this�matter.�Jil�
Clarkson�
�
Mitigation:�Alternate�route�would�be�along�Interstate�494�and�Highway�55.�(residential�and�families�less�affected)�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�20:32:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Valdez Wed Nov  9 19:55:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Edward��Valdez�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�efvaldez@msn.com�
�
Phone:�7632299455�
�
Impact:��The�environmental�impact�upon�the�quality�of�life�of�children�that�live�in�the�yards�and�neighborhoods�I�sense�
has�NOT�been�effectively�communicated�or�heard.��I�realize�that�this�section�of�the�population�does�more�living�than�
their�parent�or�parents�or�home�makers,�and�rely�and�depend�on�these�yards�and�neighborhoods�to�provide�the�safe�
environment�necessary�for�a�safe�existence.�
�
Mitigation:�The�494�and�55�route�is�realistically�the�least�encumbered�route�and�comports�with�the�highway�system,�
where�humans�are�sheltered�in�their�cars�from�RF�emissions�and�exposure.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�19:55:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: John Blake [jpblake40@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:16 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale project - proposed 115kV power line 

�
Mr�Ek,�
�
�
Please�consider�the�power�line�be�put�in�down�494�and�55�and�not��Country�Road�9�thru�our�neighborhood.��
�
I�currently�live�directly�off�County�Road�9�and�feel�this�would�hurt�the�value�of�our�homes�along�with�other�issues.�
�
One�of�the�things�I�liked�about�living�here�was�the�fact�that�we�did�not�have�power�lines�to�look�at.���
�
I�would�like�to�receive�updates�on�the�proposed��project�Hollydale�Project.����
�
Thank�you,��
�
Linda�Blake��
jpblake40@msn.com�
�
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: The Napiers [the-napiers@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 7:13 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket number:  E002/TL-11-152 - Hollydale 115 kV Transmission Line Project

Dear�Mr.�Ek,�
�
Regarding�the�proposed�115kV�Transmission�Line�Project,�I�am�going�to�send�several�emails�to�your�attention�each�
dealing�with�a�particular�position�or�concern.���
�
I�attended�the�October�26�public�information�meeting�at�the�Kelly�Inn.���
�
Please�consider�an�alternative�route�from�the�one�currently�proposed�by�Xcel�Energy�specifically�at�some�point�west�of�
the�existing�Hollydale�Substation,�diverting�the�transmission�line�north�to�the�Canadian�Pacific�Railway�right�of�way�(the�
Soo�Line�Railroad)�and�following�that�right�of�way�through�to�the�extension�of�what�Xcel�called�Alternate�Route�Segment�
B.��I�envision�this�northbound�route�as�far�west�as�the�extension�of�County�Road�118.�
�
Why:�
� It�would�have�minimal�impact�on�residential�areas,�minimizing�losses�of�property�values.�
� There�would�be�minimal�EMF�concerns�/�risks�
� As�the�line�would�be�far�from�populated�areas,�there�would�be�minimal�maintenance�and�access�concerns.�
� This�option�seems�to�maximize�the�use�of�existing�rights�of�way�–�though�it’s�possible�that�Xcel�doesn’t�hold�singular�

rights�to�the�rights�of�way.��However,�those�rights�of�way�are�granted�for�the�good�of�the�public,�not�Xcel.���
� The�tracks�have�minimal�grade�level�intersections.�
�
Thanks,�
Alan�Napier�
16520�39th�Avenue�North�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
Email:��the�napiers@comcast.net�
Phone:��763.557.9398�������
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: C. John Stanchina [cstanchina@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 6:11 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM); Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Cc: joseph.g.sedarski@xcelenergy.com; mparlow@GREnergy.com; jjohnson@plymouthmn.gov; 

'Stanchina, Nicole'
Subject: In support of the Proposed Route for the 115kV transmission line in Plymouth

I write to you on behalf of me and my wife, Nicole, in support of the proposed route for the 115kV transmission line in 
Plymouth.

The primary reason for our support lies in our belief that the route proposed by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy seems 
to be the least disruptive in terms of adverse incremental impact on the quality of life for the citizens of Plymouth.  Put quite 
simply, people who purchased homes in close proximity to the existing 69kV line, knew that they were buying property 
adjacent to, or in view of, power lines – much like we were aware that we were buying property immediately adjacent to the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad. 

We also write in staunch opposition to Alternate Route Segment B.  The resale attractiveness of our property is already 
burdened by our proximity to the CP Rail line (our master bedroom is fewer than 50 yards from the track centerline).
Reducing the appeal of our property further by running 115kV power lines along the RR right of way, is unacceptable and 
unnecessary.  Further, we are already faced with a pending reduction in our quality of life as the result of an erosion 
mitigation project approved by the City of Plymouth.  This project, slated to begin on or after December 1, 2011, will require 
the harvesting of hundreds of trees that presently provide a visual and sound buffer between the Conor Meadows Single 
Family Homes and the Conor Meadows Coach Homes, in the interest of controlling erosion-related property loss as well as 
erosion-related water quality degradation, because of presently uncontrolled water flow from south of the CP Rail line, north 
to Elm Creek.  The need to harvest any trees in realization of Alternate Route Segment B to facilitate the placement of line 
towers would only serve to exacerbate the insult to our already soon-to-be diminished quality of life. 

All of that said, if the budget for this project allows, we could secondarily support both Alternate Route Segments A and C.
Given that these alternate route segments appear to run more along commercial routes, as opposed to residential routes, 
approval of these alternate route segments would be consistent with our primary view that the incremental adverse impact 
on the quality of life for the citizens of Plymouth should be minimized. 

Thank you for your consideration of our thoughts. 

Respectfully, 
C. John (and Nicole) Stanchina 
Director and Treasurer, Conor Meadows Coach Homes HOA 
4815 Jewel Lane N Unit A 
Plymouth
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:42 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Wold Wed Nov  9 17:41:54 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Dale�Wold�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�woldd@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�550�1256�
�
Impact:��Health�implications�of�having�high�voltage�power�lines�this�close�to�residences,�unrecoverable�damage�to�
property�values,�aesthetic�eyesore�for�multiple�neighborhoods�and�public�parks,�negative�impact�on�Minnesota's�
wetlands.�
�
Mitigation:�Reroute�the�high�voltage�power�line�through�I�494�/�Hwy�55���avoids�virtually�all�the�issues�listed�above,�most�
notably�avoiding�neighborhoods�and�parks.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�17:41:54�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Frank Wed Nov  9 17:27:18 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�mark�Frank�
�
County:��
�
City:�plymouth�
�
Email:�frankfamil6@gmail.com�
�
Phone:��
�
Impact:��we�dont�need�it�come�thru�our�neighborhood�and�turtle�park�where�kids�play�
�
Mitigation:�route�it�dow�55�and�then�494�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�17:27:18�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mis [5pu5bl5ic@usa.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:21 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No E002/TL-11-152

Regarding Proposed Hollydale 115kV Transmission Line Project: 

1          We are concerned about health issues from higher power transmission lines running 
through our backyards. 
2          We are concerned about tree preservation and the impact on property values along the 
proposed route. 
3          We are not customers of Xcel and wonder why the route is proposed to run through 
Medina.
4          We suggest that the Xcel route follow CR24 west to the substation or run south of 
CR24, which is an alternate proposal by Xcel. 
5          We suggest that Xcel agree to run fiber optic conduit along its route in order to 
facilitate high-speed broadband access to this area, which is in a Dead Zone that is redlined 
by all local broadband providers. 

Thank you. 

Chris and Judy Mallett 
2492 Willow Drive 
Medina MN 55340 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:12 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Bloom Wed Nov  9 17:12:15 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Landon�Bloom�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:�7633501024�
�
Impact:��I�don't�think�it�is�safr�or�healthy�to�be�exposed�to�the�EMF.�Also,�my�parents�home�will�lose�value�and�they�are�
struggling�enough�in�todays�economy�to�put�3�kids�through�college.�
�
Mitigation:�494/55�route.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�17:12:15�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 5:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Moe Wed Nov  9 17:09:10 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Jon�Moe�
�
County:��
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�ajmoe@msn.com�
�
Phone:�952�292�9447�
�
Impact:��I'm�concerned�the�Hollydale�115Kv�project�will�have�a�significant,�negative�impact�on�my�property�value.��
�
Mitigation:�I�agree�with�many�of�my�neighbors�that�a�better�option�would�be�an�alternate�route�along�Interstae�494,�and�
Highway�55.��
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�17:09:10�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Tan EnhuiPeng Ping [enhuipp@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:55 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM); Kirsch, Raymond (COMM)
Subject: FW: Hollydale Project GÇô Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed 

Alternatives

Importance: High

From: enhuipp@hotmail.com
To: scott.ek@state.mn.us
Subject: Hollydale Project GÇô Bridlewood & Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives 
Date: Tue, 8 Nov 2011 15:37:04 +0000 

November�7,�2011
�
Mr.�Scott�Ek
Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce
85�7th�Place�East
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198
�
Dear�Scott:
�
We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�Road.��
�
We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�
significantly�impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�
Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.
�
The�existing�power�transmission�line�either�cuts�across�our�community�(FOR�HOMEOWNERS�DIRECTLY�
AFFECTED,�PLEASE�REPLACE�WITH�“CUTS�ACROSS�OUR�PROPERTIES”).�It�is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�
our�community�property�and�across�our�community�and�wetland�(FOR�HOMEOWNERS�DIRECTLY�AFFECTED,�
PLEASE�REPLACE�WITH�“property�and�wetland”).�The�proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kV��and�
introduces�many�more�concerns.�It�will�introduce�significant�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�
noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�inevitable�devaluation�of�our�property.
�
We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�
alternate�routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�
far�fewer�homes.�One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!���
�
We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven’t�already.���All�
of�these�alternatives�would�use�the�existing�“Proposed�Route”�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�
2�blocks).�From�the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�
ultimately�to�Medina�Road�on�the�way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�
need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�homes�and�up�to�300�residents.
�
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We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�(FOR�
HOMEOWNERS�DIRECTLY�AFFECTED,�PLEASE�INSERT�“DIRECT�DAMAGING�IMPACT�TO�OUR�PROPERTY�AS�
WELL�AS�THE”)�significant�and�sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�properties�and�300�residents�of�our�
community�very�serious.�Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�important�issue.
�
�
Sincerely,
�
Enhui�Tan
18370�37th�Place�Noth
Plymouth,�MN�55446
Plymouth,�MN��55446
763�218�1107
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Tan Wed Nov  9 16:53:52 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Enhui�Tan�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�enhuipp@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�3195940618�
�
Impact:��November�7,�2011�
�
�
�
Mr.�Scott�Ek�
�
Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce�
�
85�7th�Place�East�
�
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198�
�
�
�
Dear�Scott:�
�
�
�
We�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�community,�located�west�of�101�South�and�south�of�Medina�Road.���
�
�
�
We�have�just�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�(west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation)�will�significantly�
impact�our�neighborhood.��We�are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy�
rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�Substation,�as�currently�proposed.�
�
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�
�
The�existing�power�transmission�line�either�cuts�across�our�community�(FOR�HOMEOWNERS�DIRECTLY�AFFECTED,�
PLEASE�REPLACE�WITH�"CUTS�ACROSS�OUR�PROPERTIES").�It�is�already�an�unsightly�eyesore�along�our�community�
property�and�across�our�community�and�wetland�(FOR�HOMEOWNERS�DIRECTLY�AFFECTED,�PLEASE�REPLACE�WITH�
"property�and�wetland").�The�proposed�rebuild�converts�this�line�to�a�115�kV��and�introduces�many�more�concerns.�It�will�
introduce�significant�adverse�impacts�including�health�and�safety,�noise,�aesthetics,�and�the�inevitable�devaluation�of�our�
property.�
�
�
�
We�are�joining�with�the�entire�Bridlewood�Farm�and�Churchill�Farm�neighborhoods�to�recommend�several�alternate�
routes.�The�current�proposal�impacts�approximately�134�homes.�There�are�alternatives�which�impact�far�fewer�homes.�
One�of�the�alternatives�impacts�as�few�as�33�homes.�That�is�significant!����
�
�
�
We�understand�these�alternatives�(F1,�F2,�F3,�and�G)�are�being�submitted�to�you,�if�they�haven't�already.���All�of�these�
alternatives�would�use�the�existing�"Proposed�Route"�from�the�Hollydale�Substation�to�Highway�55�(1�2�blocks).�From�
the�intersection�of�Hwy�55�and�101�South,�the�line�would�route�to�Brockton�Lane�and�ultimately�to�Medina�Road�on�the�
way�to�the�existing�GRE�Medina�Substation.�These�alternatives�alleviate�the�need�to�negatively�impact�over�100�homes�
and�up�to�300�residents.�
�
�
�
We�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�We�consider�the�(FOR�HOMEOWNERS�
DIRECTLY�AFFECTED,�PLEASE�INSERT�"DIRECT�DAMAGING�IMPACT�TO�OUR�PROPERTY�AS�WELL�AS�THE")�significant�and�
sometimes�devastating�impact�to�over�100�properties�and�300�residents�of�our�community�very�serious.�Thank�you�for�
your�consideration�in�this�important�issue.�
�
�
�
Sincerely,�
�
�
�
Enhui�Tan�
�
18370�37th�Place�Noth�
�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
319�594�0618�
�
Mitigation:�The�alternative�route�with�less�residential�house�in�vincity�will�have�much�less�impact�on�people�and�will�be�
much�better.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�16:53:52�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Angela Breuing [krisandangela@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project Bridlewood Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives

November�8,�2011�

�

Mr.�Scott�Ek�
Minnesota�Department�of�Commerce�
85�7th�Place�East�
St.�Paul,�MN��55101�2198�
�
Dear�Scott:�
�
We�have�just�recently�been�made�aware�that�the�pending�Hollydale�Project�will�significantly�impact�our�property.��We�
are�writing�to�let�you�know�we�do�NOT�approve�of�the�Xcel�and�Great�River�Energy�rebuild�west�of�the�Hollydale�
Substation,�as�currently�proposed.�
�
My�husband�and�I�live�in�the�Bridlewood�Farm�neighborhood�at�3635�Urbandale�Lane�North.��We�have�six�children,�ages�
16,�9,�7,�7,�7�and�4.���The�existing�power�lines�are�in�our�backyard�and�turn�to�come�up�on�the�side�of�our�next�door�
neighbor’s�house�and�along�the�play�area�of�the�school�which�my�children�pass�under�on�a�daily�basis�to�go�to�school.���
They�also�pass�under�these�wires�numerous�other�times�to�play�soccer,�hit�golf�balls�and�go�the�Greenwood�Elementary�
School’s�playground.��In�order�to�go�to�school�we�have�to�cross�our�next�door�neighbor’s�property�which�according�to�
FHA�guidelines�would�be�considered�a�hazardous�area�if�this�proposed�high�voltage�line�were�to�be�put�there.���This�is�
troubling�to�a�mom�who�works�very�hard�to�make�sure�that�our�kids�are�safe.��Our�pediatrician�asks�us�every�time�we�see�
him�if�the�kids�wear�bike�helmets,�but�now�would�he�ask�us�if�they�wear�lead�suits�when�walking�to�school�or�when�their�
soccer�team�is�scheduled�to�play�on�the�Greenwood�Elementary�Fields?���I�know�that�is�extreme�and�unlikely�and�sounds�
like�crazy�talk,�but�I�don’t�have�to�tell�you�that�our�parenting�era�right�now�is�super�sensitive�to�dyes,�chemicals�and�all�
the�like�and�there�are�numerous�parents�that�would�freak�out�if�their�kids�were�to�go�outside�at�school�and�play�next�to�
the�high�voltage�power�lines�that�line�the�school�property.���
�
�
Orrin�Thompson�was�the�builder�of�the�homes�in�our�neighborhood.��He�built�our�house�for�his�daughter�and�her�family�
and�put�it�on�the�best�lot�in�the�neighborhood.���It�looks�out�onto�the�beautiful�protected�wetland.��There�are�power�lines�
out�there,�but�they�have�wooden�poles�which�blend�in�with�the�natural�landscape�that�is�there.��Orrin�Thompson’s�
daughter’s�family�grew�to�13�plus�children�and�they�outgrew�this�home�that�we�currently�now�own.���We�paid�a�big�home�
price�because�of�the�location�that�Orrin�Thompson�thought�was�the�best�for�his�child�and�we�agreed�that�it�would�be�the�
perfect�place�for�our�big�family.��We�also�pay�higher�taxes�based�on�our�location.��Our�home�is�the�most�expensive�thing�
we�own�and�is�our�biggest�investment.���If�the�power�lines�happen,�our�home�value�would�crumble�and�that�would�have�
a�devastating�impact�on�us�as�well�as�the�ripple�effect�to�the�rest�of�the�neighborhood.���
�
I�urge�you�to�consider�the�alternate�routes�which�have�been�carefully�mapped�out�by�the�concerned�neighbors�of�the�
Bridlewood�and�Churchill�Farms�community.��I�support�all�of�the�comments�and�would�direct�you�to�all�of�them�as�well.���
It�would�impact�fewer�residents�and�would�not�be�close�to�as�many��homes�and�an�elementary�school.��We�are�supposed�
to�protect�our�wetlands�behind�our�home�and�not�build,�plant,�or�dump�anything�there.��We�respect�that�and�take�care�
of�it�and�it�gives�us�the�most�amazing�view�and�the�wildlife�constantly�educates�and�amazes�us.��We�respect�that�area�as�
it�is�protected�by�law�and�I�ask�you�to�do�the�same�and�respect�that�protected�area�and�not�put�huge�steel�beams,�cause�
unnecessary�noise�and�cause�health�and�safety�concerns�to�all�of�us�and�well�as�the�inevitable�property�devaluation.���
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�
�
I�trust�that�you�will�present�our�case�with�all�due�seriousness�and�compassion.�I�give�you�the�perspective�of�a�concerned�
mom�with�six�children�and�it�is�my�job�to�raise�them�the�best�that�I�can.���Thank�you�for�your�consideration�in�this�
important�issue.�
�
�
Sincerely,�
�
Angela�Breuing�
3635�Urbandale�Lane�North�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
763.478.5252�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: inga_rose@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:21 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Regarding the proposal115kV power line

Dear Scott! 
I live in Plymouth from 1992 and I think this is a great city to live in! 
And I want it this way as much as all my neighbors! 
Hope it will be everything done to build the power line as far as possible from our homes. 
Don't we want to stay healthy and happy? 
Warmly,
Inna Sicard. 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: tjmorse@q.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No E002/TL-11-152

I oppose the transmission line project through the Quail Ridge development and support an alternate option of a route 
down Highway 55 to 494. I believe the proposed route through our residential neighborhood would negatively impact the 
value of our house and the health of my family. Our family moved into the neighborhood close to four years ago. One of 
the advantages this house had was the fantastic view out the back porch of the wetland behind the house. The noise and 
view of a large power line out that back porch would be detrimental to our enjoyment of our home. Also, I would be 
uncomfortable sending my young children outside to play on their swing set if there was a large active power line so near. 
Due to fallen house values, there would not be an opportunity for my family to move elsewhere. I also fear a new large 
power line would drive away potential buyers and cause the value of my house to be reduced even further. I feel it is 
unfair to put our family in this position when an alternate route less residential is available. Thank you for this opportunity
to voice my concern.

Tim Morse
4150 Orchid Ln N
Plymouth,MN 55446
763-258-8337
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: PETER J TRETTEL [ptrettel@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 4:02 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale 115kV Line

Dear Scott, 
 Chalk up another no vote for the current proposal. 
 We live at 15120 42nd ave.n in Plymouth. The line would run 2 doors down from us. I would rather not see those power 
poles while grilling on my deck, not to mention putting up with the buzzing. 
 We have already taken a hit on our property value, and can't afford another hit. 
                                        Thank you for your time, 
                                                         Peter Trettel 763-557-0603 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:54 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Engebretson Wed Nov  9 15:53:49 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mark�Engebretson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�plymouth�
�
Email:�mengeb1684@aol.com�
�
Phone:�763�213�9445�
�
Impact:��I'd�like�to�express�my�concern�for�adding�new�larger�powerlines�through�so�many�neighborhoods.��I'm�sure�
everything/anything�I�could�say�has�been�addressed�by�more�than�one�person�already.��There�are�numerous�wetlands�
along�every�other�route�what�would�be�disturbed�whether�it�be�waterfowl�or�creatures�on�the�ground.��The�amount�of�
deforestation�that�would�occure�is�unexceptable,�we�have�limited�woods�left�in�the�city�and�we�need�to�hold�on�to�and�
protect�what�is�left.��The�sheer�proximity�that�these�poles�would�be�to�homes�is�unexceptable�when�there�is�alt.�route�
along�55/494,�EMF�is�a�hot�topic�and�there�is�still�inconclusive�evidence�that�is�causes�harm,�but�research�is�showing�that�
it�does.��I�do�believe�people�are�harmed�by�EMF,�and�the�amount�put�out�by�these�lines�and�the�proximity�of�homes�will�
cause�people�to�get�ill�at�some�point.��We�do�not�want�this�to�be�the�next�esbestos�debacle.��If�we�are�unsure�of�the�
harm�they�we�should�play�it�safe�and�not�risk�peoples�health�when�there�is�no�need�to.�
�
Property�values�will�drop!!��If�the�combined�value�of�the�dollars�lost�for�taxation�and�resale�values�is�calculated�it�is�over�
2�million�that�will�be�out�of�residence�pockets�and�lost�revenue�to�the�state�and�city.��After�more�research�and�
information�i�feel�we�have�not�been�told�the�whole�truth�by�excel.��Currently�they�do�not�even�own�the�poles/route�and�
it�needs�to�be�purchased�from�GRE.��The�poles�are�a�backup�and�are�hardly�in�use�and�when�they�are�they�are�supplying�
energy�to�our�western�neighbors.��the�new�poles�will�be�in�use�fulltime,�please�do�not�make�the�residence�in�plymouth�
the�sacraficial�lambs�to�supply�power�to�another�city!��Residence�DO�NOT�WANT�these�lines�through�our�nieghborhoods,�
there�is�a�better�route,�55/494.�����
�
Mitigation:�By�far�the�best�route�to�use�is�the�hwy�55/494�corridor,�this�keeps�these�huge�powerlines�where�they�should�
be,�along�highways�and/or�commercial�complexes.��I�realize�this�will�not�completely�remove�them�from�impacting�
residential�but�it�is�the�route�that�impacts�them�the�least.��If�that�route�is�not�feasible�due�to�an�engineering�or�legal�
constraint�then�accepting�alt.�route�C�&�A�which�is�more�direct�and�keeps�the�poles�out�of�the�very�tightly�packed�
neighborhood�south�of�providence�academy.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�15:53:49�2011�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:48 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Spieker Wed Nov  9 15:48:25 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Diana�Spieker�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�Dspieker@q.com�
�
Phone:�763�559�5216�
�
Impact:���
�
11/9/2009�
�
�
�
I�live�on�Turtle�Lake�Park.�I�would�like�see�an�altrenative�route�used�for�the�high�voltage�power�lines.�There�would�be�two�
playgrounds�and�a�soccer�field�very�close��to�the�proposed�route�for�these�new�lines.�I�feel�for�people�that�will�have�these�
in�their�back�yards.�People�use�the�walking�paths�every�day�on�Turtle�Lake�Park.�In�the�summer�Turtle�Lake�has�three�
white�swans,�ducks�and�geese�that�use�the�lake,�inspite�of�the�lake�being�small.�These�poles�are�huge�and�very�unsightly.�
Iam�concerned�about�health�issues�due�to�the�highvoltage.�Hopefully�there�is�another�plan�instead�of�interrupting�our�
great�neighborhood.�I�live�directly�across�from�the�wet�lands�and�playground.�The�view�right�now�is�beautiful.�Also�I�am�
concerned�about�property�values�decreasing�even�more�then�they�are�now.�
�
�
�
Thank�you,��
�
Diana�Spieker�
�
�
�
Thank�you,�
�
Diana�Spieker�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: cwind923@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:27 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Excel Power Transmission Line Route-Plymouth

We are writing in regard to the proposed power line Alt. B plan as well as the over all 
proposal. 

Our home is located at 17185 49th Avenue North, Unit C 

This building is located within feet of the railroads right of way and we oppose the possibility of a 
power line running along the rail tracks.  Our property values have declined in the past 5 years to the 
point that it is valued at less than we paid for it.  At this time it takes up to a year or more for any of us 
to sell our units and when they are sold they are at even greater loss.  You can say whatever you 
want, when you live with a railroad running up to 20-26 times a day....your property value declines...it 
is just a fact.  IF a power transmission line/poles would also be part of the picture here we know the 
loss will be magnified. 
In addition, there would be a loss of trees and small woods growth that helps keep the sound level 
down.  It would also impact our visual and the view from our home would be railroad tracks and 
power poles/lines. 

We have concerns with the magnetic field for the proposed power lines. One of us has a 
pacemaker/defibrillator and is sensitive to magnetic forces.  You can also say what you want about 
the safety of power lines but we are not convinced.  We have some issues with electricity effecting 
electronic equipment.  Already our TV reception is compromised when a train goes by the 
house.....20-26 times a day....and suspect that high voltage hum from the proposed power lines will 
add to that interference.  We don't want to live under humming power lines! 

We are retired and living on a minimal fixed income and it will be impossible for us to take the 
financial loss of having to sell our home thus making the remaining portion of our lives to be lived in 
misery.

Since we do not want to pit one neighborhood against another we feel that it is in the best interest of 
our community to have the proposed power line run along HWY#55 east to 494. 
IF that should not be possible, why not use the corridor running already on Rockford Road and run 
east to 494? 

Please listen to the community...they unanimously requested the 55/494 route at the meeting held on 
October 26th. 

Gerald and Gail Cullinan 
17185-C 49th Avenue N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Martin Wed Nov  9 15:21:31 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�James�Martin�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:��
�
Phone:�763�557�7357�
�
Impact:��I�am�concerned�that�the�proposed�high�voltage�power�line�is�being�placed�in�an�area�that�was�not�designed�to�
handle�the�size�of�the�line.��With�the�position�of�our�house�on�the�lot,�the�expanded�easement�of�the�proposed�line�will�
come�very�close�to�our�home.�
�
�
�
The�upgraded�line�will�effect�the�value�of�our�property�and�present�health�concerns.�
�
Mitigation:�There�is�an�alternate�route�being�proposed�that�runs�along�major�roadways�(highway�55�and�interstate�494).��
This�route�would�reduce�or�eliminate�the�proximity�of�the�power�line�to�homes.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�15:21:31�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:10 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Miskowiec Wed Nov  9 15:09:49 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�John�Miskowiec�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�PLYMOUTH�
�
Email:�johnmisky@gmail.com�
�
Phone:�7635530161�
�
Impact:��Members�of�the�board�and�panel.�I'm�sure�everyone�is�being�reasonable�but�I�have�to�ask.�How�can�you�ram�this�
powerline�through�a�residential�neighborhood�that's�been�here�for�years.�We're�not�recently�relocated,�we've�been�
paying�taxes�for�a�couple�of�decades�and�helped�shape�Plymouth�into�the�fine�city�it�is�today.�Without�us,�the�businesses�
along�55�and�494�wouldn't�have�considered�starting�up.�Second�question,�I'd�like�to�hear�how�each�of�you�would�react�if�
this�were�coming�through�your�backyards.�Finally,�that�powerline�cuts�right�though�a�park�(turtle�lake)�where�a�new�
childrens�playground�was�just�rebuilt...why�would�you�consider�placing�it�there?�
�
My�feel,ing�is�it�would�be�an�injustice�to�bring�the�line�through�the�residential�areas,�you�need�to�send�it�down�Hwy�55�
and�494!�
�
Mitigation:��
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�15:09:49�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: dwbuno@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:10 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power Line Upgrade in Plymouth, Mn

Dear Mr Ek, 

I am a resident of Wyndemere Farms in Plymouth and I am greatly concerned about the proposed upgrade to the 
referenced power lines.  As you consider the locatation of the proposed upgrade please consider the following: 

1.  The existing line was built in 1971, long before most of the homes along the existing line were built.  Those 
homeowners knew what they were getting when they bought their homes.  The commission would be acting irresponsibly 
to transfer the line away from those homes to an area where there have been no prior plans for a power transmission 
line.  We already live by the railroad tracks.  Please don't add to that burden by now installing a transmission line as 
proposed in Alternate Route Segment B. 
2.  If the goal is to reduce residential impacts, Alternate Route Segment B provides one of the least benefits of all of the 
alternative proposals. 
3.  For the greatest reduction on residential impact, the commission should consider relocating the line from the Hollydale 
substation, down Highway 55, and then up 494 to the new preferred Pomerleau Substation. 
4.  If 55/494 is not practical, since the current line most negatively impacts residents on the north/south stretch between 
Rockford Rd and Schmidt Lake Rd (Proposed Route Segment A), this line should be moved so that it continues east on 
Rockford Rd to 494 then north to the new preferred Pomerleau Lake Substation (Alternate Route Segment A).  This 
alternative reduces residential impacts by almost 2/3 and, like 55/494, shifts the line to the smallest number of new 
homes. 

Thank you for taking time to review my concerns. 

Regards, 

Doug Brown 
4669 Inland Court N 
Plymouth, Mn 55446  
612-865-4743 Cell  
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:08 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Bloom Wed Nov  9 15:08:01 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Kaitlin��Bloom�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�Kaitlintx8@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�6128051031�
�
Impact:��The�idea�of�constructing�100�foot�powerlines�in�my�neighborhood�raises�many�concerns.�Besides�the�obvious�
reason�of�the�powerlines�being�hideous,�they�bring�many�health�concerns.�And�being�a�young�adult�myself,�I�believe�that�
it�is�necessary�to�surround�myself�with�things�only�beneficial�or�mutual�to�my�health.�The�powerlines�create�radiations,�
which,�as�known,�is�bad�for�one's�health.�Why�would�it�be�smart�to�place�powerlines�in�an�area�surrounded�by�many,�
many�people�and�expose�every�one�of�those�people�to�radiation?�I�am�most�genuinely�concerned�for�the�young�children�
in�the�area.�I'd�appreciate�it�if�at�least�the�health�of�the�surrounding�people�would�be�considered�and�not�put�the�100�
feet�tall�powerlines�in�their�backyards.�
�
Mitigation:�Route�powerlines�along�494/55�corridor.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�15:08:01�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Kristi Olafson [kolafson55@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 3:07 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project

Mr. Ek,

I am a board member of the Holly Creek Village Townhome Association.  I am concerned for the 108 
homeowners that I represent.  I know that many of them have written emails to you about the Hollydale Project, 
115kV upgrade proposed by Xcel Energy.  Here are the points I am most concerned about:

- Proximity of centerline to homes.  Eight townhomes are approximately 31 feet from the 
centerline, appearing to be within the easement. 

- Damage to trees and changes in drainage area to access pole from Dunkirk Lane N.   Xcel has 
said it would access the pole behind homes on Everest Lane N. from Dunkirk .  Access from there 
would destroy mature evergreen trees and vegetation that separate homes from Dunkirk and from the 
neighboring single family homes.   The ground is not level so the wetland drainage area would be 
altered as well.  Even though construction should happen in winter, freeze-thaw cycles could force 
moisture near the altered drainage into the basements of homes close to the construction area.

- Damage to property to access pole by 39th Court N. A fence at a home on 16955 39th Place N. , 
that appears to run parallel to and nearly underneath the center line, would force the access route to the 
pole behind 39th Court N. entirely on to our association’s property.  We realize that Xcel will replace 
trees and repair the turf, but our association will lose its maturing trees, affecting the aesthetics and 
resale value of 6 homes for several years.

- Damage to property by Garland Ln. N. A similar situation exists next to a townhome at 3961 
Garland Lane N. , where the route with fewest trees is on association property.

- Concentrated number of homes close to the centerline prompting several attempted sales, 
lower home values for all.  Several homeowners have expressed concerns over perceived health issues 
from living close to upgraded power lines.  Since we have 15 homes within approximately 50 feet of the 
center line, having several homes go up for sale at the same time will drive down the sale prices.  Our 
association seems to have the most homes closest to the centerline in the shortest length of the route of 
any location along the proposed upgrade.

- Homeowners not being able to sell and defaulting on dues. Our association’s financial stability 
would be damaged if homeowners near the line are not able to sell and they default on loans and 
homeowners association dues.  We also have a limit on the number of rental properties, one of which is 
approximately 50 feet from the center line and less likely to sell quickly in the future.  We do not want 
to be forced to allow more rentals, as that affects the home values of all homes.

We appeal to the state and Xcel to consider routing the upgraded 115kV line along Hwy 55 and 494.  If that is 
not viable, we request Alternative C.    
   
Please do the right thing for the Plymouth residents - utility lines should not be near or on top of homes but follow major 
roadways through commercial districts.  
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Sincerely,
Kristi Olafson
16768 39th Avenue N
Plymouth, MN 55446
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: dbeversdorf@comcast.net
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 2:44 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hollydale Project - Bridlewood and Churchill Farms Comments and Proposed Alternatives

Dear Mr. Ek, 

We live in the neighborhood of Bridlewood Farms and have for 18 years.  Our home at 3610 Zircon 
Lane N is located within 100 feet of the proposed power line project stated above.  We, of course, are 
very opposed to such a project being run through our neighborhood and my backyard due to the 
increased health concerns and the resultant decline in property values that would result from such a 
project.

We know that you have been receiving a lot of information from other members of our community 
regarding this project and are very familiar with the alternatives we have proposed.  We desperately 
ask that you seriously consider our plight and consider an alternative, even though Xcel would have 
to incur increased costs to re-plan and route this power project.  Even if our alternative routes end up 
not satisfactory or too costly to Xcel, we ask that you consider another idea such as putting the lines 
underground for the relatively short distance through the impacted neighborhood(s).   We have heard 
that Xcel has a way to recoup the extra cost of such an alternative through increasing utility bills for 
residences near the lines  -  that is ok with us. 

We are truly scared about this.  We have heard there have been some studies about the health 
impact of high voltage lines, and although some are inclusive, many do point to significant health 
risks.

We are not just afraid of a property value decline;  we are wondering whether our property will be 
saleable "at all" !!! 

It just seems amazing to us that the State of Minnesota would allow a publicly-traded company (Xcel) 
to knowingly hurt its citizens with such an action, for a profit!  Also, we have heard the reason for this 
project is to add power to another community (Medina) for its future development.  If that is true, then 
we get hurt so that Medina and its developers prosper.  That is not fair either! 

Please help us by finding another way.  Please keep the dialog with us so we can come up with a 
better solution. 

Thank you for hearing our concerns. 

Tim and Diane Beversdorf 
3610 Zircon Lane N 
Plymouth,  MN  55446 

763-478-3225
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 2:40 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Fillmore Wed Nov  9 14:40:27 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Fred�Fillmore�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�fillm001@tc.umn.edu�
�
Phone:�763/557�6361�
�
Impact:��The�proposed�route�will�impact�residential�areas.�It�will�lower�all�ready�depressed�property�values�as�well�as�add�
potential�risks�to�residents.�
�
Mitigation:�The�route�should�follow�land�all�ready�deemed�as�right�of�way�for�HWYs�494�&�55.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�14:40:27�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mark Young [young@blue-rock.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 2:19 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152.

 In regards to: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152. 

Dear Scott: 

My wife and I adamantly object to any consideration of Alternate Route B for the following reasons: 

1. The negative impact on residents that purchased or built their homes without power lines along their 
property and without any proposed plans to construct such power lines at the time of purchase/building, 

2. The high cost to the city and/or county associated with acquiring an easement for land rights to relocate 
the existing transmission lines to property where no such easement or land rights exist,

3.  The complications of securing an easement and to acquire land rights to construct power transmission 
lines to run along (in-line) with the existing railroad lines,

4. The decrease in property value of 15-20% for owners along Alternate Route B, and  
5. The negative effects on the environment, including the likelihood of cutting down trees and placing 

towers in marshlands and wetlands (which contain a myriad of wildlife and plant life) along Alternate 
Route B. 

We do, however, support keeping the power lines in their existing location as the home owners built or 
purchased their homes with full knowledge of the location of the power lines and have already benefitted from 
the adjustments in property value. 

 Thanks for your consideration! 

�
Mark H. Young, J.D. 
Chief Financial Officer, Chief Operating Officer 
Blue Rock Advisors, Inc. 
445 East Lake Street 
Suite 120 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-229-8712 (direct) 
952-229-8700 (main) 
952-229-8701 (fax) 
young@blue-rock.com

Celebrating 20 years of low-net, long-short market-neutral investing! 
   
The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the named recipient(s) above.  This communication
may contain confidential information.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any delivery, distribution or 
copying of this e-mail and/or any of its attachments is strictly prohibited.  If this message has been addressed to you in error, please 
immediately alert the sender by replying to this e-mail and then delete this message and its attachments from your system.  Thank you.

Blue Rock Advisors, Inc. is a registered investment adviser and Blue Rock Global Partners, Inc. is a broker dealer, member FINRA & 
SIPC. 
�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Bridget.Coutinho [Bridget.Coutinho@target.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 2:16 PM
To: accent@isd.net; 'Linda Borowiec'; Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Becky.Fruechte@ebf.com; mnzooks@gmail.com; 'Tom Blanck'; lstay@comcast.net; 'Dale 

and TC Stover'; 'Tom and Michelle Sandberg'; 'Cort Cieminski'; jeanseik@yahoo.com; 
LHGB1400@aol.com; dp_md2001@yahoo.com; aiyengar@uswest.net; Lisa-
Marie.Hanson@kornferry.com; intouch.bobhanson@gmail.com; java4157@msn.com; 
sharebear249@q.com; cortandkaren@hotmail.com; jmg@visi.com; cathyfranke@msn.com; 
yanzhuji99@gmail.com; gramma5@visi.com; jborken@haworthmedia.com; 
kgaida@comcast.net; skjjlarson@comcast.net; francee@comcast.net; m_sush@yahoo.com; 
marcia1214@aol.com; lifland@comcast.net; jkravchenko@gmail.com; kkelze@comcast.net; 
tom.blanck@pkgengineer.com; suea@pbmn.com; daadalen@msn.com; 
nancy.aadalen@gmail.com; saroramd@gmail.com; jessie_ge2003@yahoo.com; 
paul_coutinho@msn.com; jdavenport@kpmg.com; jlkdavenport@gmail.com; schaaffamily1
@comcast.net; coutinhopaul99@gmail.com

Subject: RE: comment letter opposing the proposed Hollydale 115 Kv Project

Mr.�Ek,�
�
My�husband�&�I�and�our�two�children�live�in�our�home�at�3910�Zanzibar�Lane�N.�and�the�current�power�line�is�within�less�
than�50�feet�away�from�TWO�of�our�bedrooms.�It�is�a�potential�health�hazard.��
�
We�agree�the�best�route�is�Highway�55�to�I�494�and�hope�and�pray�you�will�make�the�correct�decision.���
�
Thanks�&�Regards,�
Bridget�and�Paul�Coutinho�
3910�Zanzibar�Lane�N.�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
�
From: Gregory Gittsovich [mailto:accent@isd.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:03 PM 
To: 'Linda Borowiec'; scott.ek@state.mn.us
Cc: Becky.Fruechte@ebf.com; mnzooks@gmail.com; 'Tom Blanck'; lstay@comcast.net; 'Dale and TC Stover'; 'Tom and 
Michelle Sandberg'; 'Cort Cieminski'; jeanseik@yahoo.com; LHGB1400@aol.com; dp_md2001@yahoo.com;
aiyengar@uswest.net; Lisa-Marie.Hanson@kornferry.com; intouch.bobhanson@gmail.com; java4157@msn.com;
sharebear249@q.com; cortandkaren@hotmail.com; jmg@visi.com; cathyfranke@msn.com; yanzhuji99@gmail.com;
gramma5@visi.com; jborken@haworthmedia.com; kgaida@comcast.net; skjjlarson@comcast.net; francee@comcast.net;
m_sush@yahoo.com; marcia1214@aol.com; lifland@comcast.net; jkravchenko@gmail.com; kkelze@comcast.net;
tom.blanck@pkgengineer.com; suea@pbmn.com; daadalen@msn.com; nancy.aadalen@gmail.com;
saroramd@gmail.com; jessie_ge2003@yahoo.com; Bridget.Coutinho; paul_coutinho@msn.com; jdavenport@kpmg.com;
jlkdavenport@gmail.com; schaaffamily1@comcast.net
Subject: RE: comment letter opposing the proposed Hollydale 115 Kv Project 

Mr.�Ek,�
We�also�share�our�neighbors�concerns�regarding�increasing�voltage�of�power�line�in�our�backyard.�
It�is�a�potential�health�hazard�and�effects�the�value�of�our�properties.�
�
Gregory�and�Lyudmila�Gittsovich�
3990�Zanzibar�Lane�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
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�
From: Linda Borowiec [mailto:Linda.Borowiec@mmicgroup.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:33 PM 
To: 'scott.ek@state.mn.us' 
Cc: Becky.Fruechte@ebf.com; mnzooks@gmail.com; Tom Blanck; lstay@comcast.net; Dale and TC Stover; Tom and 
Michelle Sandberg; Cort Cieminski; jeanseik@yahoo.com; LHGB1400@aol.com; dp_md2001@yahoo.com;
aiyengar@uswest.net; Lisa-Marie.Hanson@kornferry.com; intouch.bobhanson@gmail.com; java4157@msn.com;
sharebear249@q.com; cortandkaren@hotmail.com; jmg@visi.com; Linda Borowiec; accent@isd.net;
cathyfranke@msn.com; yanzhuji99@gmail.com; gramma5@visi.com; jborken@haworthmedia.com; kgaida@comcast.net;
skjjlarson@comcast.net; francee@comcast.net; m_sush@yahoo.com; marcia1214@aol.com; lifland@comcast.net;
jkravchenko@gmail.com; kkelze@comcast.net; tom.blanck@pkgengineer.com; suea@pbmn.com; daadalen@msn.com;
nancy.aadalen@gmail.com; saroramd@gmail.com; jessie_ge2003@yahoo.com; bridget.coutinho@target.com;
paul_coutinho@msn.com; jdavenport@kpmg.com; jlkdavenport@gmail.com; schaaffamily1@comcast.net
Subject: FW: comment letter opposing the proposed Hollydale 115 Kv Project 

Mr.�Ek:�
�
We�received�the�attached�copy�of�a�letter�sent�to�you�by�one�of�our�neighbors,�Cort�and�Karen�Cieminski.��I�am�writing�to�
tell�you�my�husband�and�I�share�in�their�opinions�and�concerns�about�the�Xcel�Energy/Great�River�Energy�Hollydale�
115Kv�Project�and�also�attended�the�meeting�on�10�26�11�at�the�Kelly�Inn.�
�
We�purchased�our�home�at�3920�Zanzibar�Lane�N.�after�expressing�concerns�about�the�power�line�that�runs�between�our
house�and�that�of�the�Coutinho�family.���We�each�have�a�35�foot�easement�which�means�a�total�of�only�70�feet�for�
utilities.�I�look�out�our�Master�Bedroom�window�at�this�line�daily�and�guess�it�is�less�than�50�feet�away�from�our�house.�
Therefore,�we�sleep�in�this�room�with�our�bodies�50�feet�or�less�away�from�the�voltage.�While�we�were�assured�by�our�
builder�the�voltage�was�not�dangerous�at�the�69Kv�level,�I�am�not�sure�I�would�have�purchased�my�house�with�a�115Kv�
and�potential�for�up�to�230Kv�in�the�future.�If�I�would�not�buy�it,�I�suspect�any�potential�buyer�would�have�the�same�
concerns.�
�
We�are�concerned�not�only�about�the�unsightliness�but�more�importantly,�about�the�health�concerns�a�high�voltage�line�
might�have�on�our�family.�And�lastly,�we�are�concerned�it�will�negatively�affect�the�value�and�potential�for�selling�our�
house�when�we�decide�to�down�size.�
�
We�agree�the�best�route�is�Highway�55�to�I�494�and�hope�and�pray�you�will�make�the�correct�decision.���
�

Linda and Stan Borowiec 
3920�Zanzibar�Lane�N�
Plymouth�MN.�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Amy.Morse@buffetsinc.com
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 2:01 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Comment form from Amy Morse, 4150 Orchid Lane N., Plymouth, MN 55446

I oppose the transmission line project through the Quail Ridge development and support an alternate option of a route 
down Highway 55 to 494.  I believe the proposed route through our residential neighborhood would negatively impact the 
value of our house and the health of my family.  Our family moved into the neighborhood close to four years ago.  One of 
the advantages this house had was the fantastic view out the back porch of the wetland behind the house.  The noise and 
view of a large power line out that back porch would be detrimental to our enjoyment of our home.  Also, I would be 
uncomfortable sending my young children outside to play on their swing set if there was a large active power line so near. 
Due to fallen house values, there would not be an opportunity for my family to move elsewhere.  I also fear a new large 
power line would drive away potential buyers and cause the value of my house to be reduced even further.  I feel it is 
unfair to put our family in this position when an alternate route less residential is available.  Thank you for this opportunity
to voice my concern.

Amy Morse
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Hunter Wed Nov  9 13:08:46 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Jeff�and�Claudia�Hunter�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�jeffdh@scc.net�
�
Phone:�763�557�8069�
�
Impact:��I�live�on�MN�Lane�1�block�from�Schmidt�Lake�Rd.��The�proposed�power�line�will�run�along�the�walking�path�
behind�the�houses�on�the�other�side�of�the�street.��I�use�the�path�3�4�times�a�week�for�walks.��This�is�an�extremely�
narrow�area,�with�existing�wood�poles�and�wires�running�within�feet�of�many�of�the�homes.��The�high�voltage�lines�
would�not�be�anywhere�near�the�30�feet�minimum.��There�is�just�no�room.��The�neighbor�hood�is�a�stable�area�of�Ply�with�
most�of�the�homes�couples�with�children.��The�high�voltage�lines�would�literally�be�in�the�yards�and�extremely�close�to�
homes.��I�would�not�walk�on�the�path�under�high�voltage�lines.��The�lines�will�cross�Schmidt�Lake�running�north�crossing�
Providence's�playing�fields,�directly�over�students�playing.��Not�wise.�
�
�
�
The�proposed�route�runs�almost�totally�through�residential.��It�is�not�good�for�home�values,�health�issues,�and�the�school�
district.��This�area�of�Plymouth�is�in�a�high�demand�area�of�Ply�Creek�Ele,�2�miles�from�the�HS.��The�types�of�students�
attending�the�schools�is�bright,�test�scores�and�abilities�high.��Thus�a�win�win�for�the�school�district�as�well�as�City�of�Ply.��
Bring�in�power�lines,�bring�down�property�values,�bring�down�the�calibar�of�persons�purchasing�the�homes,�bring�down�
the�school�district.��No�good�school�district,�parents�moving�on�to�other�areas.��A�catch�22.���
�
Mitigation:�There�are�alternative�routes�of�Hwy�55�and�494�in�which�to�run�the�lines.��These�routes�are�a�very�viable�
alternative�as�there�is�not�impact�of�existing�home�owners.��
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�13:08:46�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Jim Alviani [jim.alviani@updatelogic.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:08 PM
To: 'scott.ek@state.mn.us'
Cc: Martha Alviani (alviani6@comcast.net)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear Scott,
�
I am a Plymouth MN resident at 4410 Jewel Ct. N. and I am writing to voice our objection to any consideration of 
Alternate Route B for the following reasons: 

�The impact on residents who purchased or built their homes without power lines along their property and without any 
proposed plans to construct such power lines, 

�The cost associated with acquiring an easement r land rights to relocate the existing transmission lines to property 
where no such easement or land rights exist, 

�The complications of securing an easement and to acquire land rights to construct power transmission lines to run along
(in-line) with the existing railroad lines, 

�The decrease in property value of 15-20% for owners along Alternate Route B, and 
�The effects on the environment, including the likelihood of cutting down trees and placing towers in marshlands and 

wetlands along Alternate Route B. 

We support keeping the power lines in their existing location as the home owners built or purchased their homes with full 
knowledge of the location of the power lines and have  

already benefitted from the adjustments in property value. 

Sincerely,

Jim and Marta Alviani 
4410 Jewel Ct. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-383-6990 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:06 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Kittilson Wed Nov  9 13:06:04 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Aaron��Kittilson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth��
�
Email:�a_kittilson@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�612�849�9777�
�
Impact:��After�attending�countless�informational�and�community�meetings�on�this�project,�I�remain�opposed�to�using�the�
proposed�route�for�the�following�reasons:�
�
1)�Loss�of�property�value:�This�proposed�project�has�already�affected�the�property�values�in�my�neighborhood.�The�
owners�of�4330�Niagara�had�prospective�buyers�walk�away�from�a�purchase�agreement�when�this�proposed�project�was�
disclosed.�They�then�ended�up�selling�to�other�buyers�at�a�lower�price.�This�property�was�on�the�market�longer�and�sold�
at�a�lower�price�because�of�the�proposed�high�voltage�line.�The�centerline�of�the�proposed�steel�structures�is�
approximately�35�feet�or�less�from�the�front�of�the�houses�on�the�east�side�of�the�4300�block�of�Niagara,�and�is�also�this�
close�to�many�other�residential�properties�along�the�proposed�route.�The�proposed�route�will�undoubtedly�depress�
those�property�values�in�similar�ways.��
�
2)�Aesthetic�degradation/loss�of�vegetation.�The�proposed�tall�steel�structures�and�the�removal�of�mature�trees�and�
ornamental�plants�will�have�a�major�negative�visual�impact�on�the�neighborhoods�the�proposed�route�runs�through.��
�
3)�EMF�exposure.�The�unknown�effects�of�EMF�exposure,�especially�on�young�children�and�those�with�devices�such�as�
pacemakers�and�insulin�pumps.�Just�the�perception�of�harmful�effects�from�EMF�will�lower�property�values�along�the�line�
in�residential�areas.�
�
�
4)�Audible�noise�(buzzing/crackling)�from�the�lines.�The�proposed�route�puts�these�high�voltage�lines�in�very�close�
proximity�to�residential�decks,�doors,�windows,�walking�paths�and�parks.�The�audible�noise�from�these�lines�will�irritate�
residents�and�guests�and�lower�the�quality�of�life.��
�
5)�Interference�with�communication�signals�such�as�AM/FM�radio,�over�the�air�television,�etc.��
�
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Mitigation:�The�major�negative�effects�of�this�high�voltage�line�on�residential�properties�could�be�mitigated�by�running�
this�line�through�industrial�and�major�transportation�corridors�such�as�the�Hwy�494/Hwy�55�route�as�was�proposed�by�
the�task�force(ATF)�appointed�for�this�project.�There�has�been�overwhelming�community�support�in�favor�of�the�494/55�
alternate�route,�including�the�unanimous�recommendation�of�the�ATF,�the�official�endorsement�of�the�Plymouth�City�
Council�and�homeowners�associations�such�as�Quail�Ridge,�and�the�overwhelming�support�of�the�hundreds�in�
attandance�at�the�October�26th�open�house.�It�is�my�hope�that�The�State�of�Minnesota�hears�the�voice�of�it's�residents�
and�directs�Xcel�to�abandon�their�efforts�to�purchase�existing�69Kv�right�of�way�from�GRE�which�is�inadequate�for�a�high�
voltage�line.��Xcel�should�instead�be�directed�to�focus�on�utilizing�existing�and�new�right�of�way�along�Hwys�494�&�55�to�
execute�the�alternative�route.�Thank�you�for�your�consideration.��
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�13:06:04�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Gregory Gittsovich [accent@isd.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:03 PM
To: 'Linda Borowiec'; Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: Becky.Fruechte@ebf.com; mnzooks@gmail.com; 'Tom Blanck'; lstay@comcast.net; 'Dale 

and TC Stover'; 'Tom and Michelle Sandberg'; 'Cort Cieminski'; jeanseik@yahoo.com; 
LHGB1400@aol.com; dp_md2001@yahoo.com; aiyengar@uswest.net; Lisa-
Marie.Hanson@kornferry.com; intouch.bobhanson@gmail.com; java4157@msn.com; 
sharebear249@q.com; cortandkaren@hotmail.com; jmg@visi.com; cathyfranke@msn.com; 
yanzhuji99@gmail.com; gramma5@visi.com; jborken@haworthmedia.com; 
kgaida@comcast.net; skjjlarson@comcast.net; francee@comcast.net; m_sush@yahoo.com; 
marcia1214@aol.com; lifland@comcast.net; jkravchenko@gmail.com; kkelze@comcast.net; 
tom.blanck@pkgengineer.com; suea@pbmn.com; daadalen@msn.com; 
nancy.aadalen@gmail.com; saroramd@gmail.com; jessie_ge2003@yahoo.com; 
bridget.coutinho@target.com; paul_coutinho@msn.com; jdavenport@kpmg.com; 
jlkdavenport@gmail.com; schaaffamily1@comcast.net

Subject: RE: comment letter opposing the proposed Hollydale 115 Kv Project

Mr.�Ek,�
We�also�share�our�neighbors�concerns�regarding�increasing�voltage�of�power�line�in�our�backyard.�
It�is�a�potential�health�hazard�and�effects�the�value�of�our�properties.�
�
Gregory�and�Lyudmila�Gittsovich�
3990�Zanzibar�Lane�
Plymouth,�MN�55446�
�
�
From: Linda Borowiec [mailto:Linda.Borowiec@mmicgroup.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:33 PM 
To: 'scott.ek@state.mn.us' 
Cc: Becky.Fruechte@ebf.com; mnzooks@gmail.com; Tom Blanck; lstay@comcast.net; Dale and TC Stover; Tom and 
Michelle Sandberg; Cort Cieminski; jeanseik@yahoo.com; LHGB1400@aol.com; dp_md2001@yahoo.com;
aiyengar@uswest.net; Lisa-Marie.Hanson@kornferry.com; intouch.bobhanson@gmail.com; java4157@msn.com;
sharebear249@q.com; cortandkaren@hotmail.com; jmg@visi.com; Linda Borowiec; accent@isd.net;
cathyfranke@msn.com; yanzhuji99@gmail.com; gramma5@visi.com; jborken@haworthmedia.com; kgaida@comcast.net;
skjjlarson@comcast.net; francee@comcast.net; m_sush@yahoo.com; marcia1214@aol.com; lifland@comcast.net;
jkravchenko@gmail.com; kkelze@comcast.net; tom.blanck@pkgengineer.com; suea@pbmn.com; daadalen@msn.com;
nancy.aadalen@gmail.com; saroramd@gmail.com; jessie_ge2003@yahoo.com; bridget.coutinho@target.com;
paul_coutinho@msn.com; jdavenport@kpmg.com; jlkdavenport@gmail.com; schaaffamily1@comcast.net
Subject: FW: comment letter opposing the proposed Hollydale 115 Kv Project 

Mr.�Ek:�
�
We�received�the�attached�copy�of�a�letter�sent�to�you�by�one�of�our�neighbors,�Cort�and�Karen�Cieminski.��I�am�writing�to�
tell�you�my�husband�and�I�share�in�their�opinions�and�concerns�about�the�Xcel�Energy/Great�River�Energy�Hollydale�
115Kv�Project�and�also�attended�the�meeting�on�10�26�11�at�the�Kelly�Inn.�
�
We�purchased�our�home�at�3920�Zanzibar�Lane�N.�after�expressing�concerns�about�the�power�line�that�runs�between�our�
house�and�that�of�the�Coutinho�family.���We�each�have�a�35�foot�easement�which�means�a�total�of�only�70�feet�for�
utilities.�I�look�out�our�Master�Bedroom�window�at�this�line�daily�and�guess�it�is�less�than�50�feet�away�from�our�house.�
Therefore,�we�sleep�in�this�room�with�our�bodies�50�feet�or�less�away�from�the�voltage.�While�we�were�assured�by�our�
builder�the�voltage�was�not�dangerous�at�the�69Kv�level,�I�am�not�sure�I�would�have�purchased�my�house�with�a�115Kv�
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and�potential�for�up�to�230Kv�in�the�future.�If�I�would�not�buy�it,�I�suspect�any�potential�buyer�would�have�the�same�
concerns.�
�
We�are�concerned�not�only�about�the�unsightliness�but�more�importantly,�about�the�health�concerns�a�high�voltage�line�
might�have�on�our�family.�And�lastly,�we�are�concerned�it�will�negatively�affect�the�value�and�potential�for�selling�our�
house�when�we�decide�to�down�size.�
�
We�agree�the�best�route�is�Highway�55�to�I�494�and�hope�and�pray�you�will�make�the�correct�decision.���
�

Linda and Stan Borowiec 
3920�Zanzibar�Lane�N�
Plymouth�MN.�55446�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Mark Donahoe [mdonahoe@monitorfinance.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:38 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Cc: dusty.finke@ci.medina.mn.us
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Hello�Scott,�
����������������Mark�and�Anne�Donahoe,�2475�Bantle�farm�Road,�Medina�MN�55340�would�like�to�be�on�record�opposing�the�
permit�Application�for�the�Hollydale�115kV�Transmission�Line�project�in�the�cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�
County.�In�particular,�the�south�side�of�our�property�boundry�has�a�tree�line�that�the�current�69kV�transmission�lines�
runs�through�the�middle,�and�we�are�concerned�for�the�potential�destruction�of�the�existing�environment.�There�would�
be�many�unintended�consequences�by�removing�this�old�and�mature�tree�line�to�the�current�environment,�as�well�as�to�
many�of�the�property�owners�that�either�border�or�live�in�the�immediate�area.�We�strongly�urge�Xcel�to�work�closely�
with�us�on�this�issue�since�we�are�the�actual�property�owners,�and�look�forward�to�any�and�all�solutions�to�avert�a�
potential�environmental�and�neighborhood�disaster.�
�
Thank�you�for�your�consideration�to�this�important�issue�we�look�forward�to�your�response.�
�
Sincerely,�
�
Mark�Donahoe.�
�

======================
Mark T. Donahoe
Monitor Finance
735 Lake Street E.
Wayzata, MN  55391
612-326-6672
612-325-7753 - c
mdonahoe@monitorfinance.com�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Steve Deters [SDeters@jdsmarketing.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:35 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152

Dear Scott - I am a Plymouth MN resident at 4450 Jewel Ct. N. and I am writing to voice our objection to any 
consideration of Alternate Route B for the following reasons: 

�The impact on residents who purchased or built their homes without power lines along their property and without any 
proposed plans to construct such power lines, 

�The cost associated with acquiring an easement r land rights to relocate the existing transmission lines to property 
where no such easement or land rights exist, 

�The complications of securing an easement and to acquire land rights to construct power transmission lines to run along
(in-line) with the existing railroad lines, 

�The decrease in property value of 15-20% for owners along Alternate Route B, and 
�The effects on the environment, including the likelihood of cutting down trees and placing towers in marshlands and 

wetlands along Alternate Route B. 

We support keeping the power lines in their existing location as the home owners built or purchased their homes with full 
knowledge of the location of the power lines and have  

already benefitted from the adjustments in property value. 

Sincerely,

Steve and Kathryn Deters 
4450 Jewel Ct. N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
763-745-4909 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Debbie Steen [debbiesteen@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:22 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Power lines PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152.

Good Morning -- 

Tony asked me to pass this along to the bunco group.  

Today is the last day to provide public comments on the proposed route permit application for the Hollydale 115 kV 
Transmission Line Project.  If you recall, one of the alternate routes runs from 494 along the railroad tracks and then 
south along Peony.  While Xcel Energy has proposed upgrading the power lines in their current location, the public 
utilities commission will make the final decision and we need to send comments to be sure that our objections to 
alternate route B are recorded.  Remember, the homeowners along the existing route are going to get lengths to push 
the PUC to consider an alternative route. 

Please send an email to Scott Ek (scottek@state.mn.us) with your objections.  Here are a few points to make and please 
remember to the following on any email: PUC Docket No. E002/TL-11-152. 

We object to any consideration of Alternate Route B for the following reasons: 

·         The impact on residents that purchased or built their homes without power lines along their property and without 
any proposed plans to construct such power lines, 

· The cost associated with acquiring an easement r land rights to relocate the existing transmission lines to property 
where no such easement or land rights exist, 

·         The complications of securing an easement and to acquire land rights to construct power transmission lines to run 
along (in-line) with the existing railroad lines, 

·         The decrease in property value of 15-20% for owners along Alternate Route B, and 

·         The effects on the environment, including the likelihood of cutting down trees and placing towers in marshlands 
and wetlands along Alternate Route B. 

We support keeping the power lines in their existing location as the home owners built or purchased their homes with full 
knowledge of the location of the power lines and have already benefitted from the adjustments in property value. 

Thanks. 

Mark and Debbie Steen 
4695 Merrimac Ln N 
Plymouth, MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: Goduguchinta Raja Madhu Sudhana [grmsreddy@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:13 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Public Comment for Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152

Dear Mr.Scott, 

Am writing to provide public comment on the Hollydale Transmission Line, Docket # TL-11-152. 

Am opposed to the proposal for laying the 115 kV Transmission Line through the residential neighborhoods and especially 
the proposed alternate B route along the existing railway tracks that passes very close to the Conor Meadows 
neighborhood.  
This will not only result in loss of property values, but also will have potential health impacts for the people living close to
the proposed high voltage lines.  

To minimize the impact on the existing Residential Areas and Wetlands, I urge you to seriously consider routing the 115 
kV Transmission Line  
along the Hwy 55 and 494. This will also have the added benefit of easy access for any maintenance work required.  
Also would like to remind you that, this is also the recommendation from one and all who attended the PUC public 
hearing recently.  

Thanks, 
    Madhu Goduguchinta 
    17545 48th Pl N 
    Conor Meadows 
    Plymouth MN 55446 
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 12:09 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Halvorson Wed Nov  9 12:09:17 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Mike�Halvorson�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�let.it.snow@comcast.net�
�
Phone:�612�802�0635�
�
Impact:��I�think�the�all�of�the�proposed�routes�would�have�a�severly�negative�impact�on�the�city�of�Plymouth.�
�
Mitigation:�Please�consider�going�down�highway�55�or�even�south�of�that.��There�are�multiple�business�that�would�not�be�
effected�by�this�line�going�through�there�property.�
�
Submission�date:�Wed�Nov��9�12:09:17�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�
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Ek, Scott (COMM)

From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2011 10:36 PM
To: Ek, Scott (COMM)
Subject: Crocker Fri Nov 18 22:36:28 2011 E002/TL-11-152

�
This�public�comment�has�been�sent�via�the�form�at:�www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html�
�
You�are�receiving�it�because�you�are�listed�as�the�contact�for�this�project.���
�
Project�Name:�Hollydale�115�kV�Transmission�Line�Project�in�the�Cities�of�Plymouth�and�Medina,�Hennepin�County�
�
Docket�number:�E002/TL�11�152�
�
User�Name:�Joyce��Crocker�
�
County:�Hennepin�County�
�
City:�Plymouth�
�
Email:�Jb14115@hotmail.com�
�
Phone:�763�553�1122�
�
Impact:���
�
Mitigation:�I�believe�the�494�and�Hwy�55�route�should�be�used�as�this�is�as�far�away�from�homes�as�possible.�The�health�
implications�and�property�value�of�homes�along�with�the�cultural�and�aesthetic�values�are�great�areas�of�concern�and�the�
494�and�55�route�would�eliminate�these�concerns�because�it�would�be�the�route�that�is�furthest�from�homes.�
�
Submission�date:�Fri�Nov�18�22:36:28�2011�
�
�
�
This�information�has�also�been�entered�into�a�centralized�database�for�future�analysis.�
�
For�questions�about�the�database�or�the�functioning�of�this�tool,�contact:�
�
Andrew�Koebrick�
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us�
�




































































