




































 

 

May 16, 2011 
 
 
 
 
Marsha Parlow 
Great River Energy 
2300 Elm Creek Blvd. 
Maple Grove, MN  55369 
 
Re:  Cultural Resource Literature Review for the Proposed Little Falls 115 kV 

Transmission Project, Morrison County, Minnesota. 
  
 
Dear Ms. Parlow: 
 
Westwood Professional Services, Inc, (Westwood) was contracted by Great River 
Energy to conduct cultural resources literature review of the location of a proposed 
transmission line and new substation.  The proposed transmission line route examined 
will be approximately 4 miles in length and is located in Little Falls Township (T 
40N, R 32W) and Agram Township (T 40N, R 31W) in Morrison County, MN.  The 
review consisted of an examination of resources including historic mapping and 
archaeological site files. 
 
On May 16, 2011, Westwood Senior Cultural Resource Specialist Dean T. Sather 
conducted a background literature search of the proposed transmission line route and 
a one-mile buffer at the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) located at Fort 
Snelling in St. Paul, MN, and the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) located at the Minnesota History Center in St. Paul, MN.  Archaeological site 
files were examined to obtain a list of all previously recorded archaeological sites 
within the proposed project area.  Other sources examined included the Andreas’ 
Illustrated Atlas of Minnesota, 1874 and the historic Trygg maps. 
 
No archaeological sites or documented historical structures have been recorded within 
the proposed route or within the one-mile buffer.  As evidenced by the archival 
research there are few potentially eligible structures currently inventoried and any 
historic structures within the proposed project area will not experience any adverse 
visual impact.  While no cultural resource sites have been located within the proposed 
project area a series of mound features have been recorded along the shores of Rice 
Lake approximately 2 miles southeast of the project area.  One of the listed sites has 
been included as part of a National Register Historic District. 
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Upon review of the archaeological sites and survey data compiled for the defined 
project area, Westwood concludes that the paucity of recorded archaeological sites 
along the proposed route are not necessarily indicative of a lack of cultural resources 
in the area, but instead may reflect the lack of survey.  Due to the proximity of mound 
features the route has an estimated moderate to high potential for cultural resources.   
However, we concur with the findings of the Minnesota SHPO summarized in their 
letter issued December 30, 2010, that no known or suspected archaeological 
properties will be affected by this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 

            
Dean T. Sather, MA, RPA 
Senior Cultural Resource Specialist    










