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September 23, 2011

Suzanne Steinhauer, Project Manager
Office of Energy Security
Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7th Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Phone: 651-366-4635
Fax: 651-366-4769
slacy.kolch@state.mn.us

Re: In the Matter of Great River Energy's Little Falls 115 kV Transmission Line Project
MPUC Docket No. Docket ET-2, E015fTL-11-318

Dear Ms. Steinhauer:

On August 18, 2011, the Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) issued a Notice of
Public Information and Scoping Meetings which include a request for public comments on the
scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) relating to the route permit application by Great River
Energy (GRE) for the Little Falls 115 kV Transmission Line Project. The Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) has reviewed the application regarding the proposed transmission line
project and submits the following comments in response to the Notice.

Based on our review of the application, it appears that the proposed route would not run
parallel to a Minnesota trunk highway close enough to occupy a portion of the highway right of
way. Therefore, as long as the routes and route widths described in the DEIS do not change,
MnDOT does not anticipate further concerns regarding paralleling of state trunk highways. If you
believe our assessment about the lack of proximity of the proposed routes to the trunk highway
system is incorrect, please advise us immediately so that we can offer input on how the proposed
route might impact the trunk highway system.

Section 6.3.2 of the application states Crow Wing Power (CWP) is considering expansion of
their CWP Little Falls Substation fence line and purchasing additional land 50 feet south of the
substation and that CWP will obtain any necessary local approvals required beyond this proposed
Route Permit. During the substation modification phase, any nearby property owners will be
advised of the construction schedules. This expansion may have an effect on TH 27 depending on
the proximity of the existing substation to current MnDOT right of way and any potential
construction activities associated with the substation expansion. MnDOT requests that the
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applicant keep our agency informed of any construction activities regarding this possible
expansion.

MnDOT has adopted a formal policy and procedures for accommodation of utilities on the
highway rights-of-way ("Utility Accommodation Policy"). A copy of MnDOT's policy can be found at
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utiIity/fi les/pdf/appendix-b.pdf .

Any HVTL construction work, including delivery or storage of structures, materials or
equipment that may affect MnDOT right of way is of concern such that MnDOT should be involved
in planning and coordinating such activities. If work is required within MnDOT right of way for
temporary or permanent access, please coordinate with Ken Larson, District 3A Permits, at 218­
828-5777 or Ken.Larson@state.mn.us.

MnDOT has a continuing interest in working with the OES to ensure that possible impacts
to highways, airports, waterways, rail lines and the environmentally significant areas of highway
right of way are adequately addressed. We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

Stacy Kotch

Utility Transmission Route Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Transportation
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