












414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-1993

August 25, 2011

--Via Electronic Filing--
Suzanne Steinhauer
State Permit Manager
Minnesota Department of Commerce
Energy Facility Permitting
85 7th Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198

RE: NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY APPLICATION TO THE MINNESOTA 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION FOR A ROUTE PERMIT

ORONO SUBSTATION REPLACEMENT AND NEW 115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 

PROJECT

ALTERNATIVE PERMITTING PROCESS

DOCKET NO. E002/TL-11-223

Dear Ms. Steinhauer:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy”) submits 
the following comments regarding the scope of the Environmental Assessment 
(“EA”) for the proposed 115 kV Orono Substation Replacement and New 115 kV 
Transmission Line Project (“Project”).  In the route permit application, Xcel Energy 
proposed using single-pole, galvanized or weathering steel davit arms or braced post 
structures for the Project.  Xcel Energy is now proposing to use two Y-frame 
structures for the Project and respectfully requests that this new structure type be 
evaluated in the EA.  These proposed Y-frame structures will be used for Structure 
Nos. 076 and 078 as shown on Figure 2 of the Application.  Below is an updated 
structure design summary for the Project, Table 5 of the Route Permit Application,  
that includes the Y-frame structures.

Structure 
Type

Line 
Type

Structure 
material

Typical 
Right-
of-Way 
Width

Structure 
Height 
(feet)

Structure 
Base 
Diameter 
(inches)

Foundation 
Diameter 
(feet)

Span 
between 
Structures
(feet)

Structure 
Nos.

Single Pole, 
Cross Arm,
Y-Frame

Single 
Circuit 
115 kV

Galvanized 
or 
Weathering 
Steel

75 70 to 90 36 to 48 6 to 8 300 to 500 078, 076
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Single Pole, 
Vertical 
Configuration 
with Post 
Insulators

Single 
Circuit 
115 kV

Galvanized 
or 
Weathering 
Steel

75 70 to 90 36 to 42 5 to 7 300 to 500 077

Single Pole, 
Davit Arm

Double 
Circuit 
115/115 
kV

Galvanized 
or 
Weathering 
Steel

75 75 to 115 36 to 48 6 to 8 500 to 650 076-1
076-2, 076-
3, 076-4, 
076-5

Please call me at (612) 330-6435 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

s/ Joseph G. Sedarski

Joseph G. Sedarski
Senior Permitting Analyst

cc: Project Service List
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NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
APPLICATION TO THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC ALTERNATIVE PERMITTING PROCESS

UTILITIES COMMISSION FOR A ROUTE PERMIT MPUC DOCKET NO. E002/TL-11-223
ORONO SUBSTATION REPLACEMENT AND NEW

115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

Theresa Senart certifies that on the 25th day of August, 2011, she filed a true and correct copy of 
Northern States Power’s EA Scoping Comments Letter by posting the same on 
www.edockets.state.mn.us.  Said Scoping Comments have also been served via U.S. Mail or e-
mail as designated on the Official Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission in the above-referenced docket.

/s/ Theresa Senart
Theresa Senart



 Service List Member Information

 
Electronic Service Member(s)

Last Name First Name Email Company Name Delivery
Method

View
Trade
Secret

Anderson Julia Julia.Anderson@ag.state.mn.us Office of the Attorney General-DOC Electronic Service Yes

Ferguson Sharon sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us Department of Commerce Electronic Service No

Haar Burl W. burl.haar@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Electronic Service Yes

Lindell John agorud.ecf@state.mn.us Office of the Attorney General-RUD Electronic Service Yes

Sedarski Joseph G. joseph.g.sedarski@xcelenergy.com Xcel Energy Electronic Service No
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From: Michael Kuruvilla
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM)
Cc: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM); Kaluzniak, Mike (PUC)
Subject: Xcel"s Orono Substation proposal- Ref: PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-11-223
Date: Friday, August 26, 2011 3:31:04 PM

Dear Ms. Steinhauer,
 
I am a resident of Huntington Farm neighborhood in Orono and the president of Hunt Farm Home
Owners Association.  I am writing this letter as a representative of my neighborhood.
 
Xcel Energy's proposed Orono Substation is right behind my house and very close to the entrance
to the Huntington Farm neighborhood houses (Hunt Farm Road).  Not only that this proposed
substation will be next to my backyard, the proposed route is next to several of our association
members houses with one of the big power poles next to the house of another home owner.
 
We, myself as well as the other home owners, have some major concerns on where Xcel is
proposing their expanded substation and how they are going about trying to do it.  When Xcel
found out that they have opposition from the home owners, they pulled their application from the
City of Orono and went to the PUC.  We feel that these actions show that Xcel is trying to ram this
project down our throat because they are a big company and they can easily ignore the people. 
We hope and expect Xcel will take into account our issues and concerns and move their expanded
substation to another location. 
 
Here are some of our concerns: 

1.      How can Xcel easily go through the wetlands within and next to our association property? 
What kind of environmental impact does this have on the wetlands if this go through the
currently proposed plan?

2.      What are the health issues that we would face who will be living next to this big power
grid?

3.      What kind of potential accidents  would we be exposed to from an expanded substation
from lightening,  storms, tornados, etc.  (I have seen occasional lightening fires at the
current Xcel station- which is considerably smaller than the one they are proposing now)?

4.      What would the economic impact that we would suffer from the loss of our property
values if this humongous substation is built next to our neighborhood entrance? I know my
home value will be substantially reduced (since it is right next to my house) and I could
have a very difficult time selling my house.

We want to start out by stating that we are not against Xcel's substation expansion.  What we are
hoping is that Xcel will find another site for their expanded substation that will have the least
effect on the homeowners and the surrounding environment. 
Though it  may seem to be the easiest and cheapest route for Xcel to expand their substation at the
current site since they already own the property at this location, there are other plausible solutions
available.   Again, since Xcel is a big company they may have the power to do whatever they want
for their convenience.  However, in my opinion, for the good of the people, Xcel should do the
right thing- not easiest or the cheapest.
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I believe Xcel could sell or swap their current property and acquire a similar property to build the
substation without losing money.  Xcel  could make their current property into a small
neighborhood park or leave to the wild life . 
There are properties near the current Xcel facility that I believe are away from homes that Xcel
could potentially acquire to build an expanded substation. 
 
I am attaching  a yahoo map of the surrounding area where I marked 4 potential properties.  (1) a
property  just north of the current  Xcel property;  (2) a property next to the Gun Club on County
Road 6;  (3) a property north of Wayzata Blvd;  and (4) a property on the south side of Wayzata
Blvd (and this property is for sale).
 
These are my initial thoughts on this subject.  Please let me know if I can provide more information
and/or commends on this.  I appreciate any help you can provide in persuading  Xcel to move their
substation to a location that would have lesser impact on the environment and the people.  Thank
you so much for your time.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Kuruvilla (Kallivayalil)
760 Hunt Farm Road
Orono, MN. 55356
 
August 26, 2011
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