














-----Original Message----- 
From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us [mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us]  
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 8:53 AM 
To: Kirsch, Raymond (COMM) 
Subject: Steele Fri Apr 29 08:53:26 2011  
 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: 
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Complaints.html 
 
Project Name: Shell Rock Wind Farm 
 
User Name: David Steele 
 
County: Freeborn County 
 
City: Alden 
 
Email: dave@deskmedia.com 
 
Phone: 507-383-8817 
 
Complaint:  I am very concerned with the Shell Rock Wind Farm Project.  I will be 
living in the project.  I am concerned over my families health due to the shadow 
flicker caused by the turbines.  If there are 4 turbines south east, south and 
south west,  The farm site has the potential to be in shadow flicker throughout 
the day...who wants to be in that?  I work around the wind farm in Manchester, 
MN.  I have been around the shadow flicker it is not only annoying but also can 
make people sick. I know that if the flicker is a problem the wind farm will add 
shades or whatever but who wants to live in house that you can’t look out the 
windows?   
 
  My wife is very concerned because it will adversely affect her photography 
business.  She will be unable to shoot couples and families outdoors at our farm.  
She will be unable to use natural light through the windows in the house . We 
were planning in a few years to put up a studio on the farm…but now that would be 
impossible,  She will be unable to put windows in a building due to the shadow 
flicker.  This will result in her having to move her small business elsewhere and 
pay rent or facility use that she did not have previously.  
 
 
 
David Steele 
 
; 
 
Submission date: Fri Apr 29 08:53:26 2011 
 
 
This information has also been entered into a centralized database for  
future analysis. 
 
For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact: 
 
Andrew Koebrick 
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us 
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May 12, 2011

Ingrid Bjorklund, State Permit Manager
Minnesota Office of Energy Security
85 7th Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: In the Matter of Shell Rock Wind Farm
PUC Docket Number: IP-6858/WS-11-195

Dear Ms. Bjorklund,

Phone: 651-366-4635
Fax: 651-366-4769
slacy.kolch@slate.mn.us

On April 27, 2010, the Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) issued a Notice of
Application Acceptance, which includes a public comment period regarding the scope of the
environmental report (ER) and the draft site permit that is under consideration with respect to
the Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (MMPA); Shell Rock Wind Farm, LLC, for the Shell
Rock Wind Farm 44 Megawatt Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS) in Freeborn
County. The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) has reviewed the application
regarding the proposed project and submits the following comments in response to the Notice.

Mn/DOT appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft site permit. Mn/DOT
notes that there are several provisions that may have impacts on the state transportation
system.

Based on the information provided in the Shell Rock Wind Farm Site Permit Application,
it does not appear that the project area directly abuts a state trunk highway. However, there
may be highway-related considerations related to oversize/overweight hauling of wind turbines
and equipment. Specifically, these large loads of freight are often transported along
interregional corridors such as 1-90. Because Mn/DOT's highway construction activities could
impact the Applicant's plans to haul oversize loads to the proposed site, the Applicant will need
to coordinate with Mn/DOT when planning such loads. If the Shell Rock Wind Farm or its
associated facilities should happen to intersect with the trunk highway system, the Applicant
will need to apply for and obtain permits for those locations.

The draft site permit should include language specifying that the Permittee shall obtain
all relevant perm its or authorizations from road authorities relating to any electric cables and/or
feeder lines that may be proposed to be placed in a public road right-of-way. Mn/DOT has
adopted a formal policy and procedures for accommodation of utilities on the highway rights­
of-way ("Utility Accommodation Policy"). A copy of Mn/DOT's policy can be found at
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http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/files/pdf/appendix-b.pdf. Mn/DOT's policy seeks to permit
utilities to occupy portions of the trunk highway rights-of-way where such occupation does not
put the safety of the traveling public or highway workers at risk or unduly impair the public's
investment in the transportation system. Compliance with Mn/DOT's Utility Accommodation
Policy, and similar policies of other road authorities, should be included as a condition of the
site permit.

Any wind farm construction work, including delivery or storage of structures, materials
or equipment that may affect Mn/DOT right-of-way is of concern such that Mn/DOT should be
involved in planning and coordinating such activities. The site permit should include language
specifying that the Permittee shall obtain all relevant permits from road authorities relating to
the transport of oversize materials and equipment related to the project over public roads, as
well as installation of facilities that may be proposed to occupy portions of public road rights-of­
way. Please note that if work is required within Mn/DOT right of way for temporary or
permanent access, such work should be coordinated with Terry Condon in Mn/DOT's District
68 Utility Permits Office at 507-446-5505 or Terry.Condon@state.mn.us.

Please note that Mn/DOT is uncertain at this time whether the Shell Rock Wind Farm
Project is an entity that has lawful authority to place its facilities in a public road right-of-way.
This matter should be addressed in the ER.

Sincerely,

Stacy Kotch

Utility Transmission Route Coordinator

Minnesota Department of Transportation

395 John Ireland Blvd., Mailstop 678

51. Paul, MN 55155

cc: Terry Condon - Mn/DOT District 6B
Bruce Freeman - Avant Energy
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