STATE OF MINNESOTA PuBLic UTtiLiTiEs COMMISSION

DATE: April 13,2011
TO: Service List
FROM: Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary

DOCKET: ET-2, E-015/CN-10-973

SUBJECT: In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy and Minnesota
Power for a Certificate of Need for a 115 kV High Voltage Transmission Line in St.
Louis and Carlton Counties -- Comments on the Merits

RE: NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIODS

Take Note that on February 11, 2011 Great River Energy and Minnesota Power (collectively, the
Applicants) filed a certificate of need application with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) for the ‘Savanna’ project which includes the rebuilding of approximately 37 miles of 69
kV transmission to 115 kV in St. Louis and Carlton Counties.

The proposed transmission facility is a *large energy facility” in Minn. Stat. § 216B.2421, Subd. 2 (3)
because it has a capacity of 100 kilovolts or more with more than ten miles of its length in Minnesota or
that crosses a state line. In accordance with Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, Subd. 2, the facility cannot be
constructed or sited in Minnesota unless the Commission issues a certificate of need.

The certificate of need rules pertaining to the review of this filing are in Minn. Rules Chapter 7849. On
April 12, 2011 the Commission accepted the Application as complete as of the filing date. In the Order,
the Commission noted the apparent absence of disputed material facts and ordered an informal review
process under Minn. Rules 7829.1200. This order and other documents associated with the need
application can be viewed at www.puc.state.mn.us by clicking *Search eDockets™ then enter the “year”
(10) and the “docket number™ (973).

The Commission will accept comments on the merits of the proposed project, particularly whether there
are any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the Application through
Friday, Ma 2011 and replies through Friday, June 17, 2011. Comments should be filed
electronically via eDockets at https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and be addressed to Burl Haar,
Executive Secretary, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN
55101-2147.

Questions regarding this matter may be directed to Commission staff person Bret Eknes at (651) 201-
2236 or e-mail at bret.eknes@state.mn.us or Tricia DeBleeckere at (651) 201-2254 or e-mail at
tricia.debleeckere(@state.mn.us.

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio) by calling 651.296.0406
(voice). Persons with hearing or speech disabilities may call us through Minnesota Relay at 1.800.627.3529 or by
dialing 711.

THONE (651) 296-7124 « FAX (651) 297-7073 * TDD (651) 297-1200 » 121 7th Prace East « SUtTe 350 » Saint Paut, MINNESOTA 55101-2147



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Robin Rice, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list
by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD

Docket Number
ET-2,E-015/CN-10-973

Dated this 13th day of April, 2011

/s/ Robin Rice
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