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(Presentation by Mr. Birkholz)


MS. AMANDA SANVIK:  As David said, my 


name is Amanda Sanvik, and many of you in this room 


already know me as I grew up here.  And I'd just 


like to thank all of you for coming tonight and 


coming to see what the project has become, you know, 


moved forward, we've been working on this for four 


years, and we've been working through a lot of 


different things.  We appreciate your time and 


coming to see what we're about.  


MR. TERRY CARLSON:  Also, I appreciate 


David coming up here and allowing us a chance to 


explain ourselves here.  


In 2007 we started on this adventure into 


wind.  And we were really thinking about doing a 


smaller scale wind farm in the area, and having 


looked at all the state and federal parameters, we 


decided that we're going to change our scope -- 


excuse me -- and go a little bit larger than first 


thought out.  So we thought we were going to go to a 


100 megawatt project.  


The next step would be to go to the 


federal government and make sure that the 


transmission was available, so we contacted Midwest 


Independent Transmission Operator and started those 
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proceedings.  And over the last two years, two and a 


half years, those have been going well.  Our 


research and studies have showed that we have no 


issues on delivering electricity.  


So after that first giant step we started 


the contracting phase of going after neighbors and 


other willing participants in this project.  We 


tried to design a contract that was fair.  I believe 


it still, you know, and having done this four years 


ago, even talking with wind farms just to the west 


of here 40 miles, we're still above average in 


payments for both the turbine fees and for wind 


rights agreements.  


That's just one step in the entire 


process.  And I'll let Amanda start talking about 


all the intricacies that go with that. 


MS. AMANDA SANVIK:  So you're probably 


wondering why it took four years to get to this 


point.  And I was just speaking to a large developer 


out in California a couple weeks ago and he said 


they tell their clients a minimum of five years, it 


was going to be a minimum of five years before 


you're going to see anything even potentially built 


in a project area.  


And the biggest thing, or the thing that 
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takes the longest time is siting, where can you put 


these turbines, there's so many parameters to look 


at.  Talking with the landowners, if the landowners 


are interested.  We do not have eminent domain, 


we're not a utility, we cannot take your land, we 


cannot mortgage your land.  It's just the willing, 


if you want to participate and you're in the 


footprint you can participate.  


The government, the State of Minnesota 


government has numerous setback requirements.  


Turbines must be at least 250 feet from all roads, a 


minimum of 500 feet from residences.  But they also 


must meet noise requirements of the State of 


Minnesota, so we're required to model all of our 


turbine locations to make sure that they will indeed 


meet noise requirements, which is 50 decibels at 


outside of a residence in the evening time.  We 


cannot place a turbine next to your house or close 


to your house if there's going to be any noise 


issues there.  


Another setback is wildlife.  We all know 


there's a lot of wildlife out here, a lot of you 


have Fish and Wildlife easements, there's a lot of 


Wildlife Management Program land, and there's 600 


foot setbacks from areas such as that.  There's 
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1,000 foot setbacks from lakes, rivers, things like 


that.  We've met with the DNR, we've met with the 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife, we've met with every 


government agency that you could possibly imagine 


that would have anything to do with a wind project 


to the land up here.  And working with different 


government agencies, working with landowners, and 


doing different studies.  


One other study that we worked on is a 


microwave beam path study.  There's communication 


towers south of town, as we all know.  We need to 


make sure we're placing turbines in a location that 


does not impact those microwave beam paths.  


We're performing an analysis on, you 


know, shadow flicker.  Shadow flicker is a huge buzz 


in the wind industry in all the neighborhoods that 


are looking at wind industry.  There are shadow 


flicker modeling modules that will allow us to test 


that, it's a very detailed, very accurate program 


called WindPro that can tell us for each specific 


residence exactly how much shadow flicker they would 


have, there's a potential for that, and what time of 


day and what time of year that that would occur.  


It's only going to occur if it's sunny, it's only 


going to occur if the turbine is moving, there's a 
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lot of different details in that.  Railroad 


setbacks.  As you know, the railroad goes right 


through the project area.  


So there's a lot of different scoping and 


a lot of different intricacies that go along with 


siting.  Lowlands.  And then there's just a fact of 


where is a good place to put a turbine.  As well as 


irrigated land, what are the current agricultural 


practices, what is that landowner's intent for the 


future of that land, do they want to put an 


irrigator out there, have they thought of irrigation 


out there.  


Aerial spraying is another huge concern 


in the area.  How are those fields aerial sprayed, 


we've addressed that, we've talked to the aerial 


sprayer in the area.  Just a lot of different 


intricacies that go into that and that takes most of 


the time.  


It's just us doing this with a set of 


advisors.  Most wind companies have a group, a huge 


group of staff that do this modeling, but we're 


really trying to, you know, do it ourselves and, you 


know, do the best job we can on that intricate 


detail and working with each landowner who is 


involved to make sure that they're putting turbines 
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in areas that they're comfortable with as well.  


So that's the majority of what we've been 


doing for the past four years.  You know, just the 


other stuff we've been doing is talking with 


contractors, subcontractors, as well as working and 


talking with utilities on proposals for them to 


purchase our power.  So four years have flown by and 


that's where we're at today and working through the 


state permit with David.  


MR. TERRY CARLSON:  Yeah.  One more I 


have here.  Maybe you want to ask what's in it for 


Parkers Prairie?  Well, hopefully it works out so 


that the project can get built.  We haven't really 


gone public with this project because the vast 


majority of wind farms don't have the transmission, 


run out of capital, or they have to wait for a 


utility to come and offer them a purchase price to 


buy their power.  So with all those parameters, you 


know, we've been somewhat quiet.  


But today we've got this certificate of 


need meeting, which has to be done because of the 


initial scoping size.  Anything over 50 megawatts 


has to go through the OES, Office of Energy 


Security, and meet their requirements, and they 


present it to the Public Utilities Commission to see 
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if it passes their muster.  


So this is just the start of another long 


process and hopefully over the course of the next 


several months all the questions that you guys send 


in to David or to us or call us to ask, hopefully 


those questions are all addressed.  


So with that we'll turn it back over to 


you Dave, thank you.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  


(Presentation by Mr. Birkholz.) 


(Public comments.) 


MS. CLAUDIA LILJEGREN:  My name is 


Claudia Liljegren.  C-L-A-U-D-I-A, Liljegren, 


L-I-L-J-E-G-R-E-N.  


I am appreciative of -- 


UNIDENTIFIED:  We can't hear.


MS. CLAUDIA LILJEGREN:  I am appreciative 


of the state and their efforts at setting 


expectations for wind farms.  One of my concerns is 


that some of these expectations are not -- there 


continues to be complaints throughout the state or 


throughout the country about the use of wind farms 


that are apparently already running.  


Specifically, one of the areas that are 


problematic is those that live within a two-mile 
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radius of the wind farm struggle with home 


devaluations.  The fact that the property is within 


that two miles can see declines from 20 to 50 


percent.  Residents are moving out of the area with 


reduced values, while others are asking for lower 


property assessments.  


Results indicate significant decline of 


the school and property tax base, which would result 


in increased local taxes.  In addition, higher 


utility rates, since no energy is provided Prairie 


Wind will be available locally.  All these issues 


would considerably impact Parkers' ability to thrive 


in these economic times and in our future.  


Again, regarding the state expectations.  


There are different wind farms that are -- the 


residents in the area, again, within a couple miles, 


are engaged in lawsuits.  One actually not that far 


from here, western Minnesota, where there are many, 


numerous farmers in that area that are suing.  


There's also been good research that 


there are medical and health problems.  Again, these 


wind farms are following state mandates, but there 


still continues to be problems in health and mental 


health areas.  There was a team of physicians in 


New England who looked at adverse affects of wind 
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turbine noise on human health.  They gathered 


references over ten years from acoustic studies to 


studies in medical journals on environmental health 


and they documented numerous medical problems, 


including physiopathology with increased heart 


disease, cardiovascular complications, and potential 


and even more far reaching implications with 


children.  


The World Health Organization has 


published a listing of medical complications showing 


large research-based studies that low frequency 


turbine noise can lead to sleep deprivation, 


headaches, nauseousness, dizziness, tinnitus, 


hearing impairment, poor concentration, heart 


palpitations and blurred vision.  Also, with mental 


health, which includes anxiety, increased 


irritability, sexual impotence, changes in general 


mood, depression, social conflicts, and psychosis.  


Again, these wind farms are following the mandates 


of the state.  


There are also environmental hazards, 


including our wildlife, including our migratory 


birds, as well as hawks, eagles and cranes when they 


are on their updraft and they get splattered from 


the turbines.  
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There are other less disturbing impacts, 


like day and nighttime strobe lights, loss of 


amenity, unavoidable noise, and an unaesthetic view, 


heavy duty roads and increase of transformers and 


power lines.  


So I guess my question is how would this 


benefit the community?  


There's also been more and more research 


about the effectiveness of wind turbines.  There's 


more and more research on doing thermal as well as 


natural gas, the energy it takes, it takes carbons 


to initiate and sustain wind energy and wind energy 


has oftentimes gone into electricity and does not 


help for any kind of vehicle fuel or anything like 


that.  


My understanding is that -- and I might 


be wrong, but there's excessive amounts of energy -- 


I mean, electricity in the state already, and wind 


power often either provides excessive amounts that 


don't get capped or used, or it is too hard to get 


because of a lowered wind.  


So that's what I had.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Maybe the next person can 


try this one and see if this microphone works a 


little better.  Sorry for the sketchy microphone.  
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Thank you.  


Who is the next person?  This one you 


also have to hold close. 


MR. RODNEY PETERSON:  All right.  My name 


is Rodney Peterson, R-O-D-N-E-Y, P-E-T-E-R-S-O-N.  


I probably know most of you in here, you 


know I'm a potato farmer out in the area, so these 


towers are definitely an obstacle, an obstacle 


course to contend with.  


And I met with Terry a couple different 


times over the past couple of years to try to 


relocate some of these things to make it more user 


friendly, but as you can see on the map, there's 


still a fair amount of work to be done in that area.  


Then another issue of the -- or another 


area, I had run across an issue of the Todd Wadena 


newsletter, I'm sure there is people in here that 


get that, and if you read the February issue, 


there's a full page ad in here, or article, I should 


say, and it's written by the manager of the 


Minnesota Rural Electric Association.  And I won't 


read the whole thing, but just a paragraph here that 


kind of says everything that needs to be said here.  


In 2009 Minnesota utilities produced 3.4 


billion kilowatts by capturing the wind.  On average 
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utilities pay four and a half cents for each 


kilowatt.  This cost would be much higher if not for 


the major federal tax subsidies for wind energy.  


Since the wind tends to blow somewhat more at night 


when it's not all that useful, the market only pays 


an average of 2.7 cents for each kilowatt produced 


by wind.  Sometimes there was absolutely no market 


for the wind and the utility had to pay another 


utility to take the renewable kilowatts off their 


hands with a loss of 1.8 cents per kilowatt spread 


over 3.4 billion kilowatts and cost Minnesotans some 


$62 million in 2009.  And that's you, me, and 


everybody else in this room and the state of 


Minnesota, so it affects everybody by having wind.  


So I took it one step further after I 


read this article and I had my secretary take all my 


power accounts from the four different power 


companies that I deal with and she added up all the 


kilowatts used in 2009 and 2010.  And if you take 


the kilowatts that I use times the 1.8 cents that 


wind energy adds to the price of electricity, my 


average of two years, it would cost me $21,000 each 


year for wind farms.  That's what wind farms have 


done to us in Minnesota.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  
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MR. FRED LILJEGREN:  Hello.  Okay.  My 


name is Fred Liljegren, L-I-L-J-E-G-R-E-N.  I'm 


going to read this, if I can read my writing.  Here 


we go.


My name is Fred Liljegren and we live on 


County Road 6 within the footprint of the proposed 


project.  I have been offered both a contract and a 


wind lease agreement to accommodate the placement of 


wind turbines within said footprint.  A review of 


these instruments led us to the conclusion that any 


revenue received as a result of our signatures would 


be negligible compared to what -- excuse me -- with 


the control the contract said we would have to 


relinquish.  Not just for us, but for years to come 


affecting the lives of our descendants.  Keep in 


mind, these instruments were written by lawyers 


hired by the proponents in their best interest, not 


necessarily ours.  


Later an acquaintance peaked my interest 


by forwarding me a copy of a 2008 wind ordinance 


from Wisconsin.  This 45-page document addressed 


issues such as health and safety concerns, setbacks, 


shadow flicker, and inadequate state regulations 


governing tower placement.  


A little keyboard time on the old 
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computer and all of a sudden the what's-the-big-deal 


project becomes does anyone really know about this 


stuff?  


I did not fabricate these concerns based 


on over work and a lack of sleep.  I have a stack of 


articles and clippings from Wisconsin, Minnesota and 


North Dakota voicing concerns over negative impacts.  


Remember, these are not the quaint windmills from 


the past that used to pump water on nearly every 


farm around here.  These things are almost 500 feet 


high and rotor diameters as big as a football field 


like right across the road here.  


And I'm not alone.  Some of the other 


crazies that share my concerns include the World 


Health Organization, Minnesota Department of Health, 


and governing bodies in Minnesota, Wisconsin and 


North Dakota.  


In addition to these, I have a list of 


individuals who live close to the proposed towers 


that want nothing to do with them and believe they 


would be more of a detriment than a benefit to us.  


A little petition thing going here.  


We have people here tonight that work for 


the State of Minnesota.  They do their job, they get 


paid, and they go home.  They don't live here.  They 
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are the ones that are going to decide the fate of 


the project.  Your opinions can be faxed.  I'm 


reiterating for you here, your opinions can be 


faxed, mailed or e-mailed to Mr. Birkholz in 


St. Paul.  The deadline for your input is May 10th.  


Don't be complacent, exercise your rights, speak 


your mind.  


Thank you.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  I can only 


support that we do welcome your comments.  And also 


keep in mind that a lot of this discussion will be 


able to continue, the types of things this gentleman 


is bringing up today can be addressed before a judge 


and be entered into the record with the public 


hearing as well.  


A lot of things we want to gather tonight 


are things that can help to do the environmental 


review as that parallel process goes on, but those 


questions and concerns need to be in the record as 


well.  


Which mic do you want to take a risk on?  


MR. BRENT MEINERT:  My name is Brent 


Meinert, B-R-E-N-T, M-E-I-N-E-R-T.  I'm a graduate 


from Parkers High School, 2004.  I'm currently a 


student at Alexandria Technical Community College, 
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an energy technical specialist is the name of the 


degree.  And I think that these folks trying to 


bring a new kind of economy to this town is a great 


thing.  I'm going to be looking for a job here in 


about a year and I would love to have a place close 


to home that I could at least send an application 


to, you know.  I've seen this town go downhill from 


the second I moved here with people moving out and 


not wanting to stay here because there's no 


opportunity.  


And I really am sad to see all the 


pessimism.  I'm not a farmer, I don't know what 


implications it would have to farmers, but, you 


know, I think that this town should work and try to 


survive through new economic times.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  We will 


definitely have a range of opinions here from people 


who are very excited, people who are very nervous, 


people who are very concerned, people who are just 


interested to know more.  So the discussion is good.  


But, again, it is stuff that we can continue to talk 


about over the course of the process.  


MR. KEN PETERSON:  Hello.  My name is Ken 


Peterson, I'm with Peterson Aerial Spraying.  And 


I'll spell my name, K-E-N, P-E-T-E-R-S-O-N.  
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And you guys probably all see aerial 


spraying going on in the area because I do quite a 


bit in this area.  Actually, I started plotting how 


much I do and it ended up being about 20 percent of 


my business won't be able to be done if the wind 


towers go up the way they are placed right now, and 


another five percent within the boundary of the 


footprint area.  


I know this is kind of a small map, I 


wish I had a bigger one, but I started coloring in 


the fields that I spray here for the local farmers 


and it covers about two-thirds of that area that's 


in the boundaries.  It directly affected about 


12,000 acres that I wouldn't be able to spray on a 


yearly basis and another 3,000 acres that would be 


affected.  I don't know, it's about $100,000 worth 


of work for me that I wouldn't be able to do.  And 


also it affects -- did the battery go dead?  


And I'm not up here speaking against wind 


energy, but I am opposed to the placement of it.  


And the placement of the towers is going to directly 


affect -- is the mic going bad?  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Try this one. 


MR. KEN PETERSON:  The placement of the 


towers would directly affect whether a field could 
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be sprayed or not.  You know, if you had the towers 


maybe lined up in a parallel direction it would make 


a difference as to whether the fields could be 


sprayed or not.  How would that affect the farmers, 


you know, they wouldn't be able to treat their 


fields in a timely manner, the ones that I treat 


right now.  And even if I do, even with like one 


tower being in the way, the met towers say, for 


instance, that monitors the wind that's up here 


already, has affected a couple of the fields.  In 


fact, one of the fields I had to spray in two 


different directions and what it would do is 


increase the cost.  Even if I could spray it, it is 


probably going to cost anywhere from 50 percent to 


twice as much for the farmers to be able to spray 


those fields, and that could be a way and the 


decision of whether they could even afford it or 


not.  


And, you know, we spray these fields, a 


lot of times fields are too wet to go through with 


ground rigs.  Or once the crop gets up too high and 


the canopy closes in the roads and you can't drive 


through the fields anymore and that's why the 


farmers need me to come in and treat their fields 


for them.  We're treating them for disease, weeds, 
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insects, fertilize, we can do a lot of things by 


air.  And these diseases and insects can wipe out 


fields within days, totally wipe out the crop.  


So it is paramount that these fields be 


accessible by air and be able to be treated by air.  


It will directly affect the area and whether that 


can happen or not.  


And for the landowners who are putting up 


these towers, it's going to affect whether a farmer 


is going to be able to rent that land or not.  If he 


needs to have aerial spraying to be able to access 


that field, he's not going to be able to spray if 


there's towers in the way.  


And you'd think that, you know, I could 


fly around these towers, but it's hard, it's really 


hard because I'm flying like 150 miles an hour, and 


these towers are going by like bang, bang, bang.  


And they're not just stationary, they're moving 


targets besides.  And they're huge, they're like 500 


feet tall with a huge blade diameter.  And I can't 


get above them in the turns like I do most 


obstacles, I have to fly in and amongst them.  


And trying to keep track of where all 


these towers are as I'm making a turn, plus I've got 


hundreds of other things to watch, such as 
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monitoring my gauges on the engine parameters, 


watching the flow of the chemical and how, you know, 


the ground speed, air speed, all these things are 


all going through my head.  Where people are on the 


ground in relation to me so that I can avoid them, 


and plus all these towers, it just adds a massive 


amount of mental trying to keep track of it all.  


And all it takes is one second of a lapse of where 


everything is and you're hitting something.  And you 


only get one chance in my business, there's no reset 


button like on a video game, it's all over.  


There has been recently an accident out 


in California where they hit a met tower that was 


unmarked and unseen by the pilot, and so these 


fatalities do occur.  So that's how it would affect 


my business, it would take out about 25 percent of 


my business by these towers going up.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  


MR. GARY PLATH:  My name is Gary Plath.  


I should probably just shout, I'm used to running 


meetings and stuff, so talking loud is no big deal.  


Gary Plath, G-A-R-Y, P-L-A-T-H.  I live on the old 


Paulson farm west of town.  We kind of joke about 


that, everybody knows the old Paulson farm.  


UNIDENTIFIED:  I can't hear you.  
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MR. GARY PLATH:  They can't hear me back 


there, okay.  We'll try it.  


I grew up within just a few miles of 


downtown Minneapolis, lived there all my life, I was 


a manufacturer's rep for ten, 12 years and traveled 


three states.  When I decided I wanted to retire I 


started looking around and spent a year and a half 


looking.  This is where I ended up.  


Why did I end up out here?  People.  I've 


got phenomenal neighbors.  We have a nice town here.  


It actually is growing a little bit, I guess, from 


the census, it grew about 60 in the last ten years.  


I chose to retire here.  You got great fishing, you 


got wonderful people.  You're close enough to the -- 


I call Alex the big city now, but you're close 


enough to that for everything.  It's just a 


wonderful place to live.  


I got to say the one thing.  I've been 


here four years, the one thing that irritated me, 


and it's a slight irritation, you know, I don't have 


the facts and the figures on all the stuff that, you 


know, negativities, you know, the things you guys 


brought to the table, I'm from the gut.  When the 


met tower got put up it's like I walk out of my 


bedroom, I see the red light.  I don't like that.  
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Without being too crude, if you're in my bathroom 


and look out the back door if you don't have the 


door shut, at night you see the red light from the 


met tower.  I didn't move up here for that stuff.  


Now I'm going to have all sorts of stuff in my view.  


And getting back to somebody talking 


about house prices, I mean, what would my ten acres 


with a 140-year-old farmhouse with a decrepit barn 


be worth without the views that I have?  It's 


just -- it's a great place to live.  I can't, you 


know, I keep a lawn chair facing to the north and 


there's the met tower.  Pretty soon there is going 


to be -- there's going to be around five of those 


lights I can see directly to the north.  And I 


thought, well, I'll move my sitting spot over to the 


other side of the house.  And it's like, well, to do 


that I'm going to have to cut down a whole bunch of 


trees on the shoreline.  Well, then it's like where 


are the wood ducks going to go, where are the 


woodpeckers going to go?  I got woodpeckers all year 


round, I got wood ducks.  So I've got to cut all 


those trees so I can sit and look at the stars and 


the northern lights.  And it just -- it's not what I 


moved up here for, you know.  


And I'd agree with, you know, whoever 
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said the value of your houses, I mean, you're going 


to build a house on the west side of town over here?  


You know, it's just -- I don't know.  That's where 


I'm coming from, strictly from the gut.  I don't 


have any facts and figures to put up, alls I know is 


that when I look out three sides of my house you see 


water and woods, lakes all over, it's just 


wonderful.  


Like I say, you know, I can pick anywhere 


to live.  You know, I don't have family up here, my 


closest relative is in Maple Grove, you know.  But 


it's great up here.  And I do have neighbors that 


aren't here because they feel that it's urinating in 


the wind to even come to a meeting like this because 


they feel that it's a done deal when it gets to this 


point.  And that's more of a reflection on the 


state.  


I've seen it happen.  And I worked in the 


Cities, I saw Carlson Travel, those people, I saw 


what they did in Plymouth.  Everybody was opposed to 


the Carlson Business Centers there.  Everybody.  One 


by one the leaders started dropping out.  Well, why 


did they drop out?  Well, Carlson bought their 


houses.  So now you got all the business stuff in 


there.  I saw that happen, I know people that lived 
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there.  And it's like they went to all of the 


meetings.  


And I wasn't going to come either because 


I don't need to have my blood pressure up.  And I 


do, I kind of feel like, you know, and I told one of 


my neighbors, it was that windy day last week, we 


were having coffee at my house, we might as well 


step out the door and let's pee to the north because 


that's where the wind is coming from about 40 miles 


an hour.  And I hope that's not the case.  The facts 


you guys brought to the table, there's a lot of 


stuff like that.  You know, this electricity stuff, 


most people don't know about it, they haven't 


researched it.  


You know, you look at, on a related note, 


people in the Cities that wouldn't live near the 


small transformers of power lines because of 


suspected birth defect stuff.  I know a couple guys 


like that.  And when my kid moved I told him, I 


says, is there a transformer in the neighborhood, 


you know, because he's got two small kids.  You 


know, that's stuff where there's not enough research 


out there.  


And I hope we're not urinating in the 


wind here and I hope everybody gets up here and 
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expresses an opinion.  I'm not that eloquent a 


talker, I don't think, but you guys come on up, 


voice your opinion.  


And while we're asking questions, how do 


you stop a project like this?  Will you answer that?  


Thank you.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Well, it would be wrong on 


so many levels for me to try to advise you on that, 


but I will say that in the state of Minnesota there 


is a statutory preference and requirement towards 


incorporating wind energy into the overall 


electrical system, so that's where the impetus for 


wind development in the state comes from.  


So my job, as well as the people that 


make the final decisions in the Public Utilities 


Commission, are here to make sure that it gets done 


in the most efficient, respectful and as safe as 


possible manner that it can be done.  What we review 


here is the economics, the environmental impact, and 


we try to understand what all the variables are, and 


that's what we're doing here today.  


DR. CONNIE TARASEK:  My name is 


Dr. Connie Tarasek, C-O-N-N-I-E, T-A R-A-S-E-K.  I'm 


the veterinarian in town.  I've been here 25 years.  


Anybody who thinks the town's growing is looking the 
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wrong way.  When I came to town there was three 


grocery stores, a big zero now.  Sidewalks used to 


be shoveled, ain't happening, got to walk in the 


street from the vet clinic to the post office 


because people don't shovel the sidewalks.  School 


population, down.  This is going to help the school 


by generation of property taxes, it's going to help 


the township by generation of property taxes.  


I've been to Trimont, Minnesota where 


there's a huge wind farm, farmers are growing 


soybeans 15 feet away from the towers.  I've been in 


North Dakota to Tonka Wind Farm that spans the 


North-South Dakota border, one of the biggest ones 


out there and the cattle are grazing 15 feet from 


the towers.  There's one in North Dakota.  Schools 


out there are staying open that would close because 


of wind farms.  Kulm, North Dakota, that's K-U-L-M, 


that's a Tonka wind farm, graduates eight kids a 


year.  Who can run a school with a class of eight 


without some significant property tax money?  And 


you all know we have a school finance problem here.  


The town will boom for the 18 months or 


two years that it takes to build this project.  The 


towns out there boomed, they couldn't house people, 


they couldn't feed them, they couldn't entertain 
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them, they couldn't keep up with the demand.  


I think this is a good project.  No one 


has given any scientific data that supports these 


adverse effects of seizures and heart palpitations, 


this is all anecdotal information.  I heard this 


crap years ago when the high line was going to go 


through west central Minnesota, there was going to 


be all these problems, and that never happened.  


We're building a big power line along the interstate 


now, if anybody's been to the Cities, right through 


major population areas.  I think this is a win/win 


for Parkers.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  And, again, 


tonight is not necessarily going to get us to the 


bottom of the answers or what all the answers are, 


but it's good to bring up all the issues, so that if 


they weren't in my points to be reviewed and 


revisited, you can make sure that they are.  


And for people -- I'm here, I'm accepting 


more comment, and I'm letting you know that if you 


feel more comfortable putting things in writing, by 


all means, feel free to do that.  But we're all 


neighbors and -- well, not me.  We're all neighbors 


and in this coming together I think it's good that 


people should go out and share their ideas with each 
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other.  


MR. RODNEY PETERSON:  I just have a 


question about the group there.  Who is going to buy 


this power?  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  The question is from 


Mr. Peterson?  


MR. RODNEY PETERSON:  Yes. 


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  The question is who is 


going to buy the power and, actually, I think 


Mr. Carlson can address that, or at least the 


question of how that gets determined.  


MR. TERRY CARLSON:  Well, who would buy 


our power.  100 megawatts is a lot of electricity, 


that's for sure.  So we have addressed that over the 


last six months, working with NSP, who owns Xcel 


Energy.  The document that we forwarded to them was 


about 400 pages.  They, in turn, I believe, went 


elsewhere after an existing wind farm.  


After that, there is only a few other 


utilities out here.  Another would be Minnesota 


Power.  We've also sent them a document such as 


that.  And there's only a couple more utilities out 


here.  


But I believe these RFPs, or request for 


proposals, are far and few, and we are still 
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currently addressing the sale of our electricity.  


But we still have a site permit and a certificate of 


need to address.  So it would be a major utility or 


a group of utilities, yes.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  


And the issue is, the way the state 


process works, you know, we have the certificate of 


need, we have the site permit.  If the site permit 


is issued, there's a clause in the site permit 


that's in every site permit, and in the process 


there's a preconstruction meeting before, when all 


the environmental studies are done, if everything 


comes to fruition and everything is on the table, 


there is a provision in the permit that says before 


construction would begin there would be a power 


purchase agreement in place or some other 


enforcement mechanism.  So it's not a project that 


would go up if it didn't have economic viability.  


The state wants to make sure that those kind of 


economic possibilities don't occur.  But that's a 


good question.  


MR. GALE IVERSON:  Gale Iverson, G-A-L-E, 


I-V-E-R-S-O-N.  


I have a question about, like, say, 


right-of-way.  The power line goes down a township 
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road and supposedly the landowner owns to the center 


of the road.  So if it's not eminent domain and if 


you haven't signed the power contract, I have a 


question then, how does that -- how is that 


determined?  That he has the right, say, to go with 


Prairie Wind down with the power line?  


UNIDENTIFIED:  We can't hear him.  


MR. GALE IVERSON:  It would be the 


right-of-way with the power line, say, down a 


township road.  How does that right-of-way work if 


there's not an eminent domain and both parties on 


both sides of the road have not signed the contract?  


And I guess there's a number of legal issues of, 


well, liabilities, too.  When you put a power line 


down there and you have other obstructions and 


crossing the roads and how is this liability covered 


for everyone involved, including the public?  


Thank you.  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  And there is issues I 


think in every case today, but I think typically, 


unless it's been -- I'd say typically, in the 


concept as far as wind developers, there hasn't been 


a case of eminent domain granted by the Public 


Utilities or by the state.  So, in other words, then 


the developer is responsible, that he needs to get 
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easements from landowners in order to have wind 


rights to build a wind farm, in order to get 


easements to put up transmission lines.  So the onus 


is on the developer to get those easements.  


I want you to keep in mind, of course, 


that tonight is not your only chance.  You can 


contact me at any time with these comments or, 


actually, if you have questions.  Mr. Eknes is in 


the process, you can contact him at any time about 


what the process is.  But as we go forward your 


ideas are going to help us understand what the real 


true impact of this particular project in this 


particular place, Parkers Prairie, Minnesota in 


Otter Tail County.  What's the real impact, what are 


the real concerns, what are some of the things that 


will be problematic, what are some of the things 


that we can do to mitigate the problems, what are 


some of the positives of this against another 


project.  So those are the things we'll be looking 


at over the next six months or so.  


So is there anybody else yet that wants 


to jump in?  


MR. BOB PREUSS:  My name is Bob Preuss, 


P-R-E-U-S-S.  I'm new to the area here and I live 


out on County Road 6 in the outlying area of the 
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project.  And I guess I'm conflicted by what you've 


been talking about tonight here.  The statement in 


the letter that I received says, and I quote, under 


Minnesota law -- and by the way, I'm impartial about 


this right now, because I'm not sure whether it's a 


benefit, an asset, or not.  I don't see the economic 


boom that I'm hearing about coming to this city.  I 


don't understand that.  And I don't understand how 


this is going to improve my taxes.  I will find that 


out, though.  


Now, with regard to this statement here, 


it says under Minnesota law the CN, which is what 


we're doing, proceeding, is the only, only time 


which a no-build alternative can be considered.  


That means tonight, if it doesn't get killed, it's 


going through.  


Thank you.  That's right, wrong, or 


indifferent. 


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Okay.  That's an 


interesting point.  It's good to read -- the CN 


process is where that is determined, the size, type, 


and timing, how big a project, where it's going to 


be, that kind of thing.  The siting process is a 


different thing about mitigations, finding the right 


locations, making sure we avoid as many 
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environmental impacts as possible and, again, trying 


to mitigate for those.  


The decision whether or not it's going to 


get built is underway now.  You're absolutely right.  


And that's a process that, again, about six months 


down the road will be determined by the Public 


Utilities Commission and they will make that 


decision based on agency comments, the environmental 


report, and much of which has been fed into from 


your own contributions and your own information.  So 


this is the process.  


MR. BOB PREUSS:  If I could?  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Sure.  


MR. BOB PREUSS:  Today I spent some time 


on the telephone and I found out a couple of 


interesting things.  Number one, I checked with four 


counties that have wind farms in the state of 


Minnesota.  There is a process going on right now 


where most of the people that you can talk to are in 


favor of it because of the financial reward that the 


farmer receives for having a tower on his property.  


That's from four to ten thousand dollars per year 


per tower.  That does not include the easement that 


they receive.  


But there's a county called Goodhue, 
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south of the Minneapolis area, that is currently in 


conflict right now.  And the county board has 


instituted an ordinance to prevent wind farms from 


going up in their community.  And there's a lot of 


weird iffy things going on there, and I don't know 


all the details, but I do know that right now it's 


in the next step of the process and it's in front of 


a magistrate judge.  


So their concerns are a lot of what I'm 


hearing here tonight and I don't know what the 


result is going to be.  But I think it's something 


that those who are opposed to it might want to keep 


their eye on, because I'm told that if the judge 


sides with the county that it will kill wind farms 


in the state of Minnesota because of the setback 


requirements that they're trying to get implemented.  


So -- 


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thank you.  That's a very 


complicated case that's been through the routing 


process and, you're right, is under review.  Again, 


the issue, as you know, is a question of how the PUC 


takes into consideration the separate statute -- or 


not separate statute, separate ordinances of a 


county and then specific conditions.  So I wouldn't 


want to argue the fine points that they're outlawing 
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wind farms, but they have an opinion on what a 


legitimate setback would be to meet their 


requirements. 


MR. BOB PREUSS:  That came from wind 


power people, they said if they get approved or if 


the judge sides with the county, that it practically 


will kill the projects because they can't meet the 


setbacks. 


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Right.  And we will 


certainly -- we've certainly had all those arguments 


before the judge and that will certainly be debated 


in that case.  So I wouldn't be the one to try to 


judge whether or not that's the case.  It's an 


interesting case and it's ongoing right now, yes.  


MS. CLAUDIA LILJEGREN:  Claudia Liljegren 


again.  


Are the 250 feet setback from the 


residence or the property?  And when you talk about 


250 feet, I'm guessing that that would be from 


around here to Sammy's?  


MR. BIRKHOLZ:  Thanks.  That's a good 


question.  The 250 feet that the Minnesota -- 


conditions in Minnesota site permits today have been 


from roads.  The way the permit conditions have been 


written to date, there was a minimum, as Ms. Sanvik 
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talked about, of 500 feet away from residences.  Not 


from property lines, but from residences.  Or the 


distance required to meet the Minnesota statutory 


noise guidelines.  So we're finding that typically 


the modeling on modern wind turbines, I don't think 


there have been any permits issued and, of course, 


we would have to go back to the record rather than 


my memory, but for anything less than 1,000 feet 


minimum required setback from residences in the 


recent past.  


Well, the discussion will go on.  I don't 


want to hold you all night and force you to 


participate in it this evening, but we definitely 


want to encourage all of you to participate and to 


help you understand what you need to know about this 


and to help us understand what we need to look at 


that we may not be looking at.  This is the process, 


this is, as the gentleman pointed out, this is the 


process where those issues are determined and 


reviewed, so.  


Okay.  I'm really glad to see everybody 


that turned out, this is a way we can get everybody 


into the discussion.  And I appreciate the turnout 


and I appreciate your participation.  It's very 


useful, very helpful.  
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I'm sure the company and I will be around 


for a little while to answer any questions.  They 


have a map out there outside.  


So, thank you for coming this evening.  


(Meeting concluded.) 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Sunday, May 08, 2011 12:06 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Bartlett Sun May  8 12:06:14 2011 IP-6844/WS-10-438


 


This public comment has been sent via the form at: 


www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html 


 


You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.   


 


Project Name: Prairie Wind Energy 100 MW LWECS in Otter Tail County 


 


Docket number: IP-6844/WS-10-438 


 


User Name: Gary  Bartlett 


 


County: Otter Tail County 


 


City: Parkers Prairie 


 


Email:  


 


Phone:  


 


Impact:  We made a mistake by signing a contract with Prairie Wind Energy.     When this 


project started we were told that there would be 3 to 5 towers total spread out over a large 


area.  That is clearly not what the project is now.  We were told one thing when Prairie Wind 


wanted us on board with this project, and the present configuration is nothing like it was 


when we signed our contract.   With the present tower location there will be increased aerial 


spraying will over our land.  We have wetlands on our property and the ducks, geese, and 


swans will be affected by the towers.  We are extremely concerned by the noise, low frequency 


vibrations, and flicker effect.  We also believe that the resale value of our property will 


be negatively affected by this project.  If we could break our contract we would.  If we 


could go back we would never sign with Prairie Wind.   


 


Mitigation: The project concerns could be mitigated by Prairie Wind moving the project to an 


area where there are not homes and farms.  The project is many fold larger that it was when 


first proposed.  


 


Submission date: Sun May  8 12:06:14 2011 


 


 


 


This information has also been entered into a centralized database for future analysis. 


 


For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact: 


 


Andrew Koebrick 


andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Linda Bates [lbates@pp.k12.mn.us]
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 7:56 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Prairie Wind Project


I do not want this wind project near Parkers Prairie or in Elmo Township.  I own property in both areas and do not want 


this eye sore stringing across our prairie land.  I’m also concerned about health issues for my neighbors and myself.  


Please do not place this in/near Parkers Prairie. 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Bobbi Duberowski [bobbi.duberowski@midwestbank.net]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 10:24 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Proposed Wind Farm/Prairie Wind Energy


 Opposition to Proposed Wind Farm/ Prairie Wind Energy 


Issues and concerns include but not limited to: 


 


•         Access roads that interrupt parcels/fields 


•         Inability to use aerial spraying for crops 


•         Loss of farm revenue that in turn creates job loss for local farm employees 


•         Possibility of eminent domain for transmission if a utility contracts with PWE 


•         Significant land value deflation 


•         Significant property tax loss  


•         Decreased population and in turn decreased tax revenue 


•         Potential for levy or referendum to maintain public schools 


•         Increased utility rates  


•         Loss of hunting access/privileges  


•         Destruction of wildlife habitat 


•         Reduction in ability to build habitat and reforest 


•         A power purchase agreement has not been established at this time.  What do the utilities know that is keeping them from signing on?  


It’s not a good area for wind! 


•         Proposed federal budget cuts may reduce or eliminate subsidies currently in place to support wind energy leaving the proposed 


project incomplete 


•         Recession weary citizens cannot bear the burden of more subsidies on unproven initiatives 


•         At least 3 Bald Eagle nests are clearly visible within the footprint, while the biologist will likely report more these 3 are clearly visible by 


the public simply from the road right of way 


•         Health concerns as covered under recent scientific studies including but not limited to sleep deprivation and insomnia as well as 


negative effects tied to noise and shadow flicker 


•         The special segment that aired on Fox 9 on Sunday May 8 is a perfect example as to why this proposal cannot move forward as 


proposed 


•         We are asking that the PUC to consider at least a 2500 foot setback from any property line with this and all future wind farms in the 


state of Minnesota 


•         We will pursue any and all legal action available to us starting at the county level if this program moves forward as proposed 


•         Stearns County and Goodhue are currently pursuing increased setbacks as you know and this litigation will cost already burdened 


Minnesota tax payers even more 


•         Spread out over too large of an area 


•         Socialized risk and privatized reward 


•         Aesthetically imposing, the turbines will detour tourism 


 


  


Bobbi L. Duberowski 


Loan Administration 


Midwest Bank-Parkers Prairie 


Phone: 218-338-6054 


Fax: 218-338-5070 


bobbi.duberowski@midwestbank.net 
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NOTICE: This message is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, Title 18, United States Code,§§ 
2510-2521.  This e-mail and any attached files are the exclusive property of Midwest Bank and are deemed privileged 
and confidential, and are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed.  If 
you are not one of the named recipient(s) or believe that you have received this message in error, please delete this 
document and notify the sender immediately.  Any other use, re-creation, dissemination, forwarding, or copying of this e-
mail is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.  Receipt by anyone other than the named recipient(s) is not a waiver of 
any attorney-client, work product, or other applicable privilege. 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Jim Duberowski [jimduberowski@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 8:27 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: RE: PWE Concerns
Attachments: PWE Protest.docx


Opposition to Proposed Wind Farm/ Prairie Wind Energy 


Issues and concerns include but not limited to: 


 


•          Access roads that interrupt parcels/fields 


•          Inability to use aerial spraying for crops 


•          Loss of farm revenue that in turn creates job loss for local farm employees 


•          Possibility of eminent domain for transmission if a utility contracts with PWE 


•          Significant land value deflation 


•          Significant property tax loss  


•          Decreased population and in turn decreased tax revenue 


•          Potential for levy or referendum to maintain public schools 


•          Increased utility rates  


•          Loss of hunting access/privileges  


•          Destruction of wildlife habitat 


•          Reduction in ability to build habitat and reforest 


•          A power purchase agreement has not been established at this time.  What do the utilities know that is keeping them from signing on?  


It’s not a good area for wind! 


•          Proposed federal budget cuts may reduce or eliminate subsidies currently in place to support wind energy leaving the proposed project 


incomplete 


•          Recession weary citizens cannot bear the burden of more subsidies on unproven initiatives 


•          At least 3 Bald Eagle nests are clearly visible within the footprint, while the biologist will likely report more these 3 are clearly visible by 


the public simply from the road right of way 


•          Health concerns as covered under recent scientific studies including but not limited to sleep deprivation and insomnia as well as 


negative effects tied to noise and shadow flicker 


•          The special segment that aired on Fox 9 on Sunday May 8 is a perfect example as to why this proposal cannot move forward as 


proposed 


•          We are asking that the PUC to consider at least a 2500 foot setback from any property line with this and all future wind farms in the 


state of Minnesota 


•          We will pursue any and all legal action available to us starting at the county level if this program moves forward as proposed 


•          Stearns County and Goodhue are currently pursuing increased setbacks as you know and this litigation will cost already burdened 


Minnesota tax payers even more 


•          Spread out over too large of an area 


•          They are an eye sore 


 


 
Jim Duberowski 


Hosted Hunts, Inc. 
and Outdoor Connection  


54015 State Hwy 235 


Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
jimd@outdoor-connection.com 


www.hosted-hunts.com 
763-442-2741 
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From: david.birkholz@state.mn.us 


To: jimduberowski@hotmail.com 


Date: Tue, 10 May 2011 08:22:02 -0500 
Subject: RE: PWE Concerns 


Please resend as this document seems to be corrupted. 


  


David E. Birkholz, State Permit Manager 


DOC - Energy Facility Permitting 


http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us 


phone 651.296.2878|fax 651.297.7891 


email david.birkholz@state.mn.us 


  


From: Jim Duberowski [mailto:jimduberowski@hotmail.com]  


Sent: Monday, May 09, 2011 9:14 PM 


To: Birkholz, David (COMM) 
Subject: PWE Concerns 


  
Mr. Birkholz, please see the attached document. 


  
Jim Duberowski 


Hosted Hunts, Inc. 


and Outdoor Connection  
54015 State Hwy 235 


Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
jimd@outdoor-connection.com 


www.hosted-hunts.com 


763-442-2741 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Showcase Homes [showcase@midwestinfo.net]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 10:38 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Proposed wind farm/ Prairie Wind Energy


  Access roads that interrupt parcels/fields 
 


•         Inability to use aerial spraying for crops 
 


•         Loss of farm revenue that in turn creates job loss for local farm employees 
 


•         Possibility of eminent domain for transmission if a utility contracts with PWE 
 


•         Significant land value deflation 
 


•         Significant property tax loss  
 


•         Decreased population and in turn decreased tax revenue 
 


•         Potential for levy or referendum to maintain public schools 
 


•         Increased utility rates  
 


•         Loss of hunting access/privileges  
 


•         Destruction of wildlife habitat 
 


•         Reduction in ability to build habitat and reforest 
 


•         A power purchase agreement has not been established at this time.  What do the utilities know that is keeping them from signing on?  


It’s not a good area for wind! 
 


•         Proposed federal budget cuts may reduce or eliminate subsidies currently in place to support wind energy leaving the proposed project 


incomplete 
 


•         Recession weary citizens cannot bear the burden of more subsidies on unproven initiatives 
 


•         At least 3 Bald Eagle nests are clearly visible within the footprint, while the biologist will likely report more these 3 are clearly visible by 


the public simply from the road right of way 
 


•         Health concerns as covered under recent scientific studies including but not limited to sleep deprivation and insomnia as well as negative 


effects tied to noise and shadow flicker 


•         The special segment that aired on Fox 9 on Sunday May 8 is a perfect example as to why this proposal cannot move forward as proposed 


•         We are asking that the PUC to consider at least a 2500 foot setback from any property line with this and all future wind farms in the 


state of Minnesota 


•         We will pursue any and all legal action available to us starting at the county level if this program moves forward as proposed 


•         Stearns County and Goodhue are currently pursuing increased setbacks as you know and this litigation will cost already burdened 


Minnesota tax payers even more 


•         Spread out over too large of an area 


•         Socialized risk and privatized reward 


•         Aesthetically imposing, the turbines will detour tourism 
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Tom Duberowski 


12265 Co. Hwy. 79  Parkers Prairie, Mn. 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Scott Hoffman [scott.hoffman@polarisind.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 4:46 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Parkers Prairie Wind Energy Opposition


Dear Mr. Birkholtz, 


 


I am writing this email to express my concern and opposition to the proposed wind energy farm in Parkers Prairie.  I was 


born and raised in Parkers Prairie and spent 20 years of my life there.  I’ve always taken pride in my home town, 


especially when out-of-town family and friends comment on how nice of a town Parkers Prairie is and how quiet and 


beautiful of an area to raise a family. This past December my wife and I purchased property about 1 mile west of town 


on Lake Clarno to build a home within the next 3-4 years.  As you can imagine I’m not real excited about looking out over 


our lake and staring at a large wind turbine which is proposed to be erected only feet from where we intend to build our 


future home.  How am I going to get compensated for having to deal with that noisy eye-sore?  Now I am considering 


selling the property if these ridiculous things are allowed to be built, and potentially stay in Elk River, MN where we 


currently live.  As you know, these turbines are large, loud, ugly and non-beneficial to the local economy.  Even more, 


they don’t benefit local residents or create any jobs.  The only people to truly gain from these going up are those 


individuals who are trying to get this approved.  Please don’t allow my beautiful hometown skyline to get cluttered with 


these noisy wind turbines.  Thanks for your consideration. 


 


Opposition to Proposed Wind Farm/ Prairie Wind Energy Issues and concerns include but not limited to: 


 


•         Access roads that interrupt parcels/fields 


•         Inability to use aerial spraying for crops 


•         Loss of farm revenue that in turn creates job loss for local farm employees 


•         Possibility of eminent domain for transmission if a utility contracts with PWE 


•         Significant land value deflation 


•         Significant property tax loss  


•         Decreased population and in turn decreased tax revenue 


•         Potential for levy or referendum to maintain public schools 


•         Increased utility rates  


•         Loss of hunting access/privileges  


•         Destruction of wildlife habitat 


•         Reduction in ability to build habitat and reforest 


•         A power purchase agreement has not been established at this time.  What do the utilities know that is keeping 


them from signing on?  It’s not a good area for wind! 


•         Proposed federal budget cuts may reduce or eliminate subsidies currently in place to support wind energy leaving 


the proposed project incomplete 


•         Recession weary citizens cannot bear the burden of more subsidies on unproven initiatives 


•         At least 3 Bald Eagle nests are clearly visible within the footprint, while the biologist will likely report more these 3 


are clearly visible by the public simply from the road right of way 


•         Health concerns as covered under recent scientific studies including but not limited to sleep deprivation and 


insomnia as well as negative effects tied to noise and shadow flicker 


•         The special segment that aired on Fox 9 on Sunday May 8 is a perfect example as to why this proposal cannot 


move forward as proposed 


•         We are asking that the PUC to consider at least a 2500 foot setback from any property line with this and all future 


wind farms in the state of Minnesota 


•         We will pursue any and all legal action available to us starting at the county level if this program moves forward as 


proposed 
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•         Stearns County and Goodhue are currently pursuing increased setbacks as you know and this litigation will cost 


already burdened Minnesota tax payers even more 


•         Spread out over too large of an area 


•         Socialized risk and privatized reward 


•         Aesthetically imposing, the turbines will detour tourism 


 


Thanks, 
Scott Hoffman | Technical Writer 
Polaris Industries Inc. | 7290 East Viking Blvd | Wyoming, MN 55092 
(763) 417-8603 | scott.hoffman@polarisind.com 


 


 


CONFIDENTIAL: 
 
The information contained in this email communication is confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by return 
email and destroy all copies of this communication, including all attachments. 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: biverson@douglas-machine.com
Sent: Monday, May 09, 2011 11:50 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: CN-10-429 Prairie Wind Energy Project


 
I would like to go on record as objecting to the wind towers being proposed for Elmo Township and the surrounding 
community.  We currently also own a farm that has been in the family for over a century which is adjacent to property 
owned by the Carlson family.  We have been approached by Terry Carlson numerous times regarding a wind tower and 
also being asked to sign off on set backs so that neighbors could put wind towers on their property (of course as far from 
their homes as possible.)  We chose to live where we do because of the solitude and love of nature that we both enjoy. 
 These wind towers would be a disturbance of that habitat.  In addition to the unknowns such as noise and flicker of the 
turbines we do not know what will happen to property values.  Who wants to buy a property  that is surrounded by wind 
towers???  There will also be traffic running up an down field roads servicing these wind turbines.  Also, if you do go to 
places that have wind turbines, much of the time they are not even turning.  Why??  Government subsidies are what is 
keeping these wind farms profitable.  When will those stop?  
They are also using poor economic times to sway people into thinking that these wind turbines are going to be their God-
send.   To provide them with income needed to continue the family farm.  Many don't realize that they also will be taxed on 
this income.   $5000 sounds pretty good when the economy has been brutal the last few years.    
Our small country church was also approached on signing on for a wind tower to be located on property just behind our 
church and cemetery.  I choose to be a member of this church that has set out on the prairie for over 125 years.  I do not 
want a disturbance of that.  But just the proposal of this is dividing the few members that we have left.    
Wind towers may have their place, but it should not be dotted amongst farms and small towns with the promise of how 
much the community will benefit from this.  Put them along the freeways which already have large right of ways and power 
lines running right there.  Maybe the cities and states that don't conserve energy should have to provide land for wind 
farms to provide them with power.  
   
Thank you.  
Regards,  
Terry & Becky Iverson 
56624 Co Hey 40  
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 
 
The information transmitted in this e-mail is intended only for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed and contains confidential and/or privileged material. This material may further be covered 
under a separate nondisclosure agreement. Any review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use 
of, or pursuing of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the 
intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please first notify 
the sender immediately and then delete this communication from all data storage devices and destroy 
all hard copies. Please consider the environment before printing this email. 


















Name:   Joyce M. Iverson                                                                                        5-1-2011 


Address:  14427 Tomten Road  


City:  Parkers Prairie                   State:  MN                ZIP:  56361 


Energy Facility Permitting Environmental Report Scoping Comment Form 


Prairie Wind Energy Project 


     In reading the Minnesota Department of Health study (Carl Herbrandson Ph.D. Toxicologist, 
2009) on the health effects of low frequency vibrations, sounds, and shadow flicker, I have some 
serious concerns on the long term health problems that can occur for the people of Parkers 
Prairie and the surrounding area.  After reading the comments by David Birkholz in the Parkers 
Prairie Independent regarding the concern of the community I don’t believe he could have read 
this report or did not understand its findings.   


     The Minnesota Department of Health Environmental Health Division study dated May 22, 
2009 (Carl Herbrandson Ph.D. Toxicologist, 2009) points to some very clear physical concerns.  
The study was conducted using information from existing wind farms in several states including 
Wisconsin and North Dakota as well as overseas.  The whooshing or low frequency vibrations 
which are the aerodynamic noise of the wind passing over the blade of a wind turbine, have been 
reported up to a mile which to my understanding is well beyond the set back that is proposed by 
this project.  It is also noted that it is not possible to eliminate the noise and the sound is often 
underestimated due to the calculations of human impact being conducted with the wind speed 
measurement at 10 meters above ground when in actuality the wind speeds at the height of the 
hub can be up to 2.6 times higher.  This is a big difference in the distance to which the 
aerodynamic modulation or whooshing can affect humans.   


     The rhythmic low frequency noise made by the wind turbines is more annoying than a steady 
noise.  Although annoyance is not the focus of my concern, I certainly would not want to buy a 
property in an area that I would be subjected to constant annoyance.  Since Parkers Prairie is 
where my husband and I live, this would reduce the value of our home and property as well as 
the other members of my community and the surrounding area.  The low frequency noise is often 
not even heard out of doors, but becomes an issue inside of homes as it resonates between the 
walls.  This study also notes that the results would be multiplied in the case of multiple turbines, 
becoming noticeably louder.  Add to this the difference in daytime to nighttime wind speed 
causing greater noise at night and it is understandable that insomnia and disturbed sleep patterns 
are common complaints of people living near wind farms. The effects of aerodynamic 
modulation can be a problem for up to 25% of people living within a mile of a wind turbine and 
the low frequency noise complaints have been reported more in rural areas and then more for 
people in the 55 to 70 age range.  According to the 2010 census 198 people living in Parkers 
Prairie are between the ages of 55 and 74.  That means that approximately 49 people could have 







adverse health effects.  That may not seem like many, but I would rather it not be me, or my 
family, or my friends, or my relatives.  Although true that some people may be more sensitive 
than others, it is also true that people that live closer to the turbines have more complaints of a 
reduction of quality of life accompanied by an increase in sleep loss and headaches.   


     Shadow flicker is reported worse in the morning and evening when the sun in low in the sky 
and it affects people both indoors and out.  Annoyance is the greatest complaint with shadow 
flicker, but the study does recommend that turbines should be located at least 984 feet or 300 
meters from roads to prevent driver hazard due to the distraction of the shadow flicker.   


     In 2009, due to reports of a constellation of symptoms by people living from 1000 feet to just 
under a mile from wind turbines, a new medical condition was identified.  It is called Wind 
Turbine Syndrome.  Symptoms can include headache, tinnitus, ear pressure, vertigo, nausea, 
visual blurring, tachycardia, irritability, cognitive problems, panic episodes, and internal 
pulsation.  Although not in a direct study of wind turbines, the World Health Organization 
statement on the matter of low frequency noise such as is a produced by wind turbines is, “it 
should be noted that a large proportion of low frequency components in noise may increase 
considerably the adverse effects on health”.   


     I am not against the production and use of clean energy when the wind farms are constructed 
in uninhabited areas where there is a reduced risk of adverse health effects to humans.  Do I 
think that the effects of wind turbines on human health would be fatal?  Probably not.  Do I think 
those effects can make someone’s life uncomfortable or miserable? Most likely.  I believe in free 
enterprise as much as I believe in free speech, but to force people to take the risk of health 
hazards that are clearly documented is a sad part of capitalism in which money has become more 
important than people.      


 


Works Cited 
Carl Herbrandson Ph.D. Toxicologist, R. B. (2009). Public Health Impacts of Wind Turbines. St. Paul, MN: 


Minnesota Department of Health Environmental Health Division. 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: tdog05@gmail.com on behalf of Troy Kramer [troy@masteringgreen.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 1:06 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Cc: ppinews@me.com
Subject: CN-10-429
Attachments: archtowerwindfarm.jpg; wind-farm-1.jpg; windfarm_1.jpg


To Whom It May Concern: 
 


My brother who lives in the Parkers Prairie area notified me that Parkers Prairie was having an issue 


with a proposed wind farm in your area.  So, I thought I should let everyone know that there are 


alternatives to horizontal (old technology) wind turbines. I know I can't address the issue of tower 


placement for the wind turbines, but perhaps I can address the following issues: 


 


1. Wildlife impact --  Our turbines are bird friendly. 


2. Long Term Effects of Turbine Sound  -- Our turbines are virtually silent. 


3. Shadow Effect -- Our turbines have no shadow effect. 


4. Property Values -  In general, properties with renewable energy generation have property values that go up 


as far as residential and commercial applications go, but as far as this applies to wind farms I really can't speak 


to that and this may be another discussion.  


 


I have attached some renderings of a vertical axis wind turbine wind farm, but please go to our website to 


learn more:  www.masteringgreen.com 


 


 


 


---  


Sincerely, 


Troy Kramer 


 


 
 


UL Certified: MET Laboratories' accreditations and recognitions are some of the most difficult to obtain in the 


world, so we are excited that we obtained certification for our Wind Turbine, Generator, and Voltage Control 


unit. 


 


Go Green by installing our Revolutionary Vertical Axis Wind Turbine on 


your Home or Business & Zero your Electric Bill! 


 


Troy@MasteringGreen.com 


www.MasteringGreen.com 


1-888-949-0220 x17 


 


 


PRAIRIE WIND ENERGY PROJECT NOT  


WITHOUT CONTROVERSY AND CONCERN 
thursday, may 5, 2011 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: cliljegren@lmhc.org
Sent: Sunday, May 08, 2011 1:20 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Prairie Wind Energy


 


 


Mr. Birkholz: 


 


I am not in support of Prairie Wind Farms and their efforts to establish a wind farm in 


northwest Parkers Prairie.  I find so many problems with these turbines, which I made clear 


in the open meeting   


on April 19, 2011.   As noted in numerous examples throughout the   


state and nation, there are significant problems associated with wind farms, including low 


frequency noise, subsequent mental and medical complications, environmental concerns with 


wildlife, restricted pilot flying for pleasure and work, interference with land aesthetics, 


lowered property values, flickering lights, reduced farm production, and more. 


 


As wind farms are considered to be about green energy, why are so many farmers and 


communities engaged in lawsuits, primarily due to the above concerns and current setback 


distances?  Why are many in Europe now unsupportive of wind farms, despite their former 


enthusiasm?  Why aren't we attempting more to find energy that helps put gas in our vehicles 


vs. electric energy that we are in abundance of?  Why are other neighboring states more 


responsive to the concerns noted above and are establishing more restrictive guidelines?  Why 


is it that there are no local electric companies that want to buy wind power from this wind 


farm?  Why are we considering Prairie Wind Energy when it is interrupting or interfering in 


productive farm land in this area?  For that matter, why would wind energy systems be 


considered in any productive land? I thought that this wind energy program would not be 


seriously considered if it actually interfered with farm production or other business already 


established and maintained in the area?  There is no justification that this wind energy 


project would not interfere in these activities.  I, as well as many others, would be very 


sad and disappointed if you approved such a project. 


 


Claudia Liljegren, 


320-766-6341 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Barb Miller [barbmiller3@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 2:26 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Prairie Wind Energy Comments


Mr. Birkholz;  I was at the meeting in Parkers, but had to leave before I could ask my question.  We have just 


built a new home on Horsehead Lake on the west side.  I studied the map that showed the preliminary layout 


and note that the area on the map shows the layout goes east of Hwy 29 and past our lake.  I question if some 


turbines will be placed east of the highway.  The tubines will be in our line of sight of the beautiful sunset here 


on the prairie.   I come from northwest Iowa and know of no complaints of the turbines near my home there.  I 


know they have had a, or now 2, turbines very near to the high school in Spirit Lake, Iowa and I hear maybe 


another will be put up soon.  Our energy prices are high here and I hope this will affect the price of engergy 


here.on the prairie.  Thank you for you information and time.  Sincerely, Barbara J. Miller  14330 W. 


Horsehead Lake Rd.  Parkers Pr. MN 56361.   








1


Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 7:57 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Neiman Mon May  2 19:57:26 2011 IP-6844/WS-10-438


 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: 


www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html 
 


You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.   
 


Project Name: Prairie Wind Energy 100 MW LWECS in Otter Tail County 
 


Docket number: IP-6844/WS-10-438 
 


User Name: Derek Neiman 
 
County: Otter Tail County 


 
City: Parkers Prairie 


 
Email: derek.neiman@outlandenergy.com 


 
Phone:  


 
Impact:  After hearing about this wind project in my community I would just like to comment 


on it and give it my full support. I have been working on large scale wind farms, (from 10 
turbines up to 150 turbines) and I would just like to comment on the huge benefit these 
projects bring to the surrounding communities. The amount of money that will be brought into 


Parkers Prairie and the surrounding towns I think is being overlooked, from my experience 
there would be a huge increase in business simply from the gas purchased from all of the 


subcontractors on site to the food bought by the workers every day. Also the hotels and 
motels in the are would see a huge increase in business especially during the construction 


phases. The local companys involved in this project would also benefit greatly from the 
construction of the roads to the locating for all of the power and phone lines and everything 


in between. Overall the benefits this would provide the community would far outweigh the few 
negatives brought on by the project. I would love to see this project go up and hope it is 


approved and under construction in the near future. 
 
Mitigation:  


 
Submission date: Mon May  2 19:57:26 2011 


 
 


 
This information has also been entered into a centralized database for future analysis. 


 
For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact: 


 
Andrew Koebrick 
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Jackie Olson [jackie.olson@mail.co.douglas.mn.us]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 9:01 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: CN-10-429


RE: Prairie Wind Energy Project 
  
   I am commenting in regard to the Prairie Wind Energy Project in the northwest area of Parkers Prairie, MN. I have 
sincere negative concerns regarding the impact of this project on the wildlife and natural habitat in the area. I have sincere 
concerns regarding the negative short-term and long-term environmental impacts on the wildlife and habitat, including the 
residents living in the area. I have received negative and disturbing information regarding the impacts of the sound on 
human beings.  
   My husband, twelve year old daughter, and myself reside on a hobby farm in the area. We enjoy living in the area, 
particularly the privacy, peacefulness, and all of the beautiful wildlife. We are concerned regarding the wildlife being 
endangered by the impact of this project, including the negative physical impacts on ourselves. We enjoy getting up in the 
morning and hearing the sounds of all of the birds and wildlife, and would not enjoy seeing them die, including the sound 
instead of loud wind turbines. We live in the middle of where the turbines would be in the fields and land surrounding our 
home.  
   The land farmers in our area would be negatively impacted by this project. We feel that the farmers are a vital and 
positive part of the future of our community, our state, and our nation. 
   We love living in the area and where we do, although will not love it if this project happens. We love our small 
community of Parkers Prairie, although know that this project would not benefit the residents of our small community, the 
schools, or any part of the community as a whole. We support our community of Parkers Prairie, and are actively involved 
in improving and supporting our community. We strive for continued vitality and growth. 
   This project would only financially benefit the families who are involved in coordinating this project, NOT any other 
residents of our community. This is not feasible or fair. 
   The energy produced from this project WILL NOT BENEFIT the residents of our community at all.  
   I believe in a positive future for my daughter, my family, my neighbors and friends, and my community. 
   I DO NOT SUPPORT THIS PROJECT for many reasons, and feel extremely saddened and disheartened by the thought 
of the NEGATIVE IMPACTS of the project on my family, my community, my future, and the future of my community of 
Parkers Prairie. I do not wish to move from my home or the area, although may be forced to if this project happens. 
   Please contact me if you would like to speak to me further. 
   I appreciate your sincere consideration of the negative impact of this project on my family, neighbors and friends, and 
my community, including our wildlife friends who also make their home here. 
   Thank-you very much for your time and consideration. 
  
   Jacqueline Olson 
   54269 150th Street 
   Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 
   (218)640-1887 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 3:14 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Olson Tue May 10 15:14:00 2011 IP-6844/WS-10-438


 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: 


www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html 
 


You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.   
 


Project Name: Prairie Wind Energy 100 MW LWECS in Otter Tail County 
 


Docket number: IP-6844/WS-10-438 
 


User Name: Jacqueline Olson 
 
County: Otter Tail County 


 
City: Parkers Prairie 


 
Email:  


 
Phone: (218)640-1887 


 
Impact:   I DO NOT AGREE with this project. I have unending concerns regarding the impact of 


the project on the environment for many reasons. I have sincere concerns regarding the 
wildlife habitat in the area, including their health, well-being, and future as a result of 
this project. I have sincere concerns regarding the environmental and physical hazards for 


the humans residing in the area, I and my family being one of the many families affected by 
this project. I have researched much negative side effects of the impact of the long-term 


sound of the wind turbines on my family, friends and neighbors residing in our home and 
community. My family and I live in the middle of the project, and fear the many negative 


impacts this project would bring. I have sincere concerns regarding the negative impacts the 
project would make for the farmers in my community, with fields surrounding my home and 


property. This project WOULD NOT positively impact anyone, other then ONE FAMILY in the 
community who would receive financial gain. The energy produced will not positively impact my 


community, or even the state of Minnesota. The project will not positively impact my home, 
community, school, family, friends, and neighbors. Please sincerely consider the negative 
impact on the wildlife who make my home their home as well. They will have to leave, and so 


will my family and I. We love the peace and serenity of our home. We are long-term residents 
of this area, and our family roots run deep. We are proud of our community and living in the 


peace that we now have. Please save our home and community!! Please contact me with further 
questions. Jacqueline Olson 


 
Mitigation:  Please consider alternate sites other then our home!! 


 
Submission date: Tue May 10 15:14:00 2011 


 
 
 


This information has also been entered into a centralized database for future analysis. 
 


For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact: 
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Andrew Koebrick 


andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: bob paulson [bhillsbob@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 8:48 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Cc: bhillsbob@yahoo.com
Subject: CN-10-429


David, 
  
As a landowner just west of the proposed Parkers Prairie Wind Farm, I do not believe the proposed property line setbacks 
meet industry guidlines for minimal impact on adjacent landowners.  I would respectfully suggest a minimum property line 
setback of 1,000 feet. 
  
Our farm has been in our family since 1892.  It includes portions of Nelson, Mud (Miller) and Reese (Resser) Lakes.  This 
area in general would seem to be on the lower end of the efficiency scale since it does generally not include relative 
elevation, which typically enhances wind speed and efficiency. 
  
This project presents itself as an opportunistic endeavor with little or no research to justify its appropriateness.  As 
presented, it would do little for the State of Minnesota other than enrich the project proponent. 
  
Regards, 
Bob Paulson 
  
8100 Sheridan Lake Road 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
605-484-7233 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: bob paulson [bhillsbob@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 8:55 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: CN-10-429


David, 
  
I neglected to include a wind energy project guideline that I was referring to: 
  
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/docs/Wind_Energy_Guidelines_2_15_2011FINAL.pdf 
  
Sincerely, 
Bob Paulson 
  
8100 Sheridan Lake Road 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
605-484-7233 








At a time back in 2008, when I first heard of the “wind project” northwest of 
Parkers Prairie, it sounded intriguing.  As time progressed, it became 
apparent that the location of the proposed wind farm was to be located in the 
heart of prime agricultural land. 
 
As time passed, Terry Carlson, President of Prairie Wind Energy, got in 
touch with me, to look at his map of the location of the wind towers.  I did 
relay to him, that it sounded like a neat project, but it is a very poor choice of 
locations. 
 
The location of the wind towers in the area turns out to be in the dry land 
corners of irrigated farm land.  This presents a dangerous hazard to aerial 
crop spraying.  And there are several acres within the footprint of the wind 
farm that are impacted by the loss of the ability to spray by air. 
 
There has been, over a period of time, some middle ground found within, for 
relocation of some wind towers.  Most of this is due to, neighbors not 
wanting a wind tower on their land.  By not signing a lease agreement with 
Prairie Wind Energy, the setback rules forbid certain locations to be utilized. 
 
The Wind Project that is proposed by Prairie Wind Energy has been kept 
very low profile as to the impact that it will have to the local community, 
whether positive or negative. 
 
The CN Application meeting held on 4/19/2011, conducted by David 
Birkholz, did not share any REAL information with the public. 
 


1) Prairie Wind Energy did not address who was buying their power      
until a direct question was asked of them from the audience.  
Actually, at this time, they do not have a place to sell their power. 


 
2) They are pursuing bids from: 


1 - Road contractors for access roads 
2 - Concrete Prices for tower bases 


     3 - They have had boring trucks in the area taking core samples for        
           tower bases, so I’ve been told.  


 
 
None of this was brought up at the meeting.  It appears there is more going 
on with this project than they were willing to share with the public at the 
4/19/2011 meeting.   


 







 
A full page article, written by Mark Glaess, manager of Minnesota Rural 
Electric Association, is published in the February 2011 issue of the Todd-
Wadena Electric Cooperative monthly newsletter.  It states some very eye 
opening facts about the generation of wind power. 
 
It states that because of the “mandate” put into place by the State of 
Minnesota, utility companies are being forced down a path of having to buy 
power generated from wind farms at a rather expensive premium.  This is 
calculated by an average cost of 4.5 cents per kWh paid by utilities, but after 
the Federal subsidies, the market paid 2.7 cents per kWh produced by wind.  
This leaves a 1.8 cents kWh loss on 3.4 billion kWh, with total cost to 
Minnesotans of $62 million in 2009, due to having to buy wind generated 
power. 
 
  It will be hard to balance the Budget crisis by having to subsidize this 
mandate.  This amount of rate increase also adds to the difficulty of the 
citizens of Minnesota to be able to balance their own personal budgets.  
 
What happens as more wind farms are added to the SYSTEM?   Would it be 
fair to say that the 1.8 cents per kWh loss will only increase more, as more 
wind farms are added in the future. 
 
After talking to local power suppliers in our area, Lake Region Electric 
Cooperative, Todd Wadena Electric Cooperative, Runestone Electric 
Association, Otter Tail Power Company, they all say that being mandated by 
the State to purchase electricity is driving cost up tremendously.  This, at a 
time when there is an overabundance of power in the system already. 
 
I am all for new ideas, new projects, new jobs, but it appears to me that the 
cost of “going green” comes with a very hefty price tag! 
 
We totaled my kWh usage for 2009 and 2010, and multiplied by the 1.8 
cents increase due to wind power.  In my operation alone, my average cost 
increase due to that is $21,000 per year. 
 
When will the whole truth be told to Minnesotans about the cost of wind 
power? 
 
Rodney Peterson – Parkers Prairie, MN 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Gale [gmriedel@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, May 08, 2011 5:28 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: CN-10-429


To: Minnesota Department of Commerce 


 


Dear Sirs: 


 


My opposition to Prairie Wind Energy Project is as follows: 


 


1. Set backs from homes should be at least 5000 feet. 


 


2. These is no need for energy in this area. 


 


3. The cost of this energy cannot be explained to me. There is very little information available. 


 


4. My March 2011 utility bills had $50 + added for resource adjustment. 


 


5. Prairie Wind has tower placement all wrong, just look at other projects. 


 


6. Too many government rules being forced on citizens. Example, required green energy. 


 


7. This will lower property values. Result, lower taxes collected for local schools, townships and county 


government. 


 


Thank you, 


 


Alan H. Riedel                    Dated 5-7-2011 


 


 













 


 


TO: David Birkholz  
 
FROM: CD Tarasek DVM 
 
RE: CN-10-429 
 
I am writing in response to some of the issues raised at the April 19th meeting in Parkers 
Prairie and some of the points that have been made since in the press. 
 
First I consider a wind farm to be much like any other farm.  My neighbors/farmers have 
never asked me if I approved of their crop or their farming practices.  That includes 
aerial applicators flying low over my home at 6:30 am (especially irritating on Sundays). 
I don’t particularly like a steel shed popping out of every grove but, drive the countryside 
and that’s what’s happening - again people doing as they wish on their own property.  
 
Secondly, one man at the Parkers meeting spoke about his retirement home.  He was 
opposed to towers intruding on his solitude.  He lives in a modern world but doesn’t 
want progress “in his backyard”.  Well, progress has to be measured in terms of benefit 
out weighing risk or detriment.  The benefit to the community as a whole certainly out 
weighs his detriment.  The school, township, and city of Parkers Prairie will all benefit.  
The short term boom associated with construction will be seen in terms of food, lodging, 
and entertainment locally.  Workers will bring big money to town for awhile.  Also, the 
benefit of electricity from a renewable source within Minnesota is great.  Our state has 
mandated that we need to produce 10% of our electricity from wind and this is one place 
to do it..Our world isn’t big enough for “not in my backyard”. 
 
My third point is the health concerns.  I remember years back when a high voltage 
transmission line was being discussed for western Minnesota. The opponents stated there 
would be terrible effects --  birth defects, stray voltage, cattle would suffer etc.  None of 
these were ever documented. The Administrative Law Judge in the Goodhue Wind Farm 
case stated she found no scientific evidence for adverse health effects in people.  She 
mentioned peer - reviewed literature - the gold standard in scientific research.  There 
may be lots of reports of health concerns but none are backed by hard science.  You need 
control groups, limited variables, and statistical data that stands the judgment of other 
scientists to make a peer - reviewed journal.  My other thought in this area is the 
building if the Missouri River dams - a great source of cheap, non-polluting electricity.  
Was there some health effects to building those dams?  Yes, people were killed and 
maimed on those projects.  People lost homes, farm land, historic sites but the greater 
good was served by building those dams.   
 
Another point I want to make has to do with the aerial application of farm chemicals.  
My understanding is that an aerial applicator is supposed to do a visual inspection of the 
area (s)he is to treat prior to starting the process.  If that is done the turbines shouldn’t be 
any more of a problem than a silo, communications towers, or water tower.  You learn to 
deal with it.  I’ve personally seen these aerial applicators go underneath power lines.  
That could be a health hazard!  People have farmed here for years and will continue to 







 


 


farm they just need to embrace technology.  We all want electricity and demand more 
and more of it. 
 
My last point has to do with the discussion of the federal subsidy for wind energy.  The 
man at the April meeting who brought this point up is a row crop farmer who “lives” on 
federal crop subsidies.  I’m amazed he has the gall to be opposed to a different federal 
subsidy  What’s good for the goose is good for the gander!  Federal payments cost 
every tax payer but they keep business going, make jobs, keep our food supply “cheap” 
and help multitudes of people.  
 
Lets drop the stonewalling and support this project.  We all want a steady supply of 
electricity and wind turbines are preferable to coal and/or nuclear plants! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CD Tarasek, DVM 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)


From: Bob Wangerin [bob.wangerin@ctctelcom.net]
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 7:37 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: Parkers prairie


You can put me down as opposing this project.  We don’t want these in our backyard any more than the Kennedys in 


Massachusetts do. 


 


Would ruin the peace and serenity and obviously the views of one of the most beautiful parts of the state. 


Bob and Amy Wangerin. 





