




















                                              Division of Ecological Resources, Box 25 

 
 

                                           Phone: (651) 259-5109      E-mail: lisa.joyal@state.mn.us 
 
 
January 29, 2010       Correspondence # ERDB 20060939-0002 
  
Ms. Chantill Kahler Royer 
Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
1960 Premier Drive 
Mankato, MN  56001 
 
RE: Natural Heritage information in the vicinity of the proposed Big Blue Wind Farm;  
T102N R28W Sections 15, 19-22, 26-31; Faribault County 
 
Dear Ms. Kahler Royer, 
 
As requested, the Minnesota Natural Heritage Information System has been queried to determine if any rare species 
or other significant natural features are known to occur within an approximate one-mile radius of the proposed 
project.  Based on this query, there are no known occurrences of rare species within the search area. Please note, 
however, that the Minnesota County Biological Survey (MCBS) has identified native prairie remnants outside of the 
project boundary in the railroad right-of-way in T102N R28W Sections 7 & 8 (GIS shapefiles of MCBS Railroad 
Rights-of-way Prairies can be downloaded from the DNR’s Data Deli website at http://deli.dnr.state.mn.us/).  Given 
that more than 99% of the prairie that was present in the state before settlement has been destroyed, and more than 
one-third of Minnesota's endangered, threatened, and special concern species are now dependent on the remaining 
small fragments of Minnesota's prairie ecosystem, we feel that all prairie remnants merit protection. As such, the 
prairies should be considered an avoidance area for any transmission lines or other utilities associated with the wind 
farm. 

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about 
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Department of Natural Resources, Division of Ecological 
Resources.  The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most complete 
source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural 
features.  However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the occurrences of 
rare features within the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist 
within the project area.   

This letter does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as a whole. 
Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these rare features.  
Additional rare features for which we have no data may be present in the project area, or there may be other natural 
resource concerns associated with the proposed project.  For these concerns, please contact your DNR Regional 
Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Kevin Mixon, at (507) 359-6073.  Please be aware that additional site 
assessments or review may be required.  

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural 
resources.  An invoice will be mailed to you under separate cover.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 

            
      Lisa Joyal 
      Natural Heritage Review Coordinator  

 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, Minnesota  55155-4025 

 




