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In addition to the comments that follow, commenters also submitted several documents during 

the public comment period for the Black Oak Wind Farm Draft Site Permit.  Some of these 

documents may be under copyright.  To avoid any potential or perceived copyright infringement, 

the titles and locations of those documents are provided here:  

American Wind Energy Organization.  Size Specifications of Common Industrial Wind Turbines.  

http://www.aweo.org/windmodels.html  

Bennington Banner. April 21, 2011.   http://www.benningtonbanner.com.   

Folger, Tim.  "The Secret Ingredients of Everything." National Geographic.  June 2011.  

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/06/rare-earth-elements/folger-text  

Glaess, Mark.  “The Law of Good Intentions.”  North Star Enlightener.  November, 2010, p. 3.  

http://northstarelectric.coop/News1110.pdf  

http://www.aweo.org/windmodels.html
http://www.benningtonbanner.com/local.ci
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/06/rare-earth-elements/folger-text
http://northstarelectric.coop/News1110.pdf


Gunderson, Dan.  "Wind power surplus blamed for spike in rural electricity costs." MPR News.  

November 23, 2010.  http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/11/23/wind-power-

electricity-rates/  

Hoffer, Steven.  "ERCOT Blackouts End, but Complaints are Just Getting Started."  America 

Online News.  February 2, 2011.http://www.aolnews.com/2011/02/02/ercot-blackouts-end-but-

complaints-are-just-getting-started/   

Juanita Valley Audubon Society.  http://www.jvas.org  

Little, David.  "City utility shuts down operation of 2
nd

 turbine."  West Central Tribune.  March 

16, 2011.  http://www.wctrib.com/  

Nelson, Peter J.  Recommendations for Promoting Affordable and Competitive Energy Rates in 

Minnesota.  Center of the American Experiment.  February 2011.  

http://www.amexp.org/sites/default/files/article_pdf/CAE_Energy%20BP%20(web).pdf  

Pedersen, Eja, and Kerstin Persson Waye.  "Wind turbines – low level noise sources interfering 

with restoration?"  Environmental Resource Letters.  Volume 3, number 1.  January 11, 2008.  

Abstract available, http://iopscience.iop.org/1748-9326/3/1/015002 . 

Peterson, Kim.  "GE’s Corporate Tax Bill:  Zero."  MSN Money.  March 25, 2011.  

http://money.msn.com/top-stocks/post.aspx?post=d715c70d-f0d0-4474-8223-2949588e90f6  

Pates, Mikkel.  "Wind trade-offs.  Aerial applicator notes 'cost' of turbine sitings."  Agweek.  

Volume 25, Number 50.  July 19, 2010.  http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id/16783/  

Sullivan, Jack.  "Wind Power Promises and Predictions Gone Awry."  The Empire Page.  April 

26, 2011.  http://www.empirepage.com/2011/4/26/promises-and-predictions-gone-awry.  
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From: Barb Jennissen
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM)
Subject: Black Oak Wind Farm Docket Number IP6853/WS-10-1240
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2011 6:27:32 PM

Dear Suzanne,
 
The Black Oak Wind Farm site permit application should be amended to show record of a
Bald Eagle nesting pair within 1 mile of proposed wind turbine.  Appendix E of the site
permit application under "Migratory Birds" states the existence of a Bald Eagle nest
approximately 5 miles northeast of the proposed site.  This section should include
reference to a Bald Eagle nest approximately 0.75 miles south east of the proposed site. 
This Bald Eagle pair has been nesting at the site for at least 3 years.
 
Sand hill Cranes have also been observed mating in the same area.  This information could
also be added to the application.
 
This information was communicated to Rich Davis from the DNR for further evaluation. 
Mr. Davis stated that he and the biologist from Geronimo Wind would plan to visit the
site.  No time line was set.
 
We submitted this information through the eDockets website, but wanted to e-mail
pictures to further document this information.  Please see attached.
 
Sincerely,
Dave & Barb Jennissen
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From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM)
Subject: Jennissen Sun Apr 17 18:14:54 2011 IP6853/WS-10-1240
Date: Sunday, April 17, 2011 6:15:01 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at:
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: Black Oak Wind Farm

Docket number: IP6853/WS-10-1240

User Name: Dave & Barb Jennissen

County: Stearns County

City: Sauk Centre

Email: bdjennissen@wisper-wireless.com

Phone: 320-352-6903

Impact:  The Black Oak Wind Farm site permit application should be ammended to show record of a
Bald Eagle nesting pair within 1 mile of proposed wind turbine.  Appendix E (Angency Correspondence)
"Migratory Birds" section states existence of Bald Eagle nest approximately 5 miles northeast of
proposed site.  This section should include reference to Bald Eagle nest approximately 0.75 miles south
east of proposed site.  This Bald Eagle pair has been nesting at the site for at least 3 years.

Sandhill Cranes have also been observed mating within one mile of proposed wind turbine.

Mitigation: This information has been communicated to the DNR for evaluation.

Will forward pictures of Bald Eagle nest and location to State Permit Manager, Suzanne Steinhauer, for
documenation.

Submission date: Sun Apr 17 18:14:54 2011

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us
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From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM)
Subject: Thomssen Sun Apr 10 20:38:18 2011 IP6853/WS-10-1240
Date: Sunday, April 10, 2011 8:38:21 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at:
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: Black Oak Wind Farm

Docket number: IP6853/WS-10-1240

User Name: Will Thomssen

County: Pipestone County

City: Lake Benton

Email: willthebeast49er@yahoo.com

Phone:

Impact:  Hi I am Will Thomssen, I attended the Public meeting in Sauk Center.  I would like to make a
comment on this permit, I live in Pipestone County where we have close to 300 hunderd wind turbines. 
I have never notice ficker and or noise that was to loud.  I also like to commit that having wind turbines
in the area has kept jobs here and local business solvent.

 Thank You Will Thomssen

Mitigation:

Submission date: Sun Apr 10 20:38:18 2011

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us
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R. rc-te4C
Rice, Robin (PUC)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Westerman Dairy [anellw@wisper-wireless.com]
Thursday, Apri l  28, 2011 7:16 PM
staff, cao (PUC)
concerned about wind turbines

I 'm writing in regards to the proposed wind turbines coming into our area (docket #WS10-1240). I'm very concerned
that enough studies have not been done concerning environmental impact and health impact. I was recently at the
meeting put on by Black Oak and their proposed wind farm in our area. Why aren't DNR or USFW professionals doing
any studies on this? Black Oak has one of their own hired doing a study and that's not right. There is over 9,622 acres in or
within l0 mi of the project area. We have a natural environment lake in our back yard and enjoy watching thewildlife (geese,
ducks, loons, cranes, bald eagles) and are careful in our farming practices not to do anything to hurt the environment. Wildlife-
acreage is taken out of our tax base-we EXPECT that DNR or USFW does their job to protect the wildlife! A Habitat
Conservation Plan needs to be prepared and submitted before thii project goes any furtherl DOE/OES needs to follow Interim
Use Guidelines to minimize impacts to wildlife from wind turbines. We EXPECT that there be AT LEAST a 112 mile setback
(a mile would be better!) from all wildlife areas and non-participating landowner's property lines.

In addition to the environment impact these wind turbines would cause, I'm also concerned about the rate increases it would
cause in our electricity costs. Recent rate increases have already caused our bill to go up substantially - we cannot afford more
increases. Enough is enough!
Sincerely,
Janell Westerman
Sauk Centre, MN
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