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March 10, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Richard Davis 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Twin Cities Field Office 
4101 American Boulevard East  
Bloomington, MN 55425 
 
RE:   Prairie Rose Wind Farm and 115 kV Transmission Line in  
 Rock and Pipestone Counties, MN.   
 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
Geronimo Wind Energy LLC (Geronimo) contacted you in July 2009, requesting USFWS 
comments in regards to the proposed Prairie Rose Wind Project in Rock County, Minnesota.   
 
Recently, the project boundary has changed and now includes additional sections adjacent to the 
previous project boundary (Figure 1-2) in Rock and Pipestone Counties. The project nameplate 
capacity will be 101 MW. In addition, Geronimo is proposing to construct a 115 kilovolt (kV) High 
Voltage Transmission Line (HVTL) which would run between the project substation, located within 
the wind farm project boundary, and Xcel Energy’s Split Rock Substation, located near Brandon, 
SD.  The proposed route would run parallel to Rock County Highway 7 and Rose Dell Township 
Road 72 (Figure 1-1). This spring, Geronimo will submit a Site Permit Application for a Large Wind 
Energy Conversion System and a Route Permit Application for a HVTL to the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC). 
 
Typically, wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, and an underground and/or aboveground 34.5 kV collector 
system. Although final turbine locations, access roads, and electrical connections have not been 
determined at this time, the tables below identify Township sections potentially affected by the 
project:  
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Table 1 – Original Sections within the Project Boundary 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Denver 104N 45W 7, 18, 19, 30 

Rose Dell 104N 46W 11-16, 21-27, 34 and 35 

 
Table 2 – Updated Sections within the Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Rock Rose Dell 104N 46W 1-2, 28, 33 

Rock Denver 104N 45W 2-6, 8-10, 15-17, 20-22, 27-29, and 31-34

Rock Springwater 103N 46W 1-4, 9-12 

Pipestone Elmer 105N 45W 20, 29-30, 31-34 

Pipestone Eden 105N 46W 36 

 
Table 3 – Proposed Transmission Line Corridor 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Rose Dell 104N 46W 27-34 

Rose Dell 104N 47W 25, 26, 35, 36

 
We welcome any comments the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may have at this time or throughout 
the permit application process. Table 1 identifies the original sections within the Project boundary, 
Table 2 identifies updated sections within the expanded Project boundary, and Table 3 identifies 
sections adjacent to the proposed transmission line.  In particular, HDR requests you review the 
sections located in Rose Dell, Denver, Springwater, Elmer, and Eden townships, identified in Tables 
1, 2, and 3 for any comments on the new expansion areas. 
 
Geronimo received a letter marked FWS TAILS #32410-2009-FA-0117 on October 2, 2009. 
Geronimo has committed to conducting preconstruction surveys this spring to identify the presence 
of wetlands and wet features (including Topeka shiner habitat), native prairie, and bedrock outcrops, 
which will be considered during final micrositing of project facilities. 
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Enclosed are maps detailing the location and project boundary of the Prairie Rose Wind Farm and 
115 kV Transmission Line. If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please call me at (763) 591-5479. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike DeRuyter 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Figure 1-1 - Project Location Map (Transmission Line) 
Figure 1-2 – Project Location Map (Wind Farm) 
 
Cc:   Patrick Smith, Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC 
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March 10, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Dave Studenski 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Attn: OP-R 
1114 South Oak Street 
La Crescent, MN 55947-1338 
 
RE:   Prairie Rose Wind Farm and 115 kV Transmission Line in  
 Rock and Pipestone Counties, MN.  
 
 
Dear Mr. Studenski: 
 
Geronimo Wind Energy LLC (Geronimo) sent you a letter in contacted you in August 2009, 
requesting USACE comments in regard to the proposed Prairie Rose Wind Project in Rock County, 
Minnesota.  
 
Recently, the project boundary has changed and now includes additional sections adjacent to the 
previous project boundary (Figure 1-2) in Rock and Pipestone Counties. The project nameplate 
capacity will be 101 MW. In addition, Geronimo is proposing to construct a 115 kV High Voltage 
Transmission Line (HVTL) which would run between the project substation, located within the 
wind farm project boundary, and Xcel Energy’s Split Rock Substation, located near Brandon, SD. 
The proposed route would run parallel to Rock County Highway 7 and Rose Dell Township Road 
72 (Figure 1-1). This spring, Geronimo will submit a Site Permit Application for a Large Wind 
Energy Conversion System and a Route Permit Application for a HVTL to the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC). 
 
Typically, wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, and an underground and/or aboveground 34.5 kV collector 
system. Although final turbine locations, access roads, and electrical connections have not been 
determined at this time, the tables below identify Township sections potentially affected by the 
project:  
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Table 1 – Original Sections within the Project Boundary 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Denver 104N 45W 7, 18, 19, 30 

Rose Dell 104N 46W 11-16, 21-27, 34 and 35 

 
Table 2 – Updated Sections within the Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Rock Rose Dell 104N 46W 1-2, 28, 33 

Rock Denver 104N 45W 2-6, 8-10, 15-17, 20-22, 27-29, and 31-34

Rock Springwater 103N 46W 1-4, 9-12 

Pipestone Elmer 105N 45W 20, 29-30, 31-34 

Pipestone Eden 105N 46W 36 

 
Table 3 – Proposed Transmission Line Corridor 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Rose Dell 104N 46W 27-34 

Rose Dell 104N 47W 25, 26, 35, 36

 
We welcome any comments the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers may have at this time or throughout 
the permit application process. Table 1 identifies the original sections within the Project boundary, 
Table 2 identifies updated sections within the expanded Project boundary, and Table 3 identifies 
sections adjacent to the proposed transmission line. In particular, HDR requests you review the 
sections located in Rose Dell, Denver, Springwater, Elmer, and Eden townships, identified in Tables 
1, 2, and 3 for any comments on the new expansion areas. 
 
Geronimo received a letter marked 2009-03763-DAS on August 27, 2009. Geronimo has committed 
to conducting preconstruction surveys this spring to identify the presence of wetlands and wet 
features (including Topeka shiner habitat), which will be considered during final micrositing of 
project facilities. 
 



Prairie Rose Wind Project 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
March 10, 2010 

 Page 3 

Enclosed are maps detailing the location and project boundary of the Prairie Rose Wind Farm and 
115 kV Transmission Line. If you require further information or have questions regarding this 
matter, please call me at (763) 591-5479. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mike DeRuyter 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Figure 1-1 - Project Location Map (Transmission Line) 
Figure 1-2 – Project Location Map (Wind Farm) 
 
Cc:   Patrick Smith, Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC 
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