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LIST OF DOCUMENTED BIRD SPECIES IN PROJECT AREA 
Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Alder Flycatcher  Empidonax alnorum swamps, streamside and lakeside thickets 

American Avocet  
Recurvirostra 
americana 

mudflats, in saline lakes, in fresh water and saltwater 
marshes 

American Bittern  
Botaurus 
lentiginosus 

marshes, grassy lakeshores 

American Black Duck  Anas rubripes marshes, ponds, lakes 

American Coot  Fulica americana marshes, ponds, lakes 

American Crow  
Corvus 
brachyrhynchos 

Forested areas along streams, city streets and parks,  

American Golden-
Plover  

Pluvialis fulva Lakeshores and prairies 

American Goldfinch  Carduelis tristis weedy fields and flood plains 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius open fields, forest edges 

American Pipit  Anthus rubescens grasslands and sedge meadows 

American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla 
Open deciduous or mixed woodlands, forest edges, 
roadside trees 

American Robin  Turdus migratorius open woodlands, fields, gardens and yards 

American Tree 
Sparrow  

Spizella arborea 
willow and birch thickets; fields, weedy woodland 
edges 

American White 
Pelican  

Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos 

Shallow lakes and marshes 

American Wigeon  Anas americana ponds, lakes and marshes 

American Woodcock  Scolopax minor Forests with openings, shrubby areas 

Baird’s Sandpiper  Calidris bairdii marshes and wet meadows 

Bald Eagle  
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Forested areas near lakes and rivers 

Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula Deciduous woodlands and shade trees 

Bank Swallow  Riparia riparia Found near water, nest in banks 

Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Open habitats, such as grasslands, marshes and 

agricultural fields. 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica Farmsteads, open woods 

Barred Owl  Strix varia Forests with some mature trees near open country 

Bay-breasted Warbler  Dendroica castanea Boreal forests 

Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii Dense, low, shrubby vegetation 

Belted Kingfisher  Ceryle alcyon Lakes and marshes 

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger Marshes and lakes 

Black-and-white 
Warbler  

Mniotilta varia Deciduous forests 

Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola Lake shores, mud flats 

Black-billed Cuckoo  
Coccyzus 
erythropthalmus 

Moist thickets in low overgrown pastures and orchards 

Black-billed Magpie  Pica hudsonia Grasslands and savannah 

Blackburnian Warbler  Dendroica fusca Coniferous forests 

Black-capped 
Chickadee  

Poecile atricapillus Deciduous and mixed forests and open woodlands 

Black-crowned Night-
Heron  

Nycticorax 
nycticorax 

Marshes and lakes 

Black-headed grosbeak 
Pheucticus 
melanocephalus 

Deciduous forests 

Black-necked Stilt  
Himantopus 
mexicanus 

Lakeshores and marshes 

Blackpoll Warbler  Dendroica striata),  Coniferous forests 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler  

Dendroica virens Coniferous forests 

Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea Open woodland 

Blue Jay  Cyanocitta cristata 
Mixed and deciduous stands and parklands around 
inhabited areas 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  Polioptila caerulea Moist deciduous forests 

Blue-headed Vireo  Vireo solitarius mixed coniferous and deciduous forest 

Blue-winged Teal  Anas discors Marshes and lakeshores 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Bobolink  
Dolichonyx 
oryzivorus 

Grassland, prairie 

Bonaparte’s Gull  Larus philadelphia Forested lakes and rivers 

Brewer’s Blackbird  
Euphagus 
cyanocephalus 

Prairies, fields and farmyards 

Broad-winged Hawk  Buteo platypterus Deciduous woodlands 

Brown Creeper  Certhia americana Mixed coniferous forest 

Brown Thrasher  Toxostoma rufum Hedgerows and open forest 

Brown-headed 
Cowbird  

Molothrus ater Grasslands and forest edges 

Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  

Tryngites 
subruficollis 

Prairies and grasslands 

Bufflehead  Bucephala albeola Wooded wetlands and ponds 

Burrowing Owl  Speotyto cunicularia Grasslands 

Cackling Goose  Branta hutchinsii Lakes and marshes 

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis Lakes and open water wetlands 

Canada Warbler  Wilsonia canadensis Moist mature forests 

Canvasback  Aythya valisineria Pot holes, open marshes 

Cape May Warbler  Dendroica tigrina Open coniferous forests 

Caspian Tern  Sterne caspienne Rivers and streams 

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis Ponds, pasturelands 

Cedar Waxwing  
Bombycilla 
cedrorum 

Open woodlands, fields, gardens and yards 

Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea Broad-leaved and evergreen forests 

Chesnut-collared 
Longspur  

Calcarius ornatus Prairie 

Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  

Dendroica 
pensylvanica 

Open woodland and scrub 

Chimney Swift  Chaetura pelagica Nest in man-made structures 

Chipping Sparrow  Spizella passerina Open woods and fields 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Clay-colored Sparrow  Spizella pallida Prairie 

Cliff Swallow  
Petrochelidon 
pyrrhonata 

Open country near cliffs 

Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula Mature forests near wetlands 

Common Grackle  Quiscalus quiscula Open areas with scattered trees 

Common Loon  Gavia immer Lakes and open water wetlands 

Common Merganser  Mergus merganse Marshes, shallow lakes and ponds 

Common Nighthawk  Chordeiles minor Grasslands and open fields 

Common Redpoll  Carduelis flammea Open fields, forest edges 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo Lakeshores 

Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas Marshes and wetlands 

Connecticut Warbler  Oporornis agilis Forested wetlands 

Cooper’s Hawk  Accipiter cooperii 
Dense deciduous and coniferous forests and riparian 
areas 

Dark-eyed Junco  Junco hyemalis Mixed open woods and brush 

Dickcissel  Spiza americana Prairies, grasslands, pastureland 

Double-crested 
Cormorant  

Phalacrocorax 
auritus 

Lakes, rivers, marshes 

Downy Woodpecker  Picoides pubescens Mixed woodlands and bottomland forests, forest edges 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina Wet meadows and ponds 

Eared Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis Open water with emergent vegetation 

Eastern Bluebird  Sialia sialis Grasslands and open woods 

Eastern Kingbird  Tyrannus tyrannus Open areas, forest edges 

Eastern Phoebe  Sayornis phoebe Open woodlands near streams 

Eastern Screech-Owl  Otus kennicotti Open woods, forest edges 

Eastern Towhee  
Pipilo 
erythrophthalmus 

Open woods, forest edges 

Eastern Wood-Pewee  Contopus virens Open woods, forest edges 

European Starling  Sturnus vulgaris Open fields, farmland 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Evening Grosbeak  
Coccothraustes 
vespertinus 

Coniferous forests 

Ferruginous Hawk  Buteo regalis Grassland, farmland 

Field Sparrow  Spizella pusilla Pastures and old fields 

Forster’s Tern  Sterna forsteri Marshes 

Fox Sparrow  Passerella iliaca Forest edges and scrub areas 

Franklin’s Gull  Larus pipixcan Lakeshores, marshes 

Gadwall  Anas strepera Marshes, rivers and ponds 

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos Open and semi-open areas 

Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  

Regulus satrapa Coniferous forests 

Golden-winged 
Warbler  

Vermivora 
chrysoptera 

Woods and forest edges 

Grasshopper Sparrow  
Ammodramus 
savannarum 

Grasslands, farmlands 

Gray Catbird  
Dumetella 
carolinensis 

Dense shrubby areas near forests and streams 

Gray Partridge  Perdix perdix Grasslands and farmlands 

Gray-cheeked Thrush  Catharus minimus Coniferous forests 

Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias Lakes, rivers, marshes 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher  

Myiarchus crinitus Open woods and mixed forest 

Great Egret  Ardea alba Lakes, rivers, marshes 

Great Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus Woodlands 

Greater Scaup  Aythya marila Lakes and bogs near forest 

Greater White-fronted 
Goose  

Anser albifrons Pot holes, ponds, grassland 

Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca Lakes, ponds, marshes 

Great-tailed Grackle 
Quiscalus 
mexicanus 

Open areas with scattered trees and nearby water 

Green Heron  Butorides virescens Lakes, rivers, marshes 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Green-winged Teal  Anas crecca Marshes and ponds 

Gyrfalcon  Falco rusticolus Open areas near river bluffs 

Hairy Woodpecker  Picoides villosus Deciduous forests 

Harris’s Sparrow  Zonotrichia querula Wetlands and scrub areas 

Henslow's Sparrow  
Ammodramus 
henslowii 

Grassland 

Hermit Thrush  Catharus tuttatus Mixed forest 

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus Lakes and rivers 

Hooded Merganser  
Lophodytes 
cucullatus 

Marshes and lakes 

Horned Grebe  Podiceps auritus Lakes and ponds 

Horned Lark  Eremophila alpestris Grassland and farmland 

House Finch  
Carpodacus 
mexicanus 

Developed areas, farmland, grassland 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus Developed areas, farmland, grassland 

House Wren  Troglodytes aedon Developed areas, farmland, forest edges 

Hudsonian Godwit  Limosa haemastica Mudflats and wetland 

Indigo Bunting  Passerina cyanea Farmland, old fields 

Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus Mudflats 

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus Plowed fields, stubble, and open grasslands 

Lark Bunting 
Calamospiza 
melanocorys 

Plains, prairies, meadows and sagebrush 

Lark Sparrow  
Chondestes 
grammacus 

Grasslands and savannah 

Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena Open woodland 

LeConte’s Sparrow  
Ammodramus 
leconteii 

Grasslands and wet meadows 

Least Bittern  Ixobrychus exilis Marshes 

Least Flycatcher  Empidonax minimus Mixed forests, marsh edges 

Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla Marshes and wet meadows 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Lesser Scaup  Aythya affinis Marshes and ponds 

Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes Open woods 

Lincoln’s Sparrow  Melospiza lincolnii Marshes and wooded wetlands 

Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea Marshes, lakes and ponds 

Loggerhead Shrike  
Lanius ludovicianus 
excubitorides 

Fields, savannah and open woods 

Long-billed Curlew  
Numenius 
americanus 

Grasslands, prairies 

Long-billed Dowitcher  
Limnodromus 
scolopaceus 

Mudflats, marshes 

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus Open woods and forest edges 

Magnolia Warbler  Dendroica magnolia Mixed coniferous woods 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos Marshes, lakes and ponds 

Marbled Godwit  Limosa fedoa Prairie 

Marsh Wren  Cistothorus palustris Marshes 

Merlin  Falco columbarius Prairies and coniferous forests 

Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides Agricultural areas and prairie-forest edge 

Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura Open woodland and grasslands, developed areas 

Mourning Warbler  
Oporornis 
philadelphia 

Open woodlands and scrubland 

Nashville Warbler  
Vermivora 
ruficapilla 

Forest edges 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  

Ammodramus 
nelsoni 

Marshes and wet meadows 

Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus Grassland 

Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis Forest edges and scrub areas 

Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus Open woods and forest edges 

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis Various forest types, especially mature forest 

Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus Open fields, grasslands, wet meadows and marshes 

Northern Mockingbird  Mimus polyglottos Forest edges and pastureland 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Northern Parula  Parula americana Moist forests 

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta Pot holes, marshes 

Northern Rough-
winged Swallow  

Stelgidopteryx 
serripennis 

Open woods, grasslands 

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata Pot holes, marshes 

Northern Shrike  Lanius excubitor Open fields, grasslands 

Northern Waterthrush  
Seiurus 
noveboracensis 

Lakeshores, marshes, wooded wetlands 

Olive-sided Flycatcher  Contopus cooperi Woodlands 

Orange-crowned 
Warbler  

Vermivora celata Shrubby mixed woodlands 

Orchard Oriole  Icterus spurius Deciduous riparian forests 

Osprey  Pandion halieatus Lakes and rivers 

Ovenbird  Seiurus aurocapilla mixed upland forests 

Palm Warbler  
Dendroica 
palmarum 

Open grasslands 

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos Flooded areas, marshes, lakeshores 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus Open grasslands and wetlands near cliffs 

Philadelphia Vireo  Vireo gilvus Open woodlands and riparian areas 

Pied-billed Grebe  
Podilymbus 
podiceps 

Marshes and ponds 

Pileated Woodpecker  Dryocopus pileatus Mature forests 

Pine Siskin  Carduelis pinus Coniferous forests 

Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus Dry grasslands and prairies 

Prairie Warbler  Dendroica discolor Various shrubby habitats 

Piping Plover  Charadrius melodus Lakes and ponds 

Purple Finch  
Carpodacus 
purpureus 

Coniferous forests 

Purple Martin  Progne subis Open woods and pastureland 

Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra Coniferous forests 



HDR ENGINEERING, INC. APPENDIX C MAY, 2010 

Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  

Melanerpes 
carolinus 

Open and moist woodlands 

Red-breasted 
Merganser  

Mergus serrator Lakes and ponds 

Red-breasted Nuthatch  Sitta canadensis Coniferous forests 

Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus Deciduous forests 

Redhead  Aythya americana Lakes, ponds, marshes 

Red-headed 
Woodpecker  

Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus 

Open woods and forest edges 

Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus Marshes and ponds 

Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis Grasslands and deciduous forests 

Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus Marshes and wet meadows 

Ring-billed Gull  Larus delawarensis Lakes and rivers 

Ring-necked Duck  Aythya collaris Marshes 

Ring-necked Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus Farmland, old fields 

Rock Pigeon  Columba livia Dry rocky areas and urban zones 

Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  

Pheucticus 
ludovicianus 

Open deciduous forests 

Ross's Goose  Chen rossii Marshes and ponds 

Rough-legged Hawk  Buteo lagopus Grasslands, farmlands, marshes 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet  Regulus calendula Mixed forests 

Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  

Archilochus colubris Mixed forests and forest edges 

Ruddy Duck  Oxyura jamaicensis Marshes, lakes, pot holes 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres Marshes, ponds 

Rusty Blackbird  Euphagus carolinus Swamps and riparian areas 

Sanderling  Calidris alba Lakes 

Savannah Sparrow  
Passerculus 
sandwichensis 

Prairies, meadows and pastures 

Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya Open country, often around buildings 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Scarlet Tanager  Piranga olivacea Woodlands 

Scissor-tailed 
flycatcher 

Tyrannus forficatus Prairies and agricultural fields 

Sedge Wren  Cistothorus platensis Marshes and wet meadows 

Semipalmated Plover  
Charadrius 
semipalmatus 

Mudflats, lakes and marshes 

Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  

Calidris pusilla Lakes and marshes 

Sharp-shinned Hawk  Accipiter striatus Mixed forests 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Tympanuchus 
phasianellus 

Grassland 

Short-billed Dowitcher  
Limnodromus 
griseus 

Wooded wetlands and coniferous bogs 

Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus Grassland 

Smith's Longspur  Calcarius pictus Forest edges and grasslands 

Snow Bunting  
Plectrophenax 
nivalis 

Grassland and farmland 

Snow Goose Chen caerulescens Marshes and agricultural fields 

Snowy Egret  Egretta thula Marshes and ponds 

Snowy Owl  Nyctea scandiaca Open fields and pastures 

Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria Ponds and marshes near coniferous forests 

Song Sparrow  Melospiza melodia Wet meadows, marshes and riparian areas 

Sora  Porzana carolina Marshes 

Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius Marshes, lakes, rivers 

Sprague’s Pipit  Anthus spragueii Prairies 

Stilt Sandpiper  Calidris himantopus Lakes and ponds 

Swainson’s Hawk  Buteo swainsoni Grasslands and farmlands 

Swainson’s Thrush  Catharus ustulatus Mixed forests 

Swamp Sparrow  Melospiza georgiana Marshes and scrub-shrub wetlands 

Tennessee Warbler  Vermivora peregrina Mixed forests 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Tree Swallow  Tachycineta bicolor Wooded areas near wetlands 

Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 
Deciduous woods or mixed evergreen-deciduous 
woods 

Tundra Swan  Cygnus columbianus Lakes and ponds 

Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura Grasslands 

Upland Sandpiper  
Bartramia 
longicauda 

Dry prairies 

Veery  Catharus fuscescens Bottomland and riparian forests 

Vesper Sparrow  Pooecetes gramineus Open grasslands and pastures 

Virginia Rail  Rallus limicola Marshes and ponds 

Warbling Vireo  Vireo gilvus Mixed forests 

Western Grebe  
Aechmophorus 
occidentalis 

Lakes and ponds 

Western Kingbird  Tyrannus verticalis Grasslands and pastureland 

Western Meadowlark  Sturnella neglecta Grassland 

Whip-poor-will  
Caprimulgus 
vociferus 

Upland forests 

White-breasted 
Nuthatch  

Sitta carolinensis Open woodlands 

White-crowned 
Sparrow  

Zonotrichia 
leucophyrus 

Boreal forests 

White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 
Deciduous scrub, overgrown pastures, old fields, and 
wood margins 

White-faced Ibis  Plegadis chihi Marshes and flooded fields 

White-rumped 
Sandpiper  

Calidris fuscicollis Mudflats and marshes 

White-throated 
Sparrow you 

Zonotrichia 
albicollis 

Coniferous forests 

White-winged 
Crossbill  

Loxia leucoptera Coniferous forests 

Wild Turkey  Meleagris gallopavo Upland woods and grassland 

Willet  
Catoptrophorus 
semipalmatus 

Marshes and grassland 
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Common Name Scientific Name Habitat 

Willow Flycatcher  Empidonax traillii Riparian forests 

Wilson’s Phalarope  Phalaropus tricolor Marshes, ponds and mudflats 

Wilson’s Warbler  Wilsonia pusilla Moist forests and riparian areas 

Wilson's Snipe  Gallinago delicata Marshes, ponds and fresh meadows 

Winter Wren  
Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

Mixed forests 

Wood Duck  Aix sponsa Forested wetlands and marshes near woods 

Wood Thrush  
Hylocichla 
mustelina 

Deciduous forests 

Yellow Warbler  Dendroica petechia Riparian areas 

Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher  

Sphyrapicus varius Mixed forests 

Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  

Sphyrapicus varius Mixed forests 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo  
Coccyzus 
americanus 

Open woodlands 

Yellow-breasted Chat  Icteria virens Forest edges and riparian areas 

Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron  

Nyctanassa violacea Forested wetlands 

Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Marshes 

Yellow-rumped 
Warbler  

Dendroica coronata Mixed forests 

Yellow-throated Vireo  Vireo flavifrons Forest edges 

*  Source:  Minnesota Ornithologist’s Union. 2005. County Checklists. http://moumn.org/cgi-bin/countychecklist.pl 
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LIST OF MAMMALS EXPECTED TO OCCUR IN THE PROJECT AREA 
 

Common Name  Scientific Name 

Badger Taxidea taxus 

Big brown bat Eptesieus fuscus 

Coyote Canis latrans 

Deer mouse Peromyscus maniculatus 

Eastern chipmunk Tamias striatus 

Eastern cottontail Sylvilagus floridnus 

Eastern fox squirrel Sciurus niger 

Eastern gray squirrel Sciurus cardinensis 

Eastern mole Scalopus aquaticus 

Franklin’s ground squirrel Spermophilus franklinii 

House mouse Mus musculus 

Least weasel Mustela nivalis 

Little brown bat Myotis lucifugus 

Long-tailed weasel Mustela frenata 

Masked shrew Sorex Cinereus 

Meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius 

Meadow vole Microtus pennsylvanicus 

Mink Mustela vision 

Northern grasshopper mouse Onychomys leucogaster 

Norway rat Rattus norvegicus 

Plains pocket gopher Geomys bursarius 

Plains pocket mouse  Perognathus flavescens 

Prairie vole Microtus ochrogaster 

Raccoon Procyon lotor 

Red bat Lasiurus borealis 

Red fox Vulpes fulva 

Red squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 

Richardson’s ground squirrel Spermophilus richardsonii 

Short-tailed shrew Blarina brevicauda 

Short-tailed weasel Mustela erminea 

Spotted skunk Spilogale putorius 

Stripped skunk Mephitis mephitis 

Thirteen-lined ground squirrel Spermophilus tridecemlineatus 

Virginia opossum Didelphis virginiana 
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Common Name  Scientific Name 

Western harvest mouse Reithrodontomys megalotis 

White-footed mouse Peromyscus leucopus 

White-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus 

White-tailed jackrabbit Lepus townsendi 

Woodchuck Marmota monax 

 
*  Source: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/1979/1979_mammals_4s.pdf 
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LIST OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS EXPECTED TO OCCUR IN THE PROJECT AREA 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Reptiles 

Bullsnake Pituophis melanoleucus 

Common snapping turtle Chelydra serpentina 

Northern prairie skink Eumeces septentrionalis 

Plains western hognose snake Heterodon nasicus 

Red-sided garter snake Thamnophis sirtalis 

Western fox snake Elaphe vulpine 

Western painted turtle Chrysemys picta 

Western plains garter snake Thamnophis radix 

Western smooth green snake Opheodrys vernalis 

Amphibians 

American toad Bufo americanus 

Blanchard’s cricket frog Acris crepitans blanchardi 

Bull frog Rana catesbeiana 

Gray tiger salamander Ambystoma tigrinum diaboli 

Eastern tiger salamander Ambystoma tigrinum 

Great plains toad Bufo cognatus 

Northern leopard frog Rana pipiens 

Western chorus frog Pseadacris triseriata 

*  Source:  http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/1980/1980_herps_4w.pdf  


