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July 16, 2010 

 

 

Dear Landowner: 

 

You are receiving this letter because your property may be directly or indirectly affected by route 

alternatives for the proposed Potato Lake 115 kilovolt (kV) transmission line and substation project.  This 

letter provides you with information on the proposed transmission line project, the state’s high-voltage 

transmission line route permitting process, and future opportunities to participate in the process.  I 

encourage you to familiarize yourself with the project, sign up for the project mailing list, and 

participate in the route permitting process.  

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

On February 26, 2010, Great River Energy (GRE) filed a route permit application with the Minnesota 

Public Utilities Commission (Commission) under the alternative permitting process (Rules 7850.2800 to 

784950.3900) for 7.25 miles of new 115 kV transmission line and a newly proposed substation.  GRE 

would be named as permittee for the proposed project and would own the approximately 7.25 miles of 

115 kV overhead transmission line.  Itasca-Mantrap Cooperative Electric Association (Itasca-Mantrap), a 

GRE member distribution cooperative, would own the proposed Potato Lake Substation, and has 

purchased 3.2 acres of land on which to construct the new facility.  Itasca-Mantrap would also own and 

operate all the associated low-voltage distribution facilities. 

 

The proposed 115 kV Potato Lake transmission project would be located northeast of the city of Park 

Rapids in Hubbard County, Minnesota.  The project would specifically be located in sections of Arago, 

Lake Emma, Todd, and Henrietta townships.  GRE is proposing two possible routes for the transmission 

line, a preferred route and an alternate route. (See attached figure). 

 

The project as described in GRE’s route permit application would consist of the following: 

 

� Construction of a new 115 kV Potato Lake Substation that would initially be operated at 34.5 kV 

until conversion to 115 kV is necessary. 

 

� Construction of approximately 7.25 miles of new overhead 115 kV transmission line between the 

new Potato Lake Substation in section 21 of Arago Township and a tap point on GRE’s existing 

Mantrap Sub Tap 34.5 kV line (“PM Line”) in Lake Emma Township.  The newly proposed 

transmission line would initially be operated at 34.5 kV until the surrounding transmission system 

is converted to 115 kV. 

 

� Approximately 2.25 miles of existing 12.5 kV distribution line owned by Itasca-Mantrap would 

be removed, upgraded and attached/underbuilt to the proposed 115 kV structures along U.S. 

Highway 71 between the new Potato Lake Substation and 230
th
 Street (Northern Pine Road). 

 

� Installation/underbuild of new 12.5 kV distribution lines on the proposed 115 kV structures along 

230th Street (Northern Pine Road) and 141
st
 Avenue up to the intersection with County Highway 

18. 
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REGULATORY PROCESS AND PROCEDURES 

 

The Office of Energy Security Energy Facility Permitting (EFP) staff held a public information and 

environmental assessment scoping meeting on May 18, 2010, in Park Rapids, to gather public input on 

the applicant’s proposed project and routes.  At this meeting, the public had the opportunity to learn about 

the project and the state’s high-voltage transmission line route permitting process, review the applicant’s 

application, ask questions, submit comments, and propose route alternatives for consideration in the 

environmental assessment. 

 

As part of this public comment process, a number of new route alternatives were submitted by an 

Advisory Task Force, landowners, and other stakeholders during a comment period that ended on June 1, 

2010.  Property records indicate you are located near, or own property on, one or more of these 

route alternatives.   
 

The environmental assessment is currently being prepared by EFP staff; it will evaluate the potential 

environmental, economic, social, and human impacts for all of the routes identified in the scoping 

decision document.  The environmental assessment is scheduled to be issued in late August 2010.   

 

Once the environmental assessment is issued, a public hearing will be held in the project area.  Anyone 

may speak at the hearing, present evidence, ask questions of GRE and EFP staff, and submit comments 

on the proposed project and alternative routes.  In addition to receiving comments at the public hearing, 

the Administrative Law Judge will provide a comment period to accept written/emailed comments on the 

project. 

 

A final decision by the Commission on the route permit for this project is not expected before October 

2010. 

 

Further information on Minnesota statutes and rules governing the routing process are available on the 

following website:  http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/TransmissionLines.html. 

 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
 

Project Documents.  A detailed explanation of the proposed project is provided in GRE’s route permit 

application.  Electronic versions of the route permit application and other documents relevant to this 

project are available for viewing and downloading at: 

 

� Energy Facility Permitting website: http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=26124 

 

� eDockets website:  https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp, under Basic Search, 

Docket Number select Year “10” enter Number “86” and click search. 

 

Copies of the route permit application are also available for public review at: 

 

Hubbard County     Park Rapids Area Library 

Environmental Services Department  201 W First Street 

301 Court Avenue    Park Rapids, MN 56470 

Park Rapids, MN 56470 
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Project Mailing List.  Persons should contact the state permit manager (below) or register online at 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/#MailingLists to get their name on the project mailing list.  Persons 

on the mailing list will receive project updates, notices of meetings/hearings, and notices of document 

availability for this project.  If you do not register to be on the mailing list you will not receive 

correspondence on the project after this notice.  Registration to the project mailing list is voluntary and 

may be done so at any time. 
 

 

Project Contacts.  If you have questions or if you would like further information about this project please 

contact:  

 

Scott Ek, State Permit Manager 
Energy Facility Permitting 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
(651) 296-8813 
scott.ek@state.mn.us 

Raymond Kirsch, Public Advisor 
Energy Facility Permitting 
Minnesota Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
(651) 296-7588 
raymond.kirsch@state.mn.us 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Scott Ek 

State Permit Manager 

Energy Facility Permitting 
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