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Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary

STATE OF MINNESOTA PuBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON XCEL ENERGY’S REQUEST FOR A
MINOR ALTERATION TO THE HAMPTON - ROCHESTER - LACROSSE

345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT
Issued: May 9, 2013

In the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit for the Hampton - Rochester -
La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Line Project

PUC Docket Number/s: E002/TL-09-1448
OAH Docket Number: 3-2500-21181-2

Comment Period: Initial comment period closes May 24, 2013 at 4:30pm.
Reply comment period closes May 31, 2013 at 4:30pm.

Topic/s Open for Comment:
e Does Xcel’s request meet the definition of a minor alteration?
e Should the Commission approve Xcel’s minor alteration request?

Submit Public Comments: E-mail to PublicComments.PUC @state.mn.us.

Persons without e-mail access may send by U.S. mail to Burl Haar, Executive Secretary, Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission, 121 7™ Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul MN 55101-2147. Please
include the Commission’s docket number in all communications.

Filing Requirements: Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties,
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling.

Project Background: On, May 30, 2012, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) issued a route permit to Xcel Energy for the Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse
Transmission Project.

On May 6, 2013, Xcel Energy applied to the Commission for a minor alteration to the approved
route alignment to address engineering and landowner concerns. The Approved Route includes a
segment in the Pine Island area that ran north/south in front of William Reiling’s house and then
turned east/west along the southern boundary of Larry Tri’s property. During the easement

acquisition process, Mr. Reiling and Mr. Tri worked together to develop a more acceptable
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alternative alignment (“Modified Route”), for which both landowners have granted easements. The
Modified Alignment moves the line from the front of Mr. Reiling’s house to across his field. A
minor alteration is a change in an existing energy facility that does not result in significant changes
in the human or environmental impact of the facility (Minn. Rules 7850.4800).

At the close of the comment period, the Commission will decide whether to authorize a minor
alteration, bring the matter to the Commission for consideration, or determine the alteration is not
minor and requires a full permitting decision.

Full Case Record: All documents filed in this docket are available on the Commission’s website at
www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Search eDockets,” enter the year (09) and the docket number (1448),
select “Search.”

Subscribe to the Docket: Receive notification when new documents are filed in this docket at
www.puc.state.mn.us, select “Subscribe to a Docket,” and follow the prompts.

Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission
staff, Michael Kaluzniak, at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or (651) 201-2257.

Change your mailing preferences: E-mail consumer.puc@state.mn.us or call 651-296-0406.

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by
calling 651-296-0406 (voice). Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us
through their preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.
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