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270A. 
See Section 4.3 and 4.4 of the EIS.

270B. 
See Section 4.3 and 4.4 of the EIS.

270C. 
Answered during public meeting
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271A 
(cont)
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271A 
(cont)

271A 
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(cont)

271A 
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271A. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 
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272A

272A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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273B 
(cont)

273C

273A. 
Answered at public meeting.

273B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

273C. 
Powerline towers, particularly the custom engineered monopole structures proposed to be used on 
this Project, are designed to withstand extreme wind and weather conditions and to meet or exceed the 
requirements of the NESC.  In the past five years, no steel poles have failed in Minnesota due to tornados 
or other weather conditions.  Two of the Applicant’s 10,350 structures failed during a tornado in Colorado.  
In Minnesota, an F3 tornado with wind speeds of up to 150-200 miles per hour passed through the Hugo, 
Minnesota area, but the wood pole structures and conductors did not fail.  See ALJ finding for the route 
Permit for the Hiawatha Transmission Line Project (OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20599-2, PCU No ET2/TL-09-
38) for additional information.
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274A 
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274A. 
Answered at public meeting.
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275A 
(cont)

275A

275A
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(cont)
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275A. 
Answered during public meeting.

275B. 
Answered during public meeting

275C. 
Answered at public meeting.
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276A

276B

276B 
(cont)
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276A. 
The Nansen Agricultural and Historic District is made up of 94 buildings and 43 structures within a 
46,8434 acre area in Goodhue County in the vicinity of MN 56 and County Highways 14 and 49 in Holden 
Township. All historic buildings and structures within one half mile of the proposed routes, including 
buildings and structures that are part of the Nansen Agricultural and Historic District, have been identified 
in Sections 8.1.4.10, 8.2.4.10, and 8.3.4.10 of the EIS, and in Appendix G of the EIS. Please also see the 
updated text in Section 8.1.4.10 that has been revised to include a discussion of the Nansen Agricultural 
and Historic District

276B. 
Views from the historic district would be affected by a transmission line.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-663



FEIS ID #277













































































































































































































277A

277A

Appendix O

O-664 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #277













































































































































































































277A 
(cont)
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277A. 
The draft EIS may be viewed at the Commission’s website: http://www.energyfacilities.Commission.state.
mn.us/Docket.html?Id=25731 and on eDockets at: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp 
(enter the year “09” and number “1448”).
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278A

278A. 
Answered during public meeting.
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279A. 
See List of Prepares on page ii of the EIS.

279B. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

279C. 
Based on Amanda King’s direct testimony, the applicant considered potential flows on the 345 kV line 
facilities that could occur under the highest anticipated loading conditions at some point in the future. 
High line loading conditions could occur during off-peak demand periods if significant generation were 
to be located in the area and if there were an unplanned outage of a major Twin Cities 345 kV transmission 
source such as Byron—Prairie Island or King—Eau Claire. These off-peak demand periods generally occur 
for about six hours per day. Based on this scenario, planning engineers determined that the highest flow 
that could reasonably be expected to occur on the facilities would be on the North Rochester—Mississippi 
River segment of the line; flows on the Hampton—North Rochester segment would be lower. The North 
Rochester—Mississippi River segment could potentially experience approximately 600 MVA for short 
periods of time. Planning engineers also assessed whether there was a scenario could result in flows higher 
than 600 MVA. Planning engineers determined that assuming load levels above 600 MVA would not be a 
reasonable assumption given the limited local generation that may develop in the area.

Levels above 600 MVA were not considered in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project as they 
were in the Fargo - St. Cloud 345kV Project because a key difference between the projects is the impact 
of generation connections on anticipated load flows. It is likely that smaller generator projects would 
interconnect with the electrical system in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project area. In 
contrast, larger generators are expected to interconnect with the electrical system on the north end of the 
Fargo Project area. In the Fargo case, planning engineers estimated the highest loading levels that might 
occur on the line at some point in the future, considering a hypothetical high generation scenario where 
several thousands of megawatts (> 4,000 MW) of new generation is developed in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Manitoba. Under this scenario, in any year, loading values of 600 MVA and 1,500 MVA would 
only potentially occur on the Fargo 345 kV line for up to six hours per day, for up to several days in a row.

It’s also important to note that there is a network of bulk transmission lines in Minnesota that is set up like 
a hub and spoke where major facilities connect to the 345 kV ring around the Twin Cities. Generally, flows 
head from the west and the north toward the Twin Cities, the state’s largest load center, and then move east 
and south. In the Twin Cities, power is drawn down from the lines to meet customer demand. Therefore, 
load flows “out” of the Twin Cities is lower than load flows headed “in” to the Twin Cities. Due to this 
general load flow and the lack of large generators in southeast Minnesota, load flows on the Hampton – 
Rochester – La Crosse line will be lower than those on the Fargo line.
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280A

280A. 
The draft EIS may be viewed at the Commission’s website: http://www.energyfacilities.Commission.state.
mn.us/Docket.html?Id=25731 and on eDockets at: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp 
(enter the year “09” and number “1448”).
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2811a
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2811a
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281A.  
See section 7.7 of the EIS
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282a

282d

282c

282b
282e

282f
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282A.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

282B.  
Powerline towers, particularly the custom engineered monopole structures proposed to be used on 
this Project, are designed to withstand extreme wind and weather conditions and to meet or exceed the 
requirements of the NESC.  In the past five years, no steel poles have failed in Minnesota due to tornados 
or other weather conditions.  Two of the Applicant’s 10,350 structures failed during a tornado in Colorado.  
In Minnesota, an F3 tornado with wind speeds of up to 150-200 miles per hour passed through the Hugo, 
Minnesota area, but the wood pole structures and conductors did not fail.  See ALJ finding for the route 
Permit for the Hiawatha Transmission Line Project (OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20599-2, PCU No ET2/TL-09-
38) for additional information.

282C.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

282D.  
See Section 7.3 of the EIS.

282E.  
See Sections 4-5 of the EIS.

See Section 7.10 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #283

283a

283b

283c

283d

283d
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283A.  
The EIS document was prepared by the Minnesota Office of Energy security.  An effort has been made to 
prepare an unbiased and objective assessment of the human and environmental impacts of the proposed 
project.

283B.  
References have been provided in Section 10 of the EIS.

283C.  
The studies, in summary, do not indicate a clear enough relationship between proximity to powerlines and 
property values. Some studies have found a relationship in some conditions, and others have found no 
statistically significant relationship.

283D.  
No known wind development have been proposed in areas that would directly conflict with the proposed 
routes. An effort has been made to consider future developments that are proposed in the vicinity of 
the routes.  Energy generation planning decisions, including the need for additional renewable energy 
generation, are outside the scope of this EIS document.

283E.  
The purpose of the EIS is to assess the human and environmental impacts of the alternative routes 
identified. The issue of the ability of land owners to sue the applicant for various issues of concern is 
outside the scope of this document.
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284A.  
See Section 8.3.4.11 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #284

284a
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285A.  
Revised house counts have been provided in Section 8.1.4.3, 8.2.4.3, and 8.3.4.3,

FEIS ID #285

285a
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286A.  
See Section 7.5 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #286

286A
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287A

287B

287E

287D

287C
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287A.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

287B.  
See Section 5.6 of the EIS

287C.  
See Section 7.3 of the EIS.

287D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

287E.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.
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288A

288D

288B

288C

288E
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288A.  
For the purpose of this EIS house counts were completed for the number of home structures along the 
route.  This methodology was employed due to the difficulty of accurately assessing the number of homes 
occupied by multiple families.  For additional details regarding house-count methodology, see Section 7.3 
of the EIS.

288B.  
The location of your landing strip is noted however is not listed in the 2011 Directory of Minnesota’s public 
airports published by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office or Aeronautics. The airports 
considered in this EIS are those listed by the DOT as public airports and are discussed in Section 7.11 of the 
EIS.

288C.  
See Section 7.3 of the EIS.

288D.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

288E.  
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.

288F.  
The EIS states a preference for ROW sharing in Section 7.3 as well as Sections 8.1.4.1, 8.2.4.1, and 8.3.4.1.  
ROW sharing is one of many factors that will be considered in the final route decision.

288G.  
The commenter’s concerns will be forwarded to the administrative law judge.

288H.  
The commenter’s concerns will be forwarded to the administrative law judge.
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289A.  
Please see Sections 7.11, 8.1.4.11, 8.2.4.11, and 8.3.4.11 of the EIS.
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