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FEIS ID #217

217A. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

217B. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

217C. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #218

218A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. Impacts to agriculture are discussed in Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

218B. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

218C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

218D. 
See Section 5.2 of the EIS.

Appendix O

O-504 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #219

48719fef-1a18-48ad-8402-c747d745840b

Public Comments AM - 09-1448 - 4/12/11

Shaddix & Associates  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163

Page 11

1      there on your compact disc that you get that you

2      can go and look at.  They're pretty zoomed in.  If

3      you want an easy map just to take home with you or

4      to include with your comments, they can make you

5      one in the back of the room.

6                Yes, please.

7                MS. HACKMAN:  Hi.  My name is Kia

8      Hackman, K-I-A, H-A-C-K-M-A-N.  My question is, so

9      you had the three original routes, and with this

10      new draft EIS you've got all these new alternate

11      routes.  So if there's people on those new

12      alternate routes, if they're not physically here

13      to sign up on the mailing list, will they be

14      notified?

15                MR. MATT LANGEN:  That's a good

16      question.  We have gone out -- We've actually

17      asked the applicant to go out and get a mailing

18      list of all the people along the new scoping

19      routes, and we have a quite substantial mailing

20      list generated as a part of that.  All of those

21      people along the newly -- the routes that came out

22      of the scoping comment period that the public

23      suggested received a copy of the scope back in

24      September of 2000 -- 2010.  So they received a

25      scope saying you, you know, you may be directly or
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1      indirectly affected by a scoping route that's been

2      chosen.  Here are the scoping maps to go along

3      with that, and here's where you can get

4      information on that.

5                So I talked to a number of those people,

6      actually, when they received that mailing back in

7      September.  And, in turn, then, we also asked the

8      applicant to send that same list, that same list

9      the notice for the draft EIS being published and

10      the comment period being open.  So we feel pretty

11      confident that all those folks are notified.

12                MS. HACKMAN:  Thank you.

13                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Well, if there

14      are no other comments, again, I thank you for

15      being here today.  I hope the information we

16      provided is helpful.  Over the next couple weeks

17      if you have comments, really, all the way through

18      this process, but certainly before the comments

19      are due on the draft EIS, if a question pops in

20      your mind that, oop, gosh, I forgot to ask this,

21      feel free to give me a call at work and we can

22      talk it over and I can help you out.

23                And, again, we'll stick around a little

24      while afterwards.  If there's some people that

25      didn't get a chance to look at some of the

219A
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1      blown-up maps or want a map from the GIS station

2      back there, or maybe just want to ask a couple of

3      additional questions after the meeting, we'll

4      stick around a bit.  Again, thank you very much.

5                (The public comment hearing was

6                adjourned at 2:26 p.m.)
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1      that's beyond me.  That is very wilderness.

2                I do know -- I don't want to stand up

3      here and say put that on the alternate route

4      either because that's pitting me against my

5      neighbors.  But I do know that if you're out in

6      the open, it's much easier to get at those lines

7      and less damaging than going through a township

8      like ours, that they will carve.  And when they're

9      going to have trouble with it, it isn't going to

10      be on a sunny afternoon in July.  It's going to be

11      on a muddy day, after we've had a lot of rain and

12      storms or the dead of winter, and they will be

13      damaging more trees and climbing hills and ruining

14      fences, is my concern.  And I guess that's all

15      I've got to say.

16                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Other comments?

17                Yes, in the back.

18                MS. HACKMAN:  Hello.  My name is Kia

19      Hackman, K-I-A, H-A-C-K-M-A-N.  My husband and I

20      have 97 acres adjoining Steeplechase.  We chose to

21      live in the country because we like the country.

22      I represent the north route.  I don't believe that

23      is very good option, just for the fact -- One of

24      the reasons, there's multiple reasons, I don't

25      believe a 345 kilowatt transmission line should
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1      run through the north route, due to the fact that

2      the whole route goes through the RJ Doorer

3      Memorial State Hardwood Forest.  Doing so would

4      defeat the whole purpose of the Doorer Hardwood

5      Forest.

6                My husband and I have planted 16,000

7      trees by hand in the last twenty years.  And we do

8      know and understand how long it takes to produce a

9      forest like that, many years and a lot of time.  I

10      don't believe the PUC should even consider that

11      route.  Thank you.

12                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

13                Any comments on the draft EIS?

14                Yes, sir.

15                MR. STEFFES:  Mike Steffes,

16      S-T-E-F-F-E-S.  I'm in Zumbro Township just south

17      of Haven, and I'm on the alternate route.  I'm

18      with these people.  Why would you want to take

19      that north alternate route, clear-cutting all

20      these trees.  Just north of me there's a trout

21      stream and I watch the bald eagles right off my

22      deck.  So why would you cut that.  I don't want to

23      push it on my neighbors either, but it is easier

24      putting a line up to the south of me than it is

25      the north.

219B

219C

219A. 
Answered at public meeting.

219B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

219C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.5.2 for a discussion of impacts to forestry.
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1      pen, drawing a line across a map and saying, right

2      here.  They don't even bother to go out and look.

3      I've sat on several of these boards where I was

4      the only guy that went out and looked at any of

5      the decisions we were judging on.  There was

6      nobody else there going out to look at anything.

7                So I know how these things are done.  It

8      just seems like there's no common sense left in

9      the world anymore, it seems like.  Thank you.

10                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

11                Sir.

12                MR. JOSTOCK:  Eddy Jostock,

13      J-O-S-T-O-C-K.  I'm on the alternative route, so

14      to speak.  I also have a dairy operation.  I feel

15      the same concerns.  We pasture our cattle.  And I

16      know even a little windmill you can lose a cow

17      from lightning striking the windmill and things

18      like that.

19                But I guess my main -- They're both too

20      close to me.  And I don't know if we really,

21      really have to have one.  But if the case is, I'm

22      in Zumbro Township and in that township a train

23      that may be going across through my farm is very

24      wilderness, pretty near 100 percent of Zumbro

25      Township, and then I believe it's Oakwood Township

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018
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1      that's beyond me.  That is very wilderness.

2                I do know -- I don't want to stand up

3      here and say put that on the alternate route

4      either because that's pitting me against my

5      neighbors.  But I do know that if you're out in

6      the open, it's much easier to get at those lines

7      and less damaging than going through a township

8      like ours, that they will carve.  And when they're

9      going to have trouble with it, it isn't going to

10      be on a sunny afternoon in July.  It's going to be

11      on a muddy day, after we've had a lot of rain and

12      storms or the dead of winter, and they will be

13      damaging more trees and climbing hills and ruining

14      fences, is my concern.  And I guess that's all

15      I've got to say.

16                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Other comments?

17                Yes, in the back.

18                MS. HACKMAN:  Hello.  My name is Kia

19      Hackman, K-I-A, H-A-C-K-M-A-N.  My husband and I

20      have 97 acres adjoining Steeplechase.  We chose to

21      live in the country because we like the country.

22      I represent the north route.  I don't believe that

23      is very good option, just for the fact -- One of

24      the reasons, there's multiple reasons, I don't

25      believe a 345 kilowatt transmission line should

220A

220B

220B 
(cont)
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220A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

220B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  The first person is

2      Curtis Kuecker.

3                MR. KUECKER:  Curtis with a C and

4      Kuecker, K-U-E-C-K-E-R.  And I've got land both on

5      the alternate route and on the primary route.  The

6      alternate route I've got Section 19 in Zumbro,

7      Hyde Park.  And you're going to come down my west

8      line fence and south line fence to go down -- the

9      complete south line.  You're going to kind of

10      wreck our wildlife corridor.  You're going to go

11      through about a quarter of a mile.  It kind of

12      breaks up between Hampton and, also, South Troy,

13      and that's -- Which route is that?  That's 3A-004

14      or 3A-003 is the alternate route there.

15                And then where I live is right along

16      County 12 in Section 7 in Farmington.  And there

17      you have one line kind of going right through the

18      middle of my property.  It's on my west property

19      line.  There's actually some wetland in there that

20      you're going to go right through the middle of,

21      just so you know that.  I've got a map marked.

22                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

23                Okay.  Anyone else that would like to

24      speak?

25                Please.

221A

221B

221A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

221B. 
See Section 7.8.6. Wetlands were identified using the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and there 
are some inaccuracies with these data. During the permitting phase, the wetlands in the route will be 
delineated and avoided as possible.
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1      power line.  Is this going to be a problem?

2      Usually straight voltage on a dairy farm does not

3      work.

4                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Thank you for

5      that comment.  I would just say -- And then we'll

6      have you up next.  I'll just say we do address

7      straight voltage in the document.  Once you get a

8      chance to read that and you see something that,

9      again, is inaccurate or incomplete about that,

10      please submit that comment specifically to us.

11      Thank you.

12                Yes, ma'am.

13                MS. LYKE:  My name is Pheda, P-H-E-D-A;

14      Lyke, L-Y-K-E.  I live in Oronoco Township of

15      Olmsted County.  And my greatest concern is about

16      the fact that the lines are going across our one

17      and only lake in the county of Olmsted and the

18      environmental impact it will have on that area.

19      Most other counties in Minnesota have many more

20      lakes than we do, and ours is man-made.  So I'd

21      like that to be taken into consideration.

22                And I also am concerned about the

23      property rights, and our valuation, and the loss

24      of farmland and the value of the farmland.  Thank

25      you.
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1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Ma'am, one question.

2      The lake name?

3                MS. LYKE:  Zumbro.

4                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

5                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Other comments

6      on the draft EIS?

7                Yes, sir, please.

8                MR. LYKE:  My name is Richard Lyke,

9      L-Y-K-E.  And I'm a township officer in Oronoco

10      Township.  And I guess our property is located

11      along one of the alternative routes.  But what I'm

12      concerned about mainly is that, you know, for

13      50 years Rochester has been developing north.  It

14      was all preceded by, in 1956, IBM decided to build

15      a plant in Rochester.  And then they built a high

16      school out to the north and they built big

17      additions out to the north to accommodate these

18      employees.  So everything started being planned to

19      move north.  And, usually, cities move towards an

20      ancillary city, which is the Twin Cities area.

21                So over the years -- I've been twenty

22      years on the board, and I was on the Olmsted

23      County planning for a while.  Everything has been

24      adjusted to accommodate this north movement.  And

25      now we're at -- They've pretty much developed out

222A

222A
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222A. 
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

222B. 
See Section 5.2 of the EIS.
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1      property, but also for lost revenue due to reduced

2      tourism and agricultural impacts.

3                Thank you for taking the time to hear

4      these comments.  We're hoping you'll give our

5      perspective the same weight as the 11 utilities

6      proposing this project.

7                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

8                Okay.  Those are all the speakers that

9      registered to speak.  If anyone else has any

10      comment on the draft EIS and would like to speak,

11      we'll just try to show hands.

12                Sir, would you like to speak?

13                MR. MCCANN:  Daniel McCann, M-C, capital

14      C-A-N-N.  Prior to reading the Environmental

15      Impact Statement, we were concerned over the

16      proposed power line and its impact on our

17      property.  After reviewing the document, we are

18      now very upset.  Our property is on Section B-32,

19      at least I thought it was.  Looking at the maps

20      here, maybe it's MR-14 at this point.  We are

21      upset, as we feel it is incomplete and written

22      with a great deal of bias in an attempt to sway

23      the facts.  We find it incomplete in two areas.

24                Section 7.3.2 deals with noise.  There's

25      no mention of the noise generated as a result of

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018
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1      wind.  Wind will make a noise when it blows across

2      the lines and pulls structures.  This power line

3      that's due south of our home sits high point in

4      the area.  Why isn't this addressed in the

5      statement.

6                Section 7.2, property values.  Soon our

7      beautiful country estate will be up for sale.

8      This decision was made prior to any knowledge

9      about the proposed power line.  Concerns over

10      value, perceived or real, will be a factor in the

11      sale of our property and reduce our proceeds.  We

12      see nothing in the statement addressing this.

13      It's bad enough we can't answer questions

14      regarding the actual power line location, easement

15      price and time line, among other things that

16      potential buyers ask.  It appears this plan has no

17      monetary plan to compensate people in our

18      position.

19                We find the surveys that were used in

20      the property value research Section 7.2.2 to be

21      biased and often without merit for our area,

22      location survey for Los Angeles, Montreal,

23      Portland, Vancouver, Seattle and numerous

24      subdivisions, hardly apples to apples.

25                We want you to know residents of rural

223A

223B

223B 
(cont)

223C
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1      Minnesota place a high value on the land we live

2      in.  We choose not to live in Los Angeles, where

3      overpopulation and the infrastructure that

4      supports it abounds.  Another power line there

5      would be lost in the crowd and not be of the

6      concern it is here.

7                We are not the norm.  People here work

8      hard to maintain the integrity of the landscape

9      and environment.  Groups such as Pheasants

10      Forever, Duck Unlimited, Trout Unlimited and

11      others are alive and well.  The Land Stewardship

12      Program, farming conservation practices and rules

13      regulating urban sprawl were all developed and are

14      abided by today.  The proposed power line will

15      forever scar our landscape.

16                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

17                Next.  Sir, did you have something?

18                MR. OLSON:  Yeah.  Richard Olson,

19      O-L-S-O-N.  I live in Oakwood Township, Section

20      25.  I'm concerned about -- We're about 800 feet

21      away from the power line -- if it gets built and

22      my milking setup.  I'm concerned about straight

23      voltage.  When the cows are in the barn they're

24      about 800 feet from the power line.  When they're

25      out of the barn, they're about 400 feet from the

223C 
(cont)

223D

223A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

223B. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

223C. 
It is true that the studies cited were not done in Southeastern Minnesota. However, the studies should be 
generally applicable. Also, the cost and time to actually complete such a study for this particular area for 
this Project would not be justified due to timeline constraints; the results would not likely resolve the issue 
and would not be essential to a reasoned decision between alternatives since all routes would be affected 
similarly.

223D. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

Appendix O

O-514 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #224

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018

Public Comments PM - 09-1448 - 4/12/11

Shaddix & Associates  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163

Page 5

1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  And I'm having a

2      little trouble reading the name, but I think the

3      last name is Morse, Morse?

4                MR. MORSE:  Does it say Joseph?

5                MR. MATT LANGEN:  It does.

6                MR. MORSE:  I'm sorry.  My name is

7      Joseph Morse, J-O-S-E-P-H, M-O-R-S-E.  I represent

8      the Bluffland Environment Watch, a Winona,

9      Minnesota grass roots area environmental

10      organization which has been working since 1991 to

11      protect the air, land and water in our community

12      through education, organizing and direct action.

13                I also am here representing the Citizens

14      Energy Task Force as its president.  The Citizens

15      Energy Task Force is a coalition of neighbors and

16      citizens concerned about the proposed CapX 2020

17      high voltage power lines in Minnesota and

18      Wisconsin.

19                As a legally registered intervening

20      party in the CapX 2020 permitting process, we

21      represent the concerns of citizens who question

22      the need for these particular high voltage power

23      lines and who support clean, sustainable and

24      locally-generated power sources.

25                We have been participating in
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1      information meetings, public forums and public

2      hearings on this proposed power line organized by

3      CapX, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, the

4      administrative law judge, legislators and other

5      community organizations for the past four years.

6      The more we learn about it, the more we have

7      become more concerned.

8                We do not believe that the CapX 2020

9      project is environmentally safe.  We do not think

10      ratepayers should finance any portion of the

11      CapX 2020 Hampton to Alma project under the

12      current EIS.  Some of the reasons for this are as

13      follows.

14                Number one, in an era when major goals

15      are being set by many states and the federal

16      government to protect -- prevent catastrophic

17      global warming, many want to increase wind and

18      solar power use as an alternative to dirty coal.

19                The CapX 2020 utilities have made no

20      commitment to any amount of wind power on these

21      wires and, in fact, asked for the removal of the

22      wind power, which was ordered by the Minnesota

23      Public Utilities Commission on April 16, 2009,

24      when they approved the Minnesota Certificate of

25      Need for the Brookings segment of the CapX power

224A

224B

224C

224D
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1      line.

2                Number two, those of us who live, work

3      and travel under, around the high voltage power

4      lines are subject to the affects of the

5      electromagnetic fields which cause childhood

6      leukemia.  The DEIS must locate all of the power

7      lines far enough away from homes, farms, highways,

8      businesses and any buildings where humans frequent

9      to avoid all risk of EMS to humans.

10                Number three, if the CapX 2020 power

11      lines are constructed, it will make it more

12      possible for new coal-fired plants to be operated

13      successfully in the Dakotas with their energy

14      transported via these lines to large metropolitan

15      areas to the east, where the cost of producing

16      energy is higher.  Minnesota is really just a pass

17      through for this power.

18                Many scientists have made it clear that

19      one important step in controlling global climate

20      change is to build no more coal-fired power

21      plants.  Minnesota receives the mercury fall-out

22      from coal plants to our west, which contaminants

23      the fish we consume in our rivers, lakes and

24      streams, which then affects the development of our

25      children's brains.  We cannot morally support any
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1      more coal-fired power plants.

2                This EIS must calculate the additional

3      use of coal that will be burned as a result of the

4      construction of this power line and the effect of

5      the pollutants that will be created by that power

6      line on the wildlife creatures and all the

7      creatures which inhabit the upper Mississippi

8      River and along the route that it takes.

9                Number four, we who live in the Winona

10      area will be negatively affected by the CapX power

11      lines wherever it runs, whether the Mississippi

12      River crossing is at Alma, at Winona or

13      La Crescent.  Two of the proposed river crossing

14      routes go through Winona County and one route goes

15      through Mountain City, Wisconsin, a neighboring

16      community.

17                Some of our members are highly-trained

18      biologists, authors of books on bird habitat and

19      activity, and many spend time observing and

20      appreciating the birds of the Mississippi River

21      fly away.

22                We understand an alternative route

23      across the Mississippi River is required by

24      Minnesota rules.  We do not see anywhere, in any

25      of the maps available to us, where a second river

224E

224F

224G

224H

224I
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1      crossing would be operated.

2                We know that the proposed 150 to

3      170-foot towers will have a negative impact on the

4      annual migration of millions of birds and

5      waterfowl up and down the upper Mississippi

6      National Wildlife Fish Refuge.  Even the CapX 2020

7      utilities state in their printed material that

8      they, quote, can decrease but cannot eliminate

9      bird collisions, close quotation marks, with the

10      power lines.

11                The power line will cause fragmentation

12      of habitat in the National Wildlife Refuge and

13      this is unacceptable.  And I might add that the

14      greatest danger to the bald eagle, our national

15      bird, is power lines, high voltage -- or high-wire

16      power lines.

17                We have spoken with biologists from the

18      U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, who have shown us

19      maps indicating the location of active bald eagle

20      nests located immediately on the proposed Alma

21      river crossing of the Mississippi River.  This

22      nest would be destroyed by the above-water

23      crossing at that location.

24                We insist that the underground route

25      across the Mississippi will be the safest for the

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018
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1      waterfowl and birds which use that flyway each

2      spring and fall and the wildlife which inhabits

3      the upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and

4      Fish Refuge.  We understand that the underground

5      Mississippi River crossing is the preferred route

6      option by the manager of the upper Mississippi

7      Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

8                As an organization Bluffland and

9      Environment Watch has spent considerable effort

10      working to protect the bluffs in this area from

11      the construction of unsightly buildings on bluff

12      lines and ridge lines which cause erosion,

13      landslides and damage to the visual beauty of our

14      communities.

15                The proposed power line towers would

16      severely detract from both the private and public

17      organizations to preserve these visual resources,

18      which are important aesthetic and economic assets

19      for both Winona and Wabasha Counties.

20                The power lines would create a decrease

21      in property values for many of the landowners in

22      this area.  The DEIS must evaluate the loss of

23      revenue to all landowners, private or public,

24      caused by this power line and compensate them all

25      on an annual basis for decreased value to

224I 
(cont)

224J

224K

224L

224M

224M 
(cont)

224N

224O
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1      property, but also for lost revenue due to reduced

2      tourism and agricultural impacts.

3                Thank you for taking the time to hear

4      these comments.  We're hoping you'll give our

5      perspective the same weight as the 11 utilities

6      proposing this project.

7                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

8                Okay.  Those are all the speakers that

9      registered to speak.  If anyone else has any

10      comment on the draft EIS and would like to speak,

11      we'll just try to show hands.

12                Sir, would you like to speak?

13                MR. MCCANN:  Daniel McCann, M-C, capital

14      C-A-N-N.  Prior to reading the Environmental

15      Impact Statement, we were concerned over the

16      proposed power line and its impact on our

17      property.  After reviewing the document, we are

18      now very upset.  Our property is on Section B-32,

19      at least I thought it was.  Looking at the maps

20      here, maybe it's MR-14 at this point.  We are

21      upset, as we feel it is incomplete and written

22      with a great deal of bias in an attempt to sway

23      the facts.  We find it incomplete in two areas.

24                Section 7.3.2 deals with noise.  There's

25      no mention of the noise generated as a result of

224O 
(cont)

224A. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

224B. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

224C. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. The issue of how much the ratepayers should pay for its cost will 
come up during the next rate case for the various individual utilities involved.

224D. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

224E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

224F. 
This issue was extensively covered in the joint Certificate of Need process for all three of the 345-kV CAPX 
projects. Although the underlying need for the project is a critical issue, the Commission is by statute not 
allowed to address the need issue as part of the route selection process. Please see Minn. Stat. 216E.02, 
Subd. 2.

224G. 
The purpose of the EIS is to assess the human and environmental impacts of the alternative routes 
identified. The issue of power generation, or environmental impacts associated with power generation 
is not a factor that is variable across the proposed routes and is therefore not relevant in weighing the 
potential impacts associated with one route versus another. Furthermore, power plants are subject to 
Certificate of Need and Environmental Review under the Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statute 216E) 
and environmental impacts associated with any proposed power generation project would be evaluated as 
part of an EIS for that project.
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224O. 
The compensation issue, we understand, is important to many landowners. Though compensation is 
important to many landowners, it is outside the scope of the EIS.  See the Scoping Decision Document, 
“Issues Outside the Scope of the EIS.”

224H. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

224I. 
Multiple route crossing locations along the Mississippi River were evaluated by the applicant and federal 
regulators.  See EIS Section 6.1.  The crossing at Kellogg, Minn. was the preferred crossing of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  The USFWS opposed a crossing at Winona, Minn. and indicated that 
a crossing at La Crescent, Minn. would be inferior to the Kellogg crossing.   Accordingly, the applicant 
presented the Kellogg crossing in its route permit application. Minnesota Department of Commerce, 
Energy Facility Permitting (EFP) staff reviewed and evaluated the route permit application.  EFP staff 
recommended that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission accept the application as complete.  The 
Commission found the application complete, with one river crossing at Kellogg, on March 9, 2010.  
Following the scoping comment period for the draft EIS for the project, the director of the Minnesota Office 
of Energy Security (OES), based on public comments received and on evaluation by EFP staff, determined 
the scope of the draft EIS.  This scope included one river crossing to be studied in the EIS, the Kellogg 
crossing.  The scoping decision was appealed by NoCapX 2020 and United Citizens Action Network.  This 
appeal was denied by the director of OES.  Thus, consistent with the scope for the draft EIS, and consistent 
with the guidance of the USFWS, the EIS considers and analyzes one river crossing, the crossing at Kellogg, 
Minn.

224J. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

224K. 
See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

224L. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

224M. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

224N. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.
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1      Minnesota place a high value on the land we live

2      in.  We choose not to live in Los Angeles, where

3      overpopulation and the infrastructure that

4      supports it abounds.  Another power line there

5      would be lost in the crowd and not be of the

6      concern it is here.

7                We are not the norm.  People here work

8      hard to maintain the integrity of the landscape

9      and environment.  Groups such as Pheasants

10      Forever, Duck Unlimited, Trout Unlimited and

11      others are alive and well.  The Land Stewardship

12      Program, farming conservation practices and rules

13      regulating urban sprawl were all developed and are

14      abided by today.  The proposed power line will

15      forever scar our landscape.

16                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

17                Next.  Sir, did you have something?

18                MR. OLSON:  Yeah.  Richard Olson,

19      O-L-S-O-N.  I live in Oakwood Township, Section

20      25.  I'm concerned about -- We're about 800 feet

21      away from the power line -- if it gets built and

22      my milking setup.  I'm concerned about straight

23      voltage.  When the cows are in the barn they're

24      about 800 feet from the power line.  When they're

25      out of the barn, they're about 400 feet from the

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018
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1      power line.  Is this going to be a problem?

2      Usually straight voltage on a dairy farm does not

3      work.

4                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Thank you for

5      that comment.  I would just say -- And then we'll

6      have you up next.  I'll just say we do address

7      straight voltage in the document.  Once you get a

8      chance to read that and you see something that,

9      again, is inaccurate or incomplete about that,

10      please submit that comment specifically to us.

11      Thank you.

12                Yes, ma'am.

13                MS. LYKE:  My name is Pheda, P-H-E-D-A;

14      Lyke, L-Y-K-E.  I live in Oronoco Township of

15      Olmsted County.  And my greatest concern is about

16      the fact that the lines are going across our one

17      and only lake in the county of Olmsted and the

18      environmental impact it will have on that area.

19      Most other counties in Minnesota have many more

20      lakes than we do, and ours is man-made.  So I'd

21      like that to be taken into consideration.

22                And I also am concerned about the

23      property rights, and our valuation, and the loss

24      of farmland and the value of the farmland.  Thank

25      you.

225A

225A 
(cont)
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225A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-521



FEIS ID #226

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018

Public Comments PM - 09-1448 - 4/12/11

Shaddix & Associates  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163

Page 3

1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  At this point I would

2      like to ask if anyone has specific comments on the

3      draft EIS and if there are -- And those comments

4      should address, again, the accuracy or the

5      completeness within that draft EIS.  And I realize

6      now, and I apologize.  I have the speaker

7      registration cards and we've been answering

8      questions here, but I will invite those speakers

9      up now if they're still around here.

10                The first speaker is Laura Rafsee.  Yes,

11      please, Laura, would you come up.  I just kind of

12      rushed.

13                The second speaker is Sara Ottman.

14                MS. OTTMAN:  Sara Ottman, O-T-T-M-A-N.

15      We own property in Olmsted County, Oronoco

16      Township, Section 12.  And I will attempt to stay

17      on task for what you want to talk about tonight

18      and honor that.

19                I believe that the report is inaccurate

20      and incomplete in the way that our home is not

21      counted as a dot in any of your counts and your

22      Area 3 preferred route is in our backyard.  I know

23      you spoke with my husband, but I wanted to go on

24      record to say our home, when I went to the back

25      and mapped it, he came up with 490 something

7ac60886-2908-4afd-8ff3-26c764d28018
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1      feet.  I don't care if it's 475 or 525.  The line

2      is in our backyard and we need to be counted in

3      the numbers as impacted.

4                The only other comment that I made --

5      And I do not warrant that I have read that

6      document from cover to cover, but I have spent

7      several hours online reading what I believe is our

8      impact in the local area.  And if I read that

9      correctly, I believe the property value piece of

10      this is stated in there as if a power line goes

11      through your property, the valuation impact is

12      between 8 and 10 percent.  I could be wrong at

13      that because I haven't read the entire thing, but

14      I did see that.  I would like to go on record to

15      say that it's ridiculous.  That's a ridiculous

16      number, based on the fact that we all live in the

17      country.  And when you have a power line running

18      through your property, it impacts the

19      marketability, it impacts the overall -- Nobody

20      wants to live underneath a power line, especially

21      if they have to buy 35 acres to do so.  So I just

22      want to go on record to say I think it's

23      ridiculous, the 8 to 10 percent property

24      devaluation, and the fact that we are not counted

25      in the numbers.  Thank you.

226A

226A 
(cont)

226B
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226A. 
The house location was updated in the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps and Table 
8.3.4.3-1

226B. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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1                MS. OVERLAND:  Carol Overland,

2      O-V-E-R-L-A-N-D.  I represent no CapX 2020 and

3      United Citizens Action Network.  Still a little

4      bit of laryngitis, but it's not bad.  My question

5      first is there was that supplement added in.  Is

6      that also available?

7                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Yes, it is.  Thank you

8      for raising that.  There was -- There were some

9      maps in Segment 8 where, when preparing the maps,

10      a J file got turned off and routes didn't show up

11      on that list of maps.  They were covered in the

12      text of the draft EIS, the figures and tables and

13      graphs.  But because that GIS file was turned off,

14      they didn't show up on the maps.

15                The EIS now on our website in the

16      libraries, at the meeting here, on the CD copies

17      all have those maps updated to include those

18      routes that were not on the original maps.

19                MS. OVERLAND:  That's good to hear.

20      Thank you.  Appreciate that.  Because I notice it

21      came out right after.  I didn't even get a chance

22      to complain.  I appreciate that.

23                I also want to stress that the magnetic

24      fields are off.  This is the similar configuration

25      as the Fargo line.  There will be statements from

48719fef-1a18-48ad-8402-c747d745840b
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1      the applicants as to why those would not apply,

2      but... After we submitted an affidavit in the

3      Brookings case for CapX, they did, in their

4      testimony, show that, yes, this is a potential.

5                So I have provided one of these to the

6      court reporter, and I want to make sure that's in

7      the record, and that your consultants do check

8      that out.

9                There's something else that I think is

10      really is important that's been an issue in all

11      the other proceedings, the distinction between

12      railroad and highway rights-of-way and the ag.

13      aspects of like survey lines or other natural --

14      I'm getting a little distracted because I'm seeing

15      my typos here.  But, anyway, ag. and issues like,

16      property divisions, field boundaries.  Those are

17      two different things.  They are two different

18      criterias under the statute.

19                And the shared railroad and highway

20      rights-of-way, that is 216E, Subd. -- 216.03,

21      Subd. 7B8.  And the ag. land survey lines or other

22      natural divisions, that is Subd. 7B9.  Those are

23      two different things.  They should not be on the

24      same table, and you've done that three times.  I

25      don't have -- Here it is.  Nope, don't see it.

227A

227A 
(cont)

227B
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1                Anyway, it's in three times.  For each

2      of these segments you analyze those in one table.

3      They should be separated out, separate sections

4      completely, because field lines are not

5      preexisting corridor for purposes of

6      permetration.

7                And I think that's about it for now, but

8      I'll have more later.  Thank you.

9                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

10                Other comments?

11                MR. STOLTZ:  Allen Stoltz, S-T-O-L-T-Z.

12      Now, is this strictly on the route or is this

13      other concerns?

14                MR. MATT LANGEN:  It would be the route

15      and any concerns related to that route.  So we'll

16      take comments on the routes themselves and then

17      anything that has to do with that, whether it's an

18      economic concern, an environmental concern,

19      whatever it might be.

20                Okay.  Other comments on the draft EIS

21      document?  Okay.  You know, just to reiterate, you

22      know, what we're looking for now is comments on

23      that document.  We want to make sure that that

24      document is accurate and it's complete so that

25      we're putting the best information forward for the

227B 
(cont)

227A. 
Based on Amanda King’s direct testimony, the applicant considered potential flows on the 345 kV line 
facilities that could occur under the highest anticipated loading conditions at some point in the future. 
High line loading conditions could occur during off-peak demand periods if significant generation were 
to be located in the area and if there were an unplanned outage of a major Twin Cities 345 kV transmission 
source such as Byron—Prairie Island or King—Eau Claire. These off-peak demand periods generally occur 
for about six hours per day. Based on this scenario, planning engineers determined that the highest flow 
that could reasonably be expected to occur on the facilities would be on the North Rochester—Mississippi 
River segment of the line; flows on the Hampton—North Rochester segment would be lower. The North 
Rochester—Mississippi River segment could potentially experience approximately 600 MVA for short 
periods of time. Planning engineers also assessed whether there was a scenario could result in flows higher 
than 600 MVA. Planning engineers determined that assuming load levels above 600 MVA would not be a 
reasonable assumption given the limited local generation that may develop in the area.

Levels above 600 MVA were not considered in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project as they 
were in the Fargo - St. Cloud 345kV Project because a key difference between the projects is the impact 
of generation connections on anticipated load flows. It is likely that smaller generator projects would 
interconnect with the electrical system in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project area. In 
contrast, larger generators are expected to interconnect with the electrical system on the north end of the 
Fargo Project area. In the Fargo case, planning engineers estimated the highest loading levels that might 
occur on the line at some point in the future, considering a hypothetical high generation scenario where 
several thousands of megawatts (> 4,000 MW) of new generation is developed in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Manitoba. Under this scenario, in any year, loading values of 600 MVA and 1,500 MVA would 
only potentially occur on the Fargo 345 kV line for up to six hours per day, for up to several days in a row.

It’s also important to note that there is a network of bulk transmission lines in Minnesota that is set up like 
a hub and spoke where major facilities connect to the 345 kV ring around the Twin Cities. Generally, flows 
head from the west and the north toward the Twin Cities, the state’s largest load center, and then move east 
and south. In the Twin Cities, power is drawn down from the lines to meet customer demand. Therefore, 
load flows “out” of the Twin Cities is lower than load flows headed “in” to the Twin Cities. Due to this 
general load flow and the lack of large generators in southeast Minnesota, load flows on the Hampton – 
Rochester – La Crosse line will be lower than those on the Fargo line.

227B. 
See Section 7.11, 8.1.4.11, 8.2.4.11, 8.3.4.11, and Appendices I, J, and K of the EIS.
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1      administrative law judge, who's going to make a

2      report and recommendation to the Public Utilities

3      Commission, and that the Commission itself has the

4      most accurate and complete document that we can

5      put together.

6                Verbal comments are not weighed any more

7      heavily than written comments that you'd like to

8      submit to me.  So it's absolutely fine if you'd

9      prefer to think it through, really look at the

10      document and send those comments in in writing.

11      Like I say, those carry every bit as much weight

12      as any verbal comments we receive today.

13                And, again, -- Oh, we have a comment.  I

14      thought if I talked long enough, someone might pop

15      up.

16                MS. ROHLFING:  Susan, S-U-Z-A-N-N-E;

17      Rohlfing, R-O-H-L-F-I-N-G.  Forgive me if you

18      already answered this, but when you do you expect

19      the final EIS to be provided to us?

20                MR. MATT LANGEN:  A good question.

21      Right now I can tell you our anticipated date is

22      July of 2011, so July of this summer.  I don't

23      have an exact date for you at this point.  To some

24      degree that is a bit set by the administrative law

25      judge, in terms of when the record closes.  And

48719fef-1a18-48ad-8402-c747d745840b
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1      we have at the back or maybe you received in the

2      mail.

3                Focus those comments on the accuracy and

4      completeness of that document.  And, again, the

5      next big step in this process is really that

6      contested case hearing that we'll have out in this

7      area with the administrative law judge.

8                If you're on our project mailing list,

9      you will receive notice of when and where those

10      meetings will be held, those public hearings will

11      be held.  So, again, another -- just encouraging

12      you to sign up on that list.  That's the best way

13      for us to stay in touch.  We will focus that and

14      there will be newspaper ads about that and maybe

15      word-of-mouth.  But, really, that project mailing

16      list is the best way to keep track of the

17      process.

18                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  My name is Mary

19      Ruport-Rehman, R-U-P-O-R-T, R-E-H-M-A-N.  I'm on

20      the mailing list.  My question is if I'm on the

21      mailing list, will I continue to get that data?

22                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Yes, you will.

23                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  Another question.

24      You said you have a computer disc with the data

25      available.  Is that available today?

228A
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1      we have at the back or maybe you received in the

2      mail.

3                Focus those comments on the accuracy and

4      completeness of that document.  And, again, the

5      next big step in this process is really that

6      contested case hearing that we'll have out in this

7      area with the administrative law judge.

8                If you're on our project mailing list,

9      you will receive notice of when and where those

10      meetings will be held, those public hearings will

11      be held.  So, again, another -- just encouraging

12      you to sign up on that list.  That's the best way

13      for us to stay in touch.  We will focus that and

14      there will be newspaper ads about that and maybe

15      word-of-mouth.  But, really, that project mailing

16      list is the best way to keep track of the

17      process.

18                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  My name is Mary

19      Ruport-Rehman, R-U-P-O-R-T, R-E-H-M-A-N.  I'm on

20      the mailing list.  My question is if I'm on the

21      mailing list, will I continue to get that data?

22                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Yes, you will.

23                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  Another question.

24      You said you have a computer disc with the data

25      available.  Is that available today?

228A. 
Answered at public meeting.
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1      we have at the back or maybe you received in the

2      mail.

3                Focus those comments on the accuracy and

4      completeness of that document.  And, again, the

5      next big step in this process is really that

6      contested case hearing that we'll have out in this

7      area with the administrative law judge.

8                If you're on our project mailing list,

9      you will receive notice of when and where those

10      meetings will be held, those public hearings will

11      be held.  So, again, another -- just encouraging

12      you to sign up on that list.  That's the best way

13      for us to stay in touch.  We will focus that and

14      there will be newspaper ads about that and maybe

15      word-of-mouth.  But, really, that project mailing

16      list is the best way to keep track of the

17      process.

18                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  My name is Mary

19      Ruport-Rehman, R-U-P-O-R-T, R-E-H-M-A-N.  I'm on

20      the mailing list.  My question is if I'm on the

21      mailing list, will I continue to get that data?

22                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Yes, you will.

23                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  Another question.

24      You said you have a computer disc with the data

25      available.  Is that available today?
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1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  It is.

2                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  Another question.

3      How do I get a blowup of those two alternate

4      routes that go through my property?

5                MR. MATT LANGEN:  You can do the mapping

6      of the blowup areas.  You can go back and they can

7      make you a map of that.  Have you looked in -- Can

8      I have that, please, so everybody can hear the

9      answer?

10                MS. RUPORT-REHMAN:  Sure.

11                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thanks.  First of all,

12      let me take a step back.  You asked on the compact

13      disc, the CD versions of the document itself.  We

14      have those available at the back table.  Ask Ray

15      or Jamie and they'll give you a copy.

16                Secondly, you asked about kind of a

17      blowup or a zoomed-in look at that.  There's some

18      work that we can do back here with the maps.  We

19      can't print out that (indicating) size map here at

20      the meeting, of course, but we can zoom in and get

21      sort of the area that you're interested in.  The

22      folks back there, Jim and/or Bob can help you

23      produce that map.

24                Also as part of the draft EIS, we have

25      detailed maps of the area.  So maybe it would be

229A
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1      run through the north route, due to the fact that

2      the whole route goes through the RJ Doorer

3      Memorial State Hardwood Forest.  Doing so would

4      defeat the whole purpose of the Doorer Hardwood

5      Forest.

6                My husband and I have planted 16,000

7      trees by hand in the last twenty years.  And we do

8      know and understand how long it takes to produce a

9      forest like that, many years and a lot of time.  I

10      don't believe the PUC should even consider that

11      route.  Thank you.

12                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

13                Any comments on the draft EIS?

14                Yes, sir.

15                MR. STEFFES:  Mike Steffes,

16      S-T-E-F-F-E-S.  I'm in Zumbro Township just south

17      of Haven, and I'm on the alternate route.  I'm

18      with these people.  Why would you want to take

19      that north alternate route, clear-cutting all

20      these trees.  Just north of me there's a trout

21      stream and I watch the bald eagles right off my

22      deck.  So why would you cut that.  I don't want to

23      push it on my neighbors either, but it is easier

24      putting a line up to the south of me than it is

25      the north.
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1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Sir, the name of that

2      trout stream is?

3                MR. STEFFES:  I don't know.  It's on the

4      D -- the DNR has got it.  And make sure you've got

5      a fishing license if you're there.

6                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Thank you.

7                Any other comments on the draft EIS?

8                Okay.  I want to thank everybody for

9      being here and thank you for your comments.  We do

10      have them recorded.  Those will be comments that

11      we'll address in the final Environmental Impact

12      Statement.

13                Please remember that we will accept

14      written comments through April 29th.  So if you

15      want to write them down and send them in, please

16      do so.  Make sure I receive them by 4:30 that

17      afternoon, and we will address those comments in

18      our final Environmental Impact Statement.

19                Yes.

20                MS. OVERLAND:  Will copies of the

21      comments be available, a transcript of the record

22      available in the public library?

23                MR. MATT LANGEN:  We will have the

24      public comments available on our website available

25      for review.  And then if anybody requests copies
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Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 and 7.3.5 of the EIS.
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See Section 7.8 of the EIS.
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1      administrative law judge, who's going to make a

2      report and recommendation to the Public Utilities

3      Commission, and that the Commission itself has the

4      most accurate and complete document that we can

5      put together.

6                Verbal comments are not weighed any more

7      heavily than written comments that you'd like to

8      submit to me.  So it's absolutely fine if you'd

9      prefer to think it through, really look at the

10      document and send those comments in in writing.

11      Like I say, those carry every bit as much weight

12      as any verbal comments we receive today.

13                And, again, -- Oh, we have a comment.  I

14      thought if I talked long enough, someone might pop

15      up.

16                MS. ROHLFING:  Susan, S-U-Z-A-N-N-E;

17      Rohlfing, R-O-H-L-F-I-N-G.  Forgive me if you

18      already answered this, but when you do you expect

19      the final EIS to be provided to us?

20                MR. MATT LANGEN:  A good question.

21      Right now I can tell you our anticipated date is

22      July of 2011, so July of this summer.  I don't

23      have an exact date for you at this point.  To some

24      degree that is a bit set by the administrative law

25      judge, in terms of when the record closes.  And

48719fef-1a18-48ad-8402-c747d745840b
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1                Anyway, it's in three times.  For each

2      of these segments you analyze those in one table.

3      They should be separated out, separate sections

4      completely, because field lines are not

5      preexisting corridor for purposes of

6      permetration.

7                And I think that's about it for now, but

8      I'll have more later.  Thank you.

9                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

10                Other comments?

11                MR. STOLTZ:  Allen Stoltz, S-T-O-L-T-Z.

12      Now, is this strictly on the route or is this

13      other concerns?

14                MR. MATT LANGEN:  It would be the route

15      and any concerns related to that route.  So we'll

16      take comments on the routes themselves and then

17      anything that has to do with that, whether it's an

18      economic concern, an environmental concern,

19      whatever it might be.

20                Okay.  Other comments on the draft EIS

21      document?  Okay.  You know, just to reiterate, you

22      know, what we're looking for now is comments on

23      that document.  We want to make sure that that

24      document is accurate and it's complete so that

25      we're putting the best information forward for the

FEIS ID #231
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232A.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 
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
















































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




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
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



Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-535
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Appendix O

O-538 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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
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














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
























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233A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

233B.  
The Commission Certificate of need for this project requires that the transmission line structures be built 
double circuit capable, i.e., capable of holding two 345 kV lines. Any other circuiting arrangements or 
voltage would require an additional, separate environmental review and permitting process. 

233C.  
See Section 4.5 of the EIS.
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
















































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












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






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













234A

234B

234C
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FEIS ID #234

234A.  
The Commission Certificate of need for this project requires that the transmission line structures be built 
double circuit capable, i.e., capable of holding two 345 kV lines. Any other circuiting arrangements or 
voltage would require an additional, separate environmental review and permitting process. 

234B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

234C.  
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.
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














































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














































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















































236A

236B

236B
(cont)
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236A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

236B.  
See Section 8.1.4.7 of the EIS.
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








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
































































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






























































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FEIS ID #237
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

















































237A. 
The process, with its multiple meetings, is somewhat confusing. In general, the intent of the public EIS 
meetings is primarily to find out what we missed or got wrong in the data. The primary purpose of the 
hearings is to debate or take evidence on how to weight this data to select the best route. We will strive to 
make this distinction more clear.
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
















































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
















































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

















































238A. 
See the Scoping Decision Document in Appendix K of the EIS. In the section “Issues Outside the Scope of 
the EIS”, this route is discussed and the reason for removing it is explained.
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Answered at public meeting.
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





































240A

240A. 
Answered at public meeting.
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






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
















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















241A

241B
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241A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

241B. 
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.
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
















































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

















































242A
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242A. 
Answered at public meeting.
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
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


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























































243A

243A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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
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
















































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


















































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

















































244A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-561



FEIS ID #245












































































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Appendix O

O-562 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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











245A. 
Answered at public meeting.

245B. 
Answered at public meeting.

245C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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


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






































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












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
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




















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






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







































































































































247A

247B
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247A. 
See Section 7.5 of the EIS.

247B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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












































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


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


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

248A
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248A. 
The “need” for this transmission line was determined in the separate Minnesota Certificate of Need 
process. The Commission does not have jurisdiction over this issue as part of the route permit process, and 
is statutorily prohibited from revisiting this issue as part of this docket. See Minn. Stat. 216E.02, Subd.2.
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
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








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
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
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Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-571
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








































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

































248B 
(cont)
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Appendix O

O-572 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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
















































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






























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233A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

233B.  
The Commission Certificate of need for this project requires that the transmission line structures be built 
double circuit capable, i.e., capable of holding two 345 kV lines. Any other circuiting arrangements or 
voltage would require an additional, separate environmental review and permitting process. 

233C.  
See Section 4.5 of the EIS.
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




































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
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





















































234A

234B

234C
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FEIS ID #234

234A.  
The Commission Certificate of need for this project requires that the transmission line structures be built 
double circuit capable, i.e., capable of holding two 345 kV lines. Any other circuiting arrangements or 
voltage would require an additional, separate environmental review and permitting process. 

234B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

234C.  
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.
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




























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












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
















































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
















































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(cont)
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236A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

236B.  
See Section 8.1.4.7 of the EIS.
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
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









































237A. 
The process, with its multiple meetings, is somewhat confusing. In general, the intent of the public EIS 
meetings is primarily to find out what we missed or got wrong in the data. The primary purpose of the 
hearings is to debate or take evidence on how to weight this data to select the best route. We will strive to 
make this distinction more clear.

Appendix O
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
















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

















































238A. 
See the Scoping Decision Document in Appendix K of the EIS. In the section “Issues Outside the Scope of 
the EIS”, this route is discussed and the reason for removing it is explained.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-551



FEIS ID #239




































































































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






































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


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





















































241A

241B
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241A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

241B. 
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.
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




























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

243A

243A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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


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
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




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
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













































244A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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






































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
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

































245A

245B

245C
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FEIS ID #245
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
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



































































245A. 
Answered at public meeting.

245B. 
Answered at public meeting.

245C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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
































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Appendix O

O-564 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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

































247A

247B
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247A. 
See Section 7.5 of the EIS.

247B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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


















































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




























































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
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


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248A. 
The “need” for this transmission line was determined in the separate Minnesota Certificate of Need 
process. The Commission does not have jurisdiction over this issue as part of the route permit process, and 
is statutorily prohibited from revisiting this issue as part of this docket. See Minn. Stat. 216E.02, Subd.2.
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














































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














































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Appendix O

O-572 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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






































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

















































249D 
(cont)

249E

249F
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249A. 
Alternative routes in this area were proposed by members of the public. This EIS evaluates the routes 
proposed by the utility company as well as routes proposed by members of the public. Inclusion of these 
route alternatives and their analysis is responsive to citizen concerns and suggestions, and is not intended 
as a means to frustrate citizen reviewers of the EIS.  

249B. 
OES has made an effort to communicate with the public regarding the types of comments that are 
appropriate for DEIS public comment meetings.

249C. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

249D. 
Cost is one of many factors considered by the Commission in making a route permit decision (see Minn 
Rule 7850.4100)

249E. 
Unfortunately, there is no easy mathematical formula used to make these decisions. Weighing these factors 
is a complex balancing decision, and impacts on people are a major factor.

249F. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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

















































250A

250B

250C

250D

250A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

250B. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

250C. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

250D. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.
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














































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
















































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251B

251C

251D

Appendix O

O-576 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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
















































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

















































251D 
(cont)

251E

251E 
(cont)

251F

251G

251H

251I
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



















































251J

251A. 
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

251B. 
See Section 7.5.2 of the EIS.

251C. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

251D. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

251E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

251F. 
The City of Rochester may comment on their preference for substation locations as can anyone, but they 
are not controlling the location. The Commission decides the final location as part of the route permit.

251G.  
The DNR is involved in the process through informal and formal comments on the EIS. The DNR is also 
likely to be involved at the hearings and Commission decision on route. Finally, the DNR will have public 
water crossing permits on the selected route. 

251H. 
See Section 7.5.2 of the EIS.

251I. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

251J. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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










































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Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-579



FEIS ID #252













































































































































































































252D

252E

252F

252G

252H

252H 
(cont)
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FEIS ID #252
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

































































252I

252J

252A. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

252B. 
See Section 7.5.2 of the EIS.

252C. 
See Section 7.3.2 of the EIS.

252D. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

252E. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

252F. 
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.

252G. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

252H. 
Erosion/runoff are discussed throughout the EIS including Sections 5.5, 7.5.1, 7.6, and 7.8. The construction 
stormwater permit requires a pollution prevention plan that identifies controls and practices that would be 
implemented during construction.

252I. 
See Sections 7.2 and 7.4 of the EIS.

252J. 
The house is shown in Appendix A on Map MR10. It is also included in the house counts in Table 8.3.4.3-1 
in the EIS.
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FEIS ID #253


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
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
















































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
















































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
















































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
















































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

















































253B

253A. 
LUST sites are Leaking Underground Storage Tanks. The MPCA maintains a database of leaks from 
licensed underground or aboveground storage tanks.

253B. 
The comment is noted.
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








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FEIS ID #254







































































































254A

254A. 
Answered at public meeting.

Appendix O

O-586 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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














































































































































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
















































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















































255G

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-589



FEIS ID #255

255A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

255B. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

255C. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

255D. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

255E. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

255F. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

255G. 
The research reviewed for the EIS does not indicate a clear trend supporting the broad conclusion that 
transmission lines reduce property values more in suburban or semi-rural areas than they do on primarily 
agricultural areas.  As summarized in Section 7.2, there are so many factors that affect property values that 
it is difficult to separate out the relatively small affect that transmission lines have compared to these other 
factors.
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


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
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Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-591
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
























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

















































256B 
(cont)

256B 
(cont)
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256A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

256B. 
See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.
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




































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
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
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Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-595
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































257B

257B

257C
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FEIS ID #257

257A. 
Answered during public meeting.

257B. 
The 75-foot buffer on each side of the 345-kV line is based on the minimum electrical requirements for the 
powerline “blow-out” zone. Powerline towers essentially never fall, or almost never, even in very high 
winds. Finally, except in extraordinary situations, the tower structures themselves would not be placed that 
close to homes during detailed design if at all possible.

257C. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #258












































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



















































258A

258A. 
A response to the comment was provided at the public meeting. The DEIS was available at ten public 
libraries along the proposed routes.
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FEIS ID #259
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


























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





































261A. 
See Section 4.0 of the EIS.
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CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-603
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
















































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

















































262A

262A 
(cont)
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262A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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
















































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
















































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




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263A. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

263B. 
Answered at public meeting.

263C. 
Answered during public meeting.

263D. 
Answered during public meeting.

263E. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

263F. 
Answered at public meeting. 

263G. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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


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
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Appendix O

O-616 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-617
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Appendix O

O-618 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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
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



Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-619
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


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
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








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

































264B

Appendix O

O-620 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #264






































































































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




































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CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-623
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








































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
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
















































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264A. 
See Section 5.3 of the EIS.

264B. 
See Section 5.3 of the EIS.

264C. 
Property taxes are based on the assesed value of the land. The assesed value of the land may change with 
the easement. However, the magnitude of the change would vary depending on the property.

264D. 
Answered at public meeting.

264E. 
The suggested route alternative was not part of the scoping decision, and is therefore out of scope for the 
EIS.
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
















































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
















































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265A 
(cont)
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
















































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

















































Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-627



FEIS ID #265

265A. 
Based on Amanda King’s direct testimony, the applicant considered potential flows on the 345 kV line 
facilities that could occur under the highest anticipated loading conditions at some point in the future. 
High line loading conditions could occur during off-peak demand periods if significant generation were 
to be located in the area and if there were an unplanned outage of a major Twin Cities 345 kV transmission 
source such as Byron—Prairie Island or King—Eau Claire. These off-peak demand periods generally occur 
for about six hours per day. Based on this scenario, planning engineers determined that the highest flow 
that could reasonably be expected to occur on the facilities would be on the North Rochester—Mississippi 
River segment of the line; flows on the Hampton—North Rochester segment would be lower. The North 
Rochester—Mississippi River segment could potentially experience approximately 600 MVA for short 
periods of time. Planning engineers also assessed whether there was a scenario could result in flows higher 
than 600 MVA. Planning engineers determined that assuming load levels above 600 MVA would not be a 
reasonable assumption given the limited local generation that may develop in the area.

Levels above 600 MVA were not considered in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project as they 
were in the Fargo - St. Cloud 345kV Project because a key difference between the projects is the impact 
of generation connections on anticipated load flows. It is likely that smaller generator projects would 
interconnect with the electrical system in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project area. In 
contrast, larger generators are expected to interconnect with the electrical system on the north end of the 
Fargo Project area. In the Fargo case, planning engineers estimated the highest loading levels that might 
occur on the line at some point in the future, considering a hypothetical high generation scenario where 
several thousands of megawatts (> 4,000 MW) of new generation is developed in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Manitoba. Under this scenario, in any year, loading values of 600 MVA and 1,500 MVA would 
only potentially occur on the Fargo 345 kV line for up to six hours per day, for up to several days in a row.

It’s also important to note that there is a network of bulk transmission lines in Minnesota that is set up like 
a hub and spoke where major facilities connect to the 345 kV ring around the Twin Cities. Generally, flows 
head from the west and the north toward the Twin Cities, the state’s largest load center, and then move east 
and south. In the Twin Cities, power is drawn down from the lines to meet customer demand. Therefore, 
load flows “out” of the Twin Cities is lower than load flows headed “in” to the Twin Cities. Due to this 
general load flow and the lack of large generators in southeast Minnesota, load flows on the Hampton – 
Rochester – La Crosse line will be lower than those on the Fargo line.

265B. 
See Sections 7.1 and 7.5.1 of the EIS.
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














































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Appendix O

O-630 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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



266A. 
The scoping decision for the Project is available as Appendix K of the EIS. That document describes the 
route selection process and reasons that any route was rejected.	
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




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








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
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








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









268A

268B

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-635



FEIS ID #268







































































































268B

268A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

268B. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

Appendix O

O-636 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement
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
















































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




































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


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




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




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
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











































269N 
(cont)

269A. 
Answered at public meeting.

269B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

269C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

269D. 
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

269E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

269F. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

269G. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

269H. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

269I. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

269J. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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269K. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

269L. 
This is the same conclusion made in the EIS. See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

269M. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

269N. 
The OES  utilizes mailings, newspaper notices and other methods to notify anyone who may be 
affected by a route. You have been added to the notification list for the Project and will receive all future 
correspondence.
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
















































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














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


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
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
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CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-643
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












































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


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
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










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







Appendix O
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