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FEIS ID #180

180I. 
House was added to the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps and Table 8.3.4.3-1

180J. 
The location identified in this comment is noted and is available to the applicant as part of the record. All 
available data was reviewed and this location could not be verified. Additional survey/planning will be 
performed before construction.

180K. 
The house locations was updated in the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps. The 
house location update does not change the numbers in Table 8.3.4.3-1 in the EIS.

180L. 
The location identified in this comment is noted and is available to the applicant as part of the record. All 
available data was reviewed and this location could not be verified. Additional survey/planning will be 
performed before construction.

180M. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

180N. 
Map 8.3-34 and Section 8.3.4.5 of the EIS have been updated to include this information.

180A. 
This information is not available in a compiled public database, however, where individual commenters 
have provided specific information regarding the location of tree farms and MN state Stewardship 
Programs this information has been added to the EIS.  These locations are noted in Sections 8.1.4.5, 8.2.4.5, 
and 8.3.4.5.

180B. 
Text discussing the Zumbro River and potential impacts associated with the crossing of the river has 
been added to the FEIS in Sections 6.3.1, 8.2.4.8, 8.3.4.7 and 8.3.4.8. In addition, existing text in Section 8.4 
includes the Zumbro River in the discussion of the Mississippi River crossing.

180C. 
The location of Native Indian burial sites in section 15 of T109 R14 is noted but was not confirmed in the 
review of the State Historic Preservation Office records. See Section 7.10.2 of the EIS for further discussion 
on additional review of cultural resources prior to construction.

180D. 
The requested information is not in a public database. The information you provided regarding an old 
stagecoach trail is now part of the record and will be forwarded to the ALJ. In addition, as noted in Section 
7.10.2 of the EIS, the applicant will work with SHPO, USACE and RUS to develop a detailed survey 
methodology to identify historic and other cultural resources once a route has been selected

180E. 
The location of this landing strip is noted however is not listed in the 2011 Directory of Minnesota’s public 
airports published by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office or Aeronautics. The airports 
considered in this EIS are those listed by the DOT as public airports and are discussed in Section 7.11 of 
the EIS. Additional airports/private airstrips within 500 feet of a route alternative were noted if observed 
during field review. The location mentioned by the commenter is over 1 mile from the nearest route 
alternative.

180F. 
See updated text in Section 7.4, 8.1.4.4, 8.2.4.4, and 8.3.4.4 of the EIS.

180G. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

180H. 
See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.
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181A. 
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

181B. 
See Section 7.3.2 of the EIS.

181C. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

181D. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

181E. 
The compensation issue, we understand, is important to many landowners. Though compensation is 
important to many landowners, it is outside the scope of the EIS.  See the Scoping Decision Document, 
“Issues Outside the Scope of the EIS.”

181F. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

181G. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

181H. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

181I. 
EFP understands that few people want a transmission line on their property. The need for this transmission 
line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Docket No. CN-06-
1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 
2. 

181J. 
The routing process determines where the best route for the lines is, not whether they should be built at all. 
The EIS and hearing process is designed to try to do what is suggested--to select the best route through a 
thorough review of all relevant factors.
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182A. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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183A. 
While it may be true that these areas will develop more rapidly than other areas in Olmstead or Wabasha 
counties, the applicable zoning ordinance does not appear to prohibit utility distribution or transmission 
lines in these areas.  The impact on these potential growth areas will be taken into account by the OAH and 
the Commission during route recommendation and route decision.

183B. 
While not an agricultural area, compared to  urban character of the City of Rochester and the Twin Cities 
Metropolitan Area, the White Bridge Road area has a low population density.
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184A

184B

184A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

184B. 
While these areas may develop more rapidly than other areas in Olmstead or Wabasha counties, there is no 
generally acceptable way to quantify or predict how many residences may be constructed near a particular 
route.  As noted elsewhere, the property value impacts of the proposed transmission line appear to be 
minor compared to other factors affecting property values, and the applicable zoning ordinance does not 
prohibit utility distribution or transmission lines in these areas.  However, the general zoning information 
is part of the record for this decision, and the impact on these potential growth areas will be taken into 
account by the OAH and the Commission during route recommendation and route decision.
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185A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

185B. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

185C. 
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

185D. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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186L

186M

186N

186A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

186B. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

186C. 
There are routes in Oronoco township and elsewhere in Olmstead County that cross through areas that are 
zoned suburban or other residential and could see residential development in the future.  However, the 
applicable zoning ordinance does not appear to prohibit utility distribution or transmission lines in these 
areas.  The information in the comment is included in the OAH record for the Project to be weighed along 
with other factors affecting the Commissions final route decision.

186D. 
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS.

186E. 
See Section 7.12 of the EIS.

186F. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

186G. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

186H.  
The EIS review time is set by MN rule.

186I. 
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS.

186J. 
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.

186K. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

186L. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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186M. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

186N. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-447



FEIS ID #187

187A

187B

187C

Appendix O

O-448 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #187

187A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

187B. 
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

187C. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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188A. 
See Section 7.10 of the EIS.

188B. 
Hard copies of the draft EIS were placed in ten local libraries. Additionally, public meetings and times were 
chosen to make these meetings accessible. Your comment on the accessibility of information is now part of 
the record and will be forwarded to the ALJ.

188C. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

188D. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

188E. 
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.

188F. 
The EIS review time is set by MN rule.
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189A

189B

189C

189D

189A. 
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

189B. 
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

189C. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

189D. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

Appendix O

O-452 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



FEIS ID #190

190A

190B

190A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

190B. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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191A

191B

191C

191D

191E

191A. 
See Section 7.4.1 of the EIS.

191B. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

191C. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

191D. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

191E. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration. Mr. Langan is an employee of the State of Minnesota’s Office of 
Energy Security and does not work for the applicant.
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192A. 
Please contact OES staff to obtain the information you need. We have attempted to make the EIS document 
as easily available as possible.

192B. 
See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.
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193A. 
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS.

193B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

193C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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