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160A. 
The location of Native Indian burial sites in section 15 of T109 R14 is noted but was not confirmed in the 
review of the State Historic Preservation Office records. See Section 7.10.2 of the EIS for further discussion 
on additional review of cultural resources prior to construction.

160B. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS

160C. 
 While trees can absorb certain pollutants from the air, filter it and make it cleaner (see: http://www.pca.
state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/yard-and-garden/benefits-of-trees.html), the tree 
removal associated with ROW clearing for this Project is very small relative to the total forested area in 
south/southeastern Minnesota. Therefore, the removal of trees from the ROW is not anticipated to impact 
regional air quality. Furthermore, the purpose of the EIS is to assess the human and environmental impacts 
of the alternative routes identified. Air quality impacts associated with tree clearing are expected to be 
immeasurably small and, therefore, do not provide a useful metric in weighing the viability of one route 
versus another. 

160D. 
As noted in Section 7.8.7 of the EIS, the construction stormwater general permit (MN R 100001) was 
re-issued by the PCA on August 1, 2008. Under the re-issued permit an NPDES/State Disposal permit 
would be required for the construction of this transmission line. The types of activities associated with 
the construction of powerlines which trigger the need for a stormwater construction permit include ROW 
clearing, staging areas, access roads, landings for storage of equipment and timber, and other types of 
activities which disturb soil.

The construction stormwater permit requires the preparation of a project specific pollution prevention plan 
that identifies controls and practices that would be implemented during construction to prevent erosion. 
Specific strategies and requirements for controlling erosion will be developed during permitting and will 
be tailored to the unique erosion challenges that the permitted route presents.

160E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

160I 
(cont)
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160F. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

160G. 
Although this ordinance was not specifically mentioned in the EIS, local land use and zoning requirements 
and plans were provided by the Applicants (Route Permit Application Appendix N), and these plans and 
ordinances were generally reviewed for consistency with proposed routes.

160H. 
The EIS does not include a separate analysis of the risk of dam failure and the associated reliability issues. 
However, final design of any route that crosses at the dam would have to evaluate the issue and may need 
to evaluate structural requirements in order to comply with NERC requirements. There are numerous 
places in the state and U.S. where transmission poles are designed and constructed in floodplains or dam 
areas.

160I. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

160J. 
This comment is correct and a factor for the administrative law judge and others to take into account 
during final route evaluation.
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161K. 
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

161L. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

161A. 
The maximum calculated magnetic field at the edge of the ROW under the highest anticipated loading 
conditions at some point in the future (assumed 600 MVA loading) for sections of the line built at a 
345/345/69kV triple circuit would be 5.06 mG. This value is below all state established guidelines for 
magnetic fields at the edge of transmission ROW at indicated in Table 7.1.1.2-4 of the EIS.

161B. 
Magnetic field standards are identified in Table 7.1.1.2-4 of the EIS.

161C. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

161D. 
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.

161E. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

161F. 
Magnetic field standards are identified in Table 7.1.1.2-4 of the EIS.

161G. 
We are not aware of any studies or evidence that support the proposition that transmission lines attract 
radon.   

161H. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

161I. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

161J. 
The EMF values shown in Section 7.1 of the EIS include the cumulative results of the given structure/
line configuration. The structure type/configuration is identified along with the corresponding electric or 
magnetic field value.
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162A. 
The location of your landing strip is noted however is not listed in the 2011 Directory of Minnesota’s public 
airports published by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office or Aeronautics. The airports 
considered in this EIS are those listed by the DOT as public airports and are discussed in Section 7.11 of the 
EIS.

162B. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

162C. 
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

162D. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

162E. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

162F. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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163A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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164C

164A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

164B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

164C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-367



FEIS ID #165

165A

165A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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166A

166A. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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167A. 
The house location was updated in the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps and Table 
8.3.4.3-1

167B. 
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

167C. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

167D. 
It is true that high-voltage powerlines conflict with farming, as pointed out throughout the EIS. On routes 
through farming areas, the applicant would work with farmers/land owners to minimize construction 
impacts, pay for damages, and work together on pole placement to minimize problems as much as 
possible.

167E. 
See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

167F. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

167G. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

167H. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

167I. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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