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11A.  
The potential for conflicts with existing land uses have been minimized to the extent practical through 
the use of route evaluation criteria such as collocation with existing utilities and transportation corridors. 
Potential conflicts, especially with future land uses, are impossible to avoid altogether. Possible mitigation 
measures are discussed in Section 7.4.3.

11B.  
The presence of a transmission line easement would not actually change the city’s zoning code; however, 
barring a modification to the city’s zoning code by the city board, the effect of the transmission line 
easement when adjacent to the road ROW would be to increase the distance that new structures would be 
set back from the road ROW in the city’s Highway Commercial district.

11C. 
As has been discussed in various locations within the EIS, the effects of transmission lines on human 
health, property values, and urban growth are not large compared to other factors such as the general 
economy.  A transmission line in this area does not appear to directly conflict with specific land use plans 
in this area more than it would in other agricultural or developing suburban area.  
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FEIS ID #12

12A

12A. 
The poster maps for the public meetings and the maps in the EIS use the same mapping data.

12B.  
All potential residential land use plans or plats are not described in detail in the EIS in part because the 
information is not specific enough to quantify and impacts on development are uncertain.  Therefore, 
the requested detailed review would not be essential to a reasoned decision on which route to select.  
However, the commenter’s point regarding general land use trends in this area is part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

12B
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1                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Ma'am, one question.

2      The lake name?

3                MS. LYKE:  Zumbro.

4                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

5                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Okay.  Other comments

6      on the draft EIS?

7                Yes, sir, please.

8                MR. LYKE:  My name is Richard Lyke,

9      L-Y-K-E.  And I'm a township officer in Oronoco

10      Township.  And I guess our property is located

11      along one of the alternative routes.  But what I'm

12      concerned about mainly is that, you know, for

13      50 years Rochester has been developing north.  It

14      was all preceded by, in 1956, IBM decided to build

15      a plant in Rochester.  And then they built a high

16      school out to the north and they built big

17      additions out to the north to accommodate these

18      employees.  So everything started being planned to

19      move north.  And, usually, cities move towards an

20      ancillary city, which is the Twin Cities area.

21                So over the years -- I've been twenty

22      years on the board, and I was on the Olmsted

23      County planning for a while.  Everything has been

24      adjusted to accommodate this north movement.  And

25      now we're at -- They've pretty much developed out
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1      through Cascade Township, which is just to the

2      south of our township.  We're the last township at

3      the north line of Olmsted County.

4                And I heard tonight that they're saying

5      that part of this location of stuff is to make the

6      most preferable route, to impact the least amount

7      of people.  Well, it seems by moving out there,

8      where there's already land designated for

9      development that's been bought by developers and

10      they're -- They sort of have a waiting period in

11      this last downturn of things.

12                In a short period of time, probably in

13      the next five to ten years, there's going to be

14      probably five to ten times the number of houses

15      out in our area there.  And why you would want to

16      come across an area like that, that's already

17      designated for people to build houses and live in,

18      as opposed to going across someplace where it's

19      more rural and you impact less, I can't

20      understand.

21                I mean, to me, a lot of governing and

22      these decisions should be common sense.  And it

23      seems like it's the last thing I hear today, when

24      the government is proposing.  There's no common

25      sense.  It's somebody sitting in an office with a

13A
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13A.  
While it is not possible to quantify how many additional homes may in fact be constructed near the routes 
in these areas in the future, the commenter’s point regarding general land use trends in this area is part of 
the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for 
consideration.

In general, however, while some routes are in areas in Oronoco township and elsewhere in Olmstead 
County that are zoned suburban or other residential , the applicable zoning ordinance does not appear to 
prohibit utility distribution or transmission lines in these areas.  “

13B.  
Please see Section 2.0 of the EIS. This Project is proposed by the applicant, Xcel Energy. Xcel Energy is not a 
government entity. The routes evaluated in the EIS were proposed by Xcel Energy and by members of the 
public.
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1      pen, drawing a line across a map and saying, right

2      here.  They don't even bother to go out and look.

3      I've sat on several of these boards where I was

4      the only guy that went out and looked at any of

5      the decisions we were judging on.  There was

6      nobody else there going out to look at anything.

7                So I know how these things are done.  It

8      just seems like there's no common sense left in

9      the world anymore, it seems like.  Thank you.

10                MR. MATT LANGEN:  Thank you.

11                Sir.

12                MR. JOSTOCK:  Eddy Jostock,

13      J-O-S-T-O-C-K.  I'm on the alternative route, so

14      to speak.  I also have a dairy operation.  I feel

15      the same concerns.  We pasture our cattle.  And I

16      know even a little windmill you can lose a cow

17      from lightning striking the windmill and things

18      like that.

19                But I guess my main -- They're both too

20      close to me.  And I don't know if we really,

21      really have to have one.  But if the case is, I'm

22      in Zumbro Township and in that township a train

23      that may be going across through my farm is very

24      wilderness, pretty near 100 percent of Zumbro

25      Township, and then I believe it's Oakwood Township

13B 
(cont)
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14A.  
Please see the revised text in Section 8.3.2 of the EIS.

14B.  
Please see the revised text in Section 8.3.2 of the EIS.

14C.  
Please see supplemental information in Section 7.2.2 of the EIS.

14D.  
Please see supplemental information in Section 7.2.2 of the EIS.

14E.  
We agree with the comment that there would be an interaction between distance and time on the line’s 
effect on property values. The specific methods used to evaluate the effect of these variables varies by 
study.

14F.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

14G.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

14H.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

14I.  
While it does seem intuitive to most people that a large transmission line near a property would affect it’s 
short and long term value, the empirical studies to date ( summarized in the EIS) do not show a strong 
relationship. There are a number of possibilities for this, although the exact reasons are difficult to quantify 
or prove, as discussed in the studies cited.

14J.  
The EIS does contain “house counts” of the number of residences with different incremental distances 
within 500 feet of all routes. Avoiding residences in this area is one of several criteria the Commission 
will use to select the final route. The Applicant’s will not allow structures within the 150-feet (for 345-kV 
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FEIS ID #14

line) ROW. However, as the comment indicates, there is currently no specific state standard prohibiting a 
transmission line within 300 feet of a residence.

14K.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

14L.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge, however, the comment is 
indefinite and does not provide tangible feedback that can be interpreted and translated into an explicit 
revision, update, or correction to the EIS. 

14M.  
The EIS does contain “house counts” of the number of residences with different incremental distances 
within 500 feet of all routes. Avoiding residences in this area is one criteria the Commission will use to 
select the final route. However, as the comment indicates, there is currently no specific state standard 
prohibiting a transmission line within 300 feet of a residence.
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15A.  
See Section 7.1 and 7.3 of the EIS.

15B.  
See Section 7.5 of the EIS.

15C.  
See Section 5.3 of the EIS.

15D.  
Land cover and terrain were taken into account in the preparation of cost estimates.  Land cover and 
terrain are one of many factors considered in assessing the cost and feasibility of a route.  These factors 
alone do not veto a given route option.

15E.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

15F.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

15G.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

15H.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

15I.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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General Public Comments





16A.  
See Section 8.2.4.11 of the EIS.

16B.  
See Section 7.1 and 7.3 of the EIS.

16C.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

16D.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

16E.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

16F.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

16G. 
Powerline towers, particularly the custom engineered monopole structures proposed to be used on 
this Project, are designed to withstand extreme wind and weather conditions and to meet or exceed the 
requirements of the NESC.  In the past five years, no steel poles have failed in Minnesota due to tornados 
or other weather conditions.  Two of the Applicant’s 10,350 structures failed during a tornado in Colorado.  
In Minnesota, an F3 tornado with wind speeds of up to 150-200 miles per hour passed through the Hugo, 
Minnesota area, but the wood pole structures and conductors did not fail.  See ALJ finding for the route 
Permit for the Hiawatha Transmission Line Project (OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20599-2, PCU No ET2/TL-09-
38) for additional information.
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17A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

17B.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

17C.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

17D.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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18A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

18B.  
See Section 7.12 of the EIS.

18C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration. See 
Section 7.6 of the EIS.

18D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

18E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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19A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

19B.  
See Section 7.12 of the EIS.

19C.  
See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

19D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

19E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.5 of the EIS for information on tree clearing.
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20A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

20B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

20C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 8.1.4.7 of the EIS.

20D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.12 of the EIS for information on impacts to recreation.

20E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

20F.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge, however, the comment is 
indefinite and does not provide tangible feedback that can be interpreted and translated into an explicit 
revision, update, or correction to the EIS. 

20G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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21A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

21B.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

21C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. Please also see Section 7.4.1 of the EIS.
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22A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

22B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

22C.  
Powerline towers, particularly the custom engineered monopole structures proposed to be used on 
this Project, are designed to withstand extreme wind and weather conditions and to meet or exceed the 
requirements of the NESC.  In the past five years, no steel poles have failed in Minnesota due to tornados 
or other weather conditions.  Two of the Applicant’s 10,350 structures failed during a tornado in Colorado.  
In Minnesota, an F3 tornado with wind speeds of up to 150-200 miles per hour passed through the Hugo, 
Minnesota area, but the wood pole structures and conductors did not fail.  See ALJ finding for the route 
Permit for the Hiawatha Transmission Line Project (OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20599-2, PCU No ET2/TL-09-
38) for additional information.

22D.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

22E.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

22F.  
The statistics cited are from a late 1970’s study that the paper’s author (Kroll) determined were of limited 
value due to experimental design problems. This paper also concludes that the study results on property 
value issue are largely inconclusive. Moreover, the evaluation provided in the EIS regarding the impact 
of HVTLS on property values is based on many studies, conducted over decades and in varying locations 
with simialr attributes. The conclusions discussed in the EIS are based on the consensus opinion of multiple 
peer-reviewed studies.

22G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

22H.  
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS

22I.  
See Section 7.3.2 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #22

22J.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

22K.  
See Section 7.9 of the EIS.
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23K.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

23L.  
This comment is not applicable to a transmission line.

23M.  
This issue is addressed in relation to double-circuiting and other configuration options discussed in the 
EIS.

23N.  
Land cover and terrain were taken into account in the preparation of cost estimates.  Land cover and 
terrain are one of many factors considered in assessing the cost and feasibility of a route.  These factors 
alone do not veto a given route option. The exact additional costs required for this route segment are not 
available without completing at least preliminary design and cost estimates, and so are not included in the 
EIS.

23O.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

23P.  
As the comment points out, although RIM land is privately owned, the conservation easement agreement 
covering the property often prohibits the installation of new structures. If this route were selected and 
a structure had to be placed within the RIM property the Applicants would be required to negotiate an 
agreement on a site by site basis with the land owner and the local or state government entity holding the 
easement. See EIS Section 9.4

23A.  
There are large section of the EIS covering these topics. Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to 
the administrative law judge, however, the comment is indefinite and does not provide tangible feedback 
that can be interpreted and translated into an explicit revision, update, or correction to the EIS. 

23B.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

23C.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

23D.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

23E.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration. Potential impacts to agriculture are discussed in Section 7.5.1 of 
the EIS.

23F.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

23G.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

23H.  
The crossing of Lake Zumbro bay is identified in the EIS as a crossing of Lake Zumbro. 

23I.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge. 

23J.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.
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24A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

24B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

24C.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

24D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

24E.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

FEIS ID #24

24A

24E

24D

24C

24B

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-61



FEIS ID #25

25A

Appendix O

O-62 CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement



25A. 
This house is shown on map NH16 in Appendix A. It is also included in Table 8.2.4.3-1 and Appendix I as a 
house within 40 feet of routes 2C3-002-2, 2C3-003-2, 2C3-004-2 and 2C3-007-2.
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26A.  
The cited text is from a 1999 National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences report, which found 
“weak scientific evidence” that ELF-EMF exposure may pose a leukemia hazard. The NIEHS reached the 
conclusion that the evidence did not warrant aggressive regulatory concern. The cited text is the opinion of 
the NIEHS; the citation can be found in Section 10. 

26B.  
In general, transmission lines provide electrical power which enables residential, commercial, and 
industrial development.  That is, such development would likely not occur without the ready availability 
of electrical power.  There may be exceptions to this general observation, e.g., industries that use very little 
electrical power or generate their own power for use.   As the commenter notes, providing electrical power 
such that development can occur may not be a goal shared by all members of a community.

26C. 
Please see updated text in Section 7.10 and 8.1.4.10.

26D.  
The Nansen Agricultural and Historic District is made up of 94 buildings and 43 structures within a 
46,8434 acre area in Goodhue County in the vicinity of MN 56 and County Highways 14 and 49 in Holden 
Township. All historic buildings and structures within one half mile of the proposed routes, including 
buildings and structures that are part of the Nansen Agricultural and Historic District, have been identified 
in Sections 8.1.4.10, 8.2.4.10, and 8.3.4.10 of the EIS, and in Appendix G of the EIS. Please also see the 
updated text in Section 8.1.4.10 that has been revised to include a discussion of the Nansen Agricultural 
and Historic District
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