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FEIS ID #140

140A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

140B.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

140C.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

140D.  
Map 8.3-34 and Section 8.3.4.5 of the EIS have been updated to include this information.

140E.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

140F.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

140G.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

140H.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 
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FEIS ID #141

141A.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

141B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

141A

141B
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142J.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

142K.  
See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

142L.  
Please see updated text in Section 7.10 and 8.1.4.10.

142M.  
The document the commenter mentions was not submitted with his comments during scoping and was not 
attached to this comment. Please see Section 7.9.5 of the EIS.

142N.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

142O.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

142P.  
The Nansen Agricultural and Historic District is made up of 94 buildings and 43 structures within a 
46,8434 acre area in Goodhue County in the vicinity of MN 56 and County Highways 14 and 49 in Holden 
Township. All historic buildings and structures within one half mile of the proposed routes, including 
buildings and structures that are part of the Nansen Agricultural and Historic District, have been identified 
in Sections 8.1.4.10, 8.2.4.10, and 8.3.4.10 of the EIS, and in Appendix G of the EIS. Please also see the 
updated text in Section 8.1.4.10 that has been revised to include a discussion of the Nansen Agricultural 
and Historic District

142A.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

142B.  
This route was included because a number of citizens wanted it reviewed in more detail; landowners were 
identified and notified at that time. The route does appear to conflict with the safe operation of the Stanton 
Airport.

142C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

142D.  
A discussion of the total area of temporary and permanent impacts to agricultural land can be found in 
Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

142E.  
OES does not know of any reports of cattle not moving under transmission lines; they can apparently graze 
under them. In fact the study cited demonstrates cows moving/grazing under lines. Thus, the State does 
not anticipate a significant impact to farming operations from stray voltage or proximity to HVTLs. 

142F.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

142G.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

142H.  
The Nansen Agricultural and Historic District is made up of 94 buildings and 43 structures within a 
46,8434 acre area in Goodhue County in the vicinity of MN 56 and County Highways 14 and 49 in Holden 
Township. All historic buildings and structures within one half mile of the proposed routes, including 
buildings and structures that are part of the Nansen Agricultural and Historic District, have been identified 
in Sections 8.1.4.10, 8.2.4.10, and 8.3.4.10 of the EIS, and in Appendix G of the EIS. Please also see the 
updated text in Section 8.1.4.10 that has been revised to include a discussion of the Nansen Agricultural 
and Historic District.

142I.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge. 
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FEIS ID #143

143A.  
The Nansen Agricultural and Historic District is made up of 94 buildings and 43 structures within a 
46,8434 acre area in Goodhue County in the vicinity of MN 56 and County Highways 14 and 49 in Holden 
Township. All historic buildings and structures within one half mile of the proposed routes, including 
buildings and structures that are part of the Nansen Agricultural and Historic District, have been identified 
in Sections 8.1.4.10, 8.2.4.10, and 8.3.4.10 of the EIS, and in Appendix G of the EIS. Please also see the 
updated text in Section 8.1.4.10 that has been revised to include a discussion of the Nansen Agricultural 
and Historic District

143A
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144A.  
Please see updated text in Section 7.10 and 8.1.4.10.

144A
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FEIS ID #145
145A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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146A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

146B.  
Even after additional research, we are not aware of any studies specifically focused on the impact of high-
voltage transmission lines on lake front property values. However, there is also no reason that we know of 
indicating the impact would be greater or less than other property.

146C.  
House was added to the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps and Table 8.3.4.3-1 of the 
EIS.

146D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

146E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

146F.  
No residences can be located with the ROW of the proposed line, and the proposed 345-kV line requires 
a 150-foot ROW (75-feet on each side). So no residences will be within 75 feet of the 345-kV line. On the 
broader issue, Section 7.1.1.3 summarizes some of the extensive research completed on the potential heath 
effects of magnetic fields due to transmission lines. As described, there is little or no evidence of a health 
effect, even at higher levels seen within 75-150 from transmission lines. 

146G.  
The location identified in this comment is noted and is available to OAH and Commission as part of the 
record. The referenced location could not be verified on the DNR NHIS database. Additional survey/
planning will be performed before construction.
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147A
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147A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

147B.  
We are not aware of any studies specifically focused on the impact of high-voltage transmission lines on 
lake front property values. However, there is also no reason that we know of indicating the impact would 
be greater or less than other property.

147C.  
House was added to the GIS shapefile and is shown in updated Appendix A maps and Table 8.3.4.3-1 of the 
EIS.

147D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

147E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

147F.  
Potential human health impacts associated with HVTLs are discussed in Section 7.1 of the EIS. The 
information included in the EIS targeted a level of detail relevant to a reasoned choice among alternatives. 
See Minn. Rule 4410.2300, Subpart. H.

147G.  
Section 7.7.1 discussed the methods used to identify the vegetation communities. 
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148A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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148A
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149A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

149B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS for a discussion of agricultural impacts.

149C.   
If this route is selected, the final decision on which side of the road the line would be built will be primarily 
based on avoiding the most residences, but property values and other issues can affect the final design. 

149A

149B

149C
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150A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

150B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

150C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.9 of the EIS for a discussion of impacts to electronic 
device/communication.

150D.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

150E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

150A

150B

150C

150D

150E
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151A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

151B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

151A

151B
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152A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

152B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.
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152A

152B
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153A

153B

153C

153C
(cont)

153A
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FEIS ID #153

153A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

153B.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

153C.  
The comment will be forwarded to the administrative law judge for inclusion in the hearing record.
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FEIS ID #154

154A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

154B.  
See Section 7.12 of the EIS.

154C.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

154D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.9 of the EIS for a discussion of impacts to electronic 
device/communication.

154E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

154F.  
The “North Rochester” substation is so named because, in the very early planning stages for this project, 
it was anticipated that the substation would be closer to Rochester, specifically, North Rochester.  As the 
project progressed and developed, the substation location moved northward to the Pine Island / Zumbrota 
area.   However, the substation name did not change.  Thus, the name is a misnomer; it has no relation 
to its proposed location; it was the original name for this substation that has just trailed along with the 
project.  
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155A 
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155A.  
The location of Native Indian burial sites in section 15 of T109 R14 is noted but was not confirmed in the 
review of the State Historic Preservation Office records. See Section 7.10.2 of the EIS for further discussion 
on additional review of cultural resources prior to construction.
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156A

156A. 
There is no existing transmission line crossing the Zumbro River in this area, but there are crossing options 
at the dam and along existing roads. Additional analysis of the Zumbro crossings has been added to the 
final EIS Section 7.8 and Section 8.3.4.8 (water resources).
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157A
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157A. 
Table 8.3.4.3.1 of the EIS has been updated to include missing houses.
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158A

158A.  
The EIS does not include a separate analysis of the risk of dam failure and the associated reliability issues. 
However, final design of any route that crosses at the dam would evaluate and account for structural 
requirements in order to comply with NERC requirements.   there are numerous transmission line 
structures placed within floodplains and similar areas near dams throughout the state and U.S.
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FEIS ID #159

159A. 
The location of Native Indian burial sites in section 15 of T109 R14 is noted but was not confirmed in the 
review of the State Historic Preservation Office records. See Section 7.10.2 of the EIS for further discussion 
on additional review of cultural resources prior to construction.

159B. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

159C. 
While trees can absorb certain pollutants from the air, filter it and make it cleaner (see: http://www.pca.
state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/yard-and-garden/benefits-of-trees.html), the tree 
removal associated with ROW clearing for this Project is very small relative to the total forested area in 
south/southeastern Minnesota. Therefore, the removal of trees from the ROW is not anticipated to impact 
regional air quality. Furthermore, the purpose of the EIS is to assess the human and environmental impacts 
of the alternative routes identified. Air quality impacts associated with tree clearing are expected to be 
immeasurably small and, therefore, do not provide a useful metric in weighing the viability of one route 
versus another. 

159D. 
As noted in Section 7.8.7 of the EIS, the construction stormwater general permit (MN R 100001) was 
re-issued by the PCA on August 1, 2008. Under the re-issued permit an NPDES/State Disposal permit 
would be required for the construction of this transmission line. The types of activities associated with 
the construction of powerlines which trigger the need for a stormwater construction permit include ROW 
clearing, staging areas, access roads, landings for storage of equipment and timber, and other types of 
activities which disturb soil.

The construction stormwater permit requires the preparation of a project specific pollution prevention plan 
that identifies controls and practices that would be implemented during construction to prevent erosion. 
Specific strategies and requirements for controlling erosion will be developed during permitting and will 
be tailored to the unique erosion challenges that the permitted route presents.

159E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

159F. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

159I 
(cont)

159J
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FEIS ID #159

159G. 
Although this ordinance was not specifically mentioned in the EIS, local land use and zoning requirements 
and plans were provided by the Applicants (Route Permit Application Appendix N), and these plans and 
ordinances were generally reviewed for consistency with proposed routes.

159H. 
The EIS does not include a separate analysis of the risk of dam failure and the associated reliability issues. 
However, final design of any route that crosses at the dam would have to evaluate the issue and may need 
to evaluate structural requirements in order to comply with NERC requirements. 

159I. 
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

159J. 
This comment is correct and a factor for the administrative law judge and others to take into account 
during final route evaluation.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-355




