
FEIS ID #104

104C

104B

104A

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-247



104A.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

104B.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

104C.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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FEIS ID #105

advocating conservation, and its working.  More and more Minnesotans are seeing the need for 
conservation of energy and the last 2 years of consumption have decreased.   

We would like to add this for consideration; why is the disruption to all of these prime farmland acres, 
(the acreage of which is already shrinking in this state) our agricultural heritage and way of life even 
being considered when agriculture hasn’t created the suggested need for more power? 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug and Mary Kleese 

Holden Township 

4667 Co. 30 Blvd 

Kenyon, MN  55946 

507‐789‐6313 

 

To:  Matthew Langan 

Re:  Cap X 2020‐proposed route through Holden Township, Kenyon, MN 

From:  Doug and Mary Kleese 

We live on a 3rd generation farm in Holden Township, Sec. 23 Kenyon MN.  In the summer of 2009, it 
was brought to our attention via our local newspaper that the newest revised route for one of the Cap 
X2020 proposed power lines is just south of our property, in direct view and vicinity of our home and 
livelihood.  This was the first that we were made aware of this.  We never received any correspondence 
regarding informational meetings or proposed lines that potentially would be placed so close to where 
we live.  Though it would not directly go through our property, due to the position of our home and 
land, we are in constant direct view and exposure of the proposed towers.  Our strong concerns 
regarding these proposed lines are threefold; 1) from a safety standpoint, 2) maintaining the rural 
integrity of the area, and 3) an aesthetics viewpoint.   

Firstly, along with farming our own acres, we rent the acreage that the proposed lines would actually go 
through.  Our children pick rocks from these fields twice yearly so our farm equipment is not damaged.  
We literally would be picking rocks under these towers.  We are concerned about being able to run our 
machinery around and under these lines.  We have read about EMF emissions and it appears that not 
enough studies have been done regarding 345kv transmission lines at this time.  It is a real concern! 

Secondly, as residents and farmers in Holden Township, we are proud of our agricultural heritage. Our 
township ordinances reflect this continuing goal to maintain our agricultural area and to provide area 
farmers the opportunity to continue farming and preserving the agricultural integrity of Holden 
township.  Furthermore, the way the line is proposed, it would run directly down the section, causing a 
great disruption of the acreage and the farming practices.  The number of rural acreage in Minnesota is 
limited.  Farmland is not a renewable resource.  It is difficult to understand the reasoning of disrupting 
and changing this rural area when other rights of way have already been developed.   Transmission lines, 
such as the one’s proposed by the Cap X2020 project, would forever disrupt and destroy our rural 
landscape, and arguably some of the best farm acreage in Minnesota.   

Thirdly, we love our home and farm.  We are surrounded by fields of corn and soybeans, oak groves, 
ninety‐foot pines and a rolling landscape.  We cannot adequately describe how much we appreciate the 
nature and landscape that surrounds us.  The Zumbro River runs close to the fields we farm, wooded 
acres provide a natural habitat for deer, birds and many other animals.  We hike through the woods, 
walk the fields and play outdoors.  Nerstrand‐Big Woods State Park‐is only 8 miles from us.   We invite 
you out to our property to see for yourself what a disruption such a transmission line would be to the 
aesthetics, rural integrity and way of life for the farmers and residents of Holden Township.   

In conclusion, we find it ironic that there is even a proposal to increase transmission lines especially so 
close to where we live.  We, personally, have used less electricity the past few years due to our 
concerted effort of conservation.  Our government agencies have spent a great deal of time and money 
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105A.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge, however, the comment is 
indefinite and does not provide tangible feedback that can be interpreted and translated into an explicit 
revision, update, or correction to the EIS.

105B.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

105C.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 

105D.  
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #106

106A.  
See Sections 7.1 and7.5.1 of the EIS.

106B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

106C.  
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #107

107A.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

107B.  
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #108

108A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

108B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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FEIS ID #109

109A.  
Your comment and provided study are part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will 
be submitted to the OAH and PUC for consideration.

109A
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FEIS ID #110

110A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

110B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

110C.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

110A

110B

110C
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FEIS ID #111
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111A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

111B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

111C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.1 of the EIS for information on human health risk.

111D.  
See Section 7.4 of the EIS.

111E.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

111F.  
See Section 7.3.5 of the EIS. Your concern is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and 
will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration. 

111G.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

111H.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration.See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #111
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FEIS ID #112

112A.  
The route data analyses in the EIS were completed for a single presumed alignment within each route. The 
EIS figures, however, do show other specific alignments within the route that were suggested during the 
scoping process. The final alignment within the Commission-selected route will be determined during final 
design, which the applicant will coordinate with nearby residents and other affected landowners.

112B.  
As stated in the Scoping Decision Document, route alternatives were rejected as they either did not meet 
the stated need of the project, had more impacts relative to the criteria used by the Commission in route 
permit decisions, or were incomplete in their description and/or depiction. In most cases these rejected 
route alternatives either had constructability issues due to proximity to structure/infrastructure or had 
significantly more houses with 500 feet. Specific reasons are provided in the Scoping Decision Document.

112A
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FEIS ID #113

113I. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

113J. 
Map 8.3-34 and Section 8.3.4.5 of the EIS have been updated to include this information.

113A. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

113B. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

113C. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

113D. 
 See Section 7.8.6. Wetlands were identified using the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and there 
are some inaccuracies with these data. During the permitting phase, the wetlands in the route will be 
delineated and avoided as possible.

113E. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

113F. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

113G. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration.See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

113H. 
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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114I.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

114J.  
Map 8.3-34 and Section 8.3.4.5 of the EIS have been updated to include this information.

FEIS ID #114

114A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

114B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

114C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

114D.  
See Section 7.8.6. Wetlands were identified using the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and there 
are some inaccuracies with these data. During the permitting phase, the wetlands in the route will be 
delineated and avoided as possible.

114E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.1 of the EIS for information on EMF.

114F.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

114G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

114H.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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FEIS ID #115

115I.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration. See 
Section 7.7 of the EIS.

115J.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

115A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

115B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

115C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

115D.  
See Section 7.8.6. Wetlands were identified using the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and there 
are some inaccuracies with these data. During the permitting phase, the wetlands in the route will be 
delineated and avoided as possible.

115E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

115F.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

115G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

115H.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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116A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

116B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

116C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

FEIS ID #116
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FEIS ID #117

117A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

117B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

117C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

117A
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FEIS ID #118

118A.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

118B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

118A

118B
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119D
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119A. 
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

119B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

119C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

119D.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

119E.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #120

120A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS. Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is 
now part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of 
Administrative Hearings (OAH) and Commission for consideration.
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FEIS ID #121

121A.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

121B.  
This route was suggested late in the EIS scoping process; landowners should were identified and notified 
at that time.

121C.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

121D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

121E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

121F.  
See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

121G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

121H.  
Voltages along the line are discussed throughout the EIS. Impacts of stray voltage are discussed in Section 
7.1.2 of the EIS. The information included in the EIS targeted a level of detail relevant to a reasoned choice 
among alternatives. See Minn. Rule 4410.2300, Subpart. H.

121I.  
The routes were proposed, selected and reasons for selection described in the scoping decision document 
for this Project, available on the Project web site.

121J.  
The need for this transmission line has been previously determined by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (Docket No. CN-06-1115).  Questions of need for this project cannot be addressed in this 
document, Minn. Stat.  216E.02, Subp. 2. 
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FEIS ID #122

122A.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge.

122B.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

122C.  
The most recent literature review on the subject (Jackson and Pitts 2010) reviewed a range of studies, 
including ones assessing the impact of higher voltage lines like the one proposed here. While it does seem 
intuitive that larger, higher voltage lines would have a larger impact on property values, it is difficult to 
find statistical verification of this assumption, in part because so many variables affect property values.122A

122B

122C
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FEIS ID #123

123A.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

123A
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