
FEIS ID #42

42A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

42B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

42C.  
See Section 7.4 of the EIS.

42D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

42E.  
Specific land use zoning maps are included in the Route Permit Application and were reviewed for the 
EIS.  While some routes are in areas in Oronoco township and elsewhere in Olmstead County that are 
zoned suburban or other residential , the applicable zoning ordinance does not appear to prohibit utility 
distribution or transmission lines in these areas.  

42F.  
Stray voltage is discussed in Section 7.1.2. of the EIS. The information included in the EIS targeted a level of 
detail relevant to a reasoned choice among alternatives. See Minn. Rule 4410.2300, Subpart. H.

42G.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

42H.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.
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43A. 
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #43

43A
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44A.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

44B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

44C.  
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS

FEIS ID #44

44A

44B

44C
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45A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

45B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

45C.  
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS

FEIS ID #45

45A

45B

45C
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46A
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46C

46D

46E
46F

46G
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46A.  
See Section 7.3.3 of the EIS

46B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

46C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

46D.  
Specific land use zoning maps are included in the Route Permit Application and were reviewed for the EIS.  
While some routes are in areas in Oronoco township and elsewhere in Olmstead County that are zoned for 
future suburban or other residential , the applicable zoning ordinance does not appear to prohibit utility 
distribution or transmission lines in these areas.  

46E.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

46F.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

46G.  
The EIS contains a general overview of the research on property value impacts due to high-voltage 
transmission lines. As described in that section, there is no generally recognized mathematical model that 
we can use to specifically predict the before and after property values in this or any other specific area 
along the routes.

FEIS ID #46
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FEIS ID #47

47A

47B
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47A.  
As has been discussed in various locations within the EIS, the effects of transmission lines on human 
health, property values, and urban growth have not been definitively established as either positive or 
negative. In addition, please see Section 7.4.1 of the EIS (Local Land Use Control Preempted).

47B.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

47C.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

47D.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

47E.  
The EIS contains a general overview of the research on property value impacts due to high-voltage 
transmission lines. As described in that section, there is no generally recognized mathematical model that 
we can use to specifically predict the before and after property values in this or any other specific area 
along the routes.
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48A.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

48B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

48C.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

48D.  
There are a large number of routes evaluated in the EIS, of which some are west of Highway 52. Since the 
comment is an argument for specific route, not a comment on the EIS, no response required. Your advocacy 
for other route alternatives not identified in the scoping process is noted.  Your comment is now part of 
the record in this matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative 
Hearings (OAH) and Commission for consideration.

48E.  
See Section 5.4 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #48
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49A.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

49B.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

49C.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #49

49A

49B

49C
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50A.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

50B.  
See Section 7.11 of the EIS.

50C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

50D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 8.3.4.7 of the EIS.

50E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration.  See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

50F.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

50G.  
Erosion/runoff are discussed throughout the EIS including Sections 5.5, 7.5.1, 7.6, and 7.8. The construction 
stormwater permit requires a pollution prevention plan that identifies controls and practices that would be 
implemented during construction.

50H.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

50I.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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51A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

51B.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

FEIS ID #51

51A
51B
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52A.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

52B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

FEIS ID #52

52A

52B
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53B.  
Multiple route crossing locations along the Mississippi River were evaluated by the applicant and federal 
regulators.  See EIS Section 6.1.  The crossing at Kellogg, Minn. was the preferred crossing of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  The USFWS opposed a crossing at Winona, Minn. and indicated that 
a crossing at La Crescent, Minn. would be inferior to the Kellogg crossing.   Accordingly, the applicant 
presented the Kellogg crossing in its route permit application. Minnesota Department of Commerce, 
Energy Facility Permitting (EFP) staff reviewed and evaluated the route permit application.  EFP staff 
recommended that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission accept the application as complete.  The 
Commission found the application complete, with one river crossing at Kellogg, on March 9, 2010.  
Following the scoping comment period for the draft EIS for the project, the director of the Minnesota Office 
of Energy Security (OES), based on public comments received and on evaluation by EFP staff, determined 
the scope of the draft EIS.  This scope included one river crossing to be studied in the EIS, the Kellogg 
crossing.  The scoping decision was appealed by NoCapX 2020 and United Citizens Action Network.  This 
appeal was denied by the director of OES.  Thus, consistent with the scope for the draft EIS, and consistent 
with the guidance of the USFWS, the EIS considers and analyzes one river crossing, the crossing at Kellogg, 
Minn.        

53C.  
See Section 7.12.7 of the EIS.

53D.  
Wabasha and the National Eagle Center in Wabasha is about five miles from the closest proposed route. 
The critical issue of potential impacts on raptors, waterfowl and other birds using the flyway is described 
throughout the EIS. See, e.g.,, Sections 7.1, 8.1, 8.3, and 8.4. 

53A.  
Based on Amanda King’s direct testimony, the applicant considered potential flows on the 345 kV line 
facilities that could occur under the highest anticipated loading conditions at some point in the future. 
High line loading conditions could occur during off-peak demand periods if significant generation were 
to be located in the area and if there were an unplanned outage of a major Twin Cities 345 kV transmission 
source such as Byron—Prairie Island or King—Eau Claire. These off-peak demand periods generally occur 
for about six hours per day. Based on this scenario, planning engineers determined that the highest flow 
that could reasonably be expected to occur on the facilities would be on the North Rochester—Mississippi 
River segment of the line; flows on the Hampton—North Rochester segment would be lower. The North 
Rochester—Mississippi River segment could potentially experience approximately 600 MVA for short 
periods of time. Planning engineers also assessed whether there was a scenario could result in flows higher 
than 600 MVA. Planning engineers determined that assuming load levels above 600 MVA would not be a 
reasonable assumption given the limited local generation that may develop in the area.

Levels above 600 MVA were not considered in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project as they 
were in the Fargo - St. Cloud 345kV Project because a key difference between the projects is the impact 
of generation connections on anticipated load flows. It is likely that smaller generator projects would 
interconnect with the electrical system in the Hampton – Rochester – La Crosse 345 kV Project area. In 
contrast, larger generators are expected to interconnect with the electrical system on the north end of the 
Fargo Project area. In the Fargo case, planning engineers estimated the highest loading levels that might 
occur on the line at some point in the future, considering a hypothetical high generation scenario where 
several thousands of megawatts (> 4,000 MW) of new generation is developed in North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Manitoba. Under this scenario, in any year, loading values of 600 MVA and 1,500 MVA would 
only potentially occur on the Fargo 345 kV line for up to six hours per day, for up to several days in a row.

It’s also important to note that there is a network of bulk transmission lines in Minnesota that is set up like 
a hub and spoke where major facilities connect to the 345 kV ring around the Twin Cities. Generally, flows 
head from the west and the north toward the Twin Cities, the state’s largest load center, and then move east 
and south. In the Twin Cities, power is drawn down from the lines to meet customer demand. Therefore, 
load flows “out” of the Twin Cities is lower than load flows headed “in” to the Twin Cities. Due to this 
general load flow and the lack of large generators in southeast Minnesota, load flows on the Hampton – 
Rochester – La Crosse line will be lower than those on the Fargo line.
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54A.  
See Section 7.12.7 of the EIS.

54B.  
Wabasha and the National Eagle Center in Wabasha is about five miles from the closest proposed route. 
The critical issue of potential impacts on raptors, waterfowl and other birds using the flyway is described 
throughout the EIS. See, e.g., Sections 7.1, 8.1, 8.3, and 8.4.  

FEIS ID #54
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FEIS ID #55

55A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

55B.  
See Section 7.5.1.1 of the EIS.

55C.  
Potential human health impacts associated with HVTLs are discussed in Section 7.1 of the EIS. The 
information included in the EIS targeted a level of detail relevant to a reasoned choice among alternatives. 
See Minn. Rule 4410.2300, Subpart. H.

55D.  
Impacts to wildlife and mitigation of those impacts are discussed in Section 7.7.2.1 and 7.7.2.2, respectively. 
Mitigation of impacts on raptors and other large birds of prey include coordination of structure design in 
WMAs and river crossings between the applicant and various state and federal wildlife agencies. Many 
of the species mentioned by the commenter are Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN). SGCN 
species are discussed in Section 7.7.2.1 as well, and Figure 7.7.2.1-2 details the types of impacts that most 
affect SGCN species.

55E.  
As noted in Section 7.8.7 of the EIS, the construction stormwater general permit (MN R 100001) was 
re-issued by the PCA on August 1, 2008. Under the re-issued permit an NPDES/State Disposal permit 
would be required for the construction of this transmission line. The types of activities associated with 
the construction of powerlines which trigger the need for a stormwater construction permit include ROW 
clearing, staging areas, access roads, landings for storage of equipment and timber, and other types of 
activities which disturb soil.

The construction stormwater permit requires the preparation of a project specific pollution prevention plan 
that identifies controls and practices that would be implemented during construction to prevent erosion. 
Specific strategies and requirements for controlling erosion will be developed during permitting and will 
be tailored to the unique erosion challenges that the permitted route presents.

55F.  
See Section 7.3 of the EIS.

55G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

Appendix O

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Lines Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement O-155



FEIS ID #55

55H.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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56A.  
See Sections 7.4 and 7.6 of the EIS.

56B.  
The karst feature identified by the commenter is identified in on Map 8.1-21 and in Appendix H of the EIS.

56C.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

56D.  
See Section 7.8.6. Wetlands were identified using the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and there 
are some inaccuracies with these data. During the permitting phase, the wetlands in the route will be 
delineated and avoided as possible.

56E.  
The location identified in this comment is noted and is available to the applicant as part of the record. All 
available data was reviewed and this location could not be verified. Additional survey/planning will be 
performed before construction.

56F.  
Two houses were removed from the GIS shapefile and are reflected in updated Appendix A maps. The four 
houses that the commenter suggests are missing are in the GIS file but not shown on Appendix A maps 
because they are greater than 500 feet from the proposed line.  

56G.  
See updated text/maps in Section 8.1.4.5 and in Appendix A maps.
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57A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

57B.  
See revised text in Section 8.3.4.8 of the EIS.

57C.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

57D.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge.

57E.  
Your comment is noted and will be forwarded to the administrative law judge. Please note that the purpose 
of the EIS is to assess the human and environmental impacts of the alternative routes identified. Not only 
are air quality impacts associated with the Project expected to be immeasurably small at a regional level, air 
quality impacts are not expected to vary notably from one route to the next, and therefore, do not provide a 
useful metric in weighing the viability of one route versus another.  

57F.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.

57G.  
The comment is part of the record in this matter by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the 
OAH and Commission for consideration.
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58A.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

58B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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58A
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59A
(cont)
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FEIS ID #59

59A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

59B.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

59C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.6 of the EIS.

59D.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

59E.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

59F.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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60A.  
See Section 7.5.1.1 of the EIS.

60B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

60C.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

60D.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #61

61A

61B

61C

61D

61E

61A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

61B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

61C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

61D.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.

61E.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.
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62A.  
The house the commenter suggests is missing is in the GIS file but not shown on Appendix A maps because 
it is greater than 500 feet from the proposed line. 

62B.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.
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62A
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63A.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

63B.  
See Section 7.1 of the EIS.

63C.  
See Section 7.3.1 of the EIS.

63D.  
See Section 7.2 of the EIS.

63E.  
Powerline towers, particularly the custom engineered monopole structures proposed to be used on 
this Project, are designed to withstand extreme wind and weather conditions and to meet or exceed the 
requirements of the NESC.  In the past five years, no steel poles have failed in Minnesota due to tornados 
or other weather conditions.  Two of the Applicant’s 10,350 structures failed during a tornado in Colorado.  
In Minnesota, an F3 tornado with wind speeds of up to 150-200 miles per hour passed through the Hugo, 
Minnesota area, but the wood pole structures and conductors did not fail.  See ALJ finding for the route 
Permit for the Hiawatha Transmission Line Project (OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20599-2, PCU No ET2/TL-09-
38) for additional information.

63F.  
See Section 7.3.2 of the EIS.

63G.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  Your comment is now part of the record in this 
matter by its inclusion in this EIS, and will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) 
and Commission for consideration. See Section 7.7 of the EIS.
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FEIS ID #64

64A.  
See Section 5.2 of the EIS.

64B.  
See Section 7.5.1 of the EIS.

64C.  
Your objection/preference of the specified route is noted.  The comment is part of the record in this matter 
by its inclusion in the EIS, and will be submitted to the OAH and Commission for consideration.

64D.  
See Section 7.8 of the EIS.

64E.  
See Section 7.7 of the EIS.
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