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Please submit comments by 4:30pm, May 20, 2010 to:

Matthew Langan Email: matthew.langan(@state.mn.us
Minnesota Dept. of Commerce Phone: 651-296-2096

85 7" Place East Fax: 651-297-78%1

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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Minnesota Dept. of Commerce
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Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198



CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Lines Page 1of 1

Langan, Matthew (COMM)

From: Stacey, Colleen K. [stacey.colleen@mayo.edu]
Sent:  Tuesday, May 18, 2010 12:11 PM

To: Langan, Matthew (COMM}); Doperalski, Melissa (DNR); Kirsch, Raymond (COMM); Schrenzel,
Jamie (DNR)
Cc: Rohlfing, Suzanne E., R.N.

Subject: CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Lines

Hi all,
| am Colleen Stacey, and | live within a mile of the proposed northern route that goes through Wabasha
County, and between the Duane Klein and Dale Rohlifing properties.

I would like to see existing rights-of-way used rather than disrupting people’s livelihood, and the beautiful
biosphere that we live in. _

I have prairie remnants with unusual wild flowers on my property that will undoubtedly be destroyed by the
spraying of the lines. | have lived here for 35 years, and have had the privilege of watching foxes at play, being
confronted by a badger, watching the turkeys ramble past my shed and the deer graze on my hay fields. There
have been tree frogs and tadpoles to share with my children. In the evening | hear the coyotes settle in for the
night, and listen to the raccoons. On summer mornings | am awakened by the song of birds. | am surrounded by
woods with beautiful trees and song birds and raptors, and have had the pleasure of listening to a whip-or-will,
and watching a hawk zero in on a gopher. There are beautiful places to ride my horses, and go cross country
skiing and sledding and hiking without having to load up and drive somewhere. There are trade-offs to living out
here that | gladly make, as it has been a sanctuary for me as well as the animals.

Access to this line would be very difficult, as the only road to that area is a private driveway, that in winter is
completely drifted in. This driveway was built as a road in 1880 by the rail road, and there is still the remnants of
a bridge across the Zumbro river. That driveway only goes within half a mile of the proposed route, so | would
expect there would be road construction to do.

Why in the world are we destroying the world we live in by marching across the state with transmission lines,
when the use of electrical energy is declining, and wind and solar powers are gearing up?

Why are we not confining the disruption by using existing right-of-ways?
Why are we-not-producing energy near the sights that use it rather than using-an archaic, inefficient method

to push energy from the west to the east?

I will be forwarding a printed copy of this letter to each of you.
Thank you for ‘listening'.

Sincerely,

Colleen Stacey
39986 590th Street
Zumbro Falls, MN 55991

5/18/2010




May 18, 2010
39986 590" Street
Zumbro Falls, MN 55991

Matt Langan

OES State Permit Manager
85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Mr. Langan,

I live within a mile of the proposed northern route that goes through
Wabasha County, and between the Duane Klein and Dale Rohlfing properties.

| would like to see existing rights-of-way used rather than disrupting
people's livelihood, and the beautiful biosphere that we live in.

| have prairie remnants with unusual wild flowers on my property that will
undoubtedly be destroyed by the spraying of the lines. | have lived here for 35
years, and have had the privilege of watching foxes at play, being confronted by
a badger, watching the turkeys ramble past my shed and the deer graze on my
hay fields. There have been tree frogs and tadpoles to share with my children.
In the evening | hear the coyotes settle in for the night, and listen to the
raccoons. On summer mornings | am awakened by the song of birds. | am
surrounded by woods with beautiful trees and song birds and raptors, and have
had the pleasure of listening to a whip-or-will, and watching a hawk zero in on a
gopher. There are beautiful places to ride my horses, and go cross country
skiing and sledding and hiking without having to load up and drive somewhere.
There are trade-offs to living out here that | gladly make, as it has been a
sanctuary for me as well as the animals.

Access to this line would be very difficult, as the only road to that area is a
private driveway, which is completely drifted in during the winter. This driveway
was built as a road in 1880 by the rail road, and the remnants of a bridge across
the Zumbro river still remain. That driveway only goes within half a mile of the
proposed route, so | would expect there would be road construction to do.

Why in the world are we destroying the world we live in by marching
across the state with transmission lines, when the use of electrical energy is
declining, and wind and solar powers are gearing up?

Why are we not confining the disruption by using existing right-of-ways?

Why are we not producing energy near the sights that use it, rather than
using an archaic, inefficient,expensive method to push energy from the west to
the east? ; :

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, oo
//z / ;7 e /\% P
f" /C//SMJ/ Es(,i/ 4047/'\

Colleen Stacey



May 18, 2010
39986 590" Street
Zumbro Falls, MN 55991

Jamie Schrenzel

Ecological Resources
Department of Natural Resources |
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 %
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 |

Dear Ms. Schrenzel
| live within a mile of the proposed northern route that goes through
Wabasha County, and between the Duane Klein and Dale Rohlfing properties.

I' would like to see existing rights-of-way used rather than disrupting
people's livelihood, and the beautiful biosphere that we live in.

| have prairie remnants with unusual wild flowers on my property that will
undoubtedly be destroyed by the spraying of the lines. | have lived here for 35
years, and have had the privilege of watching foxes at play, being confronted by
a badger, watching the turkeys ramble past-my shed and the deer graze on my
hay fields. There have been tree frogs and tadpoles to share with my children.
in the evening | hear the coyotes settle in for the night, and listen to the
raccoons. On summer mornings | am awakened by the song of birds. | am
surrounded by woods with beautiful trees and song birds and raptors, and have
had the pleasure of listening to a whip-or-will, and watching a hawk zero in on a
gopher. There are beautiful places to ride my horses, and go cross country
skiing and sledding and hiking without having to load up and drive somewhere.
There are trade-offs to living out here that | gladly make, as it has been a
sanctuary for me as well as the animals.

Access to this line would be very difficult, as the only road to that area is a
private driveway, which is completely drifted in during the winter. This driveway
was built as a road in 1880 by the rail road, and the remnants of a bridge across
the Zumbro river still remain. That driveway only goes within half a'mile of the

“proposed route, so | would expect there would be road construction to do.

Why in the world are we destroying the world we live in by marching
across the state with transmission lines, when the use of electrical energy is
declining, and wind and solar powers are gearing up?

Why are we not confining the disruption by using existing right-of-ways?

Why are we not producing energy near the sights that use it, rather than
using an archaic, inefficient,expensive method to push energy from the west to
the east?

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

' {
O_,‘Z) /f,f € \S"I\fiéy




S e— May 18, 2010
39986 590" Street
7 Zumbro Falls, MN 55991

Ray Kirsch

OES Public Advisor

85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Mr. Kirsch,

| live within a mile of the proposed northern route that goes through
Wabasha County, and between the Duane Klein and Dale Rohlfing properties.

| would like to see existing rights-of-way used rather than disrupting
people's livelihood, and the beautiful biosphere that we live in.

| have prairie remnants with unusual wild flowers on my property that will
undoubtedly be destroyed by the spraying of the lines. | have lived here for 35
years, and have had the privilege of watching foxes at play, being confronted by
a badger, watching the turkeys ramble past my shed and the deer graze on my
hay fields. There have been tree frogs and tadpoles to share with my children.
In the evening | hear the coyotes settle in for the night, and listen to the
raccoons. On summer mornings | am awakened by the song of birds. | am
surrounded by woods with beautiful trees and song birds and raptors, and have
had the pleasure of listening to a whip-or-will, and watching a hawk zero in on a
gopher. There are beautiful places to ride my horses, and go cross country
skiing and sledding and hiking without having to load up and drive somewhere.
There are trade-offs to living out here that | gladly make, as it has been a
sanctuary for me as well as the animals.

Access to this line would be very difficult, as the only road to that area is a
private driveway, which is completely drifted in during the winter. This driveway
was built as a road in 1880 by the rail road, and the remnants of a bridge across
the Zumbro river still remain. That driveway only goes within half a mile of the
proposed route,:so | would expect there would be road construction to do.

Why in the world are we destroying the world we live in by marching
across the state with transmission lines, when the use of electrical energy is
declining, and wind and solar powers are gearing up?

Why are we not confining the disruption by using existing right-of-ways?

Why are we not producing energy near the sights that use it, rather than
using an archaic, inefficient,expensive method to push energy from the west to
the east?

Thank you for your consnderatlon

Slncerely,
Dl J?‘%ff

Colleen Stacey
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Please submit comments by 4:30pm, May 20, 2010 to:

Matthew Langan Email: matthew.langan(@state.mn.us
mm”leaota Dept. of Commerce Phone: 651-296-2096

857 7% Place East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198




6052 Werk Road
Cincinnati, OH 45248
March 14, 2010

Matt Langan, Project Manager

Office of Energy Security, Energy Facility Permitting
85 - 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul. MN 55101

Subject: Docket No. E-002/T1-09-1448
Dear Matt:

I spoke with you February 22, 2010 regarding the “High Voltage Transmission Line,” Preferred
161 kV Route, that will run along the roadway (65™ Avenue NW) next to our property in
Olmsted county, New Haven Township, in Minnesota.

In order to refresh your memory, our property is located on page 39 (Sheet Map 18) in the
CapX2020 Preferred and Alternate Route Option map book, which we received a few weeks ago.
We have two parcels, (SW % SE % SEC 12 -108 - 15, 40.00 AC) and

(NW % NE % Less S450.42FT E208.71 FT SEC 13- 108 - 15, 37.84 AC). There seems to be
two docket numbers. One is (CN - 08 - 992) which I acquired from the Public Utilities
Commission, State of Minnesota web site on February 16, 2010. The other docket number (E-
002/TL-09-1448), is on the Notice and Order for Hearing Before the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, issued March 9, 2010.

Our concern is that the high voltage transmission lines and the easement or right of use

of Preferred 161 kV Route, extends almost down the center of our property in

SEC 13 - 108 -15. We had this land in CRP which expired a year ago. We sold a parcel from
that same Section 13, of 2.16 AC a few years ago, and planned to start development of more of
that land. With the CapX2020 Excel project in the making at this time, it creates a very real
hardship for us to continue further development of that property. Those lines will not only
require a large portion of our Section 13, but will create an undesirable atmosphere for many
people considering to purchase property for a ‘home in the country.’

We urge you to consider erecting the high voltage transmission line on the Alternative 161 kV
Route.

Sincerely,

David and Carol Steichen g

Cc: Grant Stevenson
Pamela Jo Rasmussen



57174 205 AV
Plainview, MN 55964

Matthew Langan

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV project

Dear Matthew,

I would like to thank the OES (Office of Energy Security) for holding these scoping meetings. | only hope
that you, unlike the Wabasha County Board with the recent jail issue, seriously consider the
comments made by the residents that are affected by this project.

I would like to urge you to use the preferred route in the existing Dairyland Q-3 line corridor since this
would have the smallest impact on the environment, land use, and residences.

The Alternative 345kV Route passes between 150 and 300 feet of the proposed centerline of my
neighbor, Tom Feils in section 30 of Watopa Township; and passes within 550 feet of my home in
section 25 of Highland Township (reference attached map — property corners marked in red). This
alternate route is directly across the center of my property and across the area where we regularly
work and train our horses. | would like to propose 2 substitute routes which would reduce the impact
on at least these two farm sites.

The first would be to break away from the existing corridor, West, at County Highway 14. This would
better implement Minnesota'’s policy of non-proliferation, utilizing the existing Right Of Way.

The second would be to break away from the existing corridor at the South line of section 30 in
Watopa Township and follow it West along the South line of section 25 in Highland Township.

| appreciate this opportunity to express my concerns and offer these substitute routes.

Sincerely,

& Ve
/ - “f ;

Roy Terry Jr.







57174 205 AV
Plainview, MN 55964

Matthew Langan

Minnesota Department of Commerce
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345 kV project

Dear Matthew,

I would like to thank the OES (Office of Energy Security) for holding these scoping meetings. | only hope
that you, unlike the Wabasha County Board with the recent jail issue, seriously consider the
comments made by the residents that are affected by this project.

I would like to urge you to use the preferred route in the existing Dairyland Q-3 line corridor since this
would have the smallest impact on the environment, land use, and residences.

The Alternative 345kV Route passes between 150 and 300 feet of the proposed centerline of my
neighbor, Tom Feils in section 30 of Watopa Township; and passes within 550 feet of my home in
section 25 of Highland Township (reference attached map — property corners marked in red). This
alternate route is directly across the center of my property and across the area where we regularly
work and train our horses. | would like to propose 2 substitute routes which would reduce the impact
on at least these two farm sites. ’

The first would be to break away from the existing corridor, West, at County Highway 14. This would
better implement Minnesota’s policy of non-proliferation, utilizing the existing Right Of Way.

The second would be to break away from the existing corridor at the South line of section 30 in
Watopa Township and follow it West along the South line of section 25 in Highland Township.

I-appreciate this opportunity to express my concerns and offer these substitute routes.

Sincerely,
/7 C
.‘/ 4 / > 4 / ,
g (7 T
f '//';?’

Roy Terry Jr.







May 17, 2010

The North Route Group
C/0 2301 15" Ave NE

Rochester, MN 55901

Matthew Langan
MOES State Permit Manager o T

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
RE: Docket # E002/TL-09-1448

Dear Mr. Langan,

Enclosed is a letter from the North Route Group expressing our concerns, and factors we wish to be
included in the scope of the DEIS for the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission line project. With regard
to the Alternate North Route from Rte 52 through Zumbro Township, we have included some comments
and recommendations for your consideration.

Although there is one letter enclosed, we request that you recognize each signature individually, as if
you received one letter from each of us. Some of us will also forward additional comments and
considerations separate from this letter

We thank you in advance for your thoughtful review of our concerns.
Very sincerely and respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Rohlfing

On behalf of The North Route Group




May 10, 2010

The North Route Group
C/0 2310 15" Ave NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Matthew Langan
Minnesota Office of Energy Security

85 7' Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: Docket # £002/TL-09-1448

Dear Mr. Langan,

We are the North Route Group: citizens east and west, from Rte 52 to 375" Ave, of the proposed
Alternate North Route crossing of the Zumbro River for the CAPX2020 345 KV Transmission Lines.
Recognizing the MOES utilization of MN Statute 216E.03, subd. 7, and MN Rules 7849.5910, we would
like to site our concerns and submit our recommendations for consideration for the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

Our land is in and near the Zumbro River and its Valley, located in Mazeppa, Zumbro and Pine Island
townships. It is part of the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest. Itis an area of natural
beauty and environmental significance. The river cuts through forest and woodlands, bluff land and
wetlands. It is host to a significant number of plant and animal species. It has no existing corridor or
existing river crossing structure. It would become fragmented habitat. It is the closest route to a
registered eagles nest in section 10 of TIO9N R14W. It crosses a Special Regulation section of the
Zumbro for Smallmouth Bass, and would transect the river just south and upriver from the North
Zumbro tributary. It contains and is in close proximity to two of the rarest habitat in Minnesota:
remnant prairie and oak savanna. This route transects two tree farms and property containing long
standing Stewardship Plans with the Department of Natural Resources. One property is host to a
monarch migratory stop/phenomenon.

The Zumbro River is a host to many year round recreational activities, many of which are reliant upon
the river itself and the habitat, topography and aesthetics of the area. These include fishing, tubing,
hunting, bird and eagle watching, nature trails, youth camps, and public campgrounds, a ski hill for
winter skiing and boarding, and canoeing/kayaking. According to the DNR Canoe and Boating Guide for
the Zumbro River, “two of the most popular trips (on the Zumbro) are from Zumbro Lake Power dam to
Zumbro Falls, or Zumbro Falls to Hammond or Millville”. Minn Statute 86A.02 supports the conservation
of, and recognizes the importance of, these areas in the state.

The culture of the region is rural. Many folks here have owned or cared for these properties for many
years or generations, be it farmed or wooded. We choose to continue our existing way of life void of
noise, property disruption, land destruction and economic loss. The North Route crossing the Zumbro
includes at least two century farms. The area immediately south of the proposed route hosts a history
of “Bark Town”, and the foundations of the original Wabasha County 7 bridge crossing and the old
school house.




We have concern regarding proliferation in this natural, minimally disturbed area along the Zumbro
River. The majority of this section of the Alternate North Route does not utilize existing corridors:
transmission, road or property lines. It transects many property parcels where section and half section
lines are used. A portion cuts cross country without any type of corridor utilization. There is no existing
infrastructure at this proposed Zumbro River crossing. The above mentioned counters the Minnesota
Non-Proliferation Policy, with reference to Minn Stat. 216E.03, subd. 7 (b) and Peer, 266 N.W. 2" 868.

We have concern with regard to a 150 ft. clear cut, and then permanent maintenance of that swath in
the area. The risk from continuous deforestation, chemicals, native species elimination, invasive species
opportunity, and mechanical impacts both on and near the proposed route and access points to the
route. We also have concern as to how these impacts will further degrade the area and the Zumbro
River Valley.

Other concerns include: sink holes, the karst terrain and highly erodible solil, a private landing strip,
proximity to livestock, inability to build a home or out buildings, missing notation of homes being built
on the route permit application, GPS and farming operation interruption and safety, EMF and health
impact on humans and animals, property value depreciation, and noise.

We ask that the MOES consider and refer to the following:

1) The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Mission Statement- “ to work with citizens to
conserve and manage the state’s natural resources, to provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and
to provide for commercial uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life”.
(MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011)

2) A Letter from the Division of Parks and Recreation Director, The Plan, Third Core Area “ the
opportunity to preserve Minnesota’s original landscapes for future generations” ( Cortland Nelson,
MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011)

3) Minnesota Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment- “ dedicate funding to protect our drinking
water sources; to protect, enhance and restore our wetlands, prairies, forests and fish, game and
wildlife habitat; to protect our parks and trails; and to protect, enhance and restore our lakes, rivers,
streams and groundwater... (Minnesota sales and use tax increase amendment, November 4, 2008)

4) Public and Private Partnership in the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest- ( “My Healthy
Woods, A Handbook for Family Woodland Owners: managing woods in Southeast Minnesota”; The Aldo
Leopold Foundation, 2010)

5) Action Plan for Minnesota Wildlife: Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy-“Tomorrow’s
Habitat identifies habitat loss and degradation as the primary problem facing species in greatest need
in Minnesota.” (Tomorrow’s Habitat for the Wild and Rare: Minnesota DNR)

We ask that that MOES consider the Preferred Route and other route alternatives that include: existing
corridors to utilize or parallel, less river and creek crossings, less forest, and less natural habitat..

We ask that the MOES consider exclusion of the Alternate North Route crossing of the Zumbro River.



We ask for an updated biological survey by the DNR in the area of the proposed North Route Zumbro
crossing.

We represent the present, and wish to conserve for the future. We respectfully submit our concerns
and thank you for your careful consideration.

The North Route Group and concerned citizens near the North Route Alternate.

Cc: Ray Kirsch, MOES

Melissa Doperalski, MNDNR

Jamie Schrenzel, MNDNR

Enclosures and signature pages




Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and Division of Parks and Recreation Mission Statements

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Mission Statement

The mission of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is to work
with citizens to conserve and manage the state’s natural resources, to
provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and to provide for commercial
uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life.

DNR Division of Parks and Recreation
Mission Statement

We will work with the people of Minnesota to provide a state park system
which preserves and manages Minnesota’s natural, scenic and cultural
resources for present and future generations while providing appropriate
recreational and educational opportunities.

What is Minnesota State Parks?

Minnesota State Parks is the
common name often used to refer to
the units operated by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Parks and Recreation.

These units include:

o State parks
-  State recreation areas
o State waysides

The Division of Parks and Recreation
also oversees the operation of forest
recreation areas, including both
campgrounds and day use sites,
within Minnesota’s state forests.

The purposes and characteristics of
the vanious units of the system are
described in Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 86A, known as the Outdoor
Recreation Act (the statute is
included in Appendix D).

The Division of Parks and Recreation
is one unit within the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). The Department’s focus
encompasses providing high-quality
recreation opportunities, providing
economic opportunities for resource
industries, and preserving important
features of the state’s natural and
cultural heritage. DNR programs
include fish and wildlife habitat
improvement, fire management,
mineral potential research,
management of public lands and
waters, and many others — all
designed to provide sustainable
benefits to Minnesotans now and
into the future.

MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011




A Letter from the Division Director

A Letter from the Division Director:
Making Minnesota State Parks, “Everyone’s Country Estate”

The subtitle of this plan, “Everyone’s Country Estate”, has a special meaning for those familiar with the history of
Minnesota’s state parks. It was a favorite phrase of Judge Clarence R. Magney, an early and very influential
supporter of state parks. A lawyer, jurist, former mayor of Duluth, Minnesota and associate justice of the Minnesota
Supreme Court, Judge Magney personally advocated for the establishment of many state parks in the park system
today, especially those along the shore of Lake Superior. He foresaw that state parks should, in his words, serve as
everyman’s country estate - their natural beauty and recreational qualities preserved for all citizens. Judge C.R.
Magney State Park, along Lake Superior’s shore, was named in his honor.

It is our goal to follow Judge Magney’s vision and truly make Minnesota State Parks “Everyone’s Country Estate.”
In our rapidly changing world we are seeing many trends that will impact our state parks and how people recreate:

e Minnesota’s population will grow by 27% from 2000 to 2030, bringing more development pressure to natural
lands and additional demand for recreationai opportunities.

s Minnesota’s population is getting older — the average age will increase from 35.4 years in 2000 to 40.2 years
by 2030. As people get older, visits to state parks decline, as does participation in other outdoor activities.

e  Minnesota will grow more racially and ethnically diverse — the state’s Hispanic and non-white population will
nearly double to 19% in 2030. These groups have traditionally been less connected with state parks and
other outdoor recreation sites.

e Minnesota is growing more urban and suburban — residents from these areas participate less in outdoor
recreation, including visiting state parks.

e People are more connected via technology — the intranet, cell phones, GPS, etc. Many people expect to stay
connected while recreating, or use technology as part of their recreation experience. Approximately 70% of
the population uses technology for trip planning.

These trends and other demographic and social changes occurring in Minnesota and throughout the country will have
an important impact on our efforts in the coming years.

Author Richard Louv, in his book “Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder,” cites a
growing body of knowledge that shows the value of connecting with the natural world and how that connection
provides an antidote to many of the problems that ail our children today.

Nearly a century ago Luther Standing Bear, a member of the Lakota Indian tribe, said “Man’s heart, away from nature,
pecomes hard; (the Lakota) knew that lack of respect for growing, living things soon led to lack of respect for humans
too.”

For those who wish to reverse the impacts of these trends and encourage a reconnection with nature, it is important to
think strategically and act swiftly. We, in the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Division of Parks and
Recreation, have created a six-year Strategic Plan to allow us to act and respond quickly during this time of dynamic
change. What remains constant, however, are the goals of our three-part state park mission to preserve Minnesota’'s
original landscapes, provide abundant outdoor recreation opportunities and educate park visitors and the public about
Minnesota’s natural and cultural heritage. The Division strategic plan links with the DNR’s A Strategic Conservation
Agenda, illustrating the Division’s contributions to the Department’s priorities.
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A Letter from the Division Director

The Plan

The Strategic Plan we have developed focuses on five core areas including the challenges within each of the three
mission areas, the changing workforce and the administrative structure needed to provide a park system.

Although we face many challenges, within those challenges lie opportunities:

o The opportunity to find new ways to draw visitors to state parks, understand the barriers that may be keeping
them away and explore what we might do better or differently to attract new users.

» The opportunity to use visitor services and interpretive activities to explore creative means of reaching the
younger generation and underserved populations.

o The opportunity to preserve Minnesota’s original landscapes for future generations.

o The opportunity to attract, hire, train and retrain an invigorated work force that is representative of the
population of the state and will enable us to connect with diverse groups.

o The opportunity to think differently about how we can provide services in the most efficient manner that will
best serve the citizens of this state.

It is exciting to think that we can work together toward reversing the downward trend of the public’s connection to
nature and the outdoors and provide citizens with their own “country estate” experience in state parks. In Minnesota
we have the unique situation of many local friends groups associated with individual state parks and a strong citizen-
supported organization, the Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota, to work with us to carry out these goals. Within
the DNR, we will work with other divisions and bureaus to be more efficient in the delivery of our services.

Implementation

We feel we have set a strategic direction for the most significant issues facing Minnesota’s state park system in the
near future. As with any strategic planning effort, the process itself of identifying issues and challenges, setting
priorities and staying grounded in core mission values is beneficial. We will craft three biennial workpians that focus
on the issues and strategies, the action steps and measurable outcomes. A summary of the strategic plan and copy
of the first biennial workplan is included with this document. We are committed to having a strategic plan that is action
oriented and provides every citizen in Minnesota the opportunity for outdoor recreation experiences.

Thank you for your interest in Minnesota’s state parks.

7

Courtland Nelson, Director
Division of Parks and Recreation
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Clean Water, Lan
nmendment

On Nov. 4, Minnesota voters approved a proposed Clean Water, Land and Legacy
Amendment. During the 2008 session, the Minnesota Legislature agreed to place
the amendment on the ballot.

Below are answers to frequently asked questions about the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment.

The question that was on the 2008 General Election ballot
- stated:

"Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to dedicate funding to protect our
drinking water sources; to protect, enhance, and restore our wetlands, prairies,
forests, and fish, game, and wildlife habitat; to preserve our arts and cultural
heritage; to support our parks and trails; and to protect, enhance, and restore our
lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater by increasing the sales and use tax rate
beginning July 1, 2009, by three-eighths of one percent on taxable sales until the
year 20347"

How much money will this raise and what would it be
used for?

The current general sales and use tax rate is 6.5%. Sales tax revenue is deposited
in the state General Fund. The amendment will increase the general sales and use
tax rate by three-eighths of one percentage point (0.375%) to 6.875% and
dedicate the additional proceeds as follows:

¢ 33% to a newly created Outdoor Heritage Fund to be spent only to restore,

protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for game,
fish, and wildlife (approximately $80 million in FY 2010 and $91 miilion in FY
2011);

e 33% to a newly-created Clean Water Fund to be spent only to protect,
enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, streams, and
groundwater, with at least 5% of the fund spent to protect drinking water
sources (approximately $80 million in FY 2010 and $91 million in FY 2011);

e 14.25% to a newly created Parks and Trails Fund to be spent only to support
parks and trails of regional or statewide significance (approximately $35
million in FY 2010 and $39 million in FY 2011);

¢ 19.75% to a newly created Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund to be spent only for
arts, arts education, and arts access, and to preserve Minnesota’s history
and cultural heritage (approximately $48 million in FY 2010 and $54.5 million in
FY 2011).

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/features/amendment.html 5/14/2010
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These figures are estimates from the Minnesota Department of Revenue; the total
amount of money available from future sales tax receipts can be greatly affected
by general economic conditions in the state.

The money dedicated under the constitutional amendment will be appropriated by
law. The dedicated money must supplement traditional funding sources for these
purposes and could not be used as a substitute.

Will the DNR receive this money?

These dollars will not go directly to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). The Legislature will make final funding decisions based on the
merits of any proposed projects. Projects can be proposed by the DNR as well as
other organizations and agencies.

The constitutional amendment states that funds can only be used for projects that
meet the criteria established by law. That is, they must restore, protect, and
enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for game, fish, and wildlife;
protect, enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, streams, and
groundwater; and support parks and trails of regional or statewide significance.

What are the DNR’s long-range conservation plans and
 strategies?

View the DNR’s long-range conservation plans and strategies

How are spending decisions being made?

Learn more about how the Lessard Outdoor Heritage Council will make
recommendations for 1/8 of the new sales tax revenue. The council is made up of
a group of Minnesotan's asked to collaborate and develop priority conservation
spending areas for the projected revenue.

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/ features/amendment.html 5/14/2010
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Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wild and Rare

An Action Plan for Minnesota Wildlife Comprehensive
~ Wildlife Conservation Strategy

Page 1 of 3

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwes/index.html]

Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wild and

managing Minnesota's populations of
"species in greatest conservation need."”
Species in greatest conservation need
(SGCN) are defined as native animals
whose populations are rare, declining, or
vulnerable to decline and are below = 3 o R
levels desirable to ensure their long-term ] P e Lugs
health and stability.

In Minnesota, 292 species meet the definition of species in greatest conservation
need (SGCN). This set of SGCN includes mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fishes, insects, and mollusks, and represents about one-quarter of the nearly
1,200 animal species in Minnesota that were assessed for this project.

Tomorrow's Habitat is the product of a partnership of conservation organizations
working together to ensure that these species populations are sustained for future
generations. The Department of Natural Resources is leading this effort here in
Minnesota, in partnership with wide range of conservation organizations and
individuals, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The Nature
Conservancy, University of Minnesota, Audubon Minnesota, U.S.
Geological Survey, Natural Resources Research Institute, and many others.
This CWCS partnership encourages interested conservation stakeholders to use
the information presented in the CWCS as a menu for action, to adopt and adapt
to their unique interests and capabilities.

. State Wildlife Grants Program

B In 2001, the U.S. Congress created the State
£ Wwildlife Grants Program (SWG) that provided
. funding to manage species in greatest conservation
need. One of the requirements to participate in this
program was that all states and territories develop a
wildlife action plan by October 2005. Tomorrow's
Habitat for the Wild and Rare is our response to this
congressional mandate. It helps guide how the SWG
* program operates in Minnesota, and provides
direction for sustaining species in greatest
conservation need into the future.

 The Primary Challenge: Habitat Loss and Degradation

Tomorrow's Habitat identifies habitat loss and degradation as the primary problem
facing species in greatest conservation need in Minnesota. It recommends a

5/14/2010
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simple and direct approach to this problem: conserve key habitats used by
Minnesota's SGCN in order to conserve the majority of Minnesota's wildlife. The
partnership arrived at this approach over the course of an intense 30-month
planning effort in consultation with a broad variety of conservation stakeholders. It
is based on a series of analyses that examined the needs of all 292 SGCN and
identified key habitats that benefit them. This analysis was conducted in each of
Minnesota's 25 ecological subsections.

| Three Goals of
Tomorrow's
~ Habitat

Tomorrow's Habitat has
three goals to address
the needs of Minnesota’'s
species in greatest
conservation need:

1. Stabilize and increase
populations of
species in greatest
conservation need populations

2. Improve knowledge about species in greatest conservation need

3. Enhance people's appreciation and enjoyment of species in greatest
conservation need

- What's Next: Operational Planning

The Department of Natural Resources, in partnership other conservation
organizations, is turning attention to operational planning for Tomorrow's Habitat.
A team of people will explore ways to support and incorporate the CWCS strategic
vision and priority conservation actions into the ongoing operations of
conservation organizations. The team will be asking how the vision and actions in
Tomorrow's Habitat reflect existing priorities, and how they can be used to help
shape future conservation priorities for these organizations. A very important
aspect of operational planning will be to create a framework and commitment to
long-term monitoring of species in greatest conservation need and key habitats.

Interested conservationists are encouraged to participate and support this new
phase of planning for the Wild and Rare.

Questions?

Daren Carison

Phone: 651-259-5079

E-mail: daren.carlson@dnr.state.mn.us

Brian Stenquist
Phone: 651-259-5144
E-mail: brian.stenquist@dnr.state.mn.us

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwes/index.htmi 5/14/2010




Signature for the Jetter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line : DATE- _MAY JO - 20/0.

NAME (print) ADDRESS SIGNATURE

o 53227 (o &4 1/ e
e menson

DN Drviger Sonae MY P Megp

I

H

PR LR
i ’ P /’/ i f oy o C? - d’ Ny f/b ’
;’v{;}-’wa,?g | Glessgdcy Y2 37 DTS O,

vrZy u ; { Y ,j

/

8y

5 3 . 7
) ys 18 29 Bve Nyzepia =
: 77

f?} = it rried

H

5900 433 A/ Al .
Mears k\\im‘ <a %4’{9 i~ Mﬁm&f(ﬁc MN 5:33;‘,:9? yg//’i/@wa oy

_Seavlay # Denay Melhkevs

SEQK \} \\Cv\ 34’\276 5‘%031\ s Zwius El\j Q/f%i (‘ (/,@»

f\\ (}édn =~ Tace }/ 399%| {'7@,\%1/\ STy o r f’;y J gf’ f’/

£ e
. o

e { — i - ¢ B 7 ™ ’
S eodd Dvown Sk €y 39980, %W St Zonbotlh < A ,
Y 3996k 57 1M Wil A AA
}/ % ) X (/ %




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Off:ce of Energy

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line:  DATE- r’” i~ MG’! s
NAME {print) ADDRESS SIGNATURE

CH363 Couur? AD 7

N
\qux} jz“géfi\)”:‘/l /’Mﬂzﬁﬂ/ﬂ,{l M STI5C vc;’j /2/@

| 2/D (s Vk , ~
DALE A RoULENG  ZaSitl i 3e%) ot GHAK

- : A sT- 77 .
ﬂmﬁ C Lrosshech yaasi s45 "D;'ch’,#’/«”“ ij/m C ZLWJM

- T yo V4 ‘ e
\/0/4*/ (/(J(xéw 5 TESy é//jf//é?&/@/ﬁgagjgé //y/,w-”»»""‘”“"“ '

Denice. Cocker 59694 415 Ave Maeon Ao Coclor

Z it oo falls, ION S DT

i ) - oy B2 7
R ¢ i )
‘ . S%3¢3 CT7 ﬁa 7 \@M//
Bﬂ(é& QE@U IENL Mﬁz:pf/% m) TYSTe K@’/ﬁ/‘—\/

4_)1’4,;1 nie 5@@%@ ,, %@Z% e, /;{j{/ 557

23ip 15™ Ave Mw

{@z{—l@m N T{oi/l lﬁ\ mjf Rochestr My 55441 %M‘*
( Y

Chrishine M’})(’Qyj 39270 s Ie St Coneets A ///iza//&/7




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line : DATE- WMAY jo - 2010

NAME {print) ADDRESS SIGNATURE

P A z.-;,f?,»"fl
Jim 5(,11(4{_,4 N Hg33dS A T Ave

) ) $G4 [ < 204 Ho-
S?LQ}QIIJC‘,W /‘/‘BCA}“’)“!" /%m;f%ﬁ;ﬁm iy

¢ A
/ ?h ) 230 |5 ™ Que W
SV%MM © hé)"ﬁ) Eockie s ey MO SS90

|

>




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
DATE- May 10-Zo10

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line :

ADDRESS SIGNATURE

LB S pindi 0S50 _sosTb sAZF /j{/’,}%%
i TS
) . AM/

T .
f/jjé/fe’-» J@@ggng R

I : [
sl P/ /rL)f) S;&j;{;{m’Sa A Py .
2 r A | c5p 7 w .2 L IS
F waiﬁ(&é 2 LICL P R rd f f “50 / \yﬁ 7 Zf) - i(sfl’/ﬂ'al ZF w?ﬁji’ff/lw’i{ﬁ~ A

»
/‘i"‘“/ AL 3
é‘:../‘ug*w—:m Lu:e"q_‘v‘u;nghj

;7
f

( o I
R9/52 590y

-] - .
So 6 S €& 3NN

e

if" e \S“ A Vs /’fd' By PR S ‘% f T/ 5.;
N : 3 N e Wi fog) ‘;.4 7 T i pE S e AN
7N T f:; EEMNITANN D7/58 570 S 7’ f;j:-«;f'ﬁ%,«;fi’% L 0o amn

~Jamas D Gerken 394716 D90 ST

| {

i

Loune M Gotden

~0 A Zurﬂﬁ)‘ﬂ?
SO0 a ~

Tonice Bar  39sa @S Fls
i
i

U dimce

[
N

(V)
-5
LR
S
Y
=&
LY

ot DAAe,

/
o L kee 3962/ S90ST

f,i a7 e,




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voitage Transmission Line; DATE- m@? |0, 2210

NAME (print) ADDRESS SIGNATURE

;,,E:fﬂ f Ky aq VI{ i( 0o S /()f 5 >1 (’g{é’ %J ;0{‘;)74’“%”

! ! P [ . e o oy p / g P ,,
Loste W asT GepAs oy 9% iﬂf‘“ oy s

D R W

k}ec\\/ We ckiverth 393%  s90 st N, Weebusendne
, T

Cm;o) Lecly et 34386 gmo™ s+ %L/M




Signature for the letter/petition e North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High ansmission Line:  DATE- May 1O Zam

NAME (print)
< Sa fwm/ 7 S’T’ SE / Ocme:y

/ ?/ZJ\W /O A y

@LmQaZQﬁ%
CM@%bgwﬂu

Doca Hellewd

Sh; s % wdrE HPR o

7 324l 7f a/ejg AMW //’z//gﬂwft

{3

Wil[& G reinike
bichill Yebarsn
Gl Stins
194 Shmets
Disone Windhosst

Civey B W P

s B T
“ *wc:uj (\M %L,«,, Z

' AA %ry Ste . ' |
ﬁa;,fm /3 éf%///‘)/,@z {A
o 225 %54§§%ﬂ2(%ﬁ3u* 7oy

14

..,




North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy

Signature for the letter/petition from
Transmission Line:  DATE- Wlay jo, ZOLC

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Volt:

NAME {print} SIGNATURE

(ady Pohl 44 47 e ) /M( @L{

nd e, SE

clerry st
ape NE - Sonshi o

Sm@‘ﬂ Nel<on
D le

Q be &\Ow@
@/ ////5/

2P A SE Q %/g/év

i d At &£ Am dm /7614/@

PNdy el \“{@S{r @’Ld

il l—lﬁmﬁ\ 8 And e SE /ﬁ W Q?é R
7R

CO\‘(M @”'Wl& 4 g Il WL SE WW ‘gg;@@




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Ener
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line: DATE- ma., 10, zotd

NAME (print ADDRESS SIGNATURE

7
, - N2
U2 Lhoy 57/ E. %/ZC/W

| éwﬁéu/b

Jé/»m L oy Y5l 7 e e

@&;}u’& s “/; CL{:«Zﬂ M/ / CBirCpz 74 5 e @ﬂ@uﬁ Cé@é
Seb/ Biu ik %,V, o
777

Jeonihee Dxi{jms " gagra

L@@ ATAS \/ ﬁ“—béf{ M e-Ze_ 0470
™
fg W% 04y u%m A e %’M U’ A \u{
/

DL/\Q\@_‘ L,g@“(;hj 4 /;

v s.(ﬂ _,// 5; A WS o 29 c .
;U/WW%&M%W% /(17 (’/5%/ ”ﬁ@fﬂ,@” (/\29,@@&, ,, UU/?

C a/; L‘ {’JW”\‘ M, R S )

Ve Tt S NSe Cher Bt mézéﬁm @/UM Ai/g}’i/?{ﬂ\ .

; U
MzeHoponmw //(f;? 2 CHERE /ST E - W %:\_/
H

it Ul Bye S tdiﬁ%”>,wjﬁv*

‘\/‘f\

f\\ o o /1 p 3 S
UWowndkke Tabpr 15 frve e Mazeppa, mis



North Route Group to the MN Ofﬁcé of Energy

Signature for the letter/petition f
Transmission Line :  DATE- [/’W&ﬁ; jO — 2D

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High V.

SIGNATURE

27 1 e i = : {”7/%/@ |

qdm it St Mm(lw

<3 j;:7 A )\/ﬁ’y\ }}}}}} [:Sﬂ/‘/'}?
)

NAME (print)
Ky, MBede
Greovye Twonsen

/

’") :?xa:é'\ Neshe e
@fjj‘m ; ‘"’51’\-‘

v

0 fox b1 Mame o Q&fﬁé“f\ Mesf s~

Dennis Bonkin
S b i
/7 L4t
% [nekoon
Dee N pifor
Horo I Forf=r

/W 52"3 7/ - A ﬁfﬂv’e W’ﬁ‘” \L /é?;/y?m

; 6@ y ZBJ’ VLR ﬂ\&r%‘

L
07 A‘Z,’[@’}( LA}‘C"’ ,/;«!,‘/% ?’7W i’ /Zﬁé

A
Q\\& W e




Signature for the letier/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Volitage Transmission Line : DATE-

1/1/7%3'(:7 o - Zolb

e Mier

ADDRESS SIGNATURE

A504 Gy KD Mozepn ><m<3 @CM@
L

S&. iy ‘Zf?m 6&.
1 \} [y

/A

55775 Ch K71 Plazeppn
| rt

C s Doedask

Si'c:w\ L_(’V\I\Cﬁ\’:{' NG814 H)s

W 2ypa

S o hnsen

Y2167 (63 S+ mwz%{mﬂ\ \4/}7

Ll e Jobosos

q21677 bo3 st MﬁZfﬁ?M &f@%

/,If&z’ j; 77%%5 i

Tear Thwtsa—

SIY4y s ey b é @W/

Mrm(&‘ A \,UV\QA'I— ne

DAl
Kvw \.,LU’ 146:%5 1[6

§<1 et Q/ ( Sm\;’f”i%’w é)

ST s’ Pve My /@% M

bei’qui Cocnt, \Qb(! \\,Lwé/t Unyis

5%49(%7@” 7/

U<
mazgs /0

GYyZ25-Z9O




North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy

Signature for the letter/petition f
Transmission Line : DATE- May (0. 20ie

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Vol

NAME (print) SIGNATURE .

N
Novwe Eranl)

é/ﬂymf( m s

[Do Na ,,/Qz? N

\fj;’lé?b(!c,@ /%Q[A@“%

: : ) :
: - £

:&‘35%& | "\\/H}l

{iit&w Ze S é{jﬂw‘? @(«W &4[ ’@f SE

[B\Wu CQJngf ‘ & ?‘7’/ Loo /90@ r/)zne/;ﬁ?/w Ma,

(gn#&co {_)/m sfedd

f\%/ WW D LAAPD A




North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy

Signature for the letter/petition fr
ransmission Line : _ DATE- }"3/2@&, 2 ke

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High v

NAME (print) ADDRESS SIGNATURE

— { N i
//ﬂ(//l S Z& 7472\(‘/(]

Vf‘f ATM N g’Xﬁ /‘4@%&

Yier BT //4%”//%?

Bown Gossor 47627 ;z%’é“?' e

Slee /4/&/@3

To i/‘/‘%?/ -

// Baere J 5(&&111/\(@{
g // /’%a ﬁméi'f’\f

[j’méﬁ Qcci = c:»(N
Mook Van Jith
i@mmq 5&@%%W /OG&QQQS%

PO B 82 Hezeppy Qm/gw S

& S 7‘3% ,4;}

M (g, Jo %a

DAN Srems




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Groun to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line : DATE- H’Mu;: i&, prolle

NAME (print ADDRESS SIGNATURE

{/L&% XM;, %@z/ A3 24p %@ M@%M'WU“
<
JWS[‘{/) S/Zm//é’ ﬁ’

| l(/:(x e Jﬂy/g/w«fuz»&«, S 0S6 oo dea D !&7 Spe. Vs

Mupcells Schreadee Same

Y5171 240 e

Y77 2901 Jyo Poware/S S/l

Ron  Takuson Y05k 595 "t Niepon
1)

j2) fz;&f& 25

i ?OQ?Z,V/’K % 17/355@’ ﬁ@w &7)‘ zlmz%ﬁfé %z’/fam

K/LL ﬂévfgdh Je Zf[ C//{@ch €S Cf W/@@W/d//

/ka‘ZFf;?C& AN
D e ] \ ~ , Y
No :«56 = Holbsochy, 7&05 Erry CJK _ Fosin /v”’%%/&%/@\‘?
S Mezeppl Ayt
/ ] ) Cd  fres
' i 04 PHoaninag Y 7:;2 I Zou ;/771“/ | sive /, o d L &f?f‘./y

th 7t Len WA

o MAaTHf7a



Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voitage Transmission Line : DATE- m&w io, ZEoUD

SIGNATURE
5577

N A

DUME KLEW 5 RNt Sosane po
- day Whilese 575057, £122

M@ A % 7@{%

NAME {print) ADDRESS

§ - c d i
’;\Mj JZUS‘\/\*QV S92 ’7 @;Zui)ﬁc\ Mas

415 42X pe

d’)Of’L MN 55952

Maru Fle W{LV\3
U
bmfﬁf@w@nmﬂ]
So19s 92D AV

l@éf%l ’ck 4(/(21475 Pl 2 e v

‘ 4 { o A
Swio Mmﬁ;ﬁ gg:,fg oRYy g ﬁj Ve /Qﬂ@@

3 GAOT LIR‘S"‘( AL

WMM Mz ¢ep )Oz\, N B/ Cein 11 feiceydr”

oG 00 Lenly FKoas! 77

- Ay s,
Mo 2 @574 JCph eni o t8HTEE

[7x4 ‘/ / QC(M 7/

‘9\-—- ' Co
§G5cY %3,7!/{//3 /@C//@f

U Q‘X/\AM ‘1’;/3)/& i

f/




Signature for the letter/petition from the North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy

Security RE: the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission Line :

DATE-

CEMWj#@ Caﬁﬂkmwn

Lovevn £ fackmay

Bmha% FP%%%

e vv\j

@ﬂmﬁ?ﬁﬂhﬁﬁﬁﬂ

5%0 DU(T“S? AL

/

/)

/%W é&%

/\/\G\/\A@Uw R Nolaa

SEEF DOAN

p&i» + LL\U¢’5\— VVio i\‘ﬂo“kr\(;f 56\ ‘J&Li C&Jﬁé-e\ ﬁ"—‘g ‘i L’\ L~@_j/{
d’ 3

Do }\//fi, 0

ADDRESS

J9137 N b R 24

May 10, 2010

SIGNATURE

Wabely Nk 598/

@c,\iaclgi\ec_/ﬂ/v 5)?5)/
jur37 N CTe . 8

Lo Mocd—

Agias cty Il bivd
Pine. “Iﬁigmé. MN 55963

48925 Chy 11 2IYD
Pine TSvud m;x? o

GETT5

Prave -

C[fv [/%J&

%w?ﬁ%uliﬁgg

42\7«19&13% /gmgﬁkﬁ

L/Z;// o }(/

//(41/“(,‘;/?’”,/7{;}%/’?) 7 //} / / %/’}/

9Lt CZV %N

[961 Cy QR

it O RO T

/\/\Q ~le n W \DQ(Q I
A ﬁ% \/]] Cﬂv@gﬂﬂk

590, 403 fuve




North Route Group to the MN Office of Energy
Transmission Line : _ DATE- J-/&-lo '

Signature for the letter/petition fi
Security RE: the CAPX2020 High

NAME (print) SIGNATURE -
N1 *‘” QN CpsipM e p pas W WV \, mi,;
: je7 24mboa do e

1095 @ £ To (5pbhprosy ~Stotsfis )




May 17, 2010

The North Route Group

C/0 2301 15" Ave NE

Rochester, MN 55901

Raymond Kirsch
MQES Public Advisor
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St. Paui, MN 55101-2198
RE: Docket # E002/TL-09-1448

Dear Mr. Kirsch,

Enclosed is a letter from the North Route Group expressing our concerns, and factors we wish to be
included in the scope of the DEIS for the CAPX2020 High Voltage Transmission line project. With regard
to the Alternate North Route from Rte 52 through Zumbro Township, we have included some comments
and recommendations for your consideration.

Although there is one letter enclosed, we request that you recognize each signature individually, as if
you received one letter from each of us. Some of us will also forward additional comments and
considerations separate from this letter '

We thank you in advance for your thoughtful review of our concerns.
Very sincerely and respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Rohlfing '

ﬂ?() il ]
7 ) ) /! N S

On behalf of The North Route Group



May 10, 2010

The North Route Group
C/0 2310 15™ Ave NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Matthew Langan
Minnesota Office of Energy Security

85 7™ Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: Docket # E002/TL-09-1448

Dear Mr. Langan,

We are the North Route Group: citizens east and west, from Rte 52 to 375™ Ave, of the proposed
Alternate North Route crossing of the Zumbro River for the CAPX2020 345 KV Transmission Lines.
Recognizing the MOES utilization of MN Statute 216E.03, subd. 7, and MN Rules 7849.5910, we would
like to site our concerns and submit our recommendations for consideration for the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

Our land is in and near the Zumbro River and its Valley, located in Mazeppa, Zumbro and Pine Island
townships. It is part of the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest. It is an area of natural
beauty and environmental significance. The river cuts through forest and woodlands, bluff land and
wetlands. It is host to a significant number of plant and animal species. It has no existing corridor or
existing river crossing structure. It would become fragmented habitat. It is the closest route to a
registered eagles nest in section 10 of TLO9N R14W. lt crosses a Special Regulation section of the
Zumbro for Smalimouth Bass, and would transect the river just south and upriver from the North
Zumbro tributary. It contains and is in close proximity to two of the rarest habitat in Minnesota:
remnant prairie and oak savanna. This route transects two tree farms and property containing long
standing Stewardship Plans with the Department of Natural Resources. One property is host to a
monarch migratory stop/phenomenon.

The Zumbro River is a host to many year round recreational activities, many of which are reliant upon
the river itself and the habitat, topography and aesthetics of the area. These include fishing, tubing,
hunting, bird and eagle watching, nature trails, youth camps, and public campgrounds, a ski hill for
winter skiing and boarding, and canoeing/kayaking. According to the DNR Canoe and Boating Guide for
the Zumbro River, “two of the most popular trips (on the Zumbro) are from Zumbro Lake Power dam to
Zumbro Falls, or Zumbro Falls to Hammond or Millville”. Minn Statute 86A.02 supports the conservation
of, and recognizes the importance of, these areas in the state.

The culture of the region is rural. Many folks here have owned or cared for these properties for many
years or generations, be it farmed or wooded. We choose to continue our existing way of life void of
noise, property disruption, land destruction and economic loss. The North Route crossing the Zumbro
includes at least two century farms. The area immediately south of the proposed route hosts a history
of “Bark Town”, and the foundations of the original Wabasha County 7 bridge crossing and the old
school house.



We have concern regarding proliferation in this natural, minimally disturbed area along the Zumbro
River. The majority of this section of the Alternate North Route does not utilize existing corridors:
transmission, road or property lines. It transects many property parcels where section and half section
lines are used. A portion cuts cross country without any type of corridor utilization. There is no existing
infrastructure at this proposed Zumbro River crossing. The above mentioned counters the Minnesota
Non-Proliferation Policy, with reference to Minn Stat. 216E.03, subd. 7 {b) and Peer, 266 N.W. 2" 868.

We have concern with regard to a 150 ft. clear cut, and then permanent maintenance of that swath in
the area. The risk from continuous deforestation, chemicals, native species elimination, invasive species
opportunity, and mechanical impacts both on and near the proposed route and access points to the
route. We also have concern as to how these impacts will further degrade the area and the Zumbro
River Valley.

Other concerns include: sink holes, the karst terrain and highly erodible soil, a private landing strip,
proximity to livestock, inability to build a home or out buildings, missing notation of homes being built
on the route permit application, GPS and farming operation interruption and safety, EMF and health
impact on humans and animals, property value depreciation, and noise.

We ask that the MOES consider and refer to the following:

1) The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Mission Statement- “ to work with citizens to
conserve and manage the state’s natural resources, to provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and
to provide for commercial uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life”.
(MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011)

2) A Letter from the Division of Parks and Recreation Director, The Plan, Third Core Area “ the
opportunity to preserve Minnesota’s original landscapes for future generations” ( Cortland Nelson,
MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011)

3) Minnesota Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment- “ dedicate funding to protect our drinking
water sources; to protect, enhance and restore our wetlands, prairies, forests and fish, game and
wildlife habitat; to protect our parks and trails; and to protect, enhance and restore our lakes, rivers,
streams and groundwater... (Minnesota sales and use tax increase amendment, November 4, 2008)

4) Public and Private Partnership in the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest- ( “My Healthy
Woods, A Handbook for Family Woodland Owners: managing woods in Southeast Minnesota”; The Aldo
Leopold Foundation, 2010)

5) Action Plan for Minnesota Wildlife: Comprehensive wildlife Conservation Strategy-“Tomorrow’s
Habitat identifies habitat loss and degradation as the primary problem facing species in greatest need
in Minnesota.” (Tomorrow’s Habitat for the Wild and Rare: Minnesota DNR)

We ask that that MOES consider the Preferred Route and other route alternatives that include: existing
corridors to utilize or parallel, less river and creek crossings, less forest, and less natural habitat..

We ask that the MOES consider exclusion of the Alternate North Route crossing of the Zumbro River.



We ask for an updated biological survey by the DNR in the area of the proposed North Route Zumbro
Crossing.

We represent the present, and wish to conserve for the future. We respectfully submit our concerns
and thank you for your careful consideration.

The North Route Group and concerned citizens near the North Route Alternate.

Cc: Ray Kirsch, MOES

Melissa Doperalski, MNDNR

Jamie Schrenzei, MNDNR

Enclosures and signature pages




Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and Division of Parks and Recreation Mission Statements

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Mission Statement

The mission of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is to work
with citizens to conserve and manage the state’s natural resources, o
provide outdoor recreation opportunities, and to provide for commercial

uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable quality of life.

DNR Division of Parks and Recreation
Mission Statement

We will work with the people of Minnesota to provide a state park system
~ which preserves and manages Minnesota’s natural, scenic and cultural
resources for present and future generations while providing appropriate
recreational and educational opportunities.

What is Minnesota State Parks?

Minnesota State Parks is the
common name often used to refer to
the units operated by the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Parks and Recreation.

These units include:

- State parks
« State recreation areas
» State waysides

The Division of Parks and Recreation
also oversees the operation of forest
recreation areas, including both
campgrounds and day use sites,
within Minnesota’s state forests.

The purposes and characteristics of
the various units of the system are
described in Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 86A, known as the Outdoor
Recreation Act (the statute is
included in Appendix D).

The Division of Parks and Recreation
is one unit within the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). The Department’s focus
encompasses providing high-quality
recreation opportunities, providing
economic opportunities for resource
industries, and preserving important
features of the state’s natural and
cultural heritage. DNR programs
include fish and wildlife habitat
improvement, fire management,
mineral potential research,
management of public lands and
waters, and many others — all
designed to provide sustainable
benefits to Minnesotans now and
into the future.

MNDNR Division of Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan 2006-2011




A Letter from the Division Director

A Letter from the Division Director:
Making Minnesota State Parks, “Everyone’s Country Estate”

The subtitie of this plan, “Everyone’s Country Estate”, has a special meaning for those familiar with the history of
Minnesota’s state parks. It was a favorite phrase of Judge Clarence R. Magney, an early and very influential
supporter of state parks. A lawyer, jurist, former mayor of Duluth, Minnesota and associate justice of the Minnesota
Supreme Court, Judge Magney personally advocated for the establishment of many state parks in the park system
today, especially those along the shore of Lake Superior. He foresaw that state parks should, in his words, serve as
everyman’s country estate - their natural beauty and recreational qualities preserved for all citizens. Judge C.R.
Magney State Park, along Lake Superior’s shore, was named in his honor.

It is our goal to follow Judge Magney’s vision and truly make Minnesota State Parks “Everyone’s Country Estate.”
In our rapidly changing world we are seeing many trends that will impact our state parks and how people recreate:

o Minnesota’s population will grow by 27% from 2000 to 2030, bringing more development pressure to natural
lands and additional demand for recreational opportunities.

o Minnesota’s population is getting older — the average age will increase from 35.4 years in 2000 to 40.2 years
by 2030. As people get older, visits to state parks decline, as does participation in other outdoor activities.

o  Minnesota will grow more racially and ethnically diverse — the state’s Hispanic and non-white population will
nearly double to 19% in 2030. These groups have traditionally been less connected with state parks and
other outdoor recreation sites.

s Minnesota is growing more urban and suburban — residents from these areas participate less in outdoor
recreation, including visiting state parks.

e People are more connected via technology — the intranet, cell phones, GPS, etc. Many people expect to stay
connected while recreating, or use technology as part of their recreation experience. Approximately 70% of
the population uses technology for trip planning.

These trends and other demographic and social changes occurring in Minnesota and throughout the country will have
an important impact on our efforts in the coming years.

Author Richard Louv, in his book “Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder,” cites a
growing body of knowledge that shows the value of connecting with the natural world and how that connection
provides an antidote to many of the probiems that ail our children today.

Nearly a century ago Luther Standing Bear, a member of the Lakota Indian tribe, said “Man’s heart, away from nature,
becomes hard; (the Lakota) knew that lack of respect for growing, living things soon led to lack of respect for humans
too.”

For those who wish to reverse the impacts of these trends and encourage a reconnection with nature, it is important to
think strategically and act swiftly. We, in the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Division of Parks and
Recreation, have created a six-year Strategic Plan to allow us to act and respond quickly during this time of dynamic
change. What remains constant, however, are the goals of our three-part state park missiort to preserve Minnesota’s
original landscapes, provide abundant outdoor recreation opportunities and educate park visitors and the public about
Minnesota’s natural and cultural heritage. The Division strategic plan links with the DNR’s A Strategic Conservation
Agenda, illustrating the Division’s contributions to the Department’s priorities.
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A Letter from the Division Director

The Plan

The Strategic Plan we have developed focuses on five core areas including the challenges within each of the three
mission areas, the changing workforce and the administrative structure needed to provide a park system.

Although we face many challenges, within those challenges lie opportunities:

e The opportunity to find new ways to draw visitors to state parks, understand the barriers that may be keeping
them away and explore what we might do better or differently to aftract new users.

o The opportunity to use visitor services and interpretive activities to explore creative means of reaching the
younger generation and underserved populations.

o The opportunity to preserve Minnesota’s original landscapes for future generations.

o The opportunity to attract, hire, train and retrain an invigorated work force that is representative of the
population of the state and will enable us to connect with diverse groups.

o The opportunity to think differently about how we can provide services in the most efficient manner that will
best serve the citizens of this state.

It is exciting to think that we can work together toward reversing the downward trend of the public’s connection to
nature and the outdoors and provide citizens with their own “country estate” experience in state parks. In-Minnesota
we have the unique situation of many local friends groups associated with individuat state parks and a strong citizen-
supported organization, the Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota, to work with us to carry out these goals. Within
the DNR, we will work with other divisions and bureaus to be more efficient in the delivery of our services.

Implementation

We feel we have set a strategic direction for the most significant issues facing Minnesota’s state park system-in the
near future. As with any strategic planning effort, the process itself of identifying issues and challenges, setting
priorities and staying grounded in core mission values is beneficial. We will craft three biennial workplans that focus
on the issues and strategies, the action steps and measurable outcomes. A summary of the strategic plan and copy
of the first biennial workplan is included with this document. We are committed to having a strategic plan that is action
oriented and provides every citizen in Minnesota the opportunity for outdoor recreation experiences.

Thank you for your interest in Minnesota’s state parks.

14

Courtland Nelson, Director
Division of Parks and Recreation
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Amendm

On Nov. 4, Minnesota voters approved a proposed Clean Water, Land and Legacy
Amendment. During the 2008 session, the Minnesota Legislature agreed to place
the amendment on the ballot.

Below are answers to frequently asked questions about the Clean Water, Land and
Legacy Amendment.

The question that was on the 2008 General Election ballot
stated:

"Shall the Minnesota Constitution be amended to dedicate funding to protect our
drinking water sources; to protect, enhance, and restore our wetlands, prairies,
forests, and fish, game, and wildlife habitat; to preserve our arts and cultural
heritage; to support our parks and trails; and to protect, enhance, and restore our
lakes, rivers, streams, and groundwater by increasing the sales and use tax rate
beginning July 1, 2009, by three-eighths of one percent on taxable sales until the
year 20347?"

How much money will this raise and what would it be
~used for?

The current general sales and use tax rate is 6.5%. Sales tax revenue is deposited
in the state General Fund. The amendment will increase the general sales and use
tax rate by three-eighths of one percentage point (0.375%) to 6.875% and
dedicate the additional proceeds as follows:

e 33% to a newly created Outdoor Heritage Fund to be spent only to restore,
protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for game,
fish, and wildlife (approximately $80 million in FY 2010 and $91 million in FY
2011);

e 33% to a newly-created Clean Water Fund to be spent only to protect,
enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, streams, and
groundwater, with at least 5% of the fund spent to protect drinking water
sources (approximately $80 million in FY 2010 and $91 million in FY 2011);

e 14.25% to a newly created Parks and Trails Fund to be spent only to support
parks and trails of regional or statewide significance (approximately $35
million in FY 2010 and $39 million in FY 2011);

e 19.75% to a newly created Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund to be spent only for
arts, arts education, and arts access, and to preserve Minnesota’s history
and cultural heritage (approximately $48 million in FY 2010 and $54.5 million in
FY 2011).

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/features/amendment.html 5/14/2010
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These figures are estimates from the Minnesota Department of Revenue; the total
amount of money available from future sales tax receipts can be greatly affected
by general economic conditions in the state.

The money dedicated under the constitutional amendment will be appropriated by
law. The dedicated money must supplement traditional funding sources for these
purposes and could not be used as a substitute.

fill the DNR receive this money?

These dollars will not go directly to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). The Legislature will make final funding decisions based on the

merits of any proposed projects. Projects can be proposed by the DNR as well as
other organizations and agencies.

The constitutional amendment states that funds can only be used for projects that
meet the criteria established by law. That is, they must restore, protect, and
enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for game, fish, and wildlife;
protect, enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, streams, and
groundwater; and support parks and trails of regional or statewide significance.

~ What are the DNR’s long-range conservation plans and
strategies?

View the DNR’s long-range conservation plans and strategies

How are spending decisions being made?

Learn more about how the Lessard Outdoor Heritage Council will make
recommendations for 1/8 of the new sales tax revenue. The council is made up of
a group of Minnesotan's asked to collaborate and develop priority conservation
spending areas for the projected revenue.

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/features/amendment.html 5/14/2010
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Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wild and Rare

An Action Plan for Minnesota Wildlife Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Strategy

Tomorrow's Habitat for the Wild and

managing Minnesota's populations of .
"species in greatest conservation need." ;”
Species in greatest conservation need
(SGCN) are defined as native animals
whose populations are rare, declining, or
vulnerable to decline and are below : % ki ‘
levels desirable to ensure their long-term {79 mpan Lues
health and stability.

In Minnesota, 292 species meet the definition of species in greatest conservation
need (SGCN). This set of SGCN includes mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fishes, insects, and mollusks, and represents about one-quarter of the nearly
1,200 animal species in Minnesota that were assessed for this project.

Tomorrow's Habitat is the product of a partnership of conservation organizations
working together to ensure that these species populations are sustained for future
generations. The Department of Natural Resources is leading this effort here in
Minnesota, in partnership with wide range of conservation organizations and
individuals, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The Nature
Conservancy, University of Minnesota, Audubon Minnesota, U.S.
Geological Survey, Natural Resources Research Institute, and many others.
This CWCS partnership encourages interested conservation stakeholders to use
the information presented in the CWCS as a menu for action, to adopt and adapt
to their unique interests and capabilities.

F State Wildlife Grants Program

£ In 2001, the U.S. Congress created the State
E Wildlife Grants Program (SWG) that provided
funding to manage species in greatest conservation
need. One of the requirements to participate in this
program was that all states and territories develop a
wildlife action plan by October 2005. Tomorrow's
Habitat for the Wild and Rare is our response to this
congressional mandate. It helps guide how the SWG
' program operates in Minnesota, and provides
direction for sustaining species in greatest
conservation need into the future.

 The Primary Challenge: Habitat Loss and Degradation

Tomorrow's Habitat identifies habitat loss and degradation as the primary problem
facing species in greatest conservation need in Minnesota. it recommends a

http://www.dnr.state. mn.us/cwes/index. html 5/14/2010
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simple and direct approach to this problem: conserve key habitats used by
Minnesota's SGCN in order to conserve the majority of Minnesota's wildlife. The
partnership arrived at this approach over the course of an intense 30-month
planning effort in consultation with a broad variety of conservation stakeholders. It
is based on a series of analyses that examined the needs of all 292 SGCN and
identified key habitats that benefit them. This analysis was conducted in each of
Minnesota's 25 ecological subsections.

Three Goals of
- Tomorrow's
Habitat

Tomorrow's Habitat has
three goals to address
the needs of Minnesota's
species in greatest
conservation need:

1. Stabilize and increase
populations of
species in greatest
conservation need populations

2. Improve knowledge about species in greatest conservation need

3. Enhance people's appreciation and enjoyment of species in greatest
conservation need

What's Next: Operational Planning

The Department of Natural Resources, in partnership other conservation
organizations, is turning attention to operational planning for Tomorrow's Habitat.
A team of people will explore ways to support and incorporate the CWCS strategic
vision and priority conservation actions into the ongoing operations of
conservation organizations. The team will be asking how the vision and actions in
Tomorrow's Habitat reflect existing priorities, and how they can be used to help
shape future conservation priorities for these organizations. A very important
aspect of operational planning will be to create a framework and commitment to
long-term monitoring of species in greatest conservation need and key habitats.

Interested conservationists are encouraged to participate and support this new
phase of planning for the Wild and Rare.

Questions?

Daren Carlson

Phone: 651-259-5079

E-mail: daren.carlson@dnr.state.mn.us

Brian Stenquist
Phone: 651-259-5144
E-mail: brian.stenguist@dnr.state.mn.us

http://www.dnr.state. mn.us/cwes/index.html 5/14/2010
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May 20, 2010

Suzanne Rohlfing

2310 15" Ave NW

Rochester, MN 55901

Matthew Langan
Mn Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: Docket# TL-09-1448

Dear Matt,

| ask thank you please include these signatures to those submitted with the letter from the North Route
Group dated May 10, 2010.

Thank you.

Respecfully yours,

Suzanne Rohlifing

The North Route Group
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- Langan, Matthew (COMM)

From: Mike Thedens [mthedens01@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Wednesday, May 18, 2010 11:07 PM

To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Subject: CapX2020 Hampton-Rochester- LaCrosse

Public Comment Sheet

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448

Name: Alfred Thedens
Address: 4236 125 St NE Rochester, Mn 55906
Comments:

| have a number of concerns with the preferred route that is being proposed along my
80 acre farm where | reside in Olmsted County, Farmington Township, Section 9. My
farm is located on map 23 of the CapX2020 project map for Hampton to Rochester to
LaCrosse. On this map it indicates the preferred route is to be along the south 7 mile
long property line and along the east % mile long property line of my farm.

My first concern is how this transmission line will impact my farm and my son’s property
to the south located in Section 9 of Farmington Township. Looking at map 23, in the
middle of Section 9, the preferred route for the transmission line changes from going
east/west to north/south. The concern with this is the 160 acre farm to the south of my
property is my son’s century farm. My farm has the preferred transmission line which
encompasses 50 percent of the perimeter of my farm which seems to be over

excessive. My wife and | are retired and sometime in the near future our property

will be part of my son’s farm and expand his continuous farm acreage from 160 acres to -
240 acres. When this happens his farm will be divided by a % mile of transmission line
along with % mile of transmission line on the perimeter property lines. Besides my son’s
farm, there is a 160 acre farm to the east of my farm in Section 9. This is farm was my
sister’s where she raised her family and her granddaughter currently has ownership. My
son is interested in purchasing this 160 acre farm when my great niece decides to sell.
When this would happen, my son’s farm acreage would expand to a continucus 400

5/20/2010
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acre farm that would end up being divided by a % mile transmission line along with %

mile transmission line on the perimeter property lines. These opportunities to expand
my son’s farm were in the planning staging for the past number of years and before any
thoughts of any proposed transmission lines. My family over the past 150 years has
owned up to 540 acres of the 620 acres that make up Section 9 in Farmington
Township. It is my intent for my farm property to become part of my son’s farm and
“have it past onto my grandson’s in the future and keep the farm in the family.

Besides concerns of transmission lines dividing the farm property | am also concerned
about other items such as land values, farm operation flexibility, aesthetics and
recreation.

Land values are a very big concern. My family as stated previously has a made a big
property investment in Section 9 for over the past 150 years. If this transmission line
would be routed thru Section 9 as proposed then this would have a negative impact on
the resale/loan value of all this property. | know if | was given the opportunity to
purchase two similar farms (size, building site, tillable acres) and the only major
difference was one had transmission lines and the other did not, | know | would not
offer as much money to purchase the property with the transmission lines. Why would
someone else do any different? Transmission lines certainly-do not make the landscape
more appealing to look at. Being retired, | depend on the farm income and the value of
my property to take care of my wife and myself for a living. What happens if we get sick
and one of both of us end up in a nursing home? The less our farm is worth the fewer
choices we have available based on what we can afford. | know the placement of these
transmission lines will have a negative impact on the value of the farms. Also
Farmington Township only allows buildable sites to be on a minimum of 80 acres. Since
my farm is only 80 acres there is no way that | can split it up and try to sell a portion of
~the property without any transmission lines onit to try and recoup any negative impact -
it may have on the value of our farm.

The future flexibility of the farm operations in Section 9 of Farmington Township is going
to be affected by the placement of transmission lines. | know on my niece’s farm for
instance the need to build a new house is required especially if my son purchases the
property and one of my grandsons decide to build a house there. The old abandoned
building site is not much worth salvaging so placing the house and building site ina new
location on the property is a strong possibility. Transmission lines will impact the
location of where to setup a new building site in the future. Also if these transmission
lines are placed and my son ends up taking ownership of my niece’s farm besides having
my farm as stated previously then he will need to farm around the base of % mile of
transmission line poles that will dividing up the farmiand.

5/20/2010
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The aesthetic impact to the farm will also be negative. Who wants to look out the
window of their house or drive a tractor while doing field work and enjoying nature to
see a transmission line in the middle it? Well, certainly not me. I have always enjoyed
spending time on my farm and part of that is the scenery that is currently there. Thatis
part of why I choose to live where | do.

Then there is the impact the transmission lines will have on the recreation of the
property. Besides my family doing field work and enjoying the scenery, my son and
grandson’s deer and pheasant hunt on all of this farmland (mine, my son’s century farm
and my niece’s). Over the past few years we have also seen bald eagles flying around
and nesting on and or near our farm. Having transmission lines may not have a large
impact on this, but it certainly takes away from the setting of being in the middle of
nature doing something you enjoy and then seeing this man made transmission line in
it.

These are my concerns of the proposed transmission lines on my farm and the adjacent
farms in Olmsted County of Farmington Township Section 9.

Alfred Thedens

5/20/2010




Page 1 of 3

Langan, Matthew (COMM)

From: Thedens, Mike [mthedens@rochestermn.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 8:13 AM

To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Subject: Public Comments for CapX2020 Hampton-Rochester-Lacrosse

Attachments: Map 23 with Section 9.pdf

Public Comment Sheet

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448

Name: Mike Thedens
Address: 4313 Hwy 247 NE Elgin, Mn 55932
Comments:

| have a number of concerns with the preferred route that is being proposed along my
160 acre century farm where | reside in Olmsted County, Farmington Township, Section
9. The actual tax description of the property is Sect-09 Twp-108 Range-013 160.00 AC
or SW % Sec 9108 13. My century farm is located on map 23 of the CapX2020 project
map for Hampton to Rochester to LaCrosse. On this map it indicates the preferred
route is to be along the north % mile long property line of my farm.

My first concern is how this transmission line will impact my farm and also my parents
and cousins property located in Section 9 of Farmington Township. Looking at map 23,
in the middle of Section 9, the preferred route for the transmission line changes from
going east/west to north/south. The concern with this is the 80 acre farm to the north
of my property is my parent’s farm. Their farm has the preferred transmission line going
along both the % mile long south property line and the % mile long east property line
which encompasses 50 percent of the perimeter of their farm. My parents are retired
and sometime in the near future this will be my property and will expand my continuous
farm acreage from 160 acres to 240 acres. When this happens my farm will be divided
by % mile of transmission line along with % mile of transmission line along it perimeter
property lines. Besides my parent’s farm, there is my cousin’s 160 acre farm to the east

J

of my parent’s farm in Section 9. This is the home of my father’s sister where she raised

5/18/2010
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her family and her granddaughter currently has ownership. | am interested in

purchasing this 160 acre farm when my cousin decides to sell. My cousin mentioned
that they would let me know when they want to sell the farm. When this would
happen, along with my parent’s farm | would expand my farm acreage to a continuous
400 acre farm that would end up being divided by % mile transmission line and % mile
transmission line along the perimeter property lines. Reference the marked up map |
sent along with these comments of concerns. These opportunities to expand my farm
were in the planning staging for the past number of years and before any thoughts of
any proposed transmission lines. My family over the past 150 years has owned up to
540 acres of the 620 acres that make up Section 9 in Farmington Township. It is my
intent to own the property of my parent/cousins, besides what | currently own and past
it onto my sons and keep the farm in the family.

Besides concerns of transmission lines dividing the farm property | am also concerned
about other items such as land values, farm operation flexibility, aesthetics and
recreation.

Land values are a very big concern. My family as stated previously has a made a big
property investment in Section 9 for over 150 years. If this transmission line would be
routed thru Section 9 as proposed then this would have a negative impact on the
resale/loan value of all this property. | know if | was given the opportunity to purchase
two similar farms (size, building site, tillable acres) and the only major difference was
one had transmission lines and the other did not, | know | would not offer as much
money to purchase the property with the transmission lines. Why would someone else
do any different? Transmission lines certainly do not make the landscape more
appealing to look at. With the situation of my parent’s farm they are retired and
depend on the farm income and the value of their property to take care of them for the
rest of their life. What happens if they go into a nursing-home? The less their farm is
worth the fewer choices they have available to them. | know the placement of these
transmission lines will have a negative impact on the value of the farms. Also
Farmington Township only allows buildable sites to be on minimum of 80 acres. Since
my parent’s farm is only 80 acres there is no way that they can split up and try to sell a
portion of the property without any transmission lines on it to try and recoup any
negative impact it may have on their farm as a whole.

The future flexibility of the farm operations in Section 9 of Farmington Township is going
to affected by the placement of transmission lines. | know on my cousins farm for

instance the need to build a new house is required especially if | purchase the property

not much worth salvaging so placing the house and building site in a new location on the

5/18/2010
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property is a strong possibility. Transmission lines will impact the location of where to

setup a new building site in the future. Also if these transmission lines are placed and |
end up taking ownership of the adjacent farms as stated previously then | will need to
farm around the base of % mile of transmission line poles.

The aesthetic impact to the farm will also be negative. Who wants to look out the
window of their house or drive a tractor while doing field work and enjoying nature to
see a transmission line in the middle it? Well, certainly not me. | have always enjoyed
spending time on my farm and part of that is the scenery that is currently there.

Then there is the impact the transmission lines will have on the recreation of the
property. Besides doing field work and enjoying the scenery, my sons and | also deer
and pheasant hunt on the farm. Over the past few years we have also seen bald eagles
flying around and nesting on and or near our farm. Having transmission lines may not
have a large impact on this, but it certainly takes away from the setting of being in the
middle of nature doing something you enjoy and then seeing this man made
transmission line in it.

These are my concerns of the proposed transmission lines on my farm and the adjacent
farms in Olmsted County of Farmington Township Section 9.

Mike Thedens |

5/18/2010
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Public Comment Sheet

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line PrOJ ect
PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448 e

Name: Mike Thedens |
Address: 4313 Hwy 247 NE Elgin , Mn 55932 |
Comments:

I have a number of concerns with the preferred route that is being proposed
along my 160 acre century farm where 1 reside in Olmsted County,
Farmington Township, Section 9. The actual tax description of the property
1s Sect-09 Twp-108 Range-013 160.00 AC or SW Y4 Sec 9 108 13. My
century farm is located on map 23 of the CapX2020 project map for
Hampton to Rochester to LaCrosse. On this map it indicates the preferred
route 1S to be along the north %2 mile long property line of my farm.

My first concern is how this transmission line will impact my farm and also
my parents and cousins property located in Section 9 of Farmington
Township. Looking at map 23, in the middle of Section 9, the preferred
route for the transmission line changes from going east/west to north/south.
The concern with this is the 80 acre farm to the north of my property is my
parent’s farm. Their farm has the preferred transmission line going along
both the Y4 mile long south property line and the %2 mile long east property
line. My parents are retired and sometime in the near future this will be my
property and will expand my continuous farm acreage from 160 acres to 240
acres. When this happens my farm will be divided by % mile of
transmission line along with %: mile of transmission line along it perimeter
property lines. Besides my parent’s farm, there is my cousin’s 160 acre farm
to the east of my parent’s farm in Section 9. This is the home of my father’s
sister where she raised her family and her granddaughter currently has
ownership. [ am interested in purchasing this 160 acre farm when my cousin
decides to sell. My cousin mentioned that they would let me know when
they want to sell the farm. When this would happen, along with my parent’s
farm [ would expand my farm acreage to a continuous 400 acre farm that
would end up being divided by % mile transmission line and %4 mile




transmission line along the perimeter property lines. These opportunities to
expand my farm were in the planning staging for the past number of years
and before any thoughts of any proposed transmission lines. My family over
the past 150 years has owned up to 540 acres of the 620 acres that make up
Section 9 in Farmington Township. It is my intent to own the property of
my parent/cousins, besides what I currently own and past it onto my sons
and keep the farm in the famly.

Besides concerns of transmission lines dividing the farm property I am also
concerned about other items such as land values, farm operation flexibility,
aesthetics and recreation.

Land values are a very big concern. My family as stated previously has a
made a big property investment in Section 9 for over 150 years. If this
transmission line would be routed thru Section 9 as proposed then this would
have a negative impact on the resale/loan value of all this property. I know
if I was given the opportunity to purchase two similar farms (size, building
site, tillable acres) and the only major difference was one had transmission
lines and the other did not, I know I would not offer as much money to
purchase the property with the transmission lines. Why would someone else
do any different? Transmission lines certainly do not make the landscape
more appealing to look at. With the situation of my parent’s farm they are
retired and depend on the farm income and the value of their property to take
care of them for the rest of their life. What happens if they go into a nursing
home? The less their farm is worth the fewer choices they have available to
them. Iknow the placement of these transmission lines will have a negative
impact on the value of the farms. Also Farmington Township only allows
buildable sites to be on minimum of 80 acres. Since my parent’s farm is
only 80 acres there is no way that they can split up and try to sell a portion
of the property without any transmission lines on it to try and recoup any
negative impact it may have on their farm as a whole.

The future flexibility of the farm operations in Section 9 of Farmington
Township is going to affect by the placement of transmission lines. I know
on my cousins farm for instance the need to build a new house is required
especially if I purchase the property and one of my sons decide to build a
house there. The old abandoned building site is not much worth salvaging
so moving the house and building site to a new location is a strong
possibility. Transmission lines will impact the location of where to setup a
new building site in the future. Also if these transmission lines are placed




and I end up taking ownership of the adjacent farms as stated previously
then I will need to farm around the base of % mile of transmission line poles.

The aesthetic impact to the farm will also be negative. Who wants to look
out the window of their house or drive a tractor while doing field work and
enjoying nature to see a transmission line in the middle it? Well, certainly
not me. I have always enjoyed spending time on my farm and part of that is
the scenery that is currently there.

Then there is the impact the transmission lines will have on the recreation of
the property. Besides doing field work and enjoying the scenery, my sons
and I also deer and pheasant hunt on the farm. Over the past few years we
have also seen bald eagles flying around and nesting on and or near our
farm. Having transmission lines may not have a large impact on this, but it
certainly takes away from the setting of being in the middle of nature doing
something you enjoy and then seeing this man made transmission line 1n it.

These are my concerns of the proposed transmission lines on my farm and
the adjacent farms in Olmsted County of Farmington Township Section 9.
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~ Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Page 1 of 1

From: Duane Tiede [dctiede@ameritech.net]
Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2010 12:59 PM
To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Subject: Comments on CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kV Transmission Line Project
Attachments: Attachment 1 May 2010.jpg; Attachment 2 May 2010.jpg

Dear Mr. Langan,

These comments are relative to PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448

The farm I own is located southwest of Zumbrota, MN along the line of the proposed routing of the new 345 kV transmission
line. Last year's proposed routing had this line running directly adjacent to my house and farmyard. I submitted comments
and requests for change and appreciate that those comments were heard and the proposed routing adjusted to at least move
the line to my south property line and a little further away from the house. The farm's address is 46998 170th Ave.,
Zumbrota, MN.

I would like to offer the following additional comments:

(8]

This 1.5 mile length of the proposed transmission line does not have any alternative identified as both the preferred
and alternate routes follow this same path. To the best of my review, this is the only segment of the entire project that
does not have an alternative route different from the preferred route. I thought that it was a requirement in the
Minnesota State law permitting process that all routes have an alternative route identified. My suggestion for this
alternative is shown in the attached file, Attachment 1, which is the route along Highway 52 near Zumbrota. The
proposed route now follows Highway 52 almost to Zumbrota, but then deviates through rural, agricultural land that
will impact agriculture and wildlife much more than following the existing highway right of way through Zumbrota.

If Alternate 1 routing is not selected, [ would ask for a modification to the proposed preferred and alternate routes on
the south edge of my farm as shown in Attachment 2. Alternate 2 is simply to run the line along the south property
border straight east to where the preferred line turns south. This would have less impact on agricultural practices on
my farm and reduce the length of transmission line required. ) S

Again, if Alternate 1 routing is not selected, please consider Alternate 3 which extends the power line straight west
from my south property line over to County Rd 43. This will move the line south from the new house just west of
170th Ave. and make a straight line along my entire south property line.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

[ can be reached via email at detiede@ameritech.net or phone at (630)640-8212

Regards,

Duane Tiede

5/20/2010
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Langan, Matthew (COMM)

From: apache@web.Imic.state.mn.us

Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 9:15 PM
To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)
Subject: Trelstad Mon May 17 21:14:57 2010 E002/TL-09-1448

This public comment has been sent via the form at:
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.
Project Name: Hampton to Rochester to La Crosse 345kV and 161kV Transmission Line
Docket number: E002/TL-09-1448

User Name: John Trelstad

County: Goodhue County

City: Zumbrota

Email: jtrelstadfhcinet.net

Phone:

Impact: I currently own property that is considerly close to the proposed alternate
route. When I first heard about this project I figuared that it would stay on the proposed
route. Then I heard of the possible use of the alternate route was cheaper. I am quite
concerned. My property has been in my family for over 35 years. If I would have known
about this sooner, I would not have bought this from my parents. So I have a few gquestions
that hopefully you can answer them. Because, we all know that a house and acreage, I
always thought was a investment. I hope that my thought process was not wrong. 1. What
affect will the power line have on property value? 2. What are the effects of long term
exposure? 3. What is the impact on our large amount of wildlife. Deer, pheasants and
turkeys. 4. What impact would this be to the farmers on the cropland, that this would
take? 5. Will this affect communacations,satellite, phones,etc? 6. Why wouldnt you build
near other lines (power)? I know that we need this, but I also feel that some
homeowners, more than likely have the same fears as me.

Mitigation: 1In response to guestion 1. I absolutely feel that this will drop value in my
property. I dont know how it wouldnt. No one wants to look at a power line or hear it at
~night-when yourare outside. —In response to question 2. I and my wifeare expecting our
1st child, I am really concerned about long term exposure. This is a major concern. I have
not heard anything on this! In response to qguestion 3. In the last 10 years the
population of turkeys has really grown. Also deer and pheasant. It is always a pleasure to
see them. I a have a feeling that this powerline will make them go elsewere. In response
to question 4. More than likely drive down price for the land. In response to guestion
5. Communacations are very important, news per satellite, telephone, cellular phones. In
response to question 6. I feel that having power lines near others, wouldnt have as much
an impact on humans,animals, and market value of properties. During this ongoing
recession, the taxpayer really cant take much more blows to our pocketbooks. In the end it
all comes down to, would you want this in you front yard.

Submission date: Mon May 17 21:14:57 2010

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for future analysis.

T PO P P AR
For guestions about

Andrew Koebrick
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CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line
Project
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To: The Minnesota Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security and anyone whom it may
concern

Subject: Public comment/feedback on issues of concern and alternative route suggestions for the Xcel
Energy proposed Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse 345 kV Transmission Line Project to be considered
and addressed in the environmental impact statement (EIS).

My wife and I, along with our three young children (ages 6 years old and younger), reside on five acres
located at 9525 40th Ave NE, Elgin, MN 55932 in Farmington Township of Olmsted County.

My concerns with this route are many including but not limited to:

Threats to the health of individuals residing or frequenting land near these proposed high power
lines (I am especially concerned about the health threats to my young children and family)
Negative impacts on land and property values; lack of adequate research on health risks
associated with residing near high voltage lines (specifically existing research does not
necessarily examine the same high voltages—345 and 161 kV—proposed presently and there
also is not adequate long term research; in other words research review does not show “apples
to apples” but rather “apples to oranges” comparisons and does not fully examine potential long
term impacts due to lack of current research for this)

Negative impacts on livestock and farmland in the area which many rely on for income and
retirement

Special consideration needs to be taken regarding the impact on dairy versus non-dairy farm
land being impacted by these power lines as dairy farmers need to access their land
significantly more times each year compared to non-dairy farmers. Thus these power lines
should be routed to avoid dairy farms which are frequented multiple (20+) times per year as the
lines would not only be inconvenient to work around but also dairy farmers would be at
significantly increased risk of greater exposure to these lines when considering potential
negative health risks. Non-dairy farms on the other hand are only typically accessed 3 times
per year.

The unsightly appearance of these towering power lines surrounding our homes and country
landscape

Threats to wildlife and the natural landscape

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE ROUTE SUGGESTIONS:

First of all, I would encourage the most northern proposals for the 345 kV line be
considered and pushed over the more southern route.

I strongly oppose any routes (345, 161 or other voltages) in or near Section 16 or along/around
40th Avenue NE between Highway 247 and Co Rd 21 in Farmington Township, Olmsted
County.

As alternative suggestions for proposed 161 lines in Farmington Township (if these become
necessary), I would like to suggest consideration to run the line to County Road 11 (B160 on
the map) and then go south on County Road 11.

A second suggestion for placement of proposed 161 lines in Farmington Township, Olmsted
County (again if necessary at all) would be to run the power line down B159 on the map.

With the above proposed alternative 161 route suggestions, no dairy farms would be affected
and a relatively low number of overall residences and farms would be affected, including none
known to have small children.




Thank you for your time in reviewing these concerns. Thank you also for considering the alternative
route suggestions listed above.

Sincerely,

Mitch Walch

9525 40™ Ave NE

Elgin, MN 55932

507-288-3310

Farmington Township, Olmsted County
mitchwalch@hotmail.com




To: The Minnesota Department of Cbmmerce Office of Ehergy Security and any'one’
whom it may concern

Subject: Feedback on issues of concern and alternative route suggestions for the Xcel
Energy proposed Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse 345 kV Transmission Line Project to
be considered and addressed in the environmental impact statement (EIS).

On May 4, 2010 | attended the EIS scoping meeting at the Plainview Legion in
Plainview, MN regarding the proposed Xcel Energy Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse 345
kV CapX2020 transmission line project. | appreciated the opportunity to attend this
meeting and be involved and informed further in this process which | have been active
in following for some time now. Our property address in 9525 40th Avenue NE, Elgin,
MN 55932 in Farmington Township located in Olmsted County (near Sec 16). We live
just down the road (less than one mile) from my family's home dairy farm (Eldon Malwitz
Residence 10852 40th Ave NE, Elgin, MN 55932 and Wilbur Malwitz Residence 10848
40" Ave NE, Elgin, MN 55932, Farmington Township, Olmsted County) where we
spend much time as a family and our children visit daily including before/after school
and one full day each week for child care while my husband and | are working. | have
several concerns about any of the proposed power lines running within close proximity
to our home or my family farm. | oppose any power lines (345 kV or 161 lines) running
within 2 miles of either of these properties (addresses mentioned above) for several
reasons as outlined below.

1. CONCERN FOR HEALTH RISKS TO HUMANS LIVING NEAR (defined as within a 2
mile radius) OF THE PROPOSED HIGH VOLTAGE POWER LINES:

The first and strongest reason | oppose any of the proposed power lines running
anywhere near the above mentioned properties is regarding health concerns.
Specifically, we have three children ages 6 years old and younger who | do not want
exposed in any nearby proximity to these lines given the fact that there have been
documented correlations between serious negative health outcomes and individuals
(especially young children) living near high voltage power lines. | work in the healthcare
field with a research background and specialize in treatment of patients with neurologic
conditions. _1 have reviewed research personally and have met with top professionals
and specialists in pediatrics, oncology, neurology and general medicine practices all of
whom have strongly advised me both personally and professionally against living (and
especially raising young children) within a 2 mile radius of the proposed 345 or 161
voltage power lines. At scoping meetings and information obtained from the CapX
project | am told that "there are no proven health risks with living near these lines" and
human health concerns seem to be downplayed when brought up. What they fail

to point out to the public and what has been grossly overlooked is the fact that there
ARE positive correlations with negative health outcomes and living near high voltage
power lines. Again, children have even more positive correlations with experiencing
negative health outcomes (including types of cancer) associated with living near high
voltage power lines. Additionally, | find that the information, research and reports that
CapX bases their statements regarding health risks and these power lines on are not of
fair comparison research by any means. The fact is that there is actually very little




overall research available on power lines of the proposed voltages, and where there is
research studying health and power line threats there is not substantial longitudinal
research (due to the relatively new nature of these structures) to fairly and accurately
make statements on long term health risks associated with close proximity exposure to
these lines. In other words, research that exists on the health risks of living near high
voltage power lines typically examines lower voltage lines that those proposed by this
project, and long term impacts are not fully studied such as what are the health risks 10,
20, 30, 40+ years after being exposed. In summary, | think that the HEALTH RISKS TO
HUMANS LIVING NEAR (defined as within a 2 mile radius) OF THE PROPOSED HIGH
VOLTAGE POWER LINES NEEDS TO BE FULLY ADDRESSED AS A MAJOR
CONCERN OF THIS PROJECT AND THE THREAT OR POTENTIAL THREAT IT HAS
ON HUMAN HEALTH AND LIFE, ESPECIALLY IN CHILDREN. | urge the EIS to fully
consider this concern as a priority, as well as the lack of fair comparison and
longitudinal research on the topic. Persons affected by these lines do not want to be
"guinea pigs" due to lack of choice in the matter and certainly we do not want our
children put at risk unfairly. Due to potential health risks, as well as other concerns, it
would make most sense to run lines where they have the least potential for impact on
running near (within 2 mile radius) homesteads or highly frequented/worked areas such
as daily farms versus regular crop farms.

2. CONSIDERATION FOR THE TYPE OF FARM LAND BEING IMPACTED AND HOW
THAT FARM LAND IS USED, SPECIFICALLY HOW FREQUENTY LAND IS
ACCESSED AND RISK FOR EXPOSURE FOR DAIRY FARMERS VERSUS NON-
DAIRY FARMERS.

Briefly, although we do not dairy farm my parents (within one mile of us) do own and
operate a family dairy farm where we (including our children) spend a significant amount
of time. My husband assists with farm work and my children enjoy "helping” on the farm
as well and may one day even take it over as it continues to get passed down to the
next generation. Dairy farmers are required to access and work their land significantly
more times per year as compared to non-dairy farmers; dairy farmers typically access
‘their land 20+ times per year (i.e. plant hay, spray, fertilize, cut the hay, rake the hay,
bale the hay each time of harvest) versus non-dairy farmers who typically need to
access their fields only 3 times per year. | urge the EIS to study and make
recommendations that power lines especially be required to avoid interrupting dairy
farms as these farmers would be at significantly increased exposure and burden to the
lines versus non dairy farmers.

3. DECREASE IN PROPERTY VALUE and AESTHETIC QUALITY OF
LAND/PROPERTY and THREAT TO WILDLIFE:

We have worked hard to purchase and make our home in the beautiful rural Rochester,
MN country setting where we are located conveniently just a mile from the family farm
my grandparents farmed 50+ years ago, which my father is currently farming and
planning to pass down to his son (my brother) and future generations. The unsightly
view of high voltage power lines on/near our properties is heart breaking and would
obviously negatively impact land and property value for that which we have worked hard
for and taken pride in, that being our homes and family farm. Our home in particular is




a former one room country school house which has much historical significance and
value; to have unsightly power lines running in close proximity would be wrong. It would
likewise disturb the beauty and habitat of the surrounding landscape, nature and wildlife
which all needs to also be considered.

PROPOSED ROUTE SUGGESTIONS:

First of all, | would encourage the most northern proposals for the 345 kV
line be considered and pushed over the more southern route.

| strongly oppose any routes (345, 161 or other voltages) in or near Section 16 or
along/around 40th Avenue NE between Highway 247 and Co Rd 21 in
Farmington Township, Olmsted County.

As alternative suggestions for proposed 161 lines in Farmington Township (if
these become necessary), | would like to suggest consideration to run the line to
County Road 11 (B160 on the map) and then go south on County Road 11.

A second suggestion for placement of proposed 161 lines in Farmington
Township, Olmsted County (again if necessary at all) would be to run the power
line down B159 on the map.

With the above proposed alternative 161 route suggestions, no dairy farms would
be affected and a relatively low number of overall residences and farms would be
affected, including none known to have small children.

Thank you for your time in considering and investigating the above mentioned concern
areas, as well as for considering the route suggestions outlined above.

Respectfully,

Sara Walch

9525 40th Avenue NE
Elgin, MN 55932

507-288-3310
walch.sara@mayo.edu




James E. & Patricia A. Walter
Pine Bend Farm

312 County 11 Blvd. NW
Pine Island, MN 55963
(507)356-4573
jim.pinebed@gmail.com

Matthew Langan

Minnesota Dept. of Commerce
85 7% Place East

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Matthew:

We are farmers who own land on both the east and west sides of Highway 52 on the north edge of Pine
Island, MN. On the east side we have a 150 A. field that has been identified for commercial
development in the city's comprehensive plan.

On the enclosed Map A we have circled our field, and you will see that it will be impacted twice if the
CapX2020 project follows your Preferred routes. Besides affecting us in a personal way, we are very
concerned about the affect it will have on future growth/development of Pine Island to the north.

The enclosed Map B also shows our 150 A field. It is outlined in black. Although this map was copied
from the city's comprehensive plan to show how development is projected to take place, it also shows,
marked in pink, the proposed route for County #11 when MNDoT completes the north interchange for
the city of Pine Island. This road will also intersect our 150 A. field!

So, we have the same field with a road going from north to south through it, and two power lines going
from east to west through it! How can growth/development take place? Please reconsider your CapX
routes and move them farther to the north!

incerely,

> D) sl
a/é’%a,%

Jim & Pat Walter
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~Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Page 1 of 1

From: Shw5@aol.com

Sent:  Wednesday, May 19, 2010 10:32 PM
To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Subject: (no subject)

Matthew.

| wanted to express my opinion on the preferred 161KV line that runs down highway 52 then turns south down
Olmsted Co. 31 to 117th St. and heads west following the roads to Rochester. | live at 11637 Co. Rd. 31 NW
(Newhaven township section 11. It looks as if | will mow with-in 100 feet of the pole. If | or my wife get a
pacemaker, as | am already over 60 will It be safe to be this close? When we searched for this lot 30 years ago
it had to have access to the road to be a useable lot. This following country roads where lots of us have built
seems to be a great way to muck up our lifetime dreams. Running close to all these personal homes where we
spend 80% of our lives seems to me should be avoided at all costs. The unknown detrimental health effects
that can be magnified by so much time near this 161KV line is not acceptable.

What is wrong with the Douglas trail, the old railroad line that runs to Rochester. | would rather ride or walk an
hour or two a week by it than live by it! This must already have a right of way for a great cost savings.

What is wrong with highway 52 that runs to Rochester. | would rather drive by it on the way to work than live
by it!

| would rather have the line follow the proposed high speed rail right of way to Rochester to group two needed
of right of ways in one, for a huge cost savings. Also less peoples lives would be affected.

Also the line running a line on a back property line or fence where it is close to crops growing or livestock
are grazing as an argument by agriculture interests not to have it there is ridiculous! Peoples homes and
primary residences where we live with our kids are more important than corn, livestock, or farming
inconvenience. The line doesn't belong on the so called preferred route on Olmsted Co. 31 by our homes. YOU
will make us want to move if we can even sell our house next to this 161KV line.

This line would be an assault on my freedom and pursuit of happiness. Keep it away from our homes.

Stephen and Debbie Walters rural Oronoco

5/20/2010




Langan, Matthew (COMM)

From: Janet/Rob Weber [jrweber@sprynet.com]

Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2010 9:42 AM

To: Langan, Matthew (COMM)

Subject: Comments for: CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line Project (Rob and
Janet Weber)

Attachments: capxFigure1.jpg; capxFigure2.JPG; capxFigure3.JPG; capxFigure4.JPG

capxFigurel.jpg  capxFigure2.JPG  capxFigure3.JPG  capxFigure4.JPG
(106 KB) (107 KB) (118 KB) (106 KB)
Hi Matt,

We attended one of the informational meetings in Pine Island and would like to thank you
for your time. It was very helpful.

We own property along the preferred 345 kV route, north of Zumbrota, where the proposed
transmission line would turn south by highway 7. We have a couple of concerns if the
preferred route is chosen. The first concern is with the health risks associated with
living near a high voltage power line. The second concern is the possibility of losing
any of our trees, or their branches, as part of a right-of-way. We would want to keep all
of these to block the view of the transmission line.

I have attached maps to point out our land and some ideas we would like you to consider if
the preferred route is chosen. Each of the maps shows a portion of map #14 from the
capx2020 site (http://www.capx2020.com/routemaps/HRL_maps«01—19—20lO/CapX_HRL_Ol—l9—2010
_Sheetmap 14.pdf).

Figure 1 shows our property marked with a yellow border.. We would like to keep the 500
foot line from crossing the open, mowed part of our property where our lawn and buildings
are. Ideally, this line would come no closer than the trees in front of our house (toward
the highway). Also, we would not want a right-of-way on our land to ensure our trees
remain untouched.

Figure 2 shows an option with the route continuing further along highway 52 and crossing
the highway along the next open field. WNote: Another goal with this option is to keep
the route as far across the highway as possible. This option would alleviate our '
concerns.

Figure 3 shows two possible spots where the route might cross the highway before reaching
our property; however, I am not familiar enough with the property in this area to suggest
the best way for these alternatives to hook up with the rest of the route. Either of
these options would alleviate our concerns as well, assuming the completed routes stayed
further from our property.

Figure 4 shows slight modifications to the proposed route. The goals here would be, once
again, to keep the route as far across the highway as possible and to make the turn when
transmission line is across, or past, corner ‘B’ of property instead of when it is across
corner ‘A’ of our property. This option would help with our concerns, although the
previous options would be preferable.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Rob and Janet Weber
15788 Sherwood Trail
Zumbrota, MN 55992

jrweber@sprynet.com
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Office of Energy Security

Public Comment Sheet

CapX Hampton — Rochester — La Crosse Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448
Name: Allen and Jennifer Whipple Representing:  Allen and Jennifer Whipple

Address: 12005 Highway 63 North Email: whip@rconnect.com
Rochester, MN 55906

Comments:

The enclosed photos show our home and part of the 19 acres we own. These photos were
taken in 1999. The line of trees on the south side of the house is now about 15 feet high. The
centerline is approximately 140 feet from our house, thus a right of way of 75 feet from center
would leave us with 65 feet from the house. Were the preferred line selected for the 345 kV

power line, we would lose this row of trees as well as our yard.

The most appropriate solution would be to move the centerline of the transmission line to a
position equal distance between our place and the place across the highway (see diagram).
Part of this slight modification to the west of the highway is an existing right of way owned by
the Williams Pipeline. This would provide both our place and the place across the highway

with a distance of greater than 200 feet from the transmission line.
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PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET

CapX Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse Transmission Line
Project

PUC Docket Number: E002/TL-09-1448

Name: Representing:
Address: Email:
Comments:

Please submit comments by 4:30pm, May 20, 2010 to:

Matthew Langan Email: matthew.langan(@state.mn.us
Minnesota Dept. of Commerce Phone: 651-296-2096

85 7" Place East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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Please submit comments by 4:30pm, May 20, 2010 to:

Matthew Langan Email: matthew.langan(@state.mn.us
Minnesota Dept. of Commerce Phone: 651-296-2096

85 7" Place East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500 :

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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Please submit comments by 4:30pm, May 20, 2010 to:

Matthew Langan Email: matthew.langan(@state.mn.us
Minnesota Dept. of Commerce Phone: 651-296-2096

85 7" Place East Fax: 651-297-7891

Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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May 14, 2010

Matthew Langan

State Permit Manager

Minnasota Office of Energy Security
85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, Minnesota, 55101-2158

Dear Mr. Langan:

Enclosed is a petition signed in the neighborhood along the line of the alternative route. These
neighbors are concerned about the impact of the living near the 345kV route and the impact on Mr.
Kettner's pacemaker. Lois is concerned about the impact on her oxygen tank. | turned other petitions
from this area at the Pine Island meeting on May 5. As | testified, other neighbors are concerned about
the impact on GPS units used for farming, electric fences and the current that will be carried by metal
sheds.

| thought vou did a very nice job facilitating the session. You listened and also managed the questions in
a professional, but caring manner,

Thanks,

Therese Zink




We the undersigned live along the alternative 345 kV route for the CAPX2020 project, south of Hwy 60 (between
Zumbrota and Pine Island). We oppose CAPx2020. Both the preferred and alternative routes in this section impact
homes, farmland, woods and animal habitat. Should Capx2020 move forward we encourage you to consider a route along
Highway 52 and in-line with the already existing power lines.

Should the current preferred or alternative routes move forward we are concermned about the impact of on the health of
humans and animals, the impact on lifestyle, property values, and the function of electric fences, cell phones, and
computers.

NAME ADDRESS ZIP CODE PHONE EMAIL SIGNATURE DATE
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