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Fargo to St. Cloud 345kV Transmission Line Proj¢ct
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056 | .

Mr. David Birkholz

Energy Facility Permitting

Minnesota Department of Commererce
85 7™ Place East, Suite 500

St Paul, MN 55101

The Purpose of my comments is to identify potential alternatives to and impacts
of the proposed project that should be fully addressed in the Environmental Report being
prepared by the Department of Commerce. So please consider all that is mentioned
below.

It makes no sense that the CapX2020 utilities didn’t consider an 1-94 route from
Freeport to St. Cloud. The DEIS has to include this as an alternative and provide detailed
information on this potential route. In order not to create a straw man out of the I-94
route, the DEIS should consider slight deviations from the I-94 corridor and short
stretches of underground power line in order to address particularly sensitive areas while
keeping on the Interstate corridor as much as possible.

I support the recommendation of Stearns County in their letter of November 4,
2009 that the preferred route be located as close to the current I-94 freeway corridor as
possible in order to affect as few homes and businesses as possible. The DEIS must
consider this alternative in the area from Freeport to St. Cloud. What the utilities
proposed is incomplete and doesn’t fit state law.

Potential environmental impacts must be carefully analyzed in the Environmental
Report. In order to reach a reasoned decision on weather to allow large industrial energy
faculties to dominate the landscape across our land, we must first analyze what the
environmental consequences might be and weather the trade off is justified.

e Aesthetic impacts

¢ Destruction of large blocks of forested areas

e Threats to endangered species, flora, fauna

¢ Impacts on cultural, historic and archeological resources
o Wildlife refuges and production areas

e Recreation areas

e Electromagnetic fields

e Farming interruptions

e Industrialization of rural landscapes

e Interference with radio, GPS, cell phone and TV signals






e Forest fragmentation

e Habitat protection areas

e Migratory bird flyaways and food resources

e Large wet land complexes, fens

e Challenge to get heavy equipment into vast wetland complexes

e Access roads are inadequate to support major equipment without significant
upgrades

¢ Spontaneous abortion

e Children and the health effects of electromagnetic fields

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
‘ PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

el - o ]
Name: J (¥ })%?ﬁ* Z&ﬂﬁﬁ {MTM 2s
nddress: [ 20 CHERLS Foroi™ K@ 5 Lu
ciy: P XA O (A suate: AL /020 Sy 3OE

Please share your comments on the potential impacts, mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
considered in the scoping document and environmental impact statement to be prepared for the proposed
Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Project Manager at david.bitkholz@state.mn.us with
TL-09-1956 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.789]1, Comments must be
received po later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 11, 2009.
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J. V. Schmidt Inc.

COMMERCIAL — RESIDENTIAL
HEATING O AIR CONDITIONING 0 REFRIGERATION

BURNERS & BOILERS

OFFICE: (612) 763-5700
ALEXANDRIA, MINNESOTA

JEFF SCHMIDT, Owner

e Auto
e Home

e Life
e Farm

MYRON LARSON INSURANCE

e Health

e Commercial
415 Broadway, Alexandria, MIN 56308
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PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: Glea 6 (qp ha éﬁe_
! )
Address: 2 79 m‘(’adfcpw [aré Lane
City: Y1l-¢ ( rOS € State: VIN 7P $635 2

Please share your comments on the potential impacts, mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
considered in the scoping document and environmental impact statement to be prepared for the proposed
Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Project Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us with
TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 11, 2009.
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: MA f’/( /'\// 5 &(
Address: 75 BB Q'l’,)/ M /7 S.<.
City: ,4 /@m(,u@/d/o\ State: fLr! ZIP: 56 3aY

Please share your comments on the potential impacts, mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
considered in the scoping document and environmental impact statement to be prepared for the proposed
Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Project Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us with
TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 11, 2009. :
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October 4, 2009

Scott & Jennifer Hylla
12385 County Road 5
Holdingford, MN 56340
(320)363-8138

Mr. David Birkholz

OES Permitting Staft Manager

Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security
85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101

Dear, Mr. Birkholz,

I’m contacting you to voice my vehement opposition to the CAPX2020 project, which
we’ve just learned this weekend is proposed to run directly through our property in
Brockway Township in Central Minnesota. While I realize the CAPX2020 program has
been a hot topic of discussion for several years now, previous mailings and postings have
lacked the specificity of the most recent mailings.

The “Preferred Route” proposal that traverses Albany, Avon, Brockway and St. Wendel
Township’s in Stearns County defies all logic as it leaves the I-94 corrider, with its
existing infrastructure and easements, in Freeport and winds through rolling farmland
(including mine). Interestingly enough, the city of Avon and The St. John’s Abbey and
University appear to be spared in this proposal, despite the fact the route continuing along
[-94 toward St, Cloud makes the most sense! It’s no secret the Avon Hills Initiative and
St. John’s Abbey have been lobbying their interests in the CAPX2020 project for a
number of years and their efforts, and clout have apparently succeeded!

Furthermore, the debate continues on the actual need for CAPX2020 and the possible
over-inflated projections for energy demands in the coming years. In addition, the recent
economic downturn has revealed a lessening demand for energy.

Our farm has been in my family for over 100 years, we purchased it 5 years ago as a
means to maintain the family legacy, which I hope to possibly hand-down to my children.
My grandfather homesteaded the property and aptly named it “MeadowView Farm”,
which will be renamed to “PowerLineView Farm” if CAPX2020 succeeds. Our farm is a
pristine environment, with superb natural views, woodlands and wetlands and we want to
preserve the integrity of its natural character. The CAPX2020 project will severely
hamper my family and neighbor’s quality of life, lead to further decreased home and
property values and serve as a potential threat our health with 375KV of power surging
through our Jand.






We respectfully ask for your support and consideration in the location of the proposed
CAPX2020 route, as well as its alternative routes. Please also consider whether all
Minnesotan’s will benefit from CAPX2020.

Thank You. Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or
concerns.

Scott & Jennifer
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David Birkholz, Project manager
Minnesota Office of Energy Securit
85 7% Place East, Suite 500
St Paul, MN 55101-2198

February 5, 2010

Dear Mr Birkholz,

The proposed 345 kVtransmission line through central Minnesota will cut my farm
in half. The proposed route goes right down the middle of my farm land. The
power line will come within 150 feet of my house. It will be smack on top of our
artisan spring that has flowed into the Sauk River and on into the Mississippi for
hundreds of years winter and summer. This farm has been in our family since
1976. My parents moved here to provide a special quality of life for their

children. My wife and I are following their plan.

I am sure you are aware of the many problems this power line will cause. Health
problems, environmental problems, land value problems and aesthetic problems.
We can debate the health issue, the environmental issue and the valuation issue.
These things are important and I am sure they will be debated in regard to this line
specifically in the media, in the courtroom and face to face during meetings and
protests. However, I will not debate them here. What I will supply are facts.

1. The power line is ugly. I will have to look at the power line every
day. In exchange for a meager one-time payment. I will have to get
up every day, gaze across my fields every day, watch my children
play near the power line every day, and cut hay and plow my fields
every day in the shadow of that power line.

2. My farm is my business. It is my income and my potential retirement.
At this time, the new Kennedy School which is the state of art in
“green” construction, is a mile from my farm. The value of my land
is greater for development, but not with a power line across it.

3. Xcel will argue that the power line will not affect my health. Sadly it
already has; even before it is built. Regardless of stray power and
electromagnetic fields, just looking at that power line will make me
sick. Seeing how it cuts my farm in half will make me sick. Looking
at the destruction of an artisan spring that my animals and I have
drunk from for decades will make me sick. I have no doubt that stress
will take years from my life. Already I cannot sleep simply because it
is being proposed. Imagine what it will do to me after it is built?






4. Political fallout will be extremely negative for Xcel energy, the state
of Minnesota, our governor, and pretty much any elected official who
refused to step in to demand the line go underground along 1-94. The
last few years have been an era of “too big to fail”, and everyday
people like me were deemed the opposite, “too small to matter.”
With the election of Mr Scott Brown for the new senator from
Massachusetts I believe the tide has turned. Voters are looking for
people to stand up for the little guy. It does not matter if a candidate
is Republican or Democrat. Any political candidate supporting big
business, at the expense of the little guy, is going to get run out of
town.

Mr Birkholz, one thing solves all these problems. Put the power line underground
along 1-94. This solves problems about which there is little disagreement.

Xcel has only one objection to this going underground along 1-94. Their
agreement goes something like this; “It costs too much.”
1. This is the same company that paid 3 million dollars to name a
stadium after itself.
2. This is a company that paid its CEO $3.67 Million dollars for one
year of work in 2006.
3. This is a company that paid its shareholder $455 Million in dividends
in ONE YEAR!
3.  This is a company complaining that doing the right thing is too
expensive. Basically what that means is I am the cheapest alternative.
Destroying my farm is the easy economical solution. According to
Xcel, my land, my health, my children, my family farm and the
environment are not worth saving. Sure they can name a stadium and
pay shareholders hundreds of millions of dollars. But me?? I am not
worth the energy (literally it seems); not worth the expense.

Xcel would choose to save all these things. Why won’t they? As Mr Darrin Lahr,
project manager for Xcel Energy and CapX2020, has stated the additional cost to
save those things is “seven to 10 fold.” That is his only objection. Doing the right
thing is too much bother and expense.

Mr Birkholz, we all know, for Xcel this comes down to money. Xcel will do the
cheapest thing they can get away with, so they can maximize their return. So they
can pay their CEO and share holders more. They do not care about me or any






farmers. They do not care about farms, health, the environment or my stress.
They do not care how the power line will look. They only care when something
cost them money. We need your help Mr Birkholz. Please make sure Xcel does
not take the easy, cheap answer. Xcel needs to do the right thing. The power line
needs to go underground along 1-94. It is the right thing.

I was caught completely unaware of this alternative route plan. My neighbor
informed me about the meeting 6 days before it happened. Please notify me of all
meetings or opportunities to comment on this power line. Thank you.

I never expected to be writing a letter like this. I am scared, feeling badly and
definitely afraid of the possible outcome. I feel powerless. Thank you for reading
this letter. I would appreciate a written, non-form letter response. Thank you.
Sincerely,

UL

Matthew A. Thralow
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PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Projg¢ct
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: Diavid v leimbagy, L Sals b

Address: Koz g wn feh Dr. SE
City: [l <o, nelisa State: #47 ZIP: ¢ 74

Please share your comments on the potential impacts, mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
considered in the scoping document and environmental impact statement to be prepared for the proposed
Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Project Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us with
TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 11, 2009.
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Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: ﬂ/{/ﬂ(—/ //{/’ﬁbc/g
Address: 9/// G P _;f;é 55 ﬁ 4 l/f’f’
City: SApi. 2E /‘~=’I’/~’/é State: AN ZIP: fé 3757

Please share your comments on the potential impacts, mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
considered in the scoping document and environmental impact statement to be prepared for the proposed
: Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Project Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us with
TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, February 11,2009,
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David Birkholz, Project Manager
Minnesota Office of Energy Security
Energy Facility Permitting

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198
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