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HVTL Route Permit Full Review Process

FACTSHEET

Statutes and Rules

The Power Plant Siting Act (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 216E) gives the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (PUC) the authority to issue route permits for high voltage
transmission lines (HVTL). An HVTL is defined as a conductor of electric energy
designed for and capable of operating at a nominal voltage of 100 kilovolts or more. The
rules for issuing such permits are contained within Minnesota Rules Chapter 7849.5010-
7849.5340.

Permitting Process

The Full Review Process requires an applicant to identify a preferred route and an
alternative route in the application. The Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of
Energy Security (OES) must prepare an Environmental Impact Statement, and a
contested case hearing presided over by an administrative law judge must be held before
the PUC can make a permitting decision on the matter. The PUC has one year from the
time the application is accepted to reach a final decision on the permit.

Public Participation

The PUC maintains a list of persons who have asked to be notified about all pending
HVTL projects for which a permit is being sought. People can request to have their
names added to this general list or a to project specific list by registering on the PUC
Web site:

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/

Upon submission of a permit application, the applicant must mail written notice to:

e Those persons on the PUC general notification list
e Local government officials
e Property owners on or near the proposed routes.



Additionally, notice must be published in a legal newspaper of general circulation in the
area of the proposed site(s) or route(s).

Public Meeting. Shortly after receipt of a permit application, the OES will schedule a
public information and environmental review scoping meeting. A public information
meeting is an informal meeting that gives the public a chance to learn about a proposed
project, ask questions and talk directly to the applicant and OES staff. OES must provide
at least ten days notice of the public meeting.

A major purpose of the public meeting, in addition to informing the public of the project,
is to solicit public input into the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement that will
be prepared. The Director of OES then determines what environmental impacts and what
alternatives will be examined when environmental review is conducted. Minnesota Rule
7849.5300 describes the EIS scoping and preparation process.

Public Hearing. A public hearing is required on all permitting decisions by the PUC for
new large energy projects subject to the Power Plant Siting Act. The public hearing is a
process during which an administrative record is created for the PUC’s consideration in
making a final decision on the permit. With larger projects that are subject to the Full
Review Process, the public hearing is a contested case hearing under the procedures of
the Office of Administrative Hearings (Minnesota Rules Chapter 1405).

How to Get Involved
Individuals can get involved in the permit review process for a proposed HVTL by:

Contacting the project proposer or OES staff

Requesting to be added to the PUC general or project-specific contact list
Attending public meetings

Obtaining and reviewing the route permit application

Submitting comments and questions orally or in writing

Obtaining and reviewing the EIS document

Testifying at the public hearing.

For More Information

For more information about the route permitting process or a specific project, please
visit the PUC web site or contact the Office of Energy Security staff at:

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Office of Energy Security / Energy Facility Permitting
85 7th Place East, Suite 500
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

PH 651.296.4026 or 800.657.3794 / FAX 651.297.7891 / TTY 651.297.3067
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