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Fargo o St Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Proj
PLIC Docket Neo. E002, ET2/TL-19-1056

Name: _C:“Jni-nr ;a\/.u_-,-[— .
Address: /O EC AL f—é(u-c,{c_-é’ ‘B‘e_ - .
City: _'_j——k'\/ﬂ#\.{ Stale: W 7 X ©

Blease share your comments on the Dmaft Hnvironmental Impact Statement {Pf;l.“i}, ':[u:luding any further
information 10 be uddresscd in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St Cloud 345 Kilovol High Voltage

Trimsmission Line Project.

Turn this furm in today or mail 1o the address provided on the back {vse :nddilim_m] sheels as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david birkholz @statc.mo.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Fuxed comments cun be sent 1o 651 297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.n., Monday. October 18, 2010,

The city of Avon, MN and route D is an alternate route for the Fargo to 5t. Cloud 345 KV Transmission
Line Project. | would like to make a comment that the preferred route that has already been
identified {north of Avon) is a much better alternative for economic, environmental, and emotional
reasons.

The city of Avon is a tight cluster of homes and small businesses sandwiched between Upper and Middle
Spunk Lake and split by 1-94 Freeway. This passageway is extremely narrow and the right of ways
required for the transmission line makes route D a very expensive alternative given the-homes and
businesses that would need to be displaced. Looking at going underground, from my understanding is
extremely costly that the consumers of the power will ultimately be paying. :

Environmentally, Route D through Avon would be impacting some of Minnesota's greatest natural
resource . . . our lakes.

Recognizing that the power requirements are and will be needed in the future and that nobody wants
the transmission lines going through or near their homes or businesses, the amount of disruption and
displacement that would take place on route D through this concentrated area of residents and
businesses of Avon seems extremely excessive considering there are other “ real” alternatives. The
emotional impact of the homeowners and business owners would be far greater than the preferred
route north of Avon where there is more space, less disruption, less environmental impact, and clearly
the preferred route.
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Julie Jarnot, Secretary
Stratford Association
1020 Hamlet Dr N
Avon, MN 56310

October 12, 2010

David Birkholz, Project Manager p] ‘
Minnesota Office of Energy Security € .

Energy Facility Permitting T L - Ocr" |DE)_CQ

85 7" Place East, Suite 500
St. Paul MN 55101-2198

Dear David:

The Stratford neighborhood is just along the 1-94 Freeway in Avon, MN. This neighborhood is in
the pathway of Route D on the Fargo to St. Cloud transmission line project map (TL-09-1056). The
residents of the Association want to express our thoughts as to why this route should not be
considered for the project. First, this area has two lakes just along each side with a connecting
stream underneath the freeway. In Middle Spunk Lake, right in our neighborhood and along the
freeway, there are nesting loons, ducks and geese each year. Many wild fowl spend time here as
they migrate each spring and fall. We fear the power lines might disrupt this delicate eco-system
and permanently damage this natural resource.

Next, there over ninety homes in this neighborhood, fightly nestled between the freeway and lake.
Having these lines, whether overhead or underground, would perhaps result in the condemnation
of a number of residences and destroy the atmosphere and living conditions of the entire
neighborhood, upsetting hundreds of lives and causing severe damage fo this circle drive that
forms the pathway in and out of the neighborhood. There is a park in the center of the
neighborhood that provides recreation to individuals, including the local youth baseball and other
sports programs. There is also a beach area that provides for recreation throughout the summer.
We also have a private boat landing is this homeowner's association. This is a close community
and losing neighbors and recreation areas and the closeness we share is not accepiable.

Along with the concerns of the loss of community, the financial costs to the people of the
neighborhood would be severe if the power lines go through this area and, indeed, the city of
Avon as a whole. With the wide right of ways projected and rather small area of this neighborhood
and the city of Avon, properly values of all residences and commercial ventures would likely drop
significantly, ot a time when we've already seen downward pressure on property values because
of the economy. This really seems an undue burden, not o just a few people, but literally to
hundreds and hundreds of people and a large number of businesses.



Finally, there is a safety concern with having these power lines run right through a residential area
where there are hundreds and hundreds of residents. We are told these lines are safe but we also
know of many documented cases of stray voltage, of illnesses, of health issues for people and
animals under and around such high voltage power lines. It does not seem logical to run these
lines through a concenirated population area, because of the potential health dangers. It is just a
bad and unnecessary risk. There are more appropriate, less expensive and less risky choices, by
far.

We have raised our family in this wonderful unique community and now have been blessed with
grand daughter. | believe putting these lines in a rural setting is much more acceptable. As we
drove towards Belgrade yesterday | was able to witness the towers and they were not disrupting
any homes along the way. | cannot imagine what the displacement of family homes would do to
our neighborhood in these already tough economic times.

Sincerely,

(YUl

Julie Jarnot
Secretary
Stratford Association

Cc: Avon Mayor John Grutsch and Avon City Council

| aloo wardk- 1o 0dd at oun Fmaon's asoeiifen
wap Just- ananded o 150, opo ot (b rangndens To
hu naifaie dwe baufifl (abe. We wnds Ao had o
Waep own MeghbrOnd wondaifif aud e prwticbine

almg 194 would olishog buh Opmmguch e
hra,f?ﬁﬁ Mooy g 1 J My

You may also email comments o David Birkholz, Site Permi

PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV 'Transmission Line Project
PUC Ducket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056¢
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Please share your comments on the Draft Lnvi 1 Impact S (EIS). v luding amy further
information 1o be addiessed in a Final EIS for the propused Fargo 1 St Cloud 345 Kilovoh High Yoltage

Trimsmission Line Projecl,

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additiomal sheels as necessary).
1 M at david. birkholz@ state. mn.ns

5 891, Comments must be

with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent 1o 651 2917
received no later than 4:30 p.an., Monday, October 18, 2010,
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September 16, 2010

&

As a member of the (NORCA), the North Route Citizen's Alliance, I strongly oppose the North “Preferred
& Alternate Route A.” for the CAPX2020 Fargo to St. Cloud 345KV Transmission Line, based on the
following principles.

1. Quality of Life

A Negative effects on ecology and environment, including natural areas and wildlife (ex.
Shepards Lake, St. Wendel Swamp, which was given to the DNR from Stearns County. A
rare swamp with unusual cold water bog and home to rare plants and numerous lady

lippers.) And other ecologically sensitive wetlands and areas.

B. Aesthetics, 175ft poles in a tranquil and rural settings.

C. Traversing of agricultural property affecting livelihoods and jepardizing the heritage,
preservation and integrity of family farms, including numerous “Century” and
generational farms.

2. Significant Health Risks Associated with El gnetic Fields
A Electromagnetic Fields may contribute to Childhood and Aduit Leukemia, Adult Brain

Cancer, Lou Gehrig's Disease, Miscarriages and ing of i - related di

3. Minnesota Policy on Non-Proliferation

Al

Minnesota Statute 2 16E.03 requires first consideration of potential routes that would use
or parallel existing railroad and high Rights of Way... such as the 194 corridor. 42%
of the North Routes Approximately 39 miles creates new Rights of Way via private parcel
lines, a clear departure from Minnesota’s policy on Non-proliferation. Between Freeport
and St. Cloud the proposed routes deviates d ically and cut across rural and
agricultural land.

4. Freeway Corridor verses Pristine Corridor

A,

The area near Avon, which the Avon Hills Initiative and St. Johns Abbey and University
have opposed, was the original preferred route and follows Minnesota Statute 216E.03,
this should be the route used. The line in that area could be buried under the lakes with no
emissions of E.M.Fs and rest stops on both sides of the freeway could be eliminated due
to many 24/7 convenience stores in close proximity.

Spoiling Pristine, Rural, agricultural century farms and ecologically sensitive wetland
just doesn't make sense.

5. Negative Effects on Property and Land Values

A,

The 194 Corridor is already a spoiled view with the freeway itself, numerous billboards,
traffic, turkey barns, and etc.

6. Minnesota Statues

A,

“Right to Farm” ordinances Stearns County’s agriculture development and land use
ordinances are some of the most restrictive in the state of Minnesota. Stearns County has
expressed the importance of apen space and farmland preservation through their
comprehensive planning initiatives.

1 think it would be totally irresponsible to not follow the 194 Corridor from Freeport to St. Cloud.
Marring up the pristine areas of wetlands, agricultural land, rural homes and farmhouses, many of
which are century farms, We chose to live in this area because of these reasons and don’t want it
spoiled by a high voltage transmission line that seems more appropriately placed, on the 194 Corridor,
where according to Minnesota Statute 216E.03 requires first consideration and would have less of an
impact on that area.

e Mo 2SS

Sincerely,
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Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056
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Please share your commenis on the Draft Envir | Impact S (EIS), including any further

information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comnfénts to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us

with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651 .297.7891. Comments must be
s or ©
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received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.

Nieo on Glove

L ake fwizo o '
Signature: Cf; /Z&(/ WA@ D 10/5 /2010
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PusBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

e T N HEELD
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Please share your comments on the Draft Envire 1 Impact St (EIS), including any further

information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david birkholz@state.mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010,
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290-297

Tim Kerfeld

From: "Tim Kerfeld" <tkerfeld@albanytel.com=>

To: "TIM & CARRIE KERFELD" <tkerfeld@albanytel.com=>
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 6:53 PM

Subject:  Fw: capx2020

Oct 14, 2010
Hello, : ;
IC Kerfeld
Reasons to stay off of County Rd 17 Melrose MN: 30257 Co gg_;{ 17
Melrose, MN 56352
Cost of “going out of the way™
State Forest right off of Co Rd 17, camping & trails
Lake Silvia & recreational picnic area
Rolling hills, more poles needed, more cost
Birch Lake -Vacationers of the fresh lake water (not common)
Bald Eagles
Growing Farm community — with adding future animals and buildings
8. Residents on this stretch, many farmers and non-farmers, on both sides of the road, lots of
weaving across 17, more then on [-94 stretch.
9. Snowmobile trail right along Co Rd 17
10. Drinking Water from our wells, preserved for our family and farm animals
11. Trees — shelter for our cows on pasture
12. Beauty of our land, quietness it has .
13. Living conditions, We the farm families our cows, cats, dogs, are here from birth till death
24-7
14. Stray Voltage — Farming is our income, a MN commodity, if farmers suffer our local
towns & state suffers.
15. Property Value, we need to be appreciated now and future generations. All generations
should get paid.
16. Airplanes spraying our fields, impossible with a high line.
17. Telephone tower
18. Crop loss, inconvenience of field work

SN S LY B

Reasons to Stay on [-94

. Easy access

MN DOT does not own the interstate

. It already exist

Underground wiring through cities/towns is less taxing for everyone around
Extremely expensive to take line off of 1-94

Existing noise on [-94 that would drown out Capx2020 power line

Temporary living conditions for people who live in towns. They move every few years
and usually leave homes during the day to go to work.

8. Business, won’t affect as many ﬁmnmg is a business

Sl

Thank You, [ﬁ,z 1 l&)gﬁf&/\v/m{\%%mﬂ \KP_FQ&I(L
athon | ) 0 \c':“- 10/14/2010
Nt Seirfeld RK_\%}!\\ —o s W

Oct 14™ 2010
Hello,

I 'would like to see a few things written in the EIS:

1. All generations need to get paid for power line on their property. Its important to
include people now and in the future in this project and thank them with money for
having the pole or line on their land. Any % of the profits of capx2020 be asking to
much?

A Given that we and the future generations to come for loss of safety.

B Risk of our health

C Loss of personal income from land value going down

D Limiting our ableness to expand in a growing community of farming.

E Future crop loss, with maintenance work done on power line

2. We also need to be sure all homes and buildings are a safe distance away from all
power lines. If the pole is 100-300 feet up in the air then it needs to be at least that away
from any building structure,

3. Removal of top soil 1* then replaced back after pole is in place.

4. Keep it consndered as Ag land for ta 08
Thank You, /?’/S TC Kerfeld
'/3/1/66,5 % 30257 CoRd 17 !
\ﬂgf Melrose, 56352
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PuBLIC COMMENT FORM PUBLIC COMMENT FORM
Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056 PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056
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Please share your comments on the Draft Envir I Impact St (EIS), including any further

i 1 i % ? ; Please share your comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including any further
lnfomm_lm_u to be addrcssud in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project, Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary). Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010 received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056
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Please share your comments on the Draft Envir 1 Impact Si (EIS), including any further

information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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Mr. Birkholz

My husband and | have lived on our 10 acre hobby farm on County Road 3 since 1974. It originally
belonged to my husband’s great grandfather. Then to his grandparents and we hope to give it to our
son, which would be 5 generations. | feel that we must protect this piece of land for future generations.

| think that the power line would have a negative impact on the environment. The area around County
Road 3 has wetlands, wildlife and rich farmland. The aerial spraying would kill not only vegetation, but
wildlife and farm animals and possibly affect our health. Also, the power line itself would have a
negative affect on our environment. | believe that the line is not Minnesota Environmentally safe.
Remember, this is were we live.

Why can’t we compromise? Why can't the line follow 1-94? In the areas, such as wayside rests and
lakes or other key areas that follow 1-94, possibly go around ? or underground 7 | think, financially, it
would be better to go underground or short bypasses rather than go miles and miles from 1-94.

2 ,—A prpy é; et /y,(//‘_{ Please don't destroy our scenic byways, farmlands, and wildlife!
- 7 Si Iy,
Corit B0 peed T el Feb i
Christy Morgel
F5 o L 14 ?og/t/ Zocrz
y ' / 37313 County Road 3
o TRkl Iei7.ag o 27

Avon, MN 56310
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PusLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to 8t. Cleud 345 kV Trausmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. €802, ETYTL-09-1056

Name: Ie, crence. ____{I,L.L'_r.!_ilgl_;:l._3_ _____ O
adaress 21312 Couond Y. Rd.Z2 P
19V 7 i
ity Avp o Smeyyjl | RSl
¥ e

Please share your corpients on the Draft Environmental mpact Statenent {EISJ i'll'la'uld_'.r'.g. any Ilurtnr:r
irfcvémurieu 10 b addressed n u Finai EIS for the propused Targe Lo St Cloud 345 Kilovol High Voliage
Trananission Line Project

Turn this form in today or meal o the addvess provided on fhe back (use addifiur_ml §hcei_-a as !l_'l(‘CaRHST)'J
You mey also emal comments to David Birkhoiz, Site Ferout Manager at o_:wld hujkhnlz@»z.aile.mr._ns
with TL-09-1036 in the subject iine, Faxed comments can be sent (o 651,297.7891. Commenis must be
received no fater than 4:30 pam., Monday, Octobier 18, 2610,
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PusLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

xae DAVID IMORREYNS  (320) 257-8773
Address: 700/ KOLL/NG R(DGg /QOAD
City: T ClLpdD sute: SIN 20 S 6.505

Please share your comments on the Drafl Envi 1 Impact St (EIS), including any further
information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david birkholz@state mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: m,foji dée o Noe

o)
=

Address: 267 33 3 ?0"4 &7

City: dgt,d“f, /m} swe: _MY) 7 $E307 :

Please share your comments on the Draft Envire I Impact S (EIS), including any further
information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david birkholz@state.mmn.us
with TE~09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

(E1S), including any further

Please share your comments on the Draft Envi
information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

1 Impact S

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david_birkhol

with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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PusLiCc COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: 7 )C 49 E < CERCUIED

A JZIE O AP 137

City: ﬂ)/m State: ,4?;4 ZIP: 52? /0
Please share your comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including any further

information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit M at david.birkholz mn.us
with TL~-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent (o 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010,
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Docket No. BO0Z, ET2/TL-09-1056

October 13, 2010

David Birkholz

Project Manager

Minnesota Office of Energy Security
Energy Facility Permitting

85 7" Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: CN-06-1115
Mr. Birkholz:

1 was recently in attendance of a local Draft EIS public meeting on the evening of September 30™,
pertaining to the proposed Fargo-5t. Cloud Project. I live near the “Applicant Preferred Route” and wish
to take this opportunity to express my concerns about the proposed power line route. [ heard many
compelling arguments against the proposal, with relatively few, if any, arguments in favor of the proposed
route(s). [ currently operate a beef enterprise with land which would abut part of the proposed “preferred
route.” My concerns with the entire project range from whether or not there actually exists a need (per
testimony from an energy audit professional), to the long-term effects of such an adversely-effecting
undertaking. I have many friends, family and acquaintances who would be directly impacted by the
“preferred route™ near St. Wendel and St. Joseph, and Avon. There are countless century farms which
would likely be defaced and mutilated by forcing the large, unsightly structures on the sacred soil founded
by settlers. My biggest concern, beyond the unsightly view, is actually the detriments of defoliation on
and near critical habitat. My goal is to someday operate an organic beef ranch. | appreciate the delicate
nature of biodiversity of nature, The construction and maintenance on and near our sacred land would be
a travesty to say the least. | am abhorred to even think that the already-existing route of the 1-94 corridor
is being vacated for a route which would have devastating effects for years to come. Additionally, I have
heard from many of the landowners who would be directly impacted by the power line, and they have
stated that they would likely request that the State purchase their property (even at a loss) and vacate the
area. Such action would prove to be a prohibitive burden to the taxpayers of Minnesota. | have rendered
my support (financial and moral) to the agencies involved in fighting the unfavorable routes. It is my
request that in your prudence, you do everything in your power to assure a decision is rendered fairly and
with the utmost consideration to our envir

16629 County Road 52
Avon, MN 56310
(320)-260-5755
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PuUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Prpjec
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056 |

Address: ﬁﬂa_&a(a,aoai PD
City: §!Lea.c;.nﬁv~

Please slmm your nts on the p P
idered in the ing d ent and env ital impact
Fargo to St. Cloud 3-45 Kilovolt High Voltage Transmission Line Project.

swsmaLmsﬁm

mitigation measures and alternative routes to be
to be prepared for the d

Since the substation for the Fargo-St. Cloud transmission line has
been decided and is now close to Co. Rd. 138, it seems logical to continue
either along Co. Rd. 138 or cross the road and angle towards and along the
Sauk River behind the Schleper farm bldgs. and on toward the 1-94 Corridor
keeping it in open areas with no homes involved.

It was mentioned that you are still considering backtracking about 2
miles along the railroad right of way towards 1-94. This second route would
involve close proximity to 8 homes in this 2 mile stretch including the Ken
and Linda Eikmeier property which was already split up in 1976 when 1-94
went through. At that time they lost many beautiful Oak trees and this would
take many more. They act as a buffer for some of the freeway noise,lt
would also involve cutting through the Eikmeier family farm of which I am
co-owner, This makes no sense to me or my family.

1 am asking that you would consider your first choice following the St
Cloud By-Pass transmission corridor along Co. Rd. 134 which has already
been cleared near St. Stephen and St. Wendel where literally no homes
would be involved through marsh areas despite the pressure of allegedly
“heavy” opposition by land developers and the politics involved.
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Name: LI\ 5S4 9{' h albe
Address: _lﬁ)_% 25 5!0 -z)rd jf-
cy:  Mn swe: M) zip: 500310

Please share your comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including any further =</
information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage =9
Transmission Line Project. )

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary),
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager al david.birkholz@slate.mn.us o |
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010,
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PusLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: /@H‘NE(C//{ f &}ﬁb’/éh{_

Address: 735‘ ZM/"‘@ Saf. Wﬁ%

City: }ﬁb‘g’v 7 swe /W ww Sbz/o

Please share your comments on the Draft Envi 1 Impact S (EIS), including any further
information to be addressed in & Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010,
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Drocket No, BOO2, ET2/TL-09-1056

PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: }“fq'.fZU"'U M-JL’LDV m{ﬂ/{f{k!

Address: éf%g-(é‘ LZ[U&_’QUIC_VL) M/ﬂp

City: /W(»‘CJ@OSE State: Mﬂ) ZIP: 5{/55&

Please share your comments on the Draft Envire | Impact S (EIS), including any further
information 1o be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

‘Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us

with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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We have several concerns as outlined below:

. PUBLIC COMMENT FORM
1. We feel that Alternate Route A would be a much more feasible route. That route
is a much less populated area than the 1-94 corridor Preferred Route. The people Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
living/farming/business owners along the 1-94 corridor already have to “put up” PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056
with the freeway and the setbacks from the freeway as far as the right aways and
restrictions. Ba_sncally the freeway is like the Berlin Wall. It cannot be r:}-ossed. o g,\w‘ wen E TheowpSoh
Our land is split by the freeway, and we have to travel 12 miles round trip to get to ' =
our land on the north side. Everybody benefits from the freeway but us. Where Address: 1361 664k St S
does a person get just compensation? And now the power line... Where does it all City: gq\“\qgu e state: fHinn zip: SCSTY
d?
o Please share your comments on the Draft Environmental [mpact Statement (EIS), including any further
: information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
2. An option to look at would be: Go south of the freeway on MN 237 at the New Transmission Line Project.
Munich exit. Go to Section 1, south line and the north line of section 11. Then ; = ! . m
3 = i . . . Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
head west along those two section lines until you hit section lines 2 and 11 and You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us
head west. You will come out right on Cty Rd 173 and Riverview Rd right where with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be

you want the line to come out. This would take you away from most of the
Melrose Wellhead Protection Area, you would just be in a small section of it, in
the south corner and you would clear Melrose without a problem.

received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
e e

" 4
T4 ¢he MO Ave Seuth  fodeis used

3. At the Environmental meeting in Melrose, we were questioning setback rules

regarding spreading manure/fertilizer around the poles. The poles are 30 to 50 N e Poler {ines
feet deep, which would be in the ground water, as the water table is so high in our L + W‘“’*"‘ﬂ he hest o b & £k ¢
area. Do the poles act like a well casing? We have 150 feet setbacks from wells. - . T lecmenfer's
Would we also have setbacks from these poles? If so, we do not feel that these O‘km’“&_ Fonite  eock ¢ "JQ © g =
poles should be placed out in our fields. Q b S*V‘Q oc  use the Ssetk foute i)tf

4. If we have to deal with this power line for the rest of our lives on this farm and &f'ﬁ_{_ fcens \&xi\{ «

also our future generations have to deal with it and put up with the “eye sores,”
we feel that the “one-time payment” does not do justice. There should be yearly
compensation as the power line benefits everybody at our expense and losses.

wwwwn Thast—
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TOWN OF BROCKWAY

STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 0CT 14 0

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING A PREFERENCE FOR
THE CAPX 2020 POWER LINE ROUTE

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-10.05.10

WHEREAS, the power companies of Xcel Energy and Great River Energy have
petitioned for a route permit for the construction of a new high-voltage power line
(“Transmission Line”) that will be located in part through Brockway Township; and

WHEREAS, the petition has been referred to the Minnesota Office of
Administrative Hearings (“OAH”) as OAH Docket Number 15-2500-20995-2
for factual findings and a recommendation to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(“PUC™) as to the location of the Transmission Line; and

WHEREAS, the consortium of power companies have filed a Minnesota Route
Permit application identifying a preferred route, alternate route A and several Preferred
Route Segment Alternatives; and

WHEREAS, the Preferred Route and the Alternate Route A, east of the City of
Freeport, detour North away from Interstate 94. This diversion would run through
Brockway Township, Sections 29-32, a Sensitive Environmental Area and DNR
Protected Wetland (See attached Exhibit A-Sensitive Area Brockway Township Sections
29-32 map 2009) and near Shepard Lake; and

WHEREAS, Shepard Lake is an important part of an exceptionally rare St. Wendel
Bog complex and is just a little over two miles from the St. Wendel Bog area which is a
designated scientific and wildlife management area by the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources. The distance between the two areas results in Shepard Lake being an
important migration and nesting supplement to the extremely rare and unique wildlife and
birds that reside in the St. Wendel Bog area (See Exhibits B & C: Scientific & Natural
Areas St, Wendel Tamarack Bog identified by the Minnesota DNR and the attached-St.
Wendel Bog bird checklist); and

WHEREAS, the importance of the St. Wendel Bog is referenced in 3.2.5 Special
Environmental Considerations found in the Environmental Report: CAPX2020 Group 1
Transmission Project-March 31, 2008, PUC Docket No.ET-2, E002/CN-06-115
(Identified as Exhibit D: Special Environmental Considerations 3.2.5); and

1of3

WHEREAS, the St. Wendel Bog is also addressed in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS Statement: see p. 7-36, 7-121 PUC Docket No. ET-2, E00s/TL-
09-1056 on the website:
http://www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/documents/25053/DEIS_Compiled_090110.p
df); and

WHEREAS, the above identified Environmental Report, the DEIS and Stearns
County have acknowledged the importance of this sensitive area and Shepard Lake is
within this relatively small geographic area (attached as Exhibit E: Minnesota County
Biological Survey-Native Plant communities and rare species of Stearns County); and

WHEREAS this small geographic area makes up a significant proportion of the
remaining natural vegetation and rare plants and animals of Stearns County and
protection of Brockway Township Sections 29-32 is paramount and vital for preservation
of this remaining rare area; and

WHEREAS Shepard Lake is a large wetland which has immense value for
recreation such as canoeing, birding, and photography,

WHEREAS, a Shepard Lake Restoration Project (a two-hundred sixty-four acres
area) is in development, which has the potential to support significant waterfowl habitat
when it is restored and should receive the highest protection; and

WHEREAS, Brockway Township residents have been in communication with
John Haffley, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Steve Erickson, a Private Lands Biologist
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service who intend to work on the restoration project of
Shepard Lake. Mr. Erickson states that "restoring Shepard Lake would have far reaching
benefits to the environment (including water quality improvement, groundwater recharge,
floodwater retention, wildlife habitat enhancement, etc.) and it is likely that the DNR
would issue the necessary permits” (identified as Exhibit F: attached letter regarding
Shepard Lake restoration project); and

WHEREAS, Brockway Township has specific concerns with the Preferred Route
and Alternative Route A through Brockway Township and, particularly in the
environmentally sensitive Shepard Lake area; and

WHEREAS, the Brockway Township Board of Supervisors believe that the

detrimental impacts from the Preferred Route and Alternative Route A through Brockway
Township would result in significant harm to the above sensitive environmental areas;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE
TOWN OF BROCKWAY, STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA:

1. That the Brockway Township Sections 29-32, and the Shepard Lake area, deserves
special environmental considerations as a special area of concern referenced in 3.2.5.
Special Environmental Considerations in the CAPX Environmental Report and
subsequent DEIS.

2. That the Brockway Township Board of Supervisors believes that the route that
parallels as close as possible to I-94 or identified as Preferred Route D, as described
in the DEIS would be the route that does the least amount of harm to human life and
the environment.

Passed this 5th day of October, 2010.

/fawn Board Chair
/OIUMJ d]béwma._
Town Clerk
DEBRA M. DETERMAN
Clerk, Brockway Tanshy., Steams Co., Minnesota
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St. Wendel Tamarack Bog SNA

170 Acres

Located 10 miles NW of St. Cloud on Co Rd 4. Park on
the shoulder of the road.

Stearns County Twp 125N Rng 29W Sec 9 & 16

Type: Deciduous Woods

ECS Subsection: Hardwood Hills

Description:

St. Wendel Tamarack Bog SNA is one of the top two sites for Significant Biological Diversity in Stearns
County (Minnesota County Biological Survey, 1999). The site is a large wetland complex, which encompasses
one of the largest remaining blocks of native vegetation in the county. This SNA supports the best and largest
example of Minerotrophic Tamarack Swamp in central Minnesota. In addition to the extensive tamarack stands,
the project area also contains: rare Mixed Hardwood Seepage Swamp, and unique Calcareous Seepage Fen
which supports a population of the State Threatened Carex sterilis (sterile sedge). Significant acreage of Rich
Fen, Wet Meadow, Mixed Hardwood Swamp, and Shrub Swamp also occur. Two shallow lakes, each named
?Swamp Lake?, with rich aquatic vegetation complete the natural mosaic of the large wetland complex.

The Hardwood Hills ECS Subsection defines the transition zone between the forests to the northeast and the
prairies to the southwest in this part of the state.

Bird List EE80
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3.2.5 Special Environmental Considerations

A special area of concern in this segment is the Avon Hills area near Collegeville (note the
“biological area” on Map 12. Several people commented on their interest in the area through the
public scoping process.

The Avon Hills area of Stearns County, including all of Avon and Collegeville Townships and
parts of St. Joseph, St. Wendel, Farming, and Wakefield Townships and the campus of St. John’s
University has been identified by the Audubon Society and its partners as an Important Bird
Area. As part of an international effort, Important Bird Areas represent the most critical areas
for the conservation of bird populations statewide. The Avon Hills area is important because of
its extensive forested landscape and the populations of Red-shouldered Hawks, Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, Wood Ducks, Cerulean Warblers and other species that are found here. A number
of WPAs managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are within the Important Bird Area, as
are two Minnesota DNR Scientific and Natural Areas, the St. Wendel Bog and the St. Johns
Arboretum.,

Audubon Minnesota is concerned about the loss of habitat from siting transmission structures
and clearing the corridor for the line. There is also the potential for serious habitat fragmentation
that can have serious impacts on many forest bird populations.

According to the Avon Hills Initiative, a community-based organization located in Central
Minnesota committed to preserving the rural and natural character of the roughly 50,000 acres in
Avon, Saint Joseph, Collegeville, and St. Wendel Township, the wooded hills, wetlands, and
lakes of this area are a key component of the remaining natural vegetation of Stearns County. As
identified by the MN County Biological Survey, a significant proportion of the remaining natural
vegetation and rare plants and animals of the entire county lie within this relatively small
geographic area.

Environmental Report: CapX 2020 Group 1 Transmission Project

March 31, 2008

PUC Docket No ET-2, E002/CN-06-1115 (page 63)

EXHIBIT D

PuBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

Name: . ‘r:f“.';;ﬂwl/f;— 'i&\_f};r'o@ L‘L}Cblc,?l&/f’a
Address: _ [5)77 (o Bd 1]

cy  _Aven P _ State: ﬁﬁf 7z L3/

Please share your comments on the Draft Envir I Impact St (EIS), including any further
information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use additional sheets as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at david.birkholz@state.mn.us
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010.
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Signature: Date:

Diocket Mo, EO02, ET2/TL-09-1056



October 12, 2010

Minnesota Office of Energy Security
Energy Facility Permitting

Mr. David Birkholz

85 7th Place East, Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

RE: CAPX2020

Dear Mr. Birkholz

| am wrifing this letter with great concern over the I_occiion of the hlgh
fransmission power lines from Fargo to $t. Cloud. Ifis my ur}dersiandtng
that one route being considered, may have the following |mpcct_ on my
property. The impact would be negative on wetlands, prime agricultural
farmiand, Sheppard's Lake, several other palustriine water resources, and
some of Stearns County's historic resources.

| am asking for your support fo direct this 345KV ircnsmissipn line down the
1-94 comidor where it is already an established route for this use. In areas
where the appearance is a concern; why not place underground.

Thank you for your support regarding this very importani matter.

Sincerely,

Danda et

David A. Walz

9356 County Road#4
St. Joseph, MN 56374
320-493-7349

334-339

Dana and Steve Weber
924 Hamlet Dr S
Avon, MN 56310 A

October 15, 2010

Minnesota Office of Energy Security
Energy Facility Permitting :
857" Place East, Suite 500 e LS
St. Paul MIN 55101-2198

r
David Birkholz, Project Manager / ocr 18 00 !
L
[

RE: Proposed Route D on the Fargo to St. Cloud project (TL-09-1056)
Dear David:

We are residents of the Stratford Neighborhood Association, located just along the 1-94 Freeway in Avon, MN.
The freeway literally runs through our backyard. We are writing to voice our opposition to the proposed Route D
of this transmission project for the following reasons.

First, specific to our family, there is a safety concern with having these power lines running right next to our
home. We have 2 children. Our oldest has Autism. We have grave concerns that any additional environmental
challenges to his health will result in adverse affects to his neurological and physical health. He is at the most
volatile stage in his life, nearing puberty, where 1 in 4 pre-teens and teens with Autism develop seizures as well
as face regression and heightened sensory disorders due to the changes their bodies are going through.

Additionally, our youngest child suffers from recurring severe migraine headaches. We have recently found he
has spots on his brain and we are extremely concerned of the adverse effects ANY electromagnetic pollution will
have on both of our children’s health, not to mention ours and those around us. While your studies conclude
that the levels of EMF that are emitted are considered “safe,” this does not take into account individuals with
acute or chronic disorders, due to the generalization any study must provide,

Our children cannot afford to risk any additional burdens to their health, which includes the effects of additional

electromagnetic fields near our home. It is a bad and unnecessary risk. There are more appropriate, less
expensive and less risky choices, by far.

During a time when the economy has suffered a deep recession and the job market has been extremely volatile,
we are in a position that if Route D were to be approved, regardless of whether our home would be displaced by
the placement of the high voltage transmission line, we would be forced to move in order to protect our
children. This would cause extreme and undue financial hardship to our family, during a time when we have
suffered deep cuts in our household income due to our employer’s actions, in addition to the medical expenses
we currently face. Our home's value has deteriorated as a result of the poor economy, which adds to the
financial strain of any costs we would need to incur in order to relocate to a safer home.

o et ———————— Pagel S s e



We also want to note the concerns that our neighborhood association has expressed to you in a collaborated
letter from the Stratford Association President, Jeff Manthe, which we fully agree with:

* This area also has a lake just along each side with a connecting stream underneath the freeway. In
Middle Spunk Lake, right in our neighborhcod and along the freeway, there are nesting loons, ducks and
geese each year. Many wild fowl spend time here as they migrate each spring and fall. We fear the
power lines might disrupt this delicate eco-system and permanently damage this natural resource.

® Next, there over ninety homes in this neighborhood, tightly nestled between the freeway and lake.
Having these lines, whether overhead or underground, would perhaps result in the condemnation of a
number of residences and destroy the atmosphere and living conditions of the entire neighborhood,
upsetting hundreds of lives and causing severe damage to this circle drive that forms the pathway in and
out of the neighborhood.

* Thereisa parkin the center of the neighborhood that provides recreation to individuals, including the
local youth baseball and other sports programs.

e Thereis also a beach area that provides for recreation throughout the summer. This is a close
community and losing neighbors and recreation areas and the closeness we share is not acceptable.

* Along with the concerns of the loss of community, the financial costs to the people of the neighborhood
would be severe if the power lines go through this area and, indeed, the city of Avon as a whole, With
the wide right of ways projected and rather small area of this neighborhood and the city of Avon,
property values of all residences and commercial ventures would likely drop significantly, at a time when
we've already seen downward pressure on property values because of the economy.

* Finally, there is a safety concern with having these power lines run right through a residential area
where there are hundreds and hundreds of residents. We are told these lines are safe but we also know
of many documented cases of stray voltage, of illnesses, of health issues for people and animals under
and around such high voltage power lines,

For the above stated reasons, we, Dana and Steve Weber are formally voicing our strong opposition regarding
the potential selection of Route D for this transmission line project.

Sincerely,

/ 'S - ) -
L Ane, .,155/a-’(;_. fftﬂ‘cf_lm
Dana and Steve Weber

Ce: Avon Mayor John Grutsch, Stratford Association and Aven City Council

\=

PuUBLIC COMMENT FORM

Fargo to St. Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
PUC Docket No. E002, ET2/TL-09-1056

M Don Wieber

3 §
11927 County Road i
Avon MN 56310-9681
State: ZIP:
Please sharc your comments on the Draft Envirc | Impact S (EIS), including any further

information to be addressed in a Final EIS for the proposed Fargo to St. Cloud 345 Kilovolt High Voltage
Transmission Line Project.

Turn this form in today or mail to the address provided on the back (use addiljofwl a:hocts as necessary).
You may also email comments to David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager at dZI\ﬂ'ld.hll"khO]Z@Slch.mn,uS
with TL-09-1056 in the subject line. Faxed comments can be sent to 651.297.7891. Comments must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, October 18, 2010,

s W@WW#M%{
tted for oS pugeo—t @G0, W hy ot et
vt M ol it Sty 2oy,

Signature: (;é@jﬂ Date: /ﬂ'_//" =

Docket No, ED02, ET2/TL-05-1056




Birkholz, David (COMM)

From: Check, Terence [TCHECK@CSBSJU.EDU]
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 2:10 PM

To: Birkholz, David (COMM)

Cc: Check, Terence

Subject: TL-09-1056

October 18, 2010

12486 0ld Collegeville Road
St. Joseph, MN 56374

David Birkholz

State Permit Manager

Minnesota Office of Energy Security
85 7th Place E., Suite 500

St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

Dear Mr. Birkholz:

I am writing in response to the draft environmental impact statement discussing the Fargo-St.
Cloud 345 kV Transmission Project proposed by Xcel Energy and Great River Energy. I work at
St. John's University in Collegeville, Minnesota, near the site of one of the proposed
corridors for the transmission line, along interstate 94. I also am a resident of St.
Joseph, Minnesota, and my home is very close to this same corridor along I-94 and also very
near another proposed corridor along the Lake Wobegon Trail. I am in the unfortunate
position of having both my work and home life severely affected by a decision to place the
transmission projects in either of these locations.

But the thesis of my letter is not to urge you to put these lines in someone else's backyard.
From the public meetings I have attended, as well as the draft of the Environmental Impact
Statement I have read, I believe insufficient attention has been given in these reports to
the actual need for the project in the first place. Xcel Energy and Great River Energy are
for-profit companies that have a direct stake in convincing publics to consume more energy.
The studies they have put forward about the supposed demand are out-of-date and make

assumptions about energy consumption that are
years, as well as dampened demand as a result

Large-scale infrastructure projects that have
environments should be seen as a last resort,
energy first. There is the potential to save

unreliable, given energy trends in the last few
of the slow economy.

damaging effects on natural and cultural
after exhaustive efforts are made to conserve
enormous amounts of energy through energy

conservation and programs that educate citizens about (and create incentives for) efficiency.
This is the path that must be pursued more aggressively before this project is considered.

I was disappointed, after reading the voluminous draft EIS report, to see little or no
attention given to climate change. Despite the lip service given to renewable energy, the

fact remains that this line’s primary purpose

is to distribute coal-produced energy. This

further entrenches our reliance on fossil fuels and exacerbates the effects of climate
change, at a time when society needs to be working vigorously on options that minimize the

consumption of fossil fuels.

I am also concerned that the draft EIS downplays the immediate environmental and health
effects of these transmission lines. I have read the testimony of David Carpenter of the
State University of New York in Albany about the link between high-powered electricity lines

and childhood cancer. This concerns me greatly, given that I have two young children who
would be playing in the fields near these lines.

The justification to build these lines is based on flimsy evidence and is motivated primarily
by profit. The draft EIS should have given more weight both to the immediate and long-term
environmental and health consequences of these transmission lines.

Respectfully,

Dr. Terence Check



347

Becky Coulter

Sanford Moskowitz

12625 Old Collegeville Road
Saint Joseph, MN 56374

October 18, 2010

David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager:
Regarding TL-09-1056

Dear Mr. Birkholz:

My husband and I are new residents to Minnesota. In 2005 we moved here when Sanford
took a position as assistant professor in the Management Department at St. John’s
University. Itook a position as a therapist at Catholic Charities, St. Cloud Children’s
Home.

T am writing regarding the proposed alternates I-94 and Collegeville Road.
Understandably, no one wants a major electric power route to cut through their
community, so all I can do is write from the perspective of someone who is new to this
community, but sees its strengths and character. I chose a property on Old Collegeville
Road, right next to the walking bridge over I-94 to St. John’s campus for a number of
reasons including proximity to my husband’s job, the involved character of the
neighborhood, and the knowledge that all the woods surrounding our land were state and
St. John’s refuge land, not to be developed. Also, right down at the other end of the road
there is the Lake Wobegon Trail.

Being situated right next to the walking bridge, I am aware of the function of St. John’s
woods as a place for recreation and respite for people all over the area. The same is true
for the Lake Wobegon trail, which I use regularly. The placement of this power line into
the refuge areas or along the Lake Wobegon trail would have a highly adverse impact on
all those who come for recreation, as well as the involved, activist community living in
this area. .

Pragmatically as a property owner, I would not have ever made the substantial investment
in property improvement here if I had known that these refuge lands could be
appropriated. On a more collective note, This neighborhood was already impacted by the

building of I-94, I certainly hope it will not have to sustain another loss of this magnitude.

Sincerely,

Becky Coulter





