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Birkholz, David (COMM)

From: Check, Terence [TCHECK@CSBSJU.EDU]
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 2:10 PM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Cc: Check, Terence
Subject: TL-09-1056
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Becky Coulter 
Sanford Moskowitz 
12625 Old Collegeville Road 
Saint Joseph, MN 56374 
 
October 18, 2010 
 
David Birkholz, Site Permit Manager: 
 
Regarding TL-09-1056 
 
Dear Mr. Birkholz: 
 
My husband and I are new residents to Minnesota.  In 2005 we moved here when Sanford 
took a position as assistant professor in the Management Department at St. John’s 
University.  I took a position as a therapist at Catholic Charities, St. Cloud Children’s 
Home. 
 
I am writing regarding the proposed alternates I-94 and Collegeville Road.  
Understandably, no one wants a major electric power route to cut through their 
community, so all I can do is write from the perspective of someone who is new to this 
community, but sees its strengths and character.  I chose a property on Old Collegeville 
Road, right next to the walking bridge over I-94 to St. John’s campus for a number of 
reasons including proximity to my husband’s job, the involved character of the 
neighborhood, and the knowledge that all the woods surrounding our land were state and 
St. John’s refuge land, not to be developed.  Also, right down at the other end of the road 
there is the Lake Wobegon Trail. 
 
Being situated right next to the walking bridge, I am aware of the function of St. John’s 
woods as a place for recreation and respite for people all over the area.  The same is true 
for the Lake Wobegon trail, which I use regularly.  The placement of this power line into 
the refuge areas or along the Lake Wobegon trail would have a highly adverse impact on 
all those who come for recreation, as well as the involved, activist community living in 
this area.  . 
 
Pragmatically as a property owner, I would not have ever made the substantial investment 
in property improvement here if I had known that these refuge lands could be 
appropriated.  On a more collective note, This neighborhood was already impacted by the 
building of I-94, I certainly hope it will not have to sustain another loss of this magnitude. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Becky Coulter 
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