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Birkholz, David (COMM)

From: Farry, Joe [JPFarry@CSBSJU.EDU]
Sent: Sunday, October 17, 2010 9:27 PM
To: david.berkholz@state.mn.us
Subject: Information for St Cloud-Fargo 345kV
Attachments: OES Dept Commerce-2.doc
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David Birkholz 
Office of Energy Security 
85 7th Place East 
St Paul, MN 55101-2147                                                         October 16, 2010 
 
I wish to submit the following information to assist the Office of Energy Security in 
revising the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) prepared for the proposed 
345kV line running from St. Cloud, MN to Fargo, ND.   
 
My comments are limited to map designated in Appendix H as Sheet 79, which covers 
the section of proposed routes B, C and D in the vicinity of the intersection of Hwy 75 
and I-94 near the interstate exit 156 (St John’s Abbey/University.)   
 

 
 
 
 
Part I:  List of Unidentified Residences and one Commercial Business 
 
As per my phone call with your office on October 6, 2010, I am providing the street 
(mailing) addresses of individuals living within the area described on Map 79 whose 
homes where not indentified on that map. As far as I know, these households were not 
mailed the brochure last spring describing the 8 (or is it 9?) proposed alternative routes. 
Routes C and D described in that brochure directly impinge on their property/homes. 
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Over the past two weeks I have only been able to reach three of these property owners. 
Needless to say they were stunned and outraged that they were “overlooked.”  
 
For the past three years I have been attentive to the public discussion of the routing of the 
power line. I attended two discussion groups conducted by Darrin Lahr of Xcel Energy 
and the previous public meeting held in St. Joseph by the Department of Commerce. Yet 
I did not receive the maps prepared by OES last spring. Nor were my house and property 
identified on the map used for the EIS analysis. 
 
The map used for the EIS is also in error by identifying the vacated former entrance to St. 
John’s on the south side of I-94 as “Old Collegeville Road.” An earlier version of Google 
Maps contained this same error. Was the consulting firm hired by OES using an outdated 
Google map to conduct an EIS analysis? 

 
In addition I am also frustrated by the failure of the OES and/or the consulting 
engineering firm to carry out the (elementary) task of compiling accurate property 
ownership data as the foundation for this EIS analysis. Stearns County maintains easily 
accessible, on-line interactive maps which would have identified the location of 
potentially affected property owners. I see no reasonable explanation why this easily 
accessible resource was not used to verify the foundational data used to construct this EIS 
analysis. 

 
The following households, located in zip code area 56374 (St Joseph, MN), were not 
identified on Sheet 79 
 
                      12614 Old Collegeville Rd – (Our house)  Route C 
                      12305 Old Collegeville Rd – Route D 
                      12082 Old Collegeville Rd – Route D 
                      12002 Old Collegeville Rd – Route D 
 
                      12096 Collegeville Rd – Route C and D 
                      31698 Collegeville Rd – Route C and D 
                      31746 Collegeville Rd – Route C and D (Home site plus a neighboring  
                                    acreage used for a commercial riding stable (Fieldstone Farm). 
 
In addition, with one exception, none of the residences located on 115th Avenue are 
identified. 
 
 
Part 2:  Information which might be relevant to the EIS Analysis 
 
I understand the challenge of completing an EIS on multiple routes running from St 
Cloud MN to Fargo ND in a two-month timeframe. Permit me to respectfully point to 
some particular social, economic, and environmental features that seem to have been 
overlooked. I reference specifically the area covered by Sheet 79. I apologize in advance 
if this information is not significantly important to be incorporated in the final EIS 
analysis.   
 
1.  Game Refuge:  The property of the Order of St Benedict Inc. (St John’s Abbey) has 
been classified as a Game Refuge for 70 years. The “game refuge” applies to property 
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both north and south of I-94. Private property owners who purchased land for home sites 
from St. John’s regulate their property in conformity with the conditions characteristic of 
a game refuge—including allowing deer to eat their tulips!   The following map shows 
the boundaries of the game refuge 
 

 
 
2. The historic Collegeville Community:  The town site for Collegeville was platted in 
1879, the same year that a post office and a railroad station were established. The railroad 
tracks have been replaced with the Wobegon Bike Trail, and a historical marker along the 
trail commemorates the history of the location. There are two Century Farms in the 
neighborhood and three homes that have been occupied for 100 years. Route “D” cuts 
right through the community, while Route “C”affects the southern section. At least one 
property owner along Collegeville Road is subject to “double jeopardy.”  That is, if either 
Route “C” or “D” is implemented, he loses land to the power line ROW. Collegeville has 
an active community life that deserves protection and respect. 
 
3. Springs and water courses: If Route “C” is selected, it will cross Hwy 75 and create a 
ROW on the Donnabauer Century Farm and the Haeg farm. Several streams and springs 
are located in these areas which provide  run-off routes for water from Hwy 75 and I-94.  
 
4. Woods on north side of I-94: The woods owned by St. John’s Abbey on the north 
side of I-94 are an extension of the woods on the south side. The woods south of I-94 are 
listed as being “biodiverse,” but not the woods on the north. On the north side of I-94, St 
John’s has reforested the area and has an active forest management program to sustain the 
health of the woods. 
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5. Pedestrian Bridge over I-94: A pedestrian bridge connects the north and south 
portions of St. John’s Abbey property. This wooden bridge was specially constructed as a 
beautification project in conjunction with the construction of I-94 over 35 years ago. 
Access to the bridge is by way of an earthen ramp supporting a cement walkway. The 
bridge is used extensively by the students and employees of the two colleges as well as  
visitors to St. John’s. The bridge enables them to  bike, run and cross country ski in 
safety. It also provides a connection to the Wobegon trail and forms a segment of the 
many bike tours that are organized throughout the summer.  
 
The surrounding terrain is very hilly. It seems probable that the ROW would have to be 
located some distance from the I-94 ROW to take into account the height of the bridge 
and the raised configuration of the approaches. If moved to the north, the ROW would 
directly impact local home sites. This should be noted when calculating the final EIS. 
(The yellow line indicates the length of the access ramp.) 
 

 
 
 
6. Wetlands: Sheet 79 does not reflect the extensive wetlands that run from Stumpf Lake 
on the St. John’s campus to the St. Wendel bog. Sheet79  highlights the wetlands north of 
the Wobegon Bike Trail, but not those south of the Trail. But the attached National 
Wetlands Inventory indicates these are integrated wetlands that extend from south of I-94 
to the St Wendel bog. Historically the railroad bisected this wetland by constructing a 
raised berm, which required constant reinforcement. (The surface of the bike trail, which 
now rests on this berm, must also be regularly patched.)  On the attached map, the 
Wobegon Bike Trail is the diagonal line that crosses from the bottom to the top of the 
map. (And there are those who are recommending that Route D should cross this 
wetland!) The wetland also extends to the area around Exit 156 on I-94. The draft EIS 
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does not do justice to this extensive system of wetlands.  The National Wetland Inventory 
map follows: 
 

 
 
7. Shoreland Zones: Portions of the area in the vicinity of Exit 156, I-94 are included in 
the shoreland zones for a DNR-identified lake and the North Fork of the Watab River. 
Route C is proposed to cut through this area, following I-94. (Photo prepared by the 
Stearns County Environmental Services Department.)  
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8. Huls Bros Trucking Inc. Huls Bros Trucking Inc is an interstate trucking company 
that operates a solid waste storage facility for by-product limes on this site. In addition to  
hauling by-product limes, the 30 to 40 trucks operated by Huls Bros Trucking are used to 
transport a variety of agricultural products, aggregate and even coal. The company is also 
a major transporter of turkey manure to the power plant in Benson, MN. Huls Bros 
Trucking is now in the process of seeking approval to store 4000 tons of turkey manure 
on this site.  
 
As sketched on the EIS map, the power line ROW is located in the narrow space between 
Collegeville Road and the I-94 off-ramp. In this location it would not disturb Huls Bros 
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Trucking.  However, as the following aerial photo indicates, it does not seem that there is 
a 100� for locating the power line between the interstate ROW and Collegeville Road. 

 
 
 Moving the power line ROW to the north side of the Collegeville Road would directly 
impact the facilities of Huls Bros Trucking. The areral photo used to illustrate the EIS is 
several years out of date. I suggest that the Google Map referenced below be consulted to 
show the buildings that have been built on this site over the past three years. Huls Bros 
Trucking is a substantial commercial operation that would be significantly impacted if the 
power line were located in this area. See Google Maps: 
 <http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=45.598894,-
94.381054&spn=0.007274,0.012392&t=f&z=17&ecpose=45.59847667,-
94.38105418,1294.59,0.001,2.776,0> 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present additional information which I hope will 
improve the content of the final version of the EIS. I am also sending an electronic 
version of this document to your email address. 
 
 
Joseph Farry 
12614 Old Collegeville Road 
St. Joseph, MN  56374 
 
Phone: 320 363-8197 
Email:  jpfarry@csbsju.edu 
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Birkholz, David (COMM)

From: Ken Heim [heim_ken@msn.com]
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 6:52 AM
To: Birkholz, David (COMM)
Subject: TL-09-1056
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