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APPLICANT’S PREFERRED ROUTE: 

The applicant’s preferred route begins at 110th Ave S and the North Dakota state line in Clay 
County, Minnesota.  The route travels east following 110th Ave S to Interstate 94.  The route 
travels southeast along Interstate 94 to the ramp for County Hwy 88 in Otter Tail County.  The 
route continues south from the end of the ramp following 170th Ave south until it reaches the  
BNSF Railroad.  The route then follows the BNSF railroad southeast to Interstate 94.  The route 
continues south along Interstate 94 to the exit ramp for MN 210.  At the MN 210 ramp, the 
route continues due south, crossing the BNSF railroad and the Otter Tail River.  After crossing 
the Otter  Tail River, the route heads southeast through a field to the crossing of County 
Highway 15  and Interstate 94.  At this point the route continues southeast along Interstate 94 to 
195th St in Otter Tail County.  At 195th St the route will continue southeast following County 
Highway 25.  When County Highway 25 turns to the south, the route continues southeast along 
Interstate 94.  The route continues southeast along Interstate 94 until it reaches the Fergus to 
Hoot Lake 115 kV transmission line.  At the Fergus to Hoot Lake transmission line, the route 
heads east along a field line to County Highway 82.  The route follows County Highway 82 
southeast and south to Interstate 94.  At Interstate 94, the route continues southeast until it 
reaches County Highway 82.  The route then follows County Highway 82 southeast to Tumuli 
Rd.  The route then follows Tumuli Rd south to Interstate 94.  The route follows Interstate 94 
for 0.75 miles and then turns east through a field for 0.5 miles and south through a field for 0.5 
miles to Interstate 94 to avoid wetlands.  The route follows Interstate 94 southeast to Hansel 
Lake.  At the north shore of Hansel Lake, the route heads east, crossing Interstate 94 to 273rd 
Ave.  The route follows south along 273rd Ave for 0.5 miles to an Unknown Street and then 
east along an Unknown Street for 0.25 miles.  The route then travels south through a field to 
Interstate 94.  The route continues in a generally southeast direction along Interstate 94 to 
County Highway 4 in Grant County.  The route follows County Highway 4 south to 310th St.  
The route follows 310th St east to Interstate 94.  The route continues southeast along Interstate 
94 to County Highway 41 in Douglas County.  The route heads east along County Highway 41 
to Kenworth Dr.  The route goes south following Kenworth Dr to Interstate 94.  The route 
travels southeast along Interstate 94 to Sethney Ln in Douglas County.  At Sethney Ln the route 
goes east crossing a perennial stream and County Hwy 40 and then briefly following 10th Ave 
before turning south to Interstate 94.   The route continues southeast along Interstate 94 until it 
reaches Town Hall Rd.  At Town Hall Rd, the route briefly follows southeast along Forest Park 
Rd before continuing southeast on Interstate 94.  The route follows Interstate 94 southeast 
crossing Lake Latoka until it reaches the Brandon to Alexandria 115 kV transmission line.  At 
the transmission line follows the Brandon to Alexandria 115 kV transmission line to the south 
and then southeast to the Alexandria substation.  The route then follows the Alexandria to 
Alexandria SS 115 kV transmission line southeast crossing MN 29, then east until it reaches 
Interstate 94.  The route then continues southeast along Interstate 94 into Stearns County.  
Once in Stearns county the route continues on Interstate 94, crossing  a perennial stream, and 
reaching the BNSF railroad.  The Applicant’s preferred route continues southeast, paralleling the 
BNSF railroad.  Prior to reaching Sauk Centre, the route turns south through a field crossing W 
2nd St to Interstate 94.  The route follows Interstate 94 southeast until it reaches the US 71 exit 
ramp.  At the US 71 exit ramp, the route turns northeast, crossing Interstate 94 to 12th St.  The 
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route follows 12th St east until it reaches the 69 kV Kandota tap.  The route crosses the 
Kandota tap and then follows the BNSF railroad to the southeast.  The route continues along 
the BSNF railroad until the railroad parallels Interstate 94.  At this point, the route follows 
Interstate 94 southeast until it reaches an Unnamed Intermittent stream.  At the stream the route 
crosses Interstate 94, and follows the BNSF railroad southeast until just beyond the MN 4 exit 
ramp for Interstate 94.  At this point the route crosses County Hwy 65and follows Interstate 94 
to the southeast.  The route continues along Interstate 94 to the southeast until it reaches Main 
St in Melrose. At Main St, the route heads south through a field to 370th St.  The route then 
parallels 370th St to the east.  After crossing County Rd 173, the route turns north following a 
field line to Interstate 94.  The route then continues following Interstate 94 east to County Rd 
167 in Stearns County.  The route follows County Rd 167 north to County Hwy 39.  The route 
then heads east, paralleling County Highway 39, MN 238, and 380th St to the intersection of 
County Rd 152, the Soo Line Railroad, and County Highway 10.  At the intersection the route 
turns south, following County Highway 10 to Saint Anna Dr.  At Saint Anna Dr the route turns 
east, following Saint Anna Dr to 250th Ave.  The route heads south, following 250th Ave and 
County Rd 154.  When County Rd 154 turns to the west, the route heads east through a field to 
Tower Rd.  At Tower Rd, the route continues east, following 360th St to County Highway 9.  
The route follows County Highway 9 north to 363rd St.  At 363rd St the route heads east for 0.5 
miles, and then heads north to the half section line of Township 125, Range 3, Section 3.  At the 
half section line, the route goes east, following the half section line to County Rd 151.  The route 
follows County Rd 151 north to County Highway 52.  The route follows County Highway 52 
and 380th St east to the southeast corner of Township 126 Range 29 Section 31.  At this point 
the route heads north to the northeast corner of Township 126 Range 29 Section 31.  The route 
heads east from this point, following the section line to a point ¼ mile east of 115th Ave.  The 
route then heads south for 0.75 mile and east 1.25 miles through a field  to the St Cloud-MP&L 
115 kV Interconnection.  The route follows the 115 kV line southeast and south to 91st Ave in 
Township 125 Range 29 Section 26.  At 91st Ave the route heads east for 1.1 miles, south for 
0.5 miles, east for 0.1 miles, and then south for 1.0 miles to 322nd St.  The route follows 322nd 
St west for 0.05 miles and then follows a field line south to Mullen Rd.  The route then heads 
southwest for 0.15 miles and then south for 1.15 miles through a field to the BNSF Railroad.  
The route follows the BNSF railroad west for 0.15 miles and then travels south following the St 
Cloud-MP&L 115 kV Interconnection to the new Quarry Substation. 

ROUTE A 

Route A begins at the intersection of 430th St and the North Dakota border in Wilkin County, 
MN.  The route travels east from the North Dakota border along 430th St to MN 9.  The route 
follows MN 9 southeast to 460th St.  At 460th St the route travels east along the section line for 
0.75 miles and then south through a field line for 1.15 miles to MN 9.  The route continues 
southeast along MN 9 to 280th St.  The route travels east along 280th St to 310th Ave.  The route 
then goes south along 310th Ave to 260th St.  The route follows 260th St and County Rd 42 east 
to County Highway 11.  The route follows County Highway 11 to County Highway 1.  The 
route follows County Highway 1 east to the Fergus to Hoot Lake 115 kV Transmission Line.  
The route goes south for 1.0 miles paralleling the transmission line and then travels east along 
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the section line and 240th St to MN 55.  The route follows MN 55 southeast to the half section 
line of Township 128 Range 42 Section 2.  The route heads south following the half-section line 
to County Highway 2.  The route heads east along County Highway 2 to 170th Ave.  The route 
follows 170th Ave south for 1.0 miles to an Unknown Street.  The route then heads east along 
the Unknown Street to MN 55.  The route follows MN 55 southeast to 130th Ave.  The route 
heads south along 130th Ave to 140th St.  The travels east along 140th St to County Rd 37.  The 
route follows County Rd 38 south for 2.0 miles and east for 0.75 miles to County Highway 5.  
The route then follows County Hwy 5 south to the Stevens County boundary.  At the Stevens 
County boundary, the route goes east, following the section line to MN 114.  The route follows 
MN 114 north to the southwest corner of Township 127 Range 39 Section 25.  The route heads 
east along the section lines to the half section of Township 127 Range 38 Section 28.  The route 
follows the half-section line north to County Highway 4.  The route continues east along County 
Highway 4 to County Highway 21.  The route travels north along County Highway 21 to the 
Brandon-Alexandra 115 kV Transmission line.  The route follows the transmission line east to 
the Alexandria Substation.  The route continues east out of the Alexandria substation following 
the Alexandria SS-Alexandria 115 kV transmission line to the SOO Line Railroad.  The route 
travels south along the Soo Line railroad to County Rd 87.  At County Rd 87 the route travels 
east-southeast meandering through a field, crossing Hamann Rd and Doebben’s Marsh before 
reaching County Highway 23.  The route travels south along County Highway 23 to the half 
section line of Township 127 Range 37 Section 9.  The route travels east along the half-section 
line to the eastern section line of Township 127 Range 37 Section 9.  The route travels south 
along the section line for 1.25 miles, then east for 2.5 miles through a field until reaching the 
half-section of Township 127 Range 37 Section 13.  The route then travels south to Walsh Dr 
and then east along Walsh Dr past County Rd 110 to the half-section line of Township 127 
Range 36 Section 20.  The route follows the half-section line south to Cemetery Rd.  The route 
goes east following Cemetery Rd to County Highway 2.  The route continues south along 
County Highway 2 to 100th St.  The route travels east along 100th St until it reaches the Douglas 
County-Glenwood 69 kV transmission line.  The route follows the transmission line south to the 
half-section of Township 126 Range 36 Section 3.  The route travels along the half-section line 
east to 470th Ave.  The route then goes north along 470th Ave to 440th St.  The route heads east 
following 440th St to County Rd 183.  The route follows County Rd 183 south for 0.25 miles, 
then east for 0.75 miles following a field line, then south for 0.75 miles following a field line to 
County Rd 184.  The route follows County Rd 184 east to the eastern boundary of Township 
126 Range 34 Section 7.  The route goes south along the section line to MN 28.  At MN 28 the 
route continues south following 425th Ave to 400th St.  The route then heads east along 400th St 
to US 71.  The route travels south along US 71 to County Highway 29.  The route travels 
southeast along County Hwy 29 for 0.70 miles and then east through a field for 1.3 miles to the 
eastern boundary of Township 126 Range 34 Section 35.  The route follows the section line 
north to County Rd 186.  At County Rd 186, the route goes east along the section line to the 
southeast corner of Township 126 Range 33 Section 30.  The route then follows the section line 
north to County Highway 17.  The route continues to the east along County Highway 17 to 
County Highway 35.  At County Highway 35, the route continues following County Highway 17 
south to 425th St.  At 425th St, the route heads east along the half-section line to 280th Ave.  The 
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route then goes south along 280th Ave to County Highway 17.  The route continues east along 
County Highway 17 to 190th Ave.  The route goes south along 190th Ave to the southern 
boundary of Township 126 Range 30 Section 18.  The route then travels east along the section 
line to 4th St.  At 4th St, the route continues east traveling along County Rd 151 to Spunk Creek.  
At Spunk Creek the route goes east through a field to the half section of Township 126 Range 
29 Section 19.  The route then follows the half-section line south to the center of Township 126 
Range 29 Section 19.  From the center of section 19, the route travels east along the half section 
line to a point 0.25 miles west of the center of Township 126 Range 29 Section 20.  From this 
point the route continues south to a point 0.25 miles west of County Rd 132 along the northern 
boundary of Township 126 Range 29 Section 32.  The route heads east from this point, 
following the section line to a point ¼ mile east of 115th Ave.  The route then heads south for 
0.75 mile and east 1.25 miles through a field  to the St Cloud-MP&L 115 kV Interconnection.  
The route follows the 115 kV line southeast and south to 91st Ave in Township 125 Range 29 
Section 26.  At 91st Ave the route heads east for 1.1 miles, south for 0.5 miles, east for 0.1 miles, 
and then south for 1.0 miles to 322nd St.  The route follows 322nd St west for 0.05 miles and then 
follows a field line south to Mullen Rd.  The route then heads southwest for 0.15 miles and then 
south for 1.15 miles through a field to the BNSF Railroad.  The route follows the BNSF railroad 
west for 0.15 miles and then travels south following the St Cloud-MP&L 115 kV 
Interconnection to the new Quarry Substation. 

ROUTE B 

Route B begins at the intersection of Route A and the County Highway 3 in Stearns County, 
MN.  The route travels south, following County Highway 3 to W Minnesota St west of Saint 
Joseph.  The route then follows W Minnesota St west to Interstate 94.  The route follows 
Interstate 94 southeast to MN 23.  The route then follows MN 23 northeast to the new Quarry 
Substation.  

ROUTE C 

Route C begins at the intersection of 360th St and County Highway 9 in Stearns County, MN.  
The route travels south along County Hwy 9 to Queens Rd.  The route follows Queens Rd east 
and south to the southwest corner of Township 125 Range 30 Section 14.  From this point the 
route travels east to the GRE Brockway Tap 69 kV transmission line.  The route follows the 
transmission line south to Interstate 94.  The route goes southeast along Interstate 94 to W 
Minnesota St.  From this point the route follows Route B to the new Quarry Substation. 

ROUTE D 

Route D deviates from the Preferred Route beginning at the intersection of Interstate 94 and 
Rimcrest Rd in Stearns County.  The route follows Interstate 94 southeast to the Freeport exit.  
At the Freeport exit, the route follows 7th St SE to the southeast, then crosses Interstate 94 and 
follows County Rd 157 southeast for 1.5 miles.  The route then continues southeast along 
Interstate 94 to the southeastern corner of Albany, MN.  At this point, the route follows the 
West St Cloud-Black Oak 69 kV transmission line to Interstate 94.  At the intersection of the 69 
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kV transmission line and Interstate 94, the route continues southeast and then east along 
Interstate 94.  Upon leaving Albany, the route follows Norway Rd east, crosses Interstate 94 and 
then follows County Rd 159 east.  The route continues east on County Rd 159 until the point 
where Norway Rd turns north.  At this point the route follows Norway Rd to the north.  Just 
before the BNSF railroad, Norway Rd turns to the east.  The route follows Norway Rd east to 
the BNSF railroad.  The route then follows the BNSF railroad south to County Highway 3.  
From this point the route follows Route B to the Quarry Substation. 

ROUTE E 

Route E begins by deviating from the Preferred Route 0.15 miles west of the intersection of 
Interstate 94 and Rimcrest Rd in Stearns County.  The Route travels south from this point to the 
southern boundary of Township 125 Range 32 Section 4.  At this location, the route heads east 
to Rimcrest Rd.  The route follows Rimcrest Rd south to County Highway 30.  The route 
follows County Highway 30 east to County Rd 174.  The route continues east on County Rd 174 
to the northeast corner of Township 125 Range 31 Section 30.  The route follows the section 
line south for 0.5 miles and then heads east to County Highway 10.  The route follows County 
Highway 10 northeast to Orchard Rd.  The route heads northeast along Orchard Rd to County 
Highway 41.  At County Highway 41 the route follows 340th St east to Sand Lake Rd.  The route 
heads south along Sand Lake Rd to Mapleview Rd.  The route continues south along Mapleview 
Rd to 300th St.  At 300th St route continues south along the section line for an additional 0.5 
miles and then heads east 0.5 miles to Clear Lake Rd.  The route travels south on Clear Lake Rd 
to 290th St.  The route heads east on 290th St to County Highway 9.  The route then goes south 
on County Highway 9 to 260th St.  The route continues east on 260th St to Island Lake Rd.  The 
route travels north on Island Lake Rd to County Rd 160.  The route then goes east on County 
Rd 160 for 1.4 miles.  After 1.4 miles the route continues east along the half-section line to the 
center of Township 124 Range 29 Section 27.  The route then heads southeast briefly and east 
until reaching the BNSF Railroad.  The route then follows the BNSF Railroad northeast to the 
Quarry Substation.  

ROUTE F: 

Route F begins by deviating from Route E near the intersection of County Hwy 10 and 239th 
Ave in Stearns County.  The route follows County Highway 10 south to County Highway 12.  
The route then follows County Highway 12 southeast to County Rd 111.  The route then 
follows County Rd 111 southeast for 1.0 miles.  When County Rd 111 turns to the northeast, the 
route crosses a field and heads east, following MN 23.  The route continues east along MN 23 
until the route crosses Main St on the eastern side of Cold Spring.  From here the route follows 
the BNSF railroad for 1.0 miles and then continues following MN 23 east and then north until 
the route crosses Township 123 Range 29 Section 4.  Here the route follows the BNSF railroad 
for 0.25 miles before continuing to follow MN 23 north for 0.75 miles, then following the BNSF 
railroad for 0.2 miles.  The route then continues following MN 23 northeast to the Quarry 
Substation. 
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ROUTE G: 

Route G begins by deviating from Route E at County Highway 30 and County Highway 11 in 
Stearns County.  The route follows County Highway 11 south to County Highway 12.  At this 
point the route follows Route H east. 

ROUTE H: 

Route H begins by deviating from the Preferred Route at the intersection of Interstate 94 and 
MN 237.  The route follows MN 237 south to County Hwy 30.  At County Hwy 30, the route 
continues south and then east following County Hwy 12 to County Rd 177.  The route then 
follows County Rd 177 east to County Highway 10.  At County Highway 10 the route continues 
southeast along County Highway 23 for 0.70 miles.  At this point the route goes east through a 
field for 2.1 miles to the eastern boundary of Township 124 Range 31 Section 29. 


