From: George Flavell

To: Suzanne Steinhauer (COMM);
George Flavell;
Subject: Greenvale Wind Farm Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 07, 2009 3:23:39 PM

Please reply confirming receipt of this e-mail.
Suzanne and Committee members,

Concerning: Greenvale Wind Farm
Sparks Energy, LLC; Medin Renewable Energy, LLC
Docket No: IP 6819, 6820/WS-09-722

My name is George Flavell and | am a resident within the proposed
project area.These comments are in addition to a previous e-mail sent.

Upon reviewing the attachment A map | noticed that turbines T4 & T5
sited to the south of 280th st. will cause dangerous flickering to

traffic traveling south on Galaxie ave. for a good portion of the

year. The same is true for traffic traveling south on Granada ave.
viewing turbines T1,T2 &T3. | recommend a study be done to determine
the effects of this.

PROPERTY VALUES: There was a study commissioned by a Calumet
County affiliate of the state Coalition for Wisconsin Environmental
Stewardship done in Fond du Lac County WI. which has stated that
property values near the wind farms have plummeted 30% to 40%. See
news release in The Milwaukee Journal:
http://www.jsonline.com/business/59088607.html

If you look closely at some studies which portray property value
increases. There are no dwellings on the properties and the property
owners are being paid lease payments from the wind farms, which
increase the value. Properties near wind farms with dwellings on them,
that do not receive lease payments are lower in value.

There are cases of people trying to secure refinancing for homes
within 2 1/2 mi. of a wind project that were refused based on a lower
appraised value as well as inability of home owners to sell properties
due to banks unwillingness to finance properties for same reason.

See Study of impacted property values;
http://www.wind-watch.org/docviewer.php?doc=AGO-WIND-TURBINE-IMPACT-
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PROPERTY VALUE ASSURANCE PLAN; I recommend that the developers
provide a Property Value Assurance Plan to assure that anyone within 2
mi. of said project be protected against losses due to property values
plummeting. The burden should be on the entitee that is making the
changes to our community. See sample
http://www.windaction.org/documents/4898

Since there is no mechanism set forth to require the developers to
provide a Property Value Assurance Plan | am requesting a CONTESTED
CASE HEARING on the matter using above references. The information
hoped to be gained would examine legal liabilities that the developers
have placed on themselves in placing wind turbines so close to
residential properties, based on current civil law. If civil law

allows for damages of property value loss, then the PUC should build
assurances into the permitting process to avoid future litigation.

DECOMMISSIONING; The permit proposal provides the developers to start
setting aside money in a fund for decommissioning in case of project
failure. What happens in the years Oyrs. -11 yrs.? This is

unsatisfactory.

GAS PIPELINE; There is a gas pipeline running north and south through
proposed project which has not been identified in the permitting
process. Set backs need to be considered with this.

Thank you for your sincere evaluation of these documents,

George & Merryn Flavell

George Flavell

6715 290th st w

Northfield, Mn. 55057

Phone: 507-645-9575

E-mail: georgeflavell@gmail.com
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Project: Greenvale Wind Farm
Large Wind Energy Conversion System
Submitted by Sparks Energy, LLC & Medin Renewable Energy, LLC
MPUC Docket Number IP 6819, 6820/WS-09-722

Petition for Contested Case Hearing
We request a contested case in the above referenced project. Under Minnesota Rule
7854.0900, Subp. 5, Any person may request in writing that a contested case hearing be
held on an application for a site permit for a proposed LWECS project.

The material facts at issue where the Applicant has not met its burden of proof include,
but are not limited to.

Community Notification:

The Applicant states in the Site Permit Application, Docket No. IP
6819,6820,WS-09-722, dated July 2009 and received July 6, 2009, under Section
5.2 Human Settlement, page 17:

“The applicants are working to build strong relationships in the community and
will address community concerns. The applicants invited all residents and land
owners within the proposed site and residents who live adjacent to the project to
two informational meetings. In addition, the applicants attended two township
meetings to present the proposal to board members and attendees. The applicants
have contacied those community members who have not responded to the meeting
invitations in an attempt to speak to them directly.”

Community Notification is a material fact at issue. The Applicant has not met its burden
of proof that demonstrates they have notified the community of their intent to apply for
permit with the PUC for the proposed Greenvale Wind Farm, LWECS as their
application states. There have not been any informational meetings that provided the
community a time to ask questions specific to this project prior to the Public Meeting
held on September 22, 2009, 15 days prior to public comment period expiration. The
events leading up to this are summarized below:

The residents of Greenvale Township never received a notice that they were hosting an
informational meeting to present the “Greenvale Wind Farm" Large Wind Energy
Conversion System prior to the submission of their application.

The Greenvale Town Board meeting records will show that at the June 16, 2009, David
Medin and Jim Sparks gave a presentation in regards to a wind generator and they are
interested in putting one up on land owned by Dave Medin in Greenvale. The records



also state that they have held two meetings for adjoining neighbors to see if they are
interested in putting them up also and there are permits required from the PUC to do this.
The board decided to hold a Public Hearing on June 30, 2009.

The Greenvale Town Board meeting records will show that at the Public Hearing on June
30, 2009, David Medin presented a plan for a twin blade windmill and would like to put
10 more up besides one on his own property. The record also notes that so far no one has
expressed any interest. The Board noted that they will do some research on this.

At the Greenvale Town Board meeting dated July 21, 2009, I received a copy of a letter
addressed to the Greenvale Town Board and other residents that was from David Medin,
Loeone Medin, Dan and Janet Medin, Jim Sparks and Anna Schmalzbauer, all know as
individual owners under this application submitted by Medin Renewable Energy, LLC
and Sparks Energy, LLC. In this letter, it is stated by the Applicant that:

“As we mentioned at the township meeting, our goal was to place the one turbine,
then 10 more within the 837 acres of the project. The PUC strongly encouraged
us to work with them in obtaining site approvals for all eleven turbines, as they
are familiar with the laws, the procedures that must be followed, the requirements
that must be met, they adhere to a definite timeline, and are able to give us the
guidance and direction we need. Working with the PUC guarantees that we will
meet all state guidelines for not only the one turbine we discussed with you, but
for the ten additional turbines as well. If we are granted PUC approval, we
would subsequently request the building permits from the Greenvale Township
Board.”

“The PUC has informed us that they will hold a meeting in your area on July 30
and will announce the meeting in local publications.”

I am not aware that any meeting was held by the PUC in our area.

The first Public Information Meeting was held September 22, 2009 at the Greenvale
Town Hall. This was the first meeting held where residents were provided the
opportunity to ask questions regarding the Greenvale Wind Farm, LWECS. At this
meeting, many questions were asked by residents but most could not be answered by
either the PUC or the Applicant.

The material issue of fact is that the Applicant did not convey to the community their
intent to apply for a permit for the Greenvale Wind Farm, LWECS, and therefore the
residents of this community were never aware of this but were only aware of their desire
to put up a single turbine and were looking to see if others would be interested in putting
up more.
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The comment was made about how the approval of one turbine will mean turbines
sprouting up all over the township. That just won’t happen. We have been researching
and studying wind energy for three years. Many state and federal agencies are involved.
We have five people working almost full time dealing with the countless decisions that
must be made about manufacturing, engineering, financing, leasing and legal issues and
plowing through the labyrinth of regulations.

These complex issues led us to a meeting with the Public Utilities Commission. As we
mentioned at the township meeting, our goal was to place the one turbine, then 10 more
within the 837 acres of the project. The PUC strongly encouraged us to work with them
in obtaining site approvals for all eleven turbines, as they are familiar with the laws, the
procedures that must be followed, the requirements that must be met, they adhere to a
definite timeline, and are able to give us the guidance and direction we need. Working
with the PUC guarantees that we will meet all state guidelines for not only the one
turbine we discussed with you, but for the ten additional turbines as well. If we are
granted PUC approval, we would subsequently request the building permits from the
Greenvale Township Board.

The PUC has informed us that they will hold a meeting in your area on July 30 and will
announce the meeting in local publications.

In an era of steady population growth and ever increasing demand for energy, devastating
climate change, and instability in oil producing countries, we ask your support for
Greenvale wind energy. It’s the right thing to do.

We welcome your comments and questions,

David Medin
612-701-9281

Leone Medin
612-701-9283

Dan and Janet Medin
763-458-9946

Jim Sparks
651-214-8818

Anna Schmalzbaver
612-232-3207
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Project: Greenvale Wind Farm

Large Wind Energy Conversion System
Submitted by Sparks Entergy, LL.C & Medin Renewable Energy, LLC
MPUC Docket Number IP 6819, 6820/WS-09-722

Petition for Contested Case Hearing

We request a contested case in the above referenced project. Under Minnesota Rule
7854.0900, Subp. 5, Any person may request in writing that a contested case hearing be
held on an application for a site permit for a proposed LWECS project.

The material facts at issue are:

Noise Setback:

The Draft Permit, Docket No. IP 6819,6820,WS-09-722, under Section 111, C, 2.
Residence, page 6, reads as follows:

“Wind turbine towers shall not be located closer than 500 feet from the nearest
residence, or the distance required to comply with the noise standards for Noise
Area Classification 1, established by the MPCA (paragraph I11.E.3), whichever is
greater.”

and,

The Draft Permit, Docket No. IP 6819,6820,WS-09-722, under Section III, E, 3.
Noise, page 8 reads as follows:

“The wind turbine towers shall be placed such that the Permittee shall comply
with noise standards established as of the date of this Permit by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency at all times at all appropriate locations. The noise
standards are found in Minnesota Rules Chapter 7030. Turbines shall be moved
or modified or removed from service if necessary to comply with this condition.
The Permittee or its contractor may install and operate turbines, as close as the
minimum setback required in this Permit but in all cases shall comply with PCA
noise standards.”

“The Permittee shall be required to comply with this condition with respect to all
homes or other receptors in place as of the time of construction, but not with
respect to such receptors built after construction of the towers.”

and, but not limited to,



Notice of Draft Permit and Public Information Meeting, issued September 3,
2009, Docket No. 1P 6819,6829,WS-09-722, page 3 reads as follows:

“Eminent Domain for Sparks Energy, LLC, and Medin Renewable Energy,
LLC

The Applicants do not have the power of eminent domain to acquire the land or
wind rights for the Project. Wind and land rights necessary to build the facility
must be in the form of voluntary easements or lease agreements between
individual landowners and the Applicant(s).”

Both of these are material facts of issue. Under Section 111, C, 2, uses nearest residence
as the point to begin the setback measurement and not a property line. Under Section 111,
E, 3, refers to homes or other receptors in place as of the time of construction, but not
with respect to such receptors built after construction of the towers.

The material fact of issue here is that the setback measurement should be from the
property line of any landowner that the applicant does not have control of in the form of
voluntary easements or lease agreements. This is supported, as stated on the Notice of
Draft Permit and Public Information Meeting that the Applicants do not have the power
of eminent domain.
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