
From: George Flavell
To: Suzanne Steinhauer (COMM); 

George Flavell; 
Subject: Greenvale Wind Farm Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 07, 2009 3:23:39 PM

Please reply confirming receipt of this e-mail. 
 
Suzanne and Committee members, 
 
Concerning:  Greenvale Wind Farm 
Sparks Energy, LLC; Medin Renewable Energy, LLC 
 Docket No:  IP 6819, 6820/WS-09-722 
 
My name is George Flavell and I am a resident within the proposed 
project area.These comments are in addition to a previous e-mail sent. 
 
Upon reviewing the attachment A map I noticed that turbines T4 & T5 
sited to the south of 280th st. will cause dangerous flickering to 
traffic traveling south on Galaxie ave. for a good portion of the 
year. The same is true for traffic traveling south on Granada ave. 
viewing turbines T1,T2 &T3. I recommend a study be done to determine 
the effects of this. 
 
PROPERTY VALUES: There was a study commissioned by a Calumet 
County affiliate of the state Coalition for Wisconsin Environmental 
Stewardship done in Fond du Lac County WI. which has stated that 
property values near the wind farms have plummeted 30% to 40%.  See 
news release in The Milwaukee Journal: 
http://www.jsonline.com/business/59088607.html 
 
If you look closely at some studies which portray property value 
increases. There are no dwellings on the properties and the property 
owners are being paid lease payments from the wind farms, which 
increase the value. Properties near wind farms with dwellings on them, 
that do not receive lease payments are lower in value. 
 
There are cases of people trying to secure refinancing for homes 
within 2 1/2 mi. of a wind project that were refused based on a lower 
appraised value as well as inability of home owners to sell properties 
due to banks unwillingness to finance properties for same reason. 
 
See Study of impacted property values; 
http://www.wind-watch.org/docviewer.php?doc=AGO-WIND-TURBINE-IMPACT-
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STUDY.pdf 
 
  PROPERTY VALUE ASSURANCE PLAN; I recommend that the developers 
provide a Property Value Assurance Plan to assure that anyone within 2 
mi. of said project be protected against losses due to property values 
plummeting. The burden should be on the entitee that is making the 
changes to our community.  See sample 
http://www.windaction.org/documents/4898 
 
Since there is no mechanism set forth to require the developers to 
provide a Property Value Assurance Plan I am requesting a CONTESTED 
CASE HEARING on the matter using above references. The information 
hoped to be gained would examine legal liabilities that the developers 
have placed on themselves in placing wind turbines so close to 
residential properties, based on current civil law. If civil law 
allows for damages of property value loss, then the PUC should build 
assurances into the permitting process to avoid future litigation. 
 
DECOMMISSIONING;  The permit proposal provides the developers to start 
setting aside money in a fund for decommissioning in case of project 
failure. What happens in the years 0yrs. -11 yrs.? This is 
unsatisfactory. 
 
GAS PIPELINE; There is a gas pipeline running north and south through 
proposed project which has not been identified in the permitting 
process. Set backs need to be considered with this. 
 
Thank you for your sincere evaluation of these documents, 
 
George & Merryn Flavell 
 
 
 
-- 
George Flavell 
6715 290th st w 
Northfield, Mn. 55057 
Phone: 507-645-9575 
E-mail: georgeflavell@gmail.com 
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