e officeof STATE OF MINNESOTA
—rgc“mgggy Office of Energy Security

Issued: February 12, 2010

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

In the Matter of the
Nashwauk Public Utilities Commission
Minnesota Power
HVTL Route Permit Application
Essar Steel Transmission Line Project

PUC Docket Number: E280/TL-09-512

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security
(OES) announces the availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Essar
Steel Transmission Line Project for public comment, as well as the date, location and time for the
public meeting.

Copies of the DEIS can be obtained through the OES Project Manager and maybe viewed at the
Public Utilities Commission (Commission) web site:

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?1d=24526

Copies will also be available for viewing, by February 19, 2010, at the following public libraries:

Hibbing Public Library Calumet Library

2020 East 5™ Ave Gary Street & 3" Ave.
Hibbing, MN 55746 Calumet, MN 55716
218-362-5959 218-247-3108

Grand RaEPids Library Keewatin Public Library
140 NE 2™ St. 125 W 3 Ave

Grand Rapids, MN Keewatin, MN 55753
218-326-7640 218-778-6377

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on the draft EIS.

Wednesday, March 10, 2010 - 6:00 PM
Taconite Community Center
26 Haynes Street
Taconite, MN 55786


http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=24526

Representatives from the OES and Xcel Energy will be available to answer questions about the
permitting process and the proposed project. The OES will accept written comments on the draft EIS
until March 26, 2010. Written comments should be mailed to Bill Storm (bill.storm@state.mn.us),
Minnesota Department of Commerce, 85 7" Place, Suite 500, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198.

Comments may also be submitted on the Commission’s energy facility permitting website:

http://www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us

Project Description

NPUC and MP propose to construct four 230 kV transmission lines and two 230 kV substations. The
purpose of the project is to supply reliable electric power to a single source entity - Essar Steel
Minnesota (ESM). ESM has obtained state approvals to reactivate the former Butler Taconite mine
by developing new facilities, including a taconite pellet plant and steel production plant. The Essar
taconite pellet facility is expected to commence initial operation by early 2011, with initial steel plant
operation planned for early 2014, at which time the projected demand would be approximately 300
megawatts. Although not committed to, ESM has site approvals for a second steel slab melt line,
which would increase the ESM facilities’ total electric power requirements to approximately 500-550
megawatts if constructed and at full operation.

The four routes would require approximately 37 miles of new transmission lines.

Additional information on the route permitting process is available on the Commission’s energy
facility permitting website: http://www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/TransmissionLines.html

Eminent Domain
If issued a route permit by the Commission, NPUC/MP may exercise the power of eminent domain to
acquire land for this project pursuant to Minnesota Stat. 216E.12.

Project Documents

A more detailed explanation of the proposed project is contained in the NPUC/MP route permit
application. An electronic version of the application and other documents relevant to this matter are
available on the PUC website at: http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?1d=24526 or on
eDockets by entering “09” and “512” at: https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp

Persons interested in adding their names to the project mailing list should contact the OES project
manager or public advisor, or register online at the above PUC site.

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by calling
651- 201-2202 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (TTY relay service).

I'\EQB\Power Plant Siting\Projects - Active\MP - Essar Steel HVTL\Notice\NOTICE DEIS Release & Public Meeting.doc


mailto:bill.storm@state.mn.us
http://www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=24526
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp

