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From: Kempf, Dave GRE/MG
To: "biill.storm@state.mn.us"; 
cc: Porter, Jay GRE/MG; Mickelson, Tim GRE/MG; Seeling, Rick CO-OP/LCP; Schmidt, Carole GRE/


MG; 
Subject: Essar Steel Transmission Line Project E280/TL-09-512
Date: Monday, August 10, 2009 12:49:10 PM
Attachments: Essar EIS-8-10-2009.doc 


Shoal Lake Map with ESM Transmission.pdf 


Bill,
 
Attached are Great River Energy’s comments to the Essar Steel Transmission Line Project.  I have also 
attached a map showing Great River Energy’s interest in the area based on what was submitted in the 
past to the State of MN through the biennial process.  On the map is past plans called Lawrence Lake 
and Shoal Lake.  Now that Lake Country Power has acquired a site for Shoal Lake, Great River Energy 
now has a site to construct to.
 
Thank you,
 
David Kempf, PE
Principal Transmission Planning Engineer
Great River Energy
763-445-5956
Cell 612-801-4570
 


NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: The information contained in this message from
Great River Energy and any attachments are confidential and intended
only for the named recipient(s). If you have received this message in 
error, you are prohibited from copying, distributing or using the
information. Please contact the sender immediately by return email and
delete the original message.
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August 10, 2009



Mr. Bill Storm, Project Manager


Minnesota Department of Commerce



85 7th Place East, Suite 500



St. Paul, MN  55101-2198



RE:  PUC Docket # E280/TL-09-512



Dear Mr. Storm:


Great River Energy is providing the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) and the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Office of Energy Security (OES) the following comments on the Nashwauk Public Utilities Commission/Minnesota Power HVTL Route Permit Application, Essar Steel Transmission Line Project and the scope of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).



Great River Energy has been working with Minnesota Power on establishing a new load service for Lake Country Power within the vicinity of the Essar plant as identified in the Minnesota Biennial Transmission Plan as #2003-NE-N9.  This project has been referred to as the Shoal Lake or Lawrence Lake project whereby Lake Country Power’s Nashwauk and Crooked Lake load, currently served from a weak 23 kV transmission line, will be consolidated to a new single substation called Shoal Lake that will be served from the nearby 115 kV system.



Great River Energy has delayed construction of this project per concerns that the Essar project would ultimately overtake a new 115 kV corridor established for Shoal Lake, thus resulting in unnecessary expenditure of capital for a short-term line.


The Lake Country Power summer and winter load is stressing the existing 23 kV system and is in need of replacement based on age.  Great River Energy will need to make some sort of transmission investment within the next five years.



Therefore, Great River Energy is asking OES to include in the scope of the EIS a scenario for Route 1 that would allow for double circuit structures that carry 230 kV and 115 kV conductors from basically the Essar Steel Plant Substation to CSAH 56, which is about five miles north of the Essar plant.  This would eliminate the need to open up yet 
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another transmission corridor when Great River Energy seeks a permit to establish a 115 kV line to serve the Lake Country Power needs.  At CSAH 56, the Great River Energy line would head west approximately 2.5 miles with a single circuit 115 kV line to the Lake Country Power Shoal Lake property.  The Great River Energy 115 kV line would tie into the rerouted Boswell-Nashwauk 115 kV line that is proposed to be north of the Essar plant.



Great River Energy realizes that a route permit structured in such a fashion may result in some logistical/timing issues, but the intent of the request is to coordinate inter-utility transmission planning to minimize new transmission corridors in the State.



Respectfully submitted,



Jay A Porter, P.E.



Supervisor, Transmission System Planning



Great River Energy
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