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From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Storm, Bill (COMM); 
Subject: Oppmann Wed Mar 10 16:34:52 2010 E002/TL-09-38
Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 4:35:21 PM


 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: www.energyfacilities.puc.
state.mn.us/publicComments.html 
 
You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project.  
 
Project Name: Xcel Energy Hiawatha 115 kV Transmission Line Project 
 
Docket number: E002/TL-09-38 
 
User Name: Hillary Oppmann 
 
County: Hennepin County 
 
City: Minneapolis 
 
Email: hillary.oppmann@gmail.com 
 
Phone: 612-724-8110 
 
Impact:  I live two blocks from the Midtown Greenway and use it nearly every 
day either biking or walking, often with my two children. It is a fantastic amenity 
for the City and one that should be protected in the same way a park would be, 
even though it is not classified as such. Minneapolis is the envy of many cities 
for our beautiful urban greenway. We should treat it carefully, recognizing its 
historic sightlines and role as a place where people go not just to commute from 
point A to point B, but to garden, exercise, play, meet friends and build 
community. 
 
 
 
I made comments at the public meeting but wanted to reiterate that the option 
of putting the lines underground should be given the fullest exploration, along 
with the option of paying for it by spreading the costs across the widest possible 
rate base. Burying the lines would significantly mitigate the impacts of the new 
power line on the neighbors and users of the Greenway, and burying the lines 
under 28th Street (or some other street) would allow for future development of 
transit on the south edge of the Greenway. It is very important that the impacts 
to future transit options be detailed. 
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I would like to see more analysis of the impacts from locating the Hiawatha West 
substation on the current green space. This is a significant green space for the 
nearby neighborhoods and Greenway users and has been the focus of 
neighborhood efforts to preserve and enhance it for over 10 years. It is the 
largest such open space that the Greenway passes through on this side of town, 
an area notably lacking in large green space until you get to the River. In 2007 a 
community design process led to a native landscaping plan for the site that was 
implemented over two years with funding support from the Midtown Community 
Works Partnership and a large grant from MNDOT. Hundreds of community 
volunteers came out to plant several hundred native trees and shrubs over the 
last two years on Arbor Day. I was a part of all of the planning meetings in my 
role as a Community Organizer for the Longfellow Community Council and it 
came as a great surprise to find out last winter that Xcel wanted to build a 
substation on the site. 
 
 
 
If the substation is relocated to a nearby industrial building (a more appropriate 
location), and the lines are buried, I want to understand better where the lines 
would come above ground and how to minimize their impact on this area. Where 
would the existing above ground lines connect to the new substation or power 
lines? It should be as far from the area of the greenspace, trail junctions, and 
Sabo Bridge as possible. 
 
 
 
I hope the final draft of the EIS will include additional views showing the 
substation locations and the connecting lines from the vantage point of users of 
the Midtown Greenway, the Sabo Bridge and the LRT. 
 
 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hillary Oppmann 
 
Mitigation: 
 







Submission date: Wed Mar 10 16:34:52 2010 
 
 
 
This information has also been entered into a centralized database for 
future analysis. 
 
For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact: 
 
Andrew Koebrick 
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us 





