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From: Amy Gaalswyk
To: Bill.Storm@state.mn.us; 
Subject: EIS for Xcel Hiawatha Project
Date: Thursday, July 09, 2009 8:49:58 AM


Dear Bill, 
 
I am writing regarding the Environmental Impact Statement for Xcel 
Energy's proposed Hiawatha Project. As a longtime member of the 
Midtown Greenway Coalition, I am concerned about the effect this project 
would have on the Greenway environment. The Greenway is a treasured 
amenity serving South Minneapolis, and it took many long years to 
establish as the quiet and scenic walking/biking corridor it is today. If high-
voltage power lines were placed along the Greenway, this would very 
negatively impact users' enjoyment of the trail, and possibly their health. 
The EIS for the Hiawatha Project should take into consideration all the 
work that has been done to establish this green corridor cutting through 
the heart of the city and just how much that work would be set back by 
the addition of the new power lines. One of the things that makes 
Minneapolis special is the value we place on our parks and trails; we need 
to continue to fight to protect them!  
 
Think of the uproar there would be if a power company proposed 
mounting such power lines through New York's Central Park or San 
Francisco's Golden Gate Park. The Midtown Greenway may not be so large 
and high-profile a green space, but it is still valued by the adjacent 
communities and the many bikers it serves for recreational and commuting 
purposes. The EIS should consider the negative impact the power lines 
would have on the quality of all of these people's lives, as the power lines 
would degrade the overall quality of the Greenway as a natural space. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this message. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Gaalswyk 
Minneapolis 
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