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The following agency / community organization correspondences have been received by Xcel 
Energy regarding the Hiawatha Project.  Where applicable, resolutions and/or meeting minutes 
provided along with the correspondences are attached. 
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1) Minneapolis City Council Resolution; February 6, 2009  



The following pages are an excerpt from the Minneapolis City Council’s February 6, 2009 official 
proceedings document.  Only those pages which refer to Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project have been 
included. 
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FEBRUARY 6, 2009

MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING OF
FEBRUARY 6, 2009

(Published February 14, 2009, in Finance and Commerce)

Council Chamber
350 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 6, 2009 - 9:30 a.m.
Council President Johnson in the Chair.
Present - Council Members Ostrow, Schiff, Lilligren, Colvin Roy, Glidden, Remington, Benson,

Goodman, Hodges, Samuels, Gordon, Hofstede, President Johnson.
Lilligren moved adoption of the agenda.  Seconded.
Adopted upon a voice vote 2/6/2009.
Absent - Colvin Roy.
Lilligren moved acceptance of the minutes of the regular meeting and the adjourned session held

January 23, 2009.  Seconded.
Adopted upon a voice vote 2/6/2009.
Absent - Schiff, Colvin Roy.
Lilligren moved referral of petitions and communications and reports of the City officers to the proper

Council committees and departments.  Seconded.
Adopted upon a voice vote 2/6/2009.
Absent - Schiff, Colvin Roy.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (See Rep):
COORDINATOR (273254)
Receive and file City and Departmental Response to the 2006 Employee Survey.
Appointments by the Mayor and Council to the Neighborhood and Community Engagement

Commission.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
COMMUNITY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (273255)
Land Sale (2745 Park Ave S).

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (See Rep):
COMMUNITY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (273256)
2009 Single-Family Housing Program.
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Entitlement Issuers:  Authorizing Finance Officer to sign agreement with other issues to allow
transfer of bonding authority to Mpls.

Project for Pride in Living:  Authorize City participation in & approval of the Phillips Partnership
Second Mortgage Loan Program.

Standard Parking (re Parcel A, northeast side of 2nd St S between 3rd & 5th Aves S): Operating
Agreement for parking operation & maintenance.

Great Streets Façade Improvement Program Administration:  Contracts with African Development
Center, Field Regina Northrop Neighborhood Association & Victory Neighborhood Association.

Minnesota Shubert Performing Arts & Education Center:  One year extension to Redevelopmetn
Agreement & Promissory Note.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT and TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC WORKS and W&M/BUDGET
(See Rep):

PUBLIC WORKS AND ENGINEERING (273257)
25th Ave SE Extension Construction Project No. 6734: Authorizing acquisition of properties for the

25th Ave portion of SEMI/University Research Park infrastructure.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT and WAYS & MEANS/BUDGET (See Rep):
COMMUNITY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (273258)
Metropolitan Council’s Livable Communities Demonstration Account (LCDA) & Local Housing

Incentives Account (LHIA) Grant Awards: Acceptance & appropriation of grant awards.
Minneapolis Advantage Program for 2009:  Acceptance of grant from Federal Home Loan Bank;

revision of MAP guidelines; authoring amendment to Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation contract.

ELECTIONS:
ATTORNEY (273259)
Instant Runoff Voting:  IRV lawsuit status report.
CITY CLERK (273260)
Ranked Choice Voting:  Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) Implementation report.

HEALTH, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT (See Rep):
CITY COUNCIL (273261)
Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal (The Hiawatha Project): Public comments.
PUBLIC WORKS AND ENGINEERING (273262)
Indoor Space Temperature Policy:  Adopt policy for all City of Minneapolis owned and operated

facilities.
XCEL ENERGY (273263)
Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal (The Hiawatha Project): PowerPoint.

HEALTH, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT and WAYS & MEANS/BUDGET (See Rep):
COMMUNITY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (273264)
Minnesota Family Investment Program: Execute contract with Hennepin County to receive

$466,344 for operation of MFIP Program during calendar year 2009.
REGULATORY SERVICES (273265)
Lead Safe Training: Accept $10,000 grant from Minnesota Department of Health to train property

owners and contractors who will be remodeling, rehabilitating and renovating properties built before 1978;
and Approve appropriation.
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Comm Dev & W&M/Budget - Your Committee, having under consideration the Minneapolis
Advantage Program (MAP) for 2009, now recommends:

a)  Acceptance of a grant from Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB) in the amount of $1,500,000 to
support a new phase of the MAP, and that the proper City officers be authorized to sign any necessary
agreements with the FHLB related to this grant;

b)  Approval of the MAP guideline revisions regarding conditions to new funding, as outlined in the
Department of Community Planning & Economic Development (CPED) staff report;

c)  That the proper City officers be authorized to amend the Greater Metropolitan Housing
Corporation (GMHC) contract to include $1,500,000 of FHLB funds and $500,000 of UDAG funds to
cover program costs, and $220,000 mortgage program funds to cover administrative costs;

d)  Passage of the accompanying resolution increasing the appropriation in the Department of
Community Planning and Economic Development to reflect the receipt of grant funds, and to pay for
GMHC’s and Community Reinvestment Funds contractural services.

Adopted 2/6/2009.

RESOLUTION 2009R-041
By Goodman and Ostrow

Amending the 2009 General Appropriation Resolution.

Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:
That the above-entitled resolution, as amended, be further amended as follows:
a) Increasing the appropriation in the Department of Community Planning and Economic

Development Grants-Other Fund (01600-8900000-8900220) by $1,500,000;
b)  Increasing the CPED revenue source in the Grants-Other Fund (01600-8900900-321404) by

$1,500,000; and
c)  Increasing the appropriation in the CPED Residential Housing Fund (01SRF-8900000-8900220)

by $220,000, from the available fund balance.
Adopted 2/6/2009.

The ELECTIONS Committee submitted the following report:
Elections - Your Committee, having under consideration Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) implementation,

now recommends that staff be directed to proceed with a dual track; undertaking IRV implementation
activities while preparing a contingency plan which includes a primary election.

Adopted 2/6/2009.  Yeas, 12; Nays, 1 as follows:
Yeas - Schiff, Lilligren, Colvin Roy, Glidden, Remington, Benson, Goodman, Hodges, Samuels,

Gordon, Hofstede, Johnson.
Nays - Ostrow.

The HEALTH, ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT Committee submitted the following reports:
HE&E – Your Committee recommends adoption of a new Indoor Space Temperature Policy for all

City of Minneapolis owned and operated facilities.
(Petn No 273262)

Adopted 2/6/2009.

HE&E – Your Committee recommends passage of the accompanying resolution regarding Xcel
Energy’s Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal.

Adopted 2/6/2009.

Resolution 2009R-042, regarding Xcel Energy’s Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal, was
adopted 2/6/2009 by the City Council.  A complete copy of this resolution is available for public
inspection in the office of the City Clerk.
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The following is the complete text of the unpublished summarized resolution.

RESOLUTION 2009R-042
By Schiff, Lilligren and Gordon

Regarding Xcel Energy’s Midtown High Voltage Power Line Proposal.

Whereas, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project”, a project in which Xcel Energy would
construct and operate high voltage power lines along the Midtown Greenway and/or a nearby parallel
roadway between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W and construct two new substations—one near Hiawatha
Avenue and one near I-35W; and

Whereas, some businesses in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor have experienced
electricity quality or supply issues that have adversely affected them; and

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis supports the continued economic development in the Lake
Street/Midtown Greenway corridor with higher density developed as encouraged through the City’s
Midtown Greenway Land Use and Development Plan; and

Whereas, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves thousands
of users daily most months of the year and has served as the catalyst for development along its edges;
and

Whereas, high voltage power lines are incompatible with the character of neighborhoods in
Midtown, creating visual pollution in the corridor, negatively impact property values and diminishing the
potential for future development; and

Whereas, at least four community organizations in the impacted area have opposed the project
and/or called for delaying it to allow for studying alternative methods of abating power requirements or
supplying the electric power as well as load management through means such as Smart Grid; and

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis’ Sustainability Initiatives related Climate Change and Renewable
Energy support the pursuit alternatives to traditional methods of supplying electricity for users in our
city; and

Whereas, Xcel Energy is working on a needs assessment for the Hiawatha Project that would
accompany its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission but whose content has
not yet been completed or made public;

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:
That the City of Minneapolis believes that the time is now to pursue the production of electricity

more responsibly, the delivering of electricity more intelligently, and the consuming of electricity more
efficiently.

Be It Further Resolved that the City of Minneapolis recommends that Xcel Energy delay its routing
permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for the Hiawatha Project and provide
greater detail regarding the current and future electricity needs that the project is planned to address,
as well as a thorough analysis of aggressive alternative methods to abate and/or supply the electricity
that is needed.

Be It Further Resolved that if such an analysis is undertaken and fails to yield a successful
alternative approach to the need for high voltage power lines in Midtown; that the preferred route for the
new high voltage transmission lines is underground below 28th Street East, and that the cost of burying
the line should be born by the maximum number of rate payers; and that the City of Minneapolis and
Xcel explore burying all present and future high voltage lines.

Adopted 2/6/2009.

The HEALTH, ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT and WAYS & MEANS/BUDGET Committees
submitted the following reports:

HE&E & W&M/Budget – Your Committee recommends that the proper City officers be authorized
to execute amendment #3 to contract #A052146 with Hennepin County to receive $466,344 for the
operation of the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) during the period January 1 through
December 31, 2009.

Adopted 2/6/2009.



2) Midtown Greenway Coalition Correspondence and Resolution; April 3, 2009  



From: Tim Springer [mailto:tim@midtowngreenway.org]  
Sent: Friday, April 03, 2009 4:29 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: Adelmann, Paul; Mirzayi, Betty; Rasmussen, Pamela Jo; Callahan, David G 
Subject: Resolution re Hiawatha Project 

Hi Ms. Asah,   
 
I am emailing with the resolution adopted by the Midtown Greenway Coalition regarding Xcel's 
Hiawatha Project.  This resolution is attached.  I noticed from your web site that Xcel will be 
including as attachments to your PUC route permit application the resolutions on the project that 
you are aware of.   I thought I better leave nothing to chance and make sure I sent to you the 
Midtown Greenway Coalition's resolution even though you have probably already downloaded it 
from our web site.     
 
A number of the neighborhoods along the Midtown Greenway have also adopted resolutions, 
most of them modeled after the Coalition's and often with neighborhood-specific variations.  I 
have requested that they each submit to you their resolutions as well.  These neighborhoods all 
have a seat on the Midtown Greenway Coalition board.   
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

Tim Springer  
Executive Director  
Midtown Greenway Coalition  
2834 10th Avenue South  
Greenway Level Suite 2  
Minneapolis, MN  55407  
612-879-0105  
tim@midtowngreenway.org 

 

mailto:tim@midtowngreenway.org�


 

 

Midtown Greenway Coalition     

Resolution 2 regarding Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project, Approved January 22, 2009 

WHEREAS Xcel Energy announced on January 14, 2009 its recommend substation sites and 
high voltage transmission line route as follows:  

·      The Hiawatha Substation is proposed for a location south of the Midtown Greenway trails 
east of Hiawatha Avenue; 

·      The Midtown Substation is proposed for a location on the north edge of the Midtown 
Greenway corridor west of Oakland Avenue; 

·      Two 115-kilovolt transmission lines are proposed to be suspended overhead on poles with 
footings on the street-level edges of the Midtown Greenway from Hiawatha Avenue to 
Oakland Avenue; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition recognizes that some Lake Street businesses are 
experiencing electricity supply and quality problems that negatively impact them; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition supports the provision of reliable electric power for 
area businesses and residences; 

WHEREAS Xcel has not yet explored alternatives its proposed Hiawatha Project to the 
satisfaction of the Midtown Greenway Coalition, where alternatives could include a combination 
of: aggressive conservation; local distributed power generation such as photovoltaic panels; 
distribution system upgrades; and state of the art load management such as Smart Grid to 
shave peak demands; 

WHEREAS Xcel recommends locating its Hiawatha Substation on land that has been targeted 
for public greenspace by the Seward and greater Longfellow communities and the Midtown 
Greenway Coalition at the nexus of the Midtown Greenway, the Hiawatha LRT Trail, and our 
region’s only existing Light Rail Transit line, and the pursuit of additional public greenspace on 
the Greenway has been supported by numerous other Greenway neighborhoods citywide; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Midtown Greenway Coalition continues to 
oppose Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project for reasons identified above and in its December 3 
resolution (attached) and further: 

·      Opposes the placement of substations and high voltage lines at Xcel’s recommended 
locations along the Midtown Greenway, and; 

·      Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines elsewhere along the Midtown 
Greenway including underground along the rim of the Midtown Greenway or at trail 
elevation, or overhead lines with pole footings at trail elevation, should such an 
alternatives scenarios be proposed, and; 

·      Will do its best to represent its interests throughout Xcel’s project approval process 
and empower communities along the Midtown Greenway to represent their interests 
as well.



 

 

 

MIDTOWN GREENWAY COALITION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO 

XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT 

December 3, 2008 

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project,” a plan in which Xcel Energy 
would construct and operate high voltage power lines along or near the Midtown Greenway 
corridor between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W and add two substations adjacent to or near the 
Midtown Greenway – one near Hiawatha Avenue and one near I-35W; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves 
thousands of users daily and has served as the catalyst for development along its edges; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition (the Coalition) supports the continued economic 
development in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor, including electrically powered rail 
transit in the Midtown Greenway, and the necessary infrastructure to accommodate this future 
development; 

WHEREAS, high voltage power lines will create visual pollution in the corridor, degrade the user 
experience in the Greenway, and negatively impact property values and the potential for future 
development; 

WHEREAS, the presence of new power lines would be a potential health hazard in an area 
already disproportionately impacted by pollution, and representatives from impacted 
neighborhoods recommend that the well-being of local residents take highest priority; 

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy is working on a needs assessment for the Hiawatha Project that will 
accompany its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) but this 
needs assessment has not yet been completed or made public; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition would like to meaningfully explore an aggressive 
combination of less invasive solutions to the power issues that exist in south Minneapolis 
including modernizing distribution equipment, conserving energy, using distributed generation 
from renewable sources such as solar, improving existing substations, and implementing ‘smart 
grid’ technology; 

WHEREAS research into alternatives to the proposed substations and power lines will take time 
and the current timeline proposed by Xcel Energy of one more public meeting in January 2009 
prior to submitting a permit application to the PUC in January or February 2009 does not allow 
enough time for this research; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition has received expressions of interest to collaborate 
on researching and evaluating alternatives to the Hiawatha Project from a number of parties 
with relevant capacities and constituencies.   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 



 

 

The Midtown Greenway Coalition currently opposes Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project in the 
project notification area.  

The Coalition may reassess its opposition if a comprehensive needs assessment demonstrates 
that a power supply increase in south Minneapolis of the magnitude proposed is justified and all 
alternatives, as proposed and evaluated by Xcel and independent parties, are explored in good 
faith and found not to adequately address the needs, and appropriate mitigation measures are 
developed with community involvement and included in implementation plans and budgets.  The 
needs assessment should provide the information required for affected neighborhoods, 
Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, the Lake Street Council, the Midtown Greenway 
Coalition and other stakeholders to work as a team with Xcel Energy to explore the best ways to 
abate and/or meet local future electricity demand. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: 

The Midtown Greenway Coalition asks Xcel Energy to delay its permit application to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission until alternatives to the project can be researched by 
Xcel and independent groups including the Midtown Greenway Coalition and all parties can 
agree on the adequacy and objectiveness of such an alternatives analysis. 



3) Midtown Philips Neighborhood Association, Inc. Correspondence; April 4, 2009  



From: Shirley Heyer [mailto:shirleymidtownphillips@msn.com]  
Sent: Saturday, April 04, 2009 7:08 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S; Tim Springer 
Subject: Midtown Phillips Neighborhood Association, Inc.'s motions concerning Xcel Energy 

Dear Raelynn, 
 
Here are the minute items from two MPNAI regular monthly members meetings concerning 
your expansion plans in our neighborhood. 
 
I am copying this to Tim Springer of the Midtown Greenway Coalition per his request. 
 
 
Motion from MPNAI's regular monthly members meeting Jan. 13, 2009 
7.    XCEL ENERGY EXPANSION UPDATE: Xcel energy is planning to expand into the Phillips 
Neighborhood.  The following six-part motion was approved unanimously (motion by Shirley 
Heyer and 2nd by Steve Wentworth):   
a.    We support the formation and participation of a grass-roots group that is meeting on 
this issue. 
b.    We will write a letter of appreciation to Abbott Northwestern Hospital for their support 
of neighborhood health and maintaining a good relationship with community members. 
c.    We support the Minneapolis Council Members who recognize that this issue is city-wide, 
and we need to find solutions that help the entire city. 
d.    We strongly desire that lines be place underground, preferably under E. 28th Street, 
and not on towers that take away from the beauty of our community and present a greater 
health risk to our community, especially to the children. 
e.    We do not support the placement of lines (either by towers or underground) in the area 
of the Midtown Greenway. 
f.    We support the creation of a PUC (Public Utilities Commission) citizen’s advisory 
committee. 
 
 
 
MPNAI regular monthly members meeting Dec. 9, 2008 (Discussion) 
6.    XCEL ENERGY EXPANSION UPDATE: Xcel energy is planning to expand into the Phillips 
Neighborhood.  There will be a public forum on this issue on January 7.  At this point, we 
have five concerns:   
a.    Health – will power lines over our heads or under our ground be a health risk to us and 
our children?  
b.    Homes – will several of our homes be demolished to make room for this project?   
c.    Poverty – will many of our neighbors struggling financially be forced to find other 
housing to make way for this project?   
d.    Beautiful community – will our desire to have a pleasant place to live be sacrificed too 
much to make way for this expansion (e.g. large towers, many power lines, sprawling 
substation)?  
e.    New technology – can we see this as an opportunity to promote alternative sources of 
energy, like solar power, in the Twin Cities? 

 



4) Corcoran Neighborhood Association Correspondence; April 6, 2009  



From: cnoamy@gmail.com [mailto:cnoamy@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Amy Arcand 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2009 8:57 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: Tim Springer; Eric Gustafson; Eric Lindberg 
Subject: Corcoran Neighborhood's resolution 

Good morning Raelynn, 
 
Thank you for including neighborhood and community group resolutions in your route permit 
application to the PUC.  The Corcoran Neighborhood Organization unanimously passed the 
following motion on April 1, 2009: 

 
 
Motion: The Corcoran Neighborhood Organization supports the Midtown Greenway 

Coalition's "Resolution 2 regarding Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project" dated January 22, 
2009, with the exception of its comments on substation locations in the 
Seward/Longfellow neighborhoods, which CNO leaves to the Seward/Longfellow 
neighborhood groups to address. 

 
I have included an attachment of the Midtown Greenway Coalition's resolution that we reference 
in our motion.  Please note that we are not weighing in on the location of the substations because 
we respect the wishes of our adjoining neighborhood partners in making those decisions.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
--  
amy arcand 
CORCORAN neighborhood 
612-724-7457 
 



 

 

Midtown Greenway Coalition     

Resolution 2 regarding Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project, Approved January 22, 2009 

WHEREAS Xcel Energy announced on January 14, 2009 its recommend substation sites and 
high voltage transmission line route as follows:  

·      The Hiawatha Substation is proposed for a location south of the Midtown Greenway trails 
east of Hiawatha Avenue; 

·      The Midtown Substation is proposed for a location on the north edge of the Midtown 
Greenway corridor west of Oakland Avenue; 

·      Two 115-kilovolt transmission lines are proposed to be suspended overhead on poles with 
footings on the street-level edges of the Midtown Greenway from Hiawatha Avenue to 
Oakland Avenue; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition recognizes that some Lake Street businesses are 
experiencing electricity supply and quality problems that negatively impact them; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition supports the provision of reliable electric power for 
area businesses and residences; 

WHEREAS Xcel has not yet explored alternatives its proposed Hiawatha Project to the 
satisfaction of the Midtown Greenway Coalition, where alternatives could include a combination 
of: aggressive conservation; local distributed power generation such as photovoltaic panels; 
distribution system upgrades; and state of the art load management such as Smart Grid to 
shave peak demands; 

WHEREAS Xcel recommends locating its Hiawatha Substation on land that has been targeted 
for public greenspace by the Seward and greater Longfellow communities and the Midtown 
Greenway Coalition at the nexus of the Midtown Greenway, the Hiawatha LRT Trail, and our 
region’s only existing Light Rail Transit line, and the pursuit of additional public greenspace on 
the Greenway has been supported by numerous other Greenway neighborhoods citywide; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Midtown Greenway Coalition continues to 
oppose Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project for reasons identified above and in its December 3 
resolution (attached) and further: 

·      Opposes the placement of substations and high voltage lines at Xcel’s recommended 
locations along the Midtown Greenway, and; 

·      Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines elsewhere along the Midtown 
Greenway including underground along the rim of the Midtown Greenway or at trail 
elevation, or overhead lines with pole footings at trail elevation, should such an 
alternatives scenarios be proposed, and; 

·      Will do its best to represent its interests throughout Xcel’s project approval process 
and empower communities along the Midtown Greenway to represent their interests 
as well.



 

 

 

MIDTOWN GREENWAY COALITION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO 

XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT 

December 3, 2008 

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project,” a plan in which Xcel Energy 
would construct and operate high voltage power lines along or near the Midtown Greenway 
corridor between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W and add two substations adjacent to or near the 
Midtown Greenway – one near Hiawatha Avenue and one near I-35W; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves 
thousands of users daily and has served as the catalyst for development along its edges; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition (the Coalition) supports the continued economic 
development in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor, including electrically powered rail 
transit in the Midtown Greenway, and the necessary infrastructure to accommodate this future 
development; 

WHEREAS, high voltage power lines will create visual pollution in the corridor, degrade the user 
experience in the Greenway, and negatively impact property values and the potential for future 
development; 

WHEREAS, the presence of new power lines would be a potential health hazard in an area 
already disproportionately impacted by pollution, and representatives from impacted 
neighborhoods recommend that the well-being of local residents take highest priority; 

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy is working on a needs assessment for the Hiawatha Project that will 
accompany its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) but this 
needs assessment has not yet been completed or made public; 

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition would like to meaningfully explore an aggressive 
combination of less invasive solutions to the power issues that exist in south Minneapolis 
including modernizing distribution equipment, conserving energy, using distributed generation 
from renewable sources such as solar, improving existing substations, and implementing ‘smart 
grid’ technology; 

WHEREAS research into alternatives to the proposed substations and power lines will take time 
and the current timeline proposed by Xcel Energy of one more public meeting in January 2009 
prior to submitting a permit application to the PUC in January or February 2009 does not allow 
enough time for this research; 

WHEREAS the Midtown Greenway Coalition has received expressions of interest to collaborate 
on researching and evaluating alternatives to the Hiawatha Project from a number of parties 
with relevant capacities and constituencies.   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 



 

 

The Midtown Greenway Coalition currently opposes Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project in the 
project notification area.  

The Coalition may reassess its opposition if a comprehensive needs assessment demonstrates 
that a power supply increase in south Minneapolis of the magnitude proposed is justified and all 
alternatives, as proposed and evaluated by Xcel and independent parties, are explored in good 
faith and found not to adequately address the needs, and appropriate mitigation measures are 
developed with community involvement and included in implementation plans and budgets.  The 
needs assessment should provide the information required for affected neighborhoods, 
Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, the Lake Street Council, the Midtown Greenway 
Coalition and other stakeholders to work as a team with Xcel Energy to explore the best ways to 
abate and/or meet local future electricity demand. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: 

The Midtown Greenway Coalition asks Xcel Energy to delay its permit application to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission until alternatives to the project can be researched by 
Xcel and independent groups including the Midtown Greenway Coalition and all parties can 
agree on the adequacy and objectiveness of such an alternatives analysis. 



5) Philips West Neighborhood Organization Correspondence; April 6, 2009 

  



From: pwno2005@yahoo.com [mailto:pwno2005@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2009 10:05 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: Tim Springer 
Subject: Copy of Phillips West Xcel Energy Resolution 

Hi Raelynn, 
  
Attathced is the Resolution the Phillips West Neighborhood Organization passed regarding the 
proposed Xcel Hiawatha project.  Let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks, Crystal. 

Crystal Trutnau, Executive Director 
Phillips West Neighborhood Organization 
2400 Park Avenue South, Suite 152 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404 
Phone: (612) 879-5383 
Fax: (612) 879-5217 
PWNO2005@Yahoo.com 
  

 

Please Note as of Monday 11/17/08 our office has moved.  We are now located in the new 
Lutheran Social Service Center for Changing Lives Building located at 2400 Park Avenue 
South.   

http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=PWNO2005@Yahoo.com�


Phillips West Neighborhood Organization (PWNO)
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO

XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT

Approved April 2, 2009

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy announced on January 14, 2009, its recommended substation
sites and high voltage transmission line route as follows:

 The Hiawatha Substation is proposed for a location south of the Midtown
Greenway trails east of Hiawatha Avenue; and

 The Midtown Substation is proposed for a location on the north edge of the
Midtown Greenway corridor west of Oakland Avenue; and

 Two 115-kilovolt transmission lines are proposed to be suspended overhead on
poles with footings on the street-level edges of the Midtown Greenway from
Hiawatha Avenue to Oakland Avenue; and

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization recognizes that some Lake
Street businesses are experiencing electricity supply and quality problems that
negatively impact them;

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization supports the provision of
reliable electric power for area businesses and residences;

WHEREAS, Xcel has not yet explored alternatives to its proposed Hiawatha Project to
the satisfaction of the Phillips West Neighborhood Organization where alternatives could
include a combination of: aggressive conservation; local distributed power generation
such as photovoltaic panels; distribution system upgrades; and state of the art load
management such as Smart Grid to shave peak demands;

WHEREAS, Xcel recommends locating its Hiawatha Substation on land that has been
targeted for public greenspace by the Seward and greater Longfellow communities and
the Midtown Greenway Coalition at the nexus of the Midtown Greenway, the Hiawatha
LRT Trail, and our region’s only existing Light Rail Transit line, and the pursuit of
additional public greenspace on the Greenway has been supported by numerous other
Greenway neighborhoods citywide;

WHEREAS, Xcel recommends locating its Midtown Substation at the former Oakland
substation site (2840 Oakland Ave) on land that has been conceptualized for public
greenspace by the Phillips West Neighborhood Organization and the Midtown Greenway
Coalition as part of a plan for a future Phillips West Promenade (a four-block, street-level
walkway bordering the Midtown Greenway between Portland and Chicago Avenues);

WHEREAS, The proposed location for the Midtown Substation on Oakland Ave north of
and bordering the Midtown Greenway is too small and residential property would have to

be demolished to accommodate the substation, the site is conceptualized for future
greenspace, and the substation would be too close to the Midtown Greenway and to



residential areas of the Phillips West neighborhood; Phillips West Neighborhood
Organization (PWNO)

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO
XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT

Approved April 2, 2009

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy announced on January 14, 2009, its recommended substation
sites and high voltage transmission line route as follows:

 The Hiawatha Substation is proposed for a location south of the Midtown
Greenway trails east of Hiawatha Avenue; and

 The Midtown Substation is proposed for a location on the north edge of the
Midtown Greenway corridor west of Oakland Avenue; and

 Two 115-kilovolt transmission lines are proposed to be suspended overhead on
poles with footings on the street-level edges of the Midtown Greenway from
Hiawatha Avenue to Oakland Avenue; and

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization recognizes that some Lake
Street businesses are experiencing electricity supply and quality problems that
negatively impact them;

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization supports the provision of
reliable electric power for area businesses and residences;

WHEREAS, Xcel has not yet explored alternatives to its proposed Hiawatha Project to
the satisfaction of the Phillips West Neighborhood Organization where alternatives could
include a combination of: aggressive conservation; local distributed power generation
such as photovoltaic panels; distribution system upgrades; and state of the art load
management such as Smart Grid to shave peak demands;

WHEREAS, Xcel recommends locating its Hiawatha Substation on land that has been
targeted for public greenspace by the Seward and greater Longfellow communities and
the Midtown Greenway Coalition at the nexus of the Midtown Greenway, the Hiawatha
LRT Trail, and our region’s only existing Light Rail Transit line, and the pursuit of
additional public greenspace on the Greenway has been supported by numerous other
Greenway neighborhoods citywide;

WHEREAS, Xcel recommends locating its Midtown Substation at the former Oakland
substation site (2840 Oakland Ave) on land that has been conceptualized for public
greenspace by the Phillips West Neighborhood Organization and the Midtown Greenway
Coalition as part of a plan for a future Phillips West Promenade (a four-block, street-level
walkway bordering the Midtown Greenway between Portland and Chicago Avenues);

WHEREAS, The proposed location for the Midtown Substation on Oakland Ave north of
and bordering the Midtown Greenway is too small and residential property would have to
be demolished to accommodate the substation, the site is conceptualized for future
greenspace, and the substation would be too close to the Midtown Greenway and to



residential areas of the Phillips West neighborhood;

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization prefers that the Midtown
Substation be located near the Wells Fargo campus and I-35W either directly north of or
south of East 28th Street, where it would have the least impact on residential property
and would not hinder development opportunities along the Midtown Greenway corridor;
and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Phillips West Neighborhood
Organization supports the Midtown Greenway Coalition’s December 3, 2008, resolution
(attached) and opposes Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project for reasons identified above and
in the December 3 resolution and further:

 Opposes the placement of substations and high voltage lines at Xcel’s
recommended locations along the Midtown Greenway; and

 Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines elsewhere along the
Midtown Greenway including underground along the rim of the Midtown
Greenway or at trail elevation, or overhead lines with pole footings at trail
elevation, should such alternative scenarios be proposed; and

 Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines above ground along East
26th Street or East 28th Street; and

 Opposes the placement of the Midtown Substation at Xcel’s proposed
Oakland Avenue site and at any of Xcel’s other suggested locations, except
at sites directly north of or south of East 28th Street along the I-35W
freeway; and,

 Will do its best to represent its interests throughout Xcel’s project approval
process and empower communities along the Midtown Greenway to
represent their interests as well; and

 Urges Xcel to partner with PWNO in exploring green job opportunities and
accelerating a concerted approach to co-generation of power in south
Minneapolis; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That, if the project must go forward, the Phillips West
Neighborhood Organization:

 Prefers that the route is along East 28th Street, underground, and down the
middle of the roadway, so the high voltage transmission lines are as distant
as possible from adjacent residents; and,

 Urges Xcel to partner with PWNO concerning public amenities in the
surrounding neighborhood and along the greenway perimeter by providing
trees, greenspace, and an adequate buffer zone around the Midtown
substation, and to fund the implementation of the proposed public walkway
on the north rim of the Midtown Greenway from Midtown Exchange to
Portland Avenue.



Phillips West Neighborhood Organization has adopted this resolution as an attachment
to the resolution passed on February 5, 2009

MIDTOWN GREENWAY COALITION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO

XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT

December 3, 2008

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project,” a plan in which Xcel
Energy would construct and operate high voltage power lines along or near the Midtown
Greenway corridor between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W and add two substations
adjacent to or near the Midtown Greenway – one near Hiawatha Avenue and one near I-
35W;

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves
thousands of users daily and has served as the catalyst for development along its
edges;

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition (the Coalition) supports the continued
economic development in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor, including
electrically powered rail transit in the Midtown Greenway, and the necessary
infrastructure to accommodate this future development;

WHEREAS, high voltage power lines will create visual pollution in the corridor, degrade
the user experience in the Greenway, and negatively impact property values and the
potential for future development;

WHEREAS, the presence of new power lines would be a potential health hazard in an
area already disproportionately impacted by pollution, and representatives from
impacted neighborhoods recommend that the well-being of local residents take highest
priority;

WHEREAS, Xcel Energy is working on a needs assessment for the Hiawatha Project
that will accompany its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
(PUC) but this needs assessment has not yet been completed or made public;

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition would like to meaningfully explore an
aggressive combination of less invasive solutions to the power issues that exist in south
Minneapolis including modernizing distribution equipment, conserving energy, using
distributed generation from renewable sources such as solar, improving existing
substations, and implementing ‘smart grid’ technology;



WHEREAS, research into alternatives to the proposed substations and power lines will
take time and the current timeline proposed by Xcel Energy of one more public meeting
in January 2009 prior to submitting a permit application to the PUC in January or
February 2009 does not allow enough time for this research;

WHEREAS, the Midtown Greenway Coalition has received expressions of interest to
collaborate on researching and evaluating alternatives to the Hiawatha Project from a
number of parties with relevant capacities and constituencies.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Midtown Greenway Coalition currently opposes Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project in
the project notification area.

The Coalition may reassess its opposition if a comprehensive needs assessment
demonstrates that a power supply increase in south Minneapolis of the magnitude
proposed is justified and all alternatives, as proposed and evaluated by Xcel and
independent parties, are explored in good faith and found not to adequately address the
needs, and appropriate mitigation measures are developed with community involvement
and included in implementation plans and budgets. The needs assessment should
provide the information required for affected neighborhoods, Hennepin County, the City
of Minneapolis, the Lake Street Council, the Midtown Greenway Coalition and other
stakeholders to work as a team with Xcel Energy to explore the best ways to abate
and/or meet local future electricity demand.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:

The Midtown Greenway Coalition asks Xcel Energy to delay its permit application to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission until alternatives to the project can be researched
by Xcel and independent groups including the Midtown Greenway Coalition and all
parties can agree on the adequacy and objectiveness of such an alternatives analysis.

WHEREAS, The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization prefers that the Midtown
Substation be located near the Wells Fargo campus and I-35W either directly north of or
south of East 28th Street, where it would have the least impact on residential property
and would not hinder development opportunities along the Midtown Greenway corridor;
and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Phillips West Neighborhood
Organization supports the Midtown Greenway Coalition’s December 3, 2008, resolution
(attached) and opposes Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project for reasons identified above and
in the December 3 resolution and further:

 Opposes the placement of substations and high voltage lines at Xcel’s
recommended locations along the Midtown Greenway; and

 Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines elsewhere along the
Midtown Greenway including underground along the rim of the Midtown



Greenway or at trail elevation, or overhead lines with pole footings at trail
elevation, should such alternative scenarios be proposed; and

 Opposes the placement of the high voltage lines above ground along East
26th Street or East 28th Street; and

 Opposes the placement of the Midtown Substation at Xcel’s proposed
Oakland Avenue site and at any of Xcel’s other suggested locations, except
at sites directly north of or south of East 28th Street along the I-35W
freeway; and,

 Will do its best to represent its interests throughout Xcel’s project approval
process and empower communities along the Midtown Greenway to
represent their interests as well; and

 Urges Xcel to partner with PWNO in exploring green job opportunities and
accelerating a concerted approach to co-generation of power in south
Minneapolis; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That, if the project must go forward, the Phillips West
Neighborhood Organization:

 Prefers that the route is along East 28th Street, underground, and down the
middle of the roadway, so the high voltage transmission lines are as distant
as possible from adjacent residents; and,

 Urges Xcel to partner with PWNO concerning public amenities in the
surrounding neighborhood and along the greenway perimeter by providing
trees, greenspace, and an adequate buffer zone around the Midtown
substation, and to fund the implementation of the proposed public walkway
on the north rim of the Midtown Greenway from Midtown Exchange to
Portland Avenue.



6) Longfellow Community Council Correspondence; April 8, 2009 

  



From: Joanna Solotaroff [mailto:joanna@longfellow.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 08, 2009 1:00 PM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Subject: Re: Longfellow Community Council Resolution re: Substation 

Hello, 
 
Thank you for your response.  I realized that the version of the resolution submitted only expresses 
the support of the E & T Committee.  I am attaching the version that represents the resolution as an 
entity of all of LCC, as it has been approved by our board.   
 
Can you please pass this version onto Paul and Pam as well?  Thanks. 
 
 
--  
Joanna Solotaroff 
Community Organizer 
(612) 722-4529 
Longfellow Community Council 
2727 26th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
 
 



LONGFELLOW COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
LONGFELLOW COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOARD 

 
RESOLUTION REGARDING XCEL ENERGY’S HIAWATHA PROJECT AND 

THE SITING OF THE SUBSTATION AT HIAWATHA AVENUE 
February 24, 2009 

 
Whereas, Xcel Energy has proposed the “Hiawatha Project,” a project in which 
Xcel Energy would construct and operate high voltage power lines along the Midtown 
Greenway west of Hiawatha Avenue and construct two new substations--one on the east side of  
Hiawatha Avenue in the vicinity of 28th Street and one at Oakland Avenue and the Midtown 
Greenway; and 
 
Whereas, Xcel recommends locating its Hiawatha Substation on land that has been targeted for 
public greenspace by the Seward and greater Longfellow communities at the nexus of the 
Midtown Greenway, the Hiawatha LRT Trail, and our region’s only existing Light Rail Transit 
line, and the pursuit of additional public greenspace on the Greenway has been supported by 
numerous other Greenway neighborhoods citywide for over 10 years; and 
 
Whereas, the substation at Hiawatha Avenue could be expanded now or in the future in such a 
way as to force the relocation of the Midtown Greenway Trails in this area, greatly 
inconveniencing Greenway users; 
 
Whereas, some businesses in the Lake Street/Midtown Greenway corridor have experienced 
electricity quality or supply issues that have adversely affected them; and the Longfellow 
Community Council (LCC) supports the continued economic development in the Lake 
Street/Midtown Greenway corridor with higher density developed as encouraged through the 
City’s Midtown Greenway Land Use and Development Plan; and 
 
Whereas, the Midtown Greenway is a regional amenity and public space which serves thousands 
of users daily most months of the year and has served as the catalyst for development along its 
edges; and 
 
Whereas, high voltage power lines are incompatible with the character of neighborhoods in 
Midtown, creating pollution (visual and otherwise) in the corridor, negatively impact property 
values and diminishing the potential for future development; and  
 
Whereas, at least four community organizations in the impacted area have opposed the project 
and/or called for delaying it to allow for studying alternative methods of abating power 
requirements or supplying the electric power as well as load management through means such as 
Smart Grid; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis’ Sustainability Initiatives related Climate Change and 
Renewable Energy support the pursuit alternatives to traditional methods of supplying electricity 
for users in our city; and 
 
Whereas, a needs assessment for the Hiawatha Project may be done by Xcel Energy as part of  
its permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission but whose content has not 
yet been completed or made public and may be incomplete if released; 
 



Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved: 
 
That the LCC believes that the time is now to pursue the production of electricity more 
responsibly, the delivering of electricity more intelligently, and the consuming of electricity 
more efficiently; and  
 
Be It Further Resolved that LCC opposes the placement of the Hiawatha Avenue substation just 
south of the Midtown Greenway on the east side of Hiawatha at 28th Street. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that LCC recommends that Xcel Energy delay its routing permit 
application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission for the Hiawatha Project and provide 
greater detail regarding the current and future electricity needs that the project is planned to 
address, as well as a thorough analysis of aggressive alternative methods to abate and/or supply 
the electricity that is needed. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that if such an analysis is undertaken and fails to yield a successful 
alternative approach to the need for high voltage power lines in Midtown; that the preferred route 
for the new high voltage transmission lines is underground below 28th Street East. 
 
 



7) Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood Association Correspondence; April 13, 2009 

  



-----Original Message----- 
From: Matthew Dahlquist [mailto:mdahlquist@me.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2009 7:52 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: Tim Springer 
Subject: Hiawatha Project 
 
At the request of Tim Springer, I am forwarding the minutes of the Cedar-Isles-Dean 
Neighborhood Association board meeting where we moved to support the Midtown 
Greenway Coalition's position opposing the use of the Greenway for the Hiawatha Project. 
CIDNA continues to support the Greenway on this matter. 
 
The relevant text of the minutes is excerpted here: 
  
"Matthew Dahlquist reported this month that the Midtown Greenway Coalition Resolution in 
opposition to Xcel Energy's Hiawatha Project contained some slightly altered wording from 
the Resolution supported by CIDNA in December. Edwin Bell moved, Don Ostrom seconded, 
to continue to support the opposition the Xcel Energy's Hiawatha Project. The motion 
passed." 
 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Dahlquist 
 
CIDNA Vice President 
CIDNA Transit Committee Chair 
612.242.1298 
matthew@cidna.org 



Minutes of January 6, 2009 CIDNA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Call to order:  Chair Arthur Higinbotham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Jones-Harrison 
Residence, 3800 Cedar Lake Avenue, Minneapolis. 
 
Members present:  Edwin Bell, Matthew Dahlquist, Stephen Goltry, Arthur Higinbotham, Gail Lee, 
Don Ostrom, Charlie Elowson 
 
Guests present:  Rogers Adams, Lisa Goodman, Bob Corrick, Lynn Willenbring, Joe Caldwell, 
Alexander Zachary, Tom Nordyke, Lt David Hayhoe, Chelsea Adams 
 
2008 CIDNA Neighborhood Policing Plan Report:  Lieutenant David Hayhoe and Crime Prevention 
Specialist Chelsea Adams discussed the 2008 Neighborhood Policing Plan.  December crime numbers 
have not yet been compiled.  A report including results of the 2008 Performance Measures will be 
posted at http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/outreach/Pct5NeighborhoodPolicingPlans.asp when 
year-end information has been compiled.   
 
The CIDNA Board had the opportunity to voice concerns and issues for the 2009 Plan.  Among those 
issues discussed and that will be included in the 2009 Policing Strategy are:  additional patrolling, 
speeding on parkways and boulevards, illegal left turns and graffiti (gang territory marking).  The 2009 
Plan will take these issues into account when establishing new Performance Measures.   
 
CIDNA Neighborhood Engagement measures to be included in the 2009 plan are:  jointly organized 
crime prevention leafleting and posting of crime prevention materials supplied by the MPD on 
www.cidna.org. 
 
Art Higinbotham asked Lt. Hayhoe about the impact absence of wi-fi equipment (referring to the  
wi-fi / Park Board issue next on the agenda) would have on the precinct.  Lt. Hayhoe encouraged the 
neighborhood to support getting these wi-fi poles and equipment operational as quickly as possible so as 
to avoid black out spots for police communication. 
 
Minneapolis Wi-Fi:  Joe Caldwell (USI Wireless), Alexander Zachary and Tom Nordyke (Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation Board - MPRB) and Lynn Willenbring (City of Mpls) were present to discuss and 
solicit resident input on the issue of wi-fi equipment slated for placement on Park Board property.   
 
Currently, there are 5 temporary wi-fi equipment poles placed on Mpls Park Board property.  These 
temporary poles, put in by the City, were placed without prior authorization from the Park Board.  There 
are 41 more poles that need to be erected on Park Board property in order to eliminate black out spots in 
wireless service throughout the City.  A high concentration of these poles are to be placed around Lake 
of the Isles.   
 
Installation of new decorative light poles has been approved and is currently in motion as part of the 
Lake of the Isles Restoration Project.  These poles will be used to hold and power wi-fi terminals.  The 
proposed plan is to a) fast track the installation of those new light poles which will be used for wi-fi 
terminals and b) take down the 5, admittedly unattractive, temporary poles.  The MPRB must first 
approve the use of Park Board land.  MPRB is asking the neighborhoods for feedback on this plan. 
 
USI Wireless was awarded the 10-year agreement to provide wi-fi service to the City of Minneapolis.  
The key aspect to this program is for institutional use – to provide wireless communication for police, 
fire and other public works.  A second provision is to make affordable broadband available to all 



residents of Minneapolis.  More information on Minneapolis wi-fi service can be found at: 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/wirelessminneapolis/ 
 
(Later in the meeting (7:25pm)) Matthew Dahlquist moved, Edwin Bell seconded, to support the 
installation of the 41 wi-fi terminals on the new light poles on Park Board property in order to avoid 
black out spots in neighborhood wi-fi service.  The motion passed.   
 
 
Lisa Goodman: Minneapolis City Council Member Lisa Goodman reported on a number of topics: 
  

*The next “Lunch With Lisa” will be noon, Wednesday, January 28, at St. Thomas University, 
Opus Hall room 202.  The discussion at this month’s luncheon will focus on the City of Minneapolis 
budget, the budget process and property tax designation.  This should prove to be a particularly timely 
topic due to the $13 million recently taken out of reserve, the reduction of LGA as well as the State 
budget shortfall. 

 
*Neighborhood Noise Information:  New information regarding neighborhood noise ordinances, 

restrictions, permits, measurements and problems can be found at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/environment/noise.asp. 
 

*Lisa also made clear the urgency to offer any feedback, input on and/or support of the 
continuation of installation of the USI Wi-Fi equipment in the neighborhood and on Park Board 
property.  Parts of the Ward are currently dead zones for Emergency services communication.  She also 
added that wi-fi poles and equipment were installed throughout the rest of the City without resident 
input.   
 
Transit Committee Report: Last month, Matthew Dahlquist reported that Xcel Energy has proposed a 
“Hiawatha Project” that would run high voltage power lines along or near the Midtown Greenway 
corridor between Hiawatha Avenue and I-35W, and also add two substations adjacent to or near the 
Midtown Greenway.  The implementation of this project could make it more difficult or perhaps 
impossible to put light rail transit or streetcars along the Midtown Greenway.  A motion of support for a 
resolution of opposition passed. 
 
Matthew Dahlquist reported this month that the Midtown Greenway Coalition Resolution in opposition 
to Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project contained some slightly altered wording from the Resolution 
supported by CIDNA in December.  Edwin Bell moved, Don Ostrom seconded, to continue to support 
the opposition the Xcel Energy’s Hiawatha Project.  The motion passed. 
  
 
NRP Report:  Edwin Bell, Judy Berge and Gail Lee will plan to meet with Carsten Slosted, staff 
member of the Neighborhood Revitalization Project (NRP) for a brainstorming session this month.  

 
CIDNA has $161,287.39 in funds available remaining from Phase I of the NRP.  Phase II funds 
available for CIDNA are $272,259; of that amount, 70% must be spent on housing or housing related 
strategies.  Of that amount only 80% can be spent in the first three years after the formal adoption of the 
Phase II plan. 
 
Web site Report:  Gail Lee reported that the test site had been put out for review by Board members.  
Next steps include: 

- Post MPD and 311 information and links on Local Resources page. 



- Create Committee page links for each committee.  Committee Chairs will be given 
instruction as to how to post pertinent information, links, maps, key dates, etc. 

- Consider ways to communicate the site to CIDNA residents 
- Matthew Dahlquist offered to test mn.rr.com email addresses on the existing list to find those 

who have converted to Comcast.net 
 
CIDNA Bank account:  Stephen Goltry moved and Don Ostrom seconded a motion to get a debit card 
for CIDNA incidentals. 
 
Minutes approved: Edwin Bell moved, Matthew Dahlquist seconded a motion to approve the minutes 
of the December 2, 2008 meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Next meeting: The next meeting of the CIDNA board of directors will be Tuesday, February 3, 6:00 
p.m. at the Jones-Harrison Residence. 
 
Gail Lee 
Associate Secretary 

 
 

 



8) East Calhoun Community Organization; April 14, 2009 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Anders Imboden [mailto:aimboden@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2009 12:03 AM 
To: Asah, Raelynn S 
Cc: Tim Springer 
Subject: East Calhoun Supports Midtown Greenway Coalition on Xcel's 
Hiawatha Project 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
At its February 5, 2009, board meeting, the East Calhoun Community Organization voted 
unanimously to support the Midtown Greenway Coalition's response to Xcel Energy's 
Hiawatha power line and substation project. ECCO wholeheartedly endorses the Coalition's 
resolution passed by its Board of Directors on January 22, 2009. 
Moving forward, ECCO will continue to back the Coalition's efforts to maintain the integrity, 
beauty, and economic potential of the Midtown Greenway - qualities threatened by the 
Hiawatha Project in its current form. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anders Imboden 
Board Member, East Calhoun Community Organization ECCO Representative 
to the Midtown Greenway Coalition 
 

 



ECCO Board Meeting Minutes for February 5, 2009 
(East Calhoun neighborhood monthly meeting) 
 
Meeting Time: 
Meetings are on the first Thursday each month at 7:00 PM located at St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox 
Church.  The public is invited to attend. 
 
Board Members Present: 
Nancy Ward (President), Robert Kean, Elaine Beyer, John Ellis, Gary Farland, Tim Prinsen, 
Judy Shields, Ruth Cain, and Anders Imboden. 
  
Others Present: 
Sarah Sponheim, Meg Tuthill, Monica Smith, Johan Engevik, Linda Unsworth, Bruce Cochran, 
Daniel Oberpriller, Kay Anderson, Anna Matthes, Jill Bode, Aaron Rubenstein, Rebekah 
Leonhart, Kathy Scoggin. 
 
Welcome and Introductions: 

 President Nancy Ward called the meeting to order. 
 There was a letter sent by Susan Young about organics recycling.  She was not able to 

attend because of illness.  
 
Open Forum: 

 The Minneapolis Public Schools have a 24 million dollar deficit in their budget.  They 
will be holding an event to discuss the budget and “Changes Ahead” on February 12th at 
Sullivan Community School (6:30-8:00).  There will also be an event on race, equity, and 
the achievement gap on February 17th at Burroughs School (6:00-8:30).  

 Kay Anderson brought a copy of the recommendation passed by the East Isles Residents 
Association (EIRA) regarding the proposed development at Lake and Knox. 

o Both the Zoning subcommittee and the full board voted unanimously to oppose 
the requested variances and conditional use permit. Per their assessment, the 
proposed development does not comply with either the requirements of the 
Shoreland Overlay District (SOD) or the Uptown Small Area Plan (USAP), 
primarily due to the planned height of the development (6 stories, 68 feet).  

 Xcel Energy has proposed putting in a high voltage power line over part of the 
Greenway. The Midtown Greenway Coalition has issued two resolutions calling for a 
delay of the installation and evaluation of other options. 

o A motion was made and passed to support the efforts of the Midtown Greenway 
Coalition in regards to the power line. 

 Fundraising event for the Joyce Food Shelf 



o The event will take place on Sunday March 29th between 4 and 7 pm, at St. 
Mary’s Greek Church. There will be entertainment in addition to food. 

o The main dish for the event will be a hotdish, including both a vegetarian and 
meat option.  There will hopefully be donations from local restaurants of side 
dishes. 

o Tickets for the event will be $15 when bought in advance and $20 when bought at 
the door. 

 There have been a lot of garage break-ins lately in our neighborhood.  An ad will be 
placed in the UNN to remind the neighborhood that security grants are still available 
through our NRP plan.   

 
Approval of January Minutes and February Agenda: 

 The January Minutes were approved with the following clarification. The zoning 
committee report on the proposed project at Lake and Knox included the following 
statement: 
‘The plans are in conflict with the Uptown Small Area Plan which calls for respecting the 
Shoreland overlay district (35 foot height max.) and building heights “which should 
gradually step down from Irving Ave. towards the Lake” (along West Lake Street).’ 
This statement was not part of the zoning chair’s report, but was added by the secretary in 
an effort to more clearly explain the issues/concerns surrounding this proposal. As 
discussed below, the ECCO board has yet to make a recommendation on this project.  

 The February Agenda was approved. 
 
 
Organics Recycling: 

 Residents who choose to participate in the organics recycling program will receive a 
special cart for “Organics”. Examples of material that can be collected include all food 
scraps and non-recyclable paper (e.g. milk cartons, napkins, and pizza boxes). Excluded 
materials include plastics and yard waste. 

 A motion was made to send a letter to Susan Young saying that ECCO would like to be 
the next test neighborhood in the Organics Recycling program. 

o The motion was passed. 
 The ECCO community now needs to communicate this program to residents so that 

interested residents can get more information and sign up. 
 Note: The bins will be made of the same material as the current garbage bins, and there is 

some risk that animals, squirrels especially, will chew through them. 
 
NRP Update: 

 Because of Gail’s previous excellent work with managing our NRP plan, the transition 
has been going smoothly. 



 Carson Slostad, who is the NRP representative to the neighborhood, has confirmed that 
our accounting of remaining phase I money is accurate. 

 He also confirmed that 70% of the Phase II money will need to be housing oriented. 
o The guidelines for what constitutes housing will be more clearly defined 

preceding the execution of Phase II. For example, is landscaping to increase 
security (like hedges) considered to be “housing” related. 

o This NRP money can be used on rental properties, but it must go through the 
landlord/property owner. However, renters are certainly encouraged to talk to 
their landlords about possibly qualifying projects/improvements. 

 There will need to be a steering committee for Phase II.  An ad for a planning meeting 
will be placed in the UNN this month. 

o They are looking to form a core group at this meeting, but it will be only the first 
of many meetings. 

o The meeting will most likely be in mid to late March.  
 We will be putting 3 ads in the UNN this month- one for the NRP steering committee, 

one for the ECCO Board, and one for the NRP security grants that are available.  
 The new and improved ECCO website is still not up and running. 

o We previously bought software to aid in development of a more advanced 
website, but it has proved to be too challenging and time consuming for our 
volunteer webmasters, and they are open to enlisting the help of professionals to 
get it completed in a timely fashion.   

o Estimates for paying an outside party to create the website are between $3800 and 
$7000 dollars. However, the cost will likely depend on which specific features 
and options we require, and whether it is interactive or static.  
 It is hoped that the Board’s volunteers will be able to maintain the site 

once it is in place. 
o The Board agreed to talk with Mr. Tiger Beaudoin (website enthusiast and 

husband of attendee Linda Unsworth) to make sure that they are asking the 
correct questions when getting an estimate. 

o The Uptown Association is paying someone to do their website and there will be 
an inquiry as to who they are using. 

 There was a motion made, and passed, for the Board to research into hiring a professional 
to create a website exclusive to ECCO. 

o Monica will coordinate with the Communications Committee (which is chaired by 
Michael Ekholm), meet with Mr. Beaudoin to get advice on the website design, 
and bring a proposal to the next board meeting. 

 
LRT Update: 



 Remaining options for planned Southwest light rail alignment fall into two categories: the 
Kenilworth corridor, or east through the greenway trench, then north through downtown 
on a path near/on/under Nicollet.   

 The Board made and passed a motion to support an alignment that goes through Uptown 
via the Greenway. 

 
Lake and Knox development:  

 The developers cancelled their planned presentation for our meeting. The developers had 
a review with the Minneapolis Committee of the Whole, immediately prior to our board 
meeting. Based on that meeting, they expect to make significant changes to their design 
and felt it was best for the ECCO board to wait and review the modified plan.   

 They are planning to resubmit their proposal (to the city) in approximately the next 2 
weeks. The revised plans may no longer be requesting zoning changes. When the project 
has been redesigned, they will go back to the neighborhoods. 

o The developer will try to be at next month’s meeting, if they feel that they are 
ready to present.  

o Note: to get on the agenda for the meeting, President Nancy Ward needs to be 
notified at least one week in advance. 

 The CARAG and East Isles neighborhoods (see above) have previously voted to oppose 
this project. The Uptown Association previously voted to approve the project. 

 
 
The next ECCO Board Meeting will take place on March 5, 2009.  
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