Appendix A

Notice to Local Governmental Units

Xcel Energy April 2009
Hiawatha Project



@ Xcel Energy

October 29, 2008

1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO. Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008

Metropolitan Council

Mr. Tom Weaver, Regional Administtrator
390 Robert Street North

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Notice of Proposed High Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit
Application: Hiawatha Project

Dear Local Unit of Government:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy”),
ptoposes to construct new transmission line facilittes in south Minneapolis
(“Hiawatha Project”). We are gathering information and stakeholder comments
regarding potential routes in preparation for filing an application for a Route Permit
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission™). We encourage your
participation in the routing process and are sending this notice in accordance with
Minnesota Statute § 216E.03.

The existing electric infrastructure in south Minneapolis is insufficient to meet
growing demand and capacity requitements in the area. The Hiawatha Project is
designed to ensure decades of reliability electricity service to homes and businesses in
south Minneapolis and includes the following facilities:

. A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (Hiawatha) near the intetsection of
Lake Street and Hiawatha Avenue, also known as Highway 55. The
Hiawatha Substation will connect to the existing 115 kV line along
Hiawatha Avenue;

o A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (“Midtown”) located in the Lake
Street/Interstate 35 W area; and

° Two new 115 kV transmission lines, approximately 1.25 miles long,
between the new substations.

A map of the project atea is enclosed. The map displays the corridor and substation
siting areas that are currently being evaluated in the routing process.
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We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the project and
address any questions or concetrns you have. We are holding public open houses on
the project and the next one is November 6 at the Midtown Global Market —
Greenway Conference Room (basement level) to obtain input on potential routes for
the new transmission lines and to answer questions. We invite you to attend. (An
invitation to the open house is enclosed.) If you would like to set up a meeting with
the project team, please contact me by phone at 1-800-238-7968 ot by email at
pamela.jo.rasmussen@xcelenergy.com.

Ilook forwatd to hearing from you.

Pam Rasmussen
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting

- Enclosures

PR/t
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@ Xcel En'ergy@

October 29, 2008

1414 West Hamilton Avenue
RO. Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008

Hennepin County

Mr. Richard Johnson, Administrator
A-2303 Government Center

300 South 6™ Street

Minneapolis, MIN' 55487

Re: Notice of Proposed High Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit
Application: Hiawatha Project

Dear Local Unit of Government:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Enetgy”),
proposes to consttuct new transmission line faciliies in south Minneapolis
(“Hiawatha Project”). We are gatheting information and stakeholder comments
regarding potential routes in prepatation for filing an application for a Route Permit
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”). We encoutage your
participation in the routing process and ate sending this notice in accordance with
Minnesota Statute § 216E.03.

The existing electtic infrastructute in south Minneapolis is insufficient to meet
growing demand and capacity requitements in the atea. The Hiawatha Project is
designed to ensure decades of teliability electricity setvice to homes and businesses in
south Minneapolis and includes the following facilities:

e A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (Hiawatha) near the intersection of
Lake Street and Hiawatha Avenue, also known as Highway 55. The
Hiawatha Substation will connect to the existing 115 kV line along
Hiawatha Avenue,

e A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substaton (“Midtown™) located in the Lake
Street/Interstate 35 W area; and

° Two new 115 kV transmission lines, approximately 1.25 miles long,
between the new substations.
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A map of the project area is enclosed. The map displays the cotridor and substation
siting areas that are currently being evaluated in the routing process.

We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with-you to discuss the project and
address any questions or concerns you have. We ate holding public open houses on
the project and the next one is November 6 at the Midtown Global Market —
Greenway Conference Room (basement level) to obtain input on potential routes for
the new transmission lines and to answer questions. We invite you to attend. (An
invitation to the open house is enclosed.) If you would like to set up a meeting with

~ the project team, please contact me by phone at 1-800-238-7968 ot by email at
pamela.jo.rasmussen@xcelenergy.com.

I look forward to hearing from you.

. 7)4%@[4 COpsiacen /ﬁ/
Pam Rasmussen
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting

Enclosures

PR/
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@ Xcel Energy®

October 29, 2008

1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO. Box 8
Eau Claire, Wi 54702-0008

Hennepin County Regional Rail Authotity
Mzt. Phil Eckhett, Director

300 South 6™ Street

Minneapolis, MIN 55487

Re: Notice of Proposed High Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit
Application: Hiawatha Project

Dear Local Unit of Government:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy”),
proposes to construct new transmission line faciliies in south Minneapolis
(“Hiawatha Project”). We are gathering information and stakeholder comments
regarding potential routes in preparation for filing an application for a Route Permit
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”). We encoutage your
participation in the routing process and are sending this notice in accordance with
Minnesota Statute § 216E.03.

The existing electric infrastructure in south Minneapolis is insufficient to meet
growing demand and capacity requirements in the area. The Hiawatha Project is
designed to ensure decades of teliability electricity setvice to homes and businesses in
south Minneapolis and includes the following facilities:

° A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (Hiawatha) neat the intersection of
Lake Street and Hiawatha Avenue, also known as Highway 55. The
Hiawatha Substation will connect to the existing 115 kV line along
Hiawatha Avenue;

J A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (“Midtown”) located in the Lake
Street/Interstate 35 W area; and

° Two new 115 kV transmission lines, approximately 1.25 miles long,
between the new substations.

A map of the project area is enclosed. The map displays the cortidor and substation
siting areas that are currently being evaluated in the routing process.
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We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the project and
address any questions or concerns you have. We are holding public open houses on
the project and the next one is November 6 at the Midtown Global Market —
Greenway Conference Room (basement level) to obtain input on potential routes for
the new transmission lines and to answer questions. We invite you to attend. (An
invitation to the open house is enclosed.) If you would like to set up a meeting with
the project team, please contact me by phone at 1-800-238-7968 or by email at
pamela.jo.rasmussen@xcelenergy.com.

I'look forward to hearing from you.

\ﬂﬁmé %%L&ﬂ-%\ /%

Pam Rasmussen
Supervisor, Siting and Permlttmg

Enclosutres

PR/d
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@ Xcel Energy’

October 29, 2008

1414 West Hamilton Avenue
PO. Box 8
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0008

City of Minneapolis

Mz. Steven Bosacker, City Coordinator
City Hall, Room 301M

350 South 5% Street

Minneapolis, MN 55415

Re: Notice of Proposed High Voltage Transmission Line Route Permit
Application: Hiawatha Project

Dear Local Unit of Government:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy”),
ptoposes to construct new transmission line facilites in south Minneapolis
(“Hiawatha Project”). We ate gathering information and stakeholder comments
regarding potential routes in preparation for filing an application for a Route Permit
with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”). We encourage yout
patticipation in the routing process and ate sending this notice in accordance with
Minnesota Statute § 216E.03.

The existing electric infrastructure in south Minneapolis is insufficient to meet
growing demand and capacity requitements in the area. The Hiawatha Project is
designed to ensutre decades of reliability electricity setvice to homes and businesses in
south Minneapolis and includes the following facilities:

° A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (Hiawatha) neat the intersection of
Take Street and Hiawatha Avenue, also known as Highway 55. The
Hiawatha Substation will connect to the existing 115 kV line along
Hiawatha Avenue;

° A new 115 kV/13.8 kV substation (“Midtown”) located in the Lake
Street/Interstate 35 W area; and \

e Two new 115 kV transmission lines, approximately 1.25 miles long,
between the new substations.
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A map of the project area is enclosed. The map displays the corridor and substation
siting areas that are currently being evaluated in the routing process.

We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the project and
addtess any questions or concetns you have. We are holding public open houses on
the project and the next one is November 6 at the Midtown Global Market —
Greenway Conference Room (basement level) to obtain input on potential routes for
the new transmission lines and to answer questions. We invite you to attend. (An
invitation to the open house is enclosed.) If you would like to set up a meeting with
the project team, please contact me by phone at 1-800-238-7968 ot by email at
pamela.jo.rasmussen@zxcelenergy.com.

I'look forward to hearing from you.

Pam Rasmussen
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting

Enclosures

PR/t

2250160v1 2
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NEWS RELEASE
Xc e’ E n er g y@ Xcel Energy Media Relations

414 Nicollet Mall, 7t floor

Minneapolis, MN 55401

(612) 215-5300

www.xcelenergy.com

Oct. 17,2008 |
MEDIA ADVISORY

Xcel Energy to hold Hiawatha Project open houses

Residents will learn about plans for new electric transmission infrastructure
in south Minneapolis

WHAT: Xcel Energy will ask for public input about its proposed Hiawatha Project at
four open houses. The project calls for improved electric infrastructute in
south Minneapolis to ensure that customers have reliable electricity service
through the next 20 years. Input obtained from the open houses, along with
ongoing meetings with neighbotrhood groups and other stakeholders, will be
considered by the company as it develops the project application.

Updated information about the project is available on Xcel Energy’s Web site
ot by clicking: Hiawatha Project.

WHEN: Wednesday, Oct. 29, noon — 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 29, 5 p.m. —7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 6, noon — 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 6, 5p.m. -7 p.m.

WHERE: Midtown Global Market (Greenway conference room — basement level)
920 East Lake St., Minneapolis

BACKGROUND: Xcel Enetgy’s Hiawatha Project is designed to meet growing customer
demand for electricity in south Minneapolis, which despite broad
conservation efforts is increasing due to population and economic growth,
and to bolster existing capacity infrastructure.

The company proposes to invest $15 million in major improvements to its
electric infrastructure, including building a new substation near the Hiawatha
light-rail transit corridor and another in the Midtown area. The substations
would be connected by two 115-kilovolt transmission lines. The potential atea
for siting the transmission line includes a corridor that stretches as far south
as 32nd Street and as far north as 26th Street. The exact locations of the lines
and substations will be determined during the routing and permitting process.

Aftet teceiving input from the community, Xcel Enetgy intends to file an
application for the project in January 2009. Pending approval, construction on
the Hiawatha Project would begin in October 2009, with service delivery by
June 2010.
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