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January 11, 2011

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING and U.S. MAIL

Dr. Burl W. Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
350 Metro Square Building

121 Seventh Place East

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re:  Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment, Spans 89-93, 95-97,
and 122-124

In the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit for the Monticello to St.
Cloud 345 kV Transmission Line Project
MPUC Docket No.: ET-2, E002/TL-09-246

Dear Dr. Haar:

Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, and Great River Energy, a
Minnesota cooperative corporation, (“Permittees”) request that the Minnesota Public Ultilities
Commission (“Commission”) approve a route permit amendment for the Monticello to St. Cloud
345 kV Transmission Line Project (“Project”) pursuant to Minnesota Rule 7850.4900. Specifically,
Permittees request that the route width be expanded in three areas in response to concerns raised by
affected landowners. Permittees believe a route permit amendment to the Route Permit is
appropriate because the proposed route width expansions between poles 89-93, 95-97, and 122-124
will result in comparable overall impacts relative to the factors in Minnesota Rule 7850.4100 as does
the route identified in the Route Permit for the Project.

Procedural History

On July 12, 2010, the Commission issued a Route Permit for the Project identifying both a
permitted route and an anticipated alignment for the Project. Shortly thereafter, Permittees initiated
right-of-way discussions with landowners.

On November 5, 2010, Permittees submitted a Plan and Profile compliance filing for poles

77-101. Permittees also requested route width expansions for three areas: poles 89-93, poles 95-97
and 122-124.

On December 2, 2010, the Commission declined to approve the route width expansions and
advised that Permittees could make a request for a Route Permit amendment.
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Accordingly, Permittees now request an amendment to the Route Permit for three route
width modifications. A diagram of the proposed alighment between 89-93 is attached as
Attachment 1, between poles 95-97 is attached at Attachment 2, and between 122-124 is attached
as Attachment 3.

Discussion

A route permit amendment may be granted to amend any conditions in a route permit.
Minn. R. 7850.4900, Subp. 1. Permitees requesting a route permit amendment must submit an
application for the route permit amendment. Minn. R. 7850.4900, subp. 2. After receiving the
application, the Commission is authorized to approve a route permit amendment after providing “at
least a 10-day period for interested persons to submit comments on the application or request the
matter be brought to the [Clommission for consideration.” Minn. R. 7850.4900, Subp. 2.

Poles 89, 93, 95, 97, 122, and 124 are all located within the approved route and are along, or
deviate only slightly from, the alignment anticipated in the Route Permit issued by the Commission.
Poles 90, 91, 92, 96, and 123 and the spans connecting these poles to each applicable adjacent pole
are not located within the approved route and require expansion of the route width.

Permittees request that the Route Permit be amended to authorize the following three
alignhment changes outside the designated route:

° An alteration in the alighment between poles 89-93 that
places structures 91 and 92 outside the approved route and shifts the
alignment approximately 400 feet to the east, at its greatest distance,
from the alignment that was identified in the Route Permit and
approximately 270 feet east of the permitted route’s centerline.

° An alteration in the alignhment between poles 95-97 that shifts
the alignment 375 feet to the west of the alignment that was
anticipated in the Route Permit and approximately 80 feet west of the
permitted route. The alteration places structure 96, which is a double
pole design at this location, 57 feet west of the route approved by the
Commission at its closest point and 101 feet west of the route
approved by the Commission at its furthest point, placing the line
closer to Interstate 94.

o An alteration in the alighment between poles 122-124 that
places structure 123, which is a double pole design at this location,
outside the route permitted by the Commission. The pole placed the
greatest distance outside the permitted route will be located less than
50 feet to the south of the route permitted by the Commission.

All three alignment changes were approved by the affected landowners, are contained within
property owned by the requestor(s), and result in comparable overall impacts relative to the factors
in Minnesota Rule 7850.4100 as does the permitted route.
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Conclusion

For the reasons set forth above, Permittees request that the Commission grant an
amendment to the Route Permit for the locations described above for the Project and authorize
construction along the proposed alignment shown on the enclosed Attachments 1-3.

Thank you, and please contact me with any questions at darrin.f.lahr@xcelenergy.com or
(763) 493-1808.

Sincerely,

-

Darrin Lahr

Supervisor, Siting and Land Rights
Xcel Energy

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Enclosures
cc: w/enclosures:
David Birkholz, Minnesota Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security
Anderson Trucking Service, Inc.
Levimo, LLI.C
Brian and Sheela Gross
Gregory Voigt

Central Minnesota Municipal Power Agency ® Dairyland Power Cooperative ® Great River Energy
Minnesota Power ® Minnkota Power Cooperative ® Missouri River Energy Services ® Otter Tail Power Company ® Rochester Public Utilities
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency ® WPPI Energy  Xcel Energy



MPUC Docket No.: ET-2, E002/TL-09-246; Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment

Attachment 1
Page 1 of 1

pxwryuoN~asedwod Juawubiy” wxded
\SIUBWIUBIV\TT\OTOZ\AXIAN
m 0]|221U0N\SID\0hIeS 01 0]221UOIN XdeD G62ZZTONBIX

143HDIFLTN *:A9 NMvdd

O0T/TO/TT :A3SIA3IY _ 0T/6¢/0T :31vd

uosiiedwod uawubily
paniuiad pue jeuld
pPNoiD "1S - 0]|I221UON

006 009 00 0ST O
198 | _ L 1

008V:T

A 69

M GTT

moege A&

N GYE

aulq uoissiwsuel] Bunsix3g

2

A Y

2

uoneisgns Bunsixg O
Arepunog |aoJed
Arepunog uonoes
Arepunog diysumol

Arepunog [edidiuniy

w0

81IS uoneisgns Auend
a1noy panoiddy DNd
Aem-jo-1yBry paredionuy 44 ONd
wswubly paredionuy 44 ONd A/
Rem-j0- By dBd (R
wawubly ded AL

uonedoielod d®d o

puaba

) |
el |
a¥

U ASS]

V. TASS]

£

Q
680-€60
060-£260
\___ __J
N IIAES
S NOSEEIANY
-160- o
d-160-€260722 450 ¢ 60

NI EANESS DNDIINEL NOSEEIANY
NI ERQIAES DNDIONEL NOSEEIANY

N EINEEIS

S ONDIONMLNOSYEIGNY
OO
H-260-€260 15¢60EL60

b

mmo-mmm&

A\ e

9AV U18

diysumo] uapuAT

M.LZ Y ‘NECT L

GRS

oL 8

SNIV31S

pno|D 1ules




MPUC Docket No.: ET-2, E002/TL-09-246; Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment

Attachment 2
Page 1 of 1

pxwryuoN~asedwod Juawubiy” wxded
\SIUBWIUBIV\TT\OTOZ\AXIAN
@ 0]|221U0N\SID\0hIeS 01 0]221UOIN XdeD G62ZZTONBIX

143HDIFLTN *:A9 NMvdd

O0T/TO/TT :A3SIA3IY _ 0T/6¢/0T :31vd

uosiiedwod uawubily
paniuiad pue jeuld
pPNoiD "1S - 0]|I221UON

006 009 00 0ST O
198 | _ L 1
008'%:T
N1 69
MSTT AN/
Mmoee AN
M Ssve AN/

auIT uoissiwsuel] Bunsixg
uoneisgns Bunsixg O
Arepunog |aoJed
Arepunog uonoes
Arepunog diysumol

Arepunog [edidiuniy

w0

81IS uoneisgns Auend
a1noy panoiddy DNd
Aem-jo-1yBry paredionuy 44 ONd
wswubly paredionuy 44 ONd A/
Rem-j0- By dBd (R
wawubly ded AL

uonedoielod d®d o

puaba

) |
el |
a¥

S 1S yls9

1 uosje)d uus|

O
¥60-€.60

1°560-£.60

o
4-560-£280 l

9AY yIg

B 6 Y
—

1-960<€.60

O
4-960-€260
GRS

[st)

ST OIAEH

M.LZ Y ‘NECT L

Q
L60-€/60

1S ylopz 9
860-£.'60

e 8
SNAV3LS
pnoj|o ures M8Z d ‘NEZT L
ri1snbny 1ures
1S ulovz
a%€88

@ o8




pxwypoNaredwod Juswubily wxded

\SUBWUBIV\TT\O TO\AXINN

HH 0]|221U0N\SID\0hIeS 01 0]221UOIN XdeD G62ZZTONBIX
143HDIFLTN *:A9 NMvdd
OT/TO/TT ‘d3SINIY _ 0T/6¢/0T :31vd

uosiiedwod uawubily
paniuiad pue jeuld
pPNoiD "1S - 0]|I221UON

MPUC Docket No.: ET-2, E002/TL-09-246; Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment

Attachment 3
Page 1 of 2

006 009 00 0ST O
198 | _ L 1

008V:T

M 69
MSTT A/ [eeT)

Moee AN e ess
M Sre /AN\N/ VA555] M8Z d 'NECT L

aulq uoissiwsuel] Bunsix3g

uoneisgns bBunsixg O

S30UD FVIEES © d NVIVE
Arepunog |9o1ed
Alepunog uonoas 1-€21:€260
Arepunog diysumo) D B d-€2T-€/60_]
Arepunog rediouny - (3 %’ —— pnoj|D 1ures

[ |
a¥

SIS UOEISGNS ALENd  ®HH-.«”N®O( — 1-22T1-S.60

a1noy panoiddy DNd / —OTeTeL60 d-ce1-€L60°0_~
!‘
Aem-j0-1ybry paredionuy 44 dONd 02T=£.60

awubly paredionuy 44 ONd A/
Rem-Jo- b1y dB8d (D
swublly d3d A/

uoi1ed0T] a|0d d%¥d (e} SIS yLov

puaba

SNYVILS
\

S0 FVEEHS 9 <) NViE

e ees

9€T

CCR 005 M8Z o ‘N¥CT L




MPUC Docket No.: ET-2, E002/TL-09-246; Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment

Attachment 3
Page 2 of 2

pxwypoNaredwod Juswubily wxded
\SUBWUBIV\TT\O TO\AXINN
N H 0]|221U0N\SID\0hIeS 01 0]221UOIN XdeD G62ZZTONBIX

143HDIFLTN *:A9 NMvdd

O0T/TO/TT :A3SIA3IY _ 0T/6¢/0T :31vd

uosiiedwod uawubily
paniuiad pue jeuld
pPNoiD "1S - 0]|I221UON

006 009 00 0ST O
198 | _ L 1
008'%:T
N1 69
MSTT AN/
Mmoee AN
M Ssve AN/

auIT uoissiwsuel] Bunsixg
uoneisgns Bunsixg O
Arepunog |aoJed
Arepunog uonoas
Arepunog diysumoy

Arepunog [edidiuniy

w0

81IS uoneisgns Auend
a1noy panoiddy DNd
Aem-jo-1yBry paredionuy 44 ONd
swubly paredionuy 44 oONd A/
Rem-j0- By dBd (R
wawubly ded AL

uonedoielod d®d o

puaba

) |
el |
a¥

pees _
ICROSS] MB8Z d NECT L
2TEL60. SCT-€L60 omﬁ-mgo\
6 Y
—
SNdIV4l1S pnojD wres
b@@
%,
%
Sis yLov
&
g 9
>
3
(2]
82 ees N M8Z ¥ ‘N¥ZT L

11D S219Y USPPIH

B




In the Matter of the Xcel Energy and Great CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
River Energy Application to the Minnesota PUC Docket No. ET-2,E002/TL-09-246
Public Utilities Commission for a Route OAH Docket No. 15-2500-20665-2
Permit for the Monticello to St. Cloud 345 kV

Transmission Line Project

Diane Bailey-Andersen certifies that on the 11th day of January 2011, she filed a true and correct
copy of Applicants’ Application for Approval of Route Permit Amendment, Spans 89-93,
95-97, and 122-124, by posting it on www.edockets.state.mn.us. Said document(s) were also
served via U.S. Mail and e-mail as designated on the Official Service List on file with the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.

[/ Dione Bailey-Andersevy

Diane Bailey-Andersen

3386092v1
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Electronic Service Member(s)

. Delivery M

Last Name First Name Company Name Method Trade

Secret
Agrimonti Lisa lagrimonti@briggs.com Briggs And Morgan, P.A. Electronic Service No
Anderson Julia Julia.Anderson@state.mn.us |[Office of the Attorney General-DOC | Electronic Service Yes
Birkholz David David.Birkholz@state.mn.us | Office of Energy Security Electronic Service Yes
Church Kodi kchurch@briggs.com Briggs & Morgan Electronic Service No
Cupit Bob bob.cupit@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Electronic Service Yes
Eknes Bret bret.eknes@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Electronic Service Yes
Ferguson Sharon sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us | Department of Commerce Electronic Service Yes
Haar Burl W. burl.haar@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Electronic Service Yes
Hammel Karen Finstad Karen.Hammel@state.mn.us |Office of the Attorney General-DOC |Electronic Service Yes
Krikava Michael mkrikava@briggs.com Briggs And Morgan, P.A. Electronic Service No
Lindell John agorud.ecf@state.mn.us Office of the Attorney General-RUD |Electronic Service Yes
Pile Deborah Deborah.Pile@state.mn.us Department of Commerce Electronic Service Yes
Shaddix Elling Janet jshaddix@janetshaddix.com [Shaddix And Associates Electronic Service Yes
Simpser Zeviel zsimpser@briggs.com Briggs and Morgan PA Electronic Service No

Paper Service Member(s)
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Kaul Will Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN-553694718 | Paper Service No
Lahr Darrin F. Xcel Energy 8701 Monticello Lane, Maple Grove, MN-55369 Paper Service No
Overland Carol Legalectric, Inc. P.O. Box 176, Red Wing, MN-55066 Paper Service No
Patel Priti R. Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall, MP 800, Minneapolis, MN-55401 Paper Service No
Poorker Craig Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN-55369 Paper Service No
Ross McCalib Laureen CapX2020/Great Rlver Energy | 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN-553694718 | Paper Service No
Stephenson Donna Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN-55369 Paper Service No
Thulien Smith Jennifer Xcel Energy Services, Inc. 414 Nicollet Mall, 5th Floor, Minneapolis, MN-55401 Paper Service No
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