










-----Original Message----- 
From: Apache [mailto:apache@lmic.state.mn.us]  
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2009 11:51 AM 
Subject: Miles Mon Mar 30 11:51:20 2009 IP6712/WS-08-1494 
 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: 
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html 
 
You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this 
project.   
 
User Name = Kari Miles 
 
County = Clay County 
 
Impact: = March 26, 2009 
 
As a concerned land owner  in Clay County, I am very concerned about the 
impact of Industrial size wind mills on the health of the farmers, 
liability issues the farmers may face and the huge impact on a rural 
area that will be turned into an Industrial area and will no longer be 
the peaceful country side that we all grew up with. 
 
One area, and than another will be covered by these monster windmills. 
Partly because the wind companies quitely sign farmer on without any 
public awareness and farmers  sign a contract that doesn't allow them to 
comment.  How is this fair to all the people that live in the rural 
areas? 
This is not one small area here and there.......there is an effort to 
transform the whole area into an industrial site. 
 
I am concerned that the landowners who have signed on have not been 
given a truthful account of the impacts that these huge industrial 
windmills will have on their health and their land. 
 
In Denver, a neighbor had a contractor build an 8 ft fence instead of a 
7ft fence.  Now they have redo the fence because it is against the code. 
 
How is it that a neighbor is allowed to put up a 290ft windmill on their 
land and the neighbors have no say?  The reason is that these windmills 
would never be allowed in the city.  That why they are trying to go 
where ever they can, before people realize the negative impact on the 
environment and set up zoning laws. 
 
I see that there are studies about the impact on bats, what about a 
study on the impact on humans.  
 
 
I am concerned about the constant noise and constant flashing lights 
during the night.  What happens if there is an ice throw in the winter 
and someone gets hurt.  Who is liable?  What happens if a windmill is 
close to the highway and an ice throw causes an accident, who is liable? 
What about the low frequency noise that is particulary troublesome for 
the elderly and children?  Who will cover there hospital visits? 
 
I am for wind energy, when the technology becomes less damaging to the 

 

mailto:apache@lmic.state.mn.us
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html


 

people and the animals that live near them, and the countryside remains 
a country side.  When new technology can minimize the negative impact on 
the environment. 
 
How can we partial solve one problem by making huge problems in other 
areas.  Please take the time to make a common sense plan about these 
industrial sites. 
 
Thank you,  Kari Miles 
 
 
Mitigation = Regarding any of the large industrial wind turbines in the 
state, especially concerning the Clay county area 
 
I think the impact on humans needs to be studied before these 
indurstrial windmills are allowed to be built.  Often the impact on 
people is dismissed.   
 
I think there needs to be a serious discussion on the findings from 
other states such as New York and Wisconsin and the complaints about the 
windmills needs to be addressed and not just dismissed. 
 
I think that a lawyer needs to be appointed to these farmers so that 
they know what rights they are signing away when they sign with a  
Limited Liabilty Company. 
 
I think that instead of these large turbines that are based on an 
ancient windmill design, consider the new ideas that will lessen the 
impact on the environment.  There are new designs out of Fullerton 
California that have much promise with less negative impact.  Cheaper 
and more efficent,  
 
Wait and study the impact before not after the fact. Have real studies 
on the health impact on humans due to noise, strobe light, and  other 
possible health risks. 
 
Being honest with all the landowners and towns on the impact of these 
turbines,  
 
Site these wind turbines in areas that are not continous across the 
whole state.  Put them in areas where an industrial site is more 
appropriate, not the countryside, but an area that would be an 
industrial site not affecting people.  Have a miles between these 
turbines and humans.  Isolate these industrial sites to here and there 
but not everywhere. 
 
Common sense approach please, with a real plan before not after the 
negative impact. 
 
Thank you  Kari Miles 
 
Submission date = Mon Mar 30 11:51:20 2009 
 
 
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Apache [mailto:apache@lmic.state.mn.us] 
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009 9:07 PM 
To: Larry.Hartman@state.mn.us 
Subject: Miles Sat Mar 28 21:07:01 2009 IP6603/WS-08-1449 
 
 
This public comment has been sent via the form at: 
www.energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/publicComments.html 
 
You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this 
project.   
 
Project Name= Lakeswind Wind Power Plant 
 
Docket number= IP6603/WS-08-1449 
 
User Name = Karimiles@yahoo.com Miles 
 
County = Clay County 
 
Impact: = I object to the project.   
 
First, I think it is unethical that the public doesn't find out about 
these wind projects until the landowners have quietly signed on. (I 
think that the contracts may state that they can't talk about it)  The 
public doesn't fiind out until the land needed has been signed on. 
 
This is changing the countryside into an industrial site, a project of 
this magnitude not only affects the landowners, it affects everyone in 
Clay County. 
 
Also, if it were only one area in the county atleast it would be an 
isolated case, but now there is a project in Glyndon and there is 
another wind company courting other farmers.  Soon Clay County will have 
more than its fair share of these obese windmills.  IT is the cumlative 
effect of these that is going to spoil what is beautiful in our county. 
 
Also, I feel that the wind companies do not explain the negative aspects 
of what these turbines do to the land, animals and human health. 
 
The state has a study on bats, but not on the health of the residents 
that live near them.  There is alot of information from other states of 
the negative impact these turbines have on health. 
 
I think there should be a moritorium on these turbines until there is a 
study on the quality of life and health impacts. 
 
Also, the value of the property will decrease.  Who would buy a property 
to live near a windmill industry?   
The setbacks are to close to residents for health reasons, it is just an 
arbritary number set by the wind companies with no health study behind 
it.  Dizziness, migraines, sleep deprivation etc. 
 
I think the contracts should be nullified if the farmers were not given 
the health impacts of these turbines!!! 
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Also, it is so very unfair to the neighbors who chose to live in the 
country for its peaceful lifestyle and now are forced to live by these 
things. 
 
The lights on these mills are on all night long.  The noise issues are 
never addressed by the windcompanies when there are complaints.  I think 
before MN looks like upper NY state and Wisconsin there needs to be a 
well thought out plan that is fair to its residents. 
 
Kari Miles 303-322-8447 
 
Mitigation = First, This area is one of the prettiest spots in Clay 
County, at least if we have to have it, put it in an area that has less 
people and less scenic beauty. 
 
Also, there are all kinds of new technology coming that are not as 
invasive on the landscape.  There are wind spiral technology or vertical 
axis windmills that could be used instead of these huge ancient designed 
windmills . These new technologies are more efficent, cost less, quieter 
and have fewer maintenance problems and hopefully might not destroy the 
scenic nature and be less damaging to the health of those who live near 
them.  For example, put a vertical axis windmill near power lines, all 
along existing electrical poles. 
 
Or if at worst, smaller windmills for our state instead of sending this 
energy out of state. 
 
Also, a serious study if these even are worth the effort as far as 
energy. 
 
A moritorium until a health study has been made by someone not in the 
wind industry. 
 
Submission date = Sat Mar 28 21:07:01 2009 



























 
May 19, 2009 
 
Mr. Larry Hartman 
Office of Energy Security 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Lakes Wind Power Plant  
                    Lakes Wind Power Partners, LLC         
                    Becker, Clay, and Ottertail Counties, Minnesota 
 
Dear Mr. Hartman: 
 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT) District 4 Property Management/RW permits 
staff has reviewed your request to obtain a site permit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) for the proposed Lakes Wind Power Plant Project. There is an impact to Mn/DOT right of way 
on State Trunk Highway 32 and State Trunk Highway 34 based on the project site map of the Tamarac 
Substation and Wind Turbines. 
 
Mn/Dot had no scheduled projects in the immediate area but may plan an expedited project due to 
hydraulic concerns.  
 
If work is required within Mn/DOT right of way for the placement of structures, materials, or access to 
adjacent properties, please coordinate this through our Property Management/Right of Way Permits 
office. Our Utility Agreements and Permits website http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/index.html which 
contains our accommodation policy http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/index.html is helpful in the 
permitting process. If you have questions or comments you may contact me by email 
james.utecht@dot.state.mn.us or telephone at (218) 846-7950.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Utecht. 
Property Management/RW Permits Supervisor 
 
cc: Jody Martinson 
     Shiloh Wahl 
     Steve Baukol 
     Stacy Kotch MS 678 
 
 

 

District 4 Detroit Lakes/Morris 
1000 Hwy. 10 West 
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 56501 

Minnesota Department of Transportation

Office Telephone: 218/846-7950 
                       Fax: 218/847-1544 
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From: Paul White [paul@projectresources.net]
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2009 5:24 PM 
To: larry.hartman@state.mn.us 
Cc: tony_sullins@fws.gov; nick_rowse@fws.gov; Matthias Weigel 
Subject: Lakeswind Project 
 
Attachments: USFW Response and Siting Recommendation Letter.pdf 
Mr. Larry Hartman: 
  
Matthias Weigel and I met with USFW again today to discuss plans for the Lakeswind project. The folks that we 
met with pointed out that they had not copied your office with their letter for the project (the same letter that 

we gave you when Matthias and I met you at your office on November 6th last fall, hereto attached). I assume 
that you already have that letter in your file for the project but wanted to be sure (attached). 
  
The USFW staff that we met with today are Tony Sullins and Nick Rowse at the USFW Twin Cities Field office in 
Bloomington. I’ll copy them so that they can contact you directly if they have any questions.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
  
--------------------------------------------------- 
Paul White 
Project Resources Corp. 
Phone: 612 331 1486 
  

Page 1 of 1

8/14/2009file://\\fp2-cougar\data\EQB\Power Plant Siting\WIND\PROJECTS-LWECS\PAUL WHI...















-----Original Message----- 
From: Rod Schultz [mailto:schultz@dishmail.net] 
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 12:55 PM 
To: Larry.Hartman@state.mn.us; David.Birkholz@state.mn.us 
Subject: IP6603/ws-08-1449 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
This e-mail is to tell you of my support of the Lakeswind Wind Power 
Plant  
that is be proposed in the Rollag area. I live in Tansem 12 which puts 
me in  
the project area. Minnesota has always been at the forefront in 
renewable  
energy and clean energy. This project is needed to displace carbon 
emissions  
that coal power plants emitte. I cant think of one thing that should 
hold  
the project from moving forward. This project would create taxes for 
state  
and local government. 
 
Rod Schultz 
 
13209 300th st so 
 
Pelican Rapids Mn 56572 
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Hello 
 
I would like to comment on the PUC meeting at the Galaxy Supper Club. I thought you did a wonderful job 
of explaining issues. You were very knowledgeable about wind power. Mr Anderson was at the clay 
county commissioners meeting last month trying to get a moratorium on wind power using "Wind Turbine 
Syndrome". When that didn't get any traction he is using prairie chickens as an excuse to block Lake 
winds project. These two are nothing more then smoke screen. They don't like the way they look and to 
me that is an opinion and needs to be disregarded.99% of the people in the project area want it to go 
though. The power companies are in a very difficult position. They have people against everything that 
produces electricity. People are against coal, nuclear and now wind. I just read an article in Parade 
magazine that warns of power shortages if nothing is done.  
We cant let that happen, With your help I am hoping we can move ahead with the lake winds project. 
 
Rod Schultz 
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